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Mr. Baruch's Platitude 
In his statement the other day to the 

Senate War Investigating Committee, 
Bernard M. Baruch offered advice whose 
substance may be summed up by saying 
that the saddest of all words are "it might 
have been” and that a nation, like a man, 
is lacking in good sense and judgment, 
and is endangering itself, when it fails to 

profit from experience and guard against 
the repetition of past mistakes. 

This is ancient and even hackneyed 
advice. Like a lot of eternally true and 
wise platitudes, however, it is worth 
repeating over and over again. No one 

will deny that it is right. The only thing 
wrong with it is that people—notably the 
American people—keep on forgetting it 
even though they agree with it when they 
are reminded of it. 

If at the start of the Second World 
War we had kept it in mind, we might 
have avoided a lot of unnecessary loss of 
blood and treasure. Indeed, in Mr. 
Baruch’s judgment, our forgetfulness in 
this sense, our failure to be guided by 
experience, our “foot-dragging and fum- 

bling” in mobilizing our economy, “our 

mauiuiy tu luucclivc mctuuuo «atn 

they were clearly indicated,” cost us “thou- 
sands of lives, extra billions of dollars 
and months of time” in winning the final 
victory. 

In making this point, and in making the 
further point that our postwar demobiliza- 
tion has been similarly haphazard, Mr. 
Baruch has not singled out any partic- 
ular individuals or groups for major 
blame. He has said, however, that Presi- