
Distillery Union Seen 
Having Damage Case 
In Plant Shutdowns 

Taft-Hartley Act Allows 
Labor Groups to Examine 
Reasons for Layoffs 

By David Lawrence 
A novel complication has arisen 

under the Taft-Hartley law which 
affects adversely the employers. It 
ia the prospect that labor union* 
will wish to examine carefully here- 
after the reasons for layoffs and If 
the economic Justification is not 
clear there is a chance of suits for 

damages as well as charges of an 

“unfair labor practice.” 
The situation has been brought to 

public attention by the Internation- 
al Union of Distillery, Rectifying 
and Wine Workers who have sent 
__3 iU. ^ —ill 

insist on an enforcement of the 
provisions of the Taft-Hartley law 
with respect to the 60-day shut- 
down of distilleries which starts 
October 25 in compliance with a 

request from the President’s Pood 
Committee in order to conserve 
grain. 

The union has, on its face, a case. 
The employers are not shutting 
down because of a lack of work. 
They afe suspending operations not 
because of any provision of law but 
simply as an act of good will toward 
a governmental authority of an in- 
formal nature—in fact, an indirect 
authority. 

Has No Legal Status. 
For, while the Pood Committee 

was created by the President, it has 
no legal status and acts more as a 
medium for the expression of the 
views of the Chief Executive. But 
the President of the United States 
while requesting an industry to 
close down has no legal power to 
enforce that request. Hence the 
shutdown by the distillers is, legally 
speaking, not an involuntary but a 

voluntary act. This brings the Taft- 
Hartley law into the picture, for no 

employer can arbitrarily shut out 
all his workers without giving an 
economic justification and even so 
he must give 60 days’ notice of such 
a lockout.-* 

Under the new law, not only can 
an Injunction be issued by the Na- 
tional Labor Relations Board's gen- 

mi counsel out uie aggrieved par- 
ties—the unions—can seek damages 
for the failure of the employers to 
give the requisite notice and for 
failing to adjust the dispute by col- 
lective bargaining processes. 

It is estimated that at least 15,000 
workers will be laid off and some 
estimates go much higher. Assuming 
that 15,000 is a minimum and that 
the distillery workers average at 
least $40 per week, there Is a pay- 
roll of $600,000 a week or $6,000,000 
for 10 weeks involved in the shut- 
down of the Nation’s distilleries. 
Who Is going to pay that sum? 
The distillers say they do not think 
they should pay it. In fact, from a 
tax viewpoint it might not be a de- 
ductible expense for the companies 
to be making grants to employes for 
services not rendered. If the unions 
file suits and get damages the dis- 
tillers might go Into the United 
States Court of Claims and try to re- 
cover these amounts from the Gov- 
ernment. on the ground that the 
■nut-down was truly a governmental 
action and that, the Government 
should indemnify the employers. 

May Set Precedents. 
The whole episode may furnish 

some interesting precedents. If an 
employer hereafter shuts down in 
order to comply with some govern- 
mental request or policy and cannot 
show any economic reason for his 
action, the unions will be able to use 
the Taft-Hartley law's provisions 
to obtain an adjustment. Up to now 
no official request that could legally 
nrnt.prt. thp ^mnlnuore in th® HieHl- 

ling business has been made public. 
So far as the unions are concerned, 
ihey regard the shutdown as no dif- 
ferent from any other voluntary 
closing or layoff. Certainly it is a 
violation of the Taft-Hartley law, 
no matter how meritorious the pur- 
pose of the closing may be. The 
union has notified all distillers in 
this language: 

‘‘The proposed shutdown action 
has been announced without prior 
consultation or collective bargaining 
with the legal and authorized col- 
lective bargaining representatives of 
the employes of the Industry. You 
are hereby notified that any of the 
above described layoffs will be con- 
strued by this international union 
as a unilateral violation and repudi- 
ation of our collective bargaining 
agreement. The international union 
will take such action as it deems 
appropriate in the event of any such 
action by any employer.’’ 

It will be interesting to see 
whether the President of the United 
States in the interest of food con- 
servation will ask 15,000 workers to 
give up 60 days’ pay as a contribu- 
tion to the cause—a sacrifice no 
other group of citizens is being 
asked to make. 
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This Changing World 
Weather Vanes on Marshall Plan Seen 
In French and Italian Election Trends 

By Constantine Brown 
The political weather bureaus in 

the Departments of State and Na- 
tional Defense are following the 
election trends in Italy and France 
with greater in- 
terest than the 
i n t e r m i nable 
discussions a t 
the United Na- 
tions in New 
York. 

For the time 
being the As- 
sembly debates 
represent empty 
words. The po- 
litical situation 
in the two ma- 

jor nations in 
Western Europe 
are the weather 
Vanes Which Will Con»t»ntine lUown. 
reveal coming events in Europe, re- 

gardless of the Marshall plan. 
The Rome city elections are con- 

sidered particularly significant be- 
cause the Communists did come 
out on top, although by a slim 
majority. In some Italian quarters 
this narrow Communist victory is 
hailed as an indication of the grow- 
ing strength of Premier Alclde de 
Gasperl’s Christian Socialist Party 
ana oi me outer nuii-i/uiiuuuiusu 

organizations affiliated with them. 

Many Royalists In Rome. 
Rome, however, is a city with a 

large anti-Communist population. 
Many Roman citizens are still strong- 
ly monarchist and consider the 
Communists the principal cause of 
the defeat of the monarchy in the 
plebiscite. These monarchlal sympa- 
thizers look to the right-wing 
Socialists as the next best thing to 
a royalist party. 

Rome is also a Socialist strong- 
hold. There is a small industrial 
population and many white-collar 
workers, shopkeepers and other such 
persons who know that a Commu- 
nist victory will place them in a 
worse predicament than they are 

today. The Vatican's political in- 
fluence also is far greater in Rome 
than in Northern Italy, where the 
Communists have their greatest 
strength. 

In spite of all this, the Com- 
munists succeeded in getting a 

plurality in the Rome election. 
American observers in Italy re- 

port to Washington that they an- 

ticipate a showdown between the 
non-Communists and Palmiro Togli- 
atti, the Communist leader, some 
time before the end of the year. 
The showdown will be preceded by 
the usual wave of strikes and the 
Moscow henchmen is expected to 
use his partisan force in Northern 
Italy against the regular govern- 
ment forces. Moscow is little con- 
cerned with Rome and Southern 
Italy. Its eyes are on the richest 
section of Italy, the area between 
the River Po and the Alps, where 
the Communist Party is strongest 
and most militant. 

Next Sunday the French people 
will go to the polls to decide on 

their local government in the 90 
departments. New mayors, council- 
tnen and other regional officials will 
be elected. A number of strikes 
are preceding the voting, and all, 
without exception, are of a political 
character. 

Communists Active. 
The Communists are more active 

now than during the general elec- 
tions for the National Assembly. 
For weeks there have been meetings 
at which the top leaders of the Com- 
munist Party have spoken at length. 
These meetings were generally fol- 
lowed by long banquets, where wines 
were distributed without regard for 
government-imposed rations. 

The Communist commissariat, 
which has ample funds at its dis- 
posal, is always able to supply its 
followers with unobtainable rationed 
goods. In some sections of Northern 
Prance the distribution has been so 

generous that many workmen are 

selling their surplus on the black 
market to those less favored. 

The Communist campaign is now 
in full swing. Whether called by 
the Confederation Generale de Tra- 
vail (CGT), the principal and most 
powerful labor union in France, or 

unauthorized, the strikes are all in- 
tended simply to create confusion, 
hamper the already faulty distribu- 
tion and transportation system of 
the country and aid the Commu- 
nist Party at the coming election. 

The government’s main talking 
point is the Marshall plan. The 
opponents of communism warn the 
French people that America is 
watching the political trends and 
that Congress approval of the Mar- 
shall plan depends, to a large extent, 
on defeat of the Communist candi- 
dates next Sunday. 

White House 'Command’ 
Capital Society Due to Dim Lights 
As State Dinners are Cancelled 

By Doris Fleeson 
The lights will be going out all 

over Capital society now that the 
White House has cancelled its state 
dinners to promote food conserva- 

tion. It is recog- 
nized that like a 

White House in- 
vitation this is 
a command. Of- 
ficial hostesses 
must necessarily 
follow suit; the 
diplomats can 

hardly fail to 
take the hint. 

It so happens 
that the only 
private hostess 
with any preten- 
sions to succeed 
the late Evalvn 
Walsh McLean n»ri» »'«»""• 

as a social leader here, Oklahoma- 
born Mrs. Perle Mesta, is an inti- 
mate friend of the Trumans. In 

fact it was their friendship that 

really launched her. 

Mrs. Mesta, who has again leased 

the Herbert Hoover house on S 

street, was in town when the White 

House announcement came She 
was not forewarned and had been 

making plans for another festive 

season beginning with a party for the 
feminine press. She sain instantly 

that she would follow the Truman 

pattern of course. 

Calm Return to S Street. 

At least Mrs. Mesta, who knows 
how to handle the Oklahoma oil 
and Pittsburgh steel millions her 
father and husband left her, can 

now laugh last at the real estate 

operators. She said frankly she 
wanted a larger residence than Mr. 
Hoover's where she could entertain 
more effectively. When she came to 
negotiate accordingly, she found 
suitable places had increased in 
value to a degree amazing even for 
Washington. Hence her calm return 
to S street. 

Incidentally, Mrs. Mesta and Mrs. 

Fred Vinson, wife of the Chief Jus- 

tice, are rallying this week to Mar- 
garet Truman, who opens a concert 

-tour under a cloud of adverse pub- 
licity questioning her singing abili- 
ties and her teacher's judgment. 
They are driving to Pittsburgh for 
Margaret’s first concert to run up 
the “well-done” flag and cheer the 
girl on her way. 

Margaret Truman has no de- 
tractors here, where she filled her 
difficult role with grace and good 
temper. So far as Washington is 

concerned, anything wrong is that 
teacher’s fault and the child can, 
too, sing. 

Pre-Election Winter. 
Pood conservers think the White 

House had taken a useful step for- 
ward in its veto of state dinners. 
They are now eyeing wistfully the 
laden plates at the endless lunch- 
eons and dinners here which guar- 
antee any really agile politico or 

correspondent freedom from hun- 
ger. They suggest that more real 
wastage probably occurs there than 
in average kitchens these days. 

Some quarters dismiss the new 

dispensation as just one more thing 
in the long pre-election winter that 
lies ahead. Washington has tasted 
similar periods before—’30 to ’32 for 
example—when the two ends of 
Pennsylvania avenue, equally frac- 
tious in mood, played “you’re an- 
other” games, always with an eye 
on the election. 

Hope—usually described as Sen- 
ator Vandenberg—remains that for- 
eign policy can be saved from the 
forthcoming scrimmages. Unluck- 
ily, foreign policy is so thoroughly 
mixed in with the budget and hence 
taxes, which are major domestic is- 
sues the Republicans intend to ride 
to glory, that hope tends to become 
impaired. c 
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LOUIE •—By Harry Hanan 

'On the Other Hand’ 
Press Photographers Sometimes 
Make Public Men Look Foolish 
By Lowell Mellett 

Some of my best friends are news- 

paper photographers. But—. 
I wish they would stop doing what 

they do to our important public 
men. If they 
won’t stop, it’s 
time said Impor- 
tant public men 

took the situa- 
tion in hand 
themselves. 

The other day 
the President 
named an emer- 

gency food cabi- 
net, a group of 
advisers on the 
problem of feed- 
ing Western Eu- 
rope. Naturally 
the group had to 
have its picture Lowell Meiutt. 

taken for the papers. So the picture 
appears alongside the stories of 
near-starvation and distress that 
caused the group to be given its 
important and difficult task. And 
what does it reveal? Six serious 
gentlemen, terribly aware of the 
acuteness of the crisis facing this 
country and the world? Not at all. 
Tf nraaante fai* VAiir atarflpH 

tion six of the merriest men you 
ever saw. 

The President himself is seated at 
his desk, wearing a modest grin. 
Secretary of Commerce Harriman 
and Charles Luckman, seated on 

either side of him, are smiling with 
complete abandon, after the manner 
of hired hands when the boss has 
told a reasonably funny story. 
Standing behind these three are 

Undersecretary of State Lovett, Un- 
dersecretary of Agriculture Dodd 
and Presidential Assistant Steelman. 
Only Mr. Dodd seems able to con- 

tain his mirth, and even he looks 
far from sad. 

Nothing Amusing. 
Now It is hardly possible that the 

President really had told a funny 
story. Not at a time like that. Nor 
is it conceivable that any of the six 
find anything amusing in their new 
undertaking. There is nothing en- 
tertaining in the Jales from abroad. 
Not even the prospect of our own 

population going on short rations 
;ould cause an ^outbreak of hilarity. 

It could only'have been the pho- 
tographers. 

With everything all set and the 
lash bulbs about to pop, one of 
those White House photographers 1 

bviously had done what one of 

them always does. He had said, 
"Now, Mr. President, can’t you all 
smile a little?” Either because they 
thought it was a good idea or be- 
cause they were amused by the pho- 
tographer’s temerity or perhaps 
merely to break the strain of waiting 
for the flash bulb’s flash, all six had 
promptly relaxed their facial mus- 
cles into smiles. And click went the 
cameras, with the result noted above. 
The situation in Europe may be 
tragic, but, if you can believe the 
cameras, it merely hands us a laugh. 

Of course, there is something to 
be said in the photographers’ de- 
fense. They have a job to do. They 
are expected to bring in interesting 
pictures, not solemn studio portraits. 
And there is a limit to the liberties 
they can take with the big shots 
who pose for them. 

On the occasion described, for 
instance, they couldn’t very well 
say, “Gee whiz, Mr. President, don’t 
you fellows realize the suffering 
that’s going on in Europe; can’t you 
look like it makes you feel bad?” 

Victims Always Smile. 
That might have developed some 

wonderful expressions and produced 
a very satisfying picture. But the 
subjects would have resented such 
instructions. They might have re- 
— — w vw « j/ivvutvu vnaviii 

But the man with his finger on 
the trigger can always say, “Smile, 
please.” It's an accepted part of the 
process. And the victims always 
smile. Frequently to their later 
regret. 

* * * * 

As for the food-saving campaign, 
it is a little early to predict whether 
the President’s committee will even- 

tually be able to smile in the satis- 
faction of a difficult task success- 
fully performed. Chairman Luck- 
man appears to be getting results 
in a number of directions. Persuad- 
ing the distillers* to drop out of the 
market for grain and turn their 
stocks over to the Government for 
export is the biggest achievement 
thus far. Co-operation by the na- 
tional organization of restaurant 
men is heartening. Other Republi- 
can members of Congress, most of 
them, seem disposed to put the re- 
calcitrant chairman of the House 
Appropriations Committee, Mr. Ta- 
ier, in his place. Candidate Stassen 
las undertaken to set Candidate 
3ewey straight. And the people, by 
ind large, have stopped making faces 
vhile preparing to take their Gov- 
ernment-prescribed diet. 

(Copyrinht, 1947, Globe Sjuiclicele.) 

McLemore— 
Ready to Wash 
Dirty Linen 

By Henry McLemore 
What is so rare as a day in June? 
That’s an easy one. 
A cabinet member who, the 

minute he leaves public service, 
doesn’t wear out 
six typewriters 
and four ghost- 
writers telling 
all, confidential 
and otherwise, 
that went on 
when he was in 
Washington and 
had his ear to 
the ground—and 
the dirt. 

There isn’t 
much chance 
that I’ll ever be 
appointed to the 
cabinet by any 
President in his Henry McLemore. 

right mind, but miracles have hap-1 
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side, I have started writing my 
memoirs as a cabinet member, 
which I will publish immediately 
after I have retired to private life. 
I am not going to let any of my 
fellow cabinet members beat me to 
the presses with a book. I want to 
be the first to wash the dirty linen. 
That’s when being a public servant 
really pays off. 

Here’s a Rough Idea. 
My book is tentatively titled, “You 

Made Me What I Am Today—Don’t | 
Think I’m Satisfied.” Here is a rough 
draft of one of the chapters: 

“I hadn’t seen the Boss (I always 
called him Boss except when I 
called him Chief, Superchief or 
Twentieth Century Limited) for a 

week. I was very anxious to see him, 
and was delighted when he called 
late in the afternoon and told me 
to hurry over to you know what 
color house, that it was important. 
His voice seemed strained so, with- 
out waiting to jot down in my diary 
the things about the administra- 
tion that I hadn’t liked that day, 
I jumped in the biggest car fur- 
nished me by the taxpayers and 
told the chauffeur, a cousin of mine, 
to step on it. 

“I found the Boss seated behind 
his desk. This surprised me, because 
he usually sat in front of his desk, 
facing the big windows, so he could 
look out on the White House grounds. 
Lest you are curious why the Boss 
liked to look out of the windows, 
let me tell you something about him 
a little-known facet of his character, 
which will endear him to you and 
show him as the warm human being 
that he really was. 

“He had two hobbies. One of 
them was trapping quail out of sea- 
son on the White House lawn, and 
he couldn’t bear to take his eyes off 
the traps, so interested was he in 
wnat nis eaten would be tnat day. 
Rumors that the Boss .once was seen 

peddling quail to luxury restaurants 
are without foundation. He ate 
every blessed one of them himself. 

Hard to Keep Secret. 
“His other hobby was dynamiting 

fish in the Potomac. This hobby 
was very difficult to keep secret, and 
it is to the everlasting credit of 
the Secret Servicemen only those 
people whose homes and boats were 
rocked by the frequent 'blasts ever 
knew about it. 

"As I said, the Boss was seated 
back of his desk when I walked, in 
Hs office, wahooed like an Indian, 
and said: ‘Well, Chief.’ 

‘Well, h—I,’ he said, ‘not a single 
bird in a trap and not, a single 
stick of dynamite left in the house.’ 

"It was the first time I had heard j 
him swear in a week. But with him I 
it didn’t sound like swearing, some-; 
how—it sounded like downright pro-; 
fanity. 

“The talk turned from quail-trap- 
ping to international policy. 

"That soon bored us stiff, so we 
started gossiping about the other 
members of the cabinet. It hurt 

me t,o find out that he liked several 
of them. I had figured 1 was the 
only one he really cared for. 

“What & privilege it was to work 
with him and for him! My loyalty 
never wavered. In a later chapter I 

I will tell how it hurt me when h* 

suspected me of disloyalty and In- 
sisted on my being frisked befor* 

entering the White House." 
(Distributed by McNaught Syndicate. Inc ) 
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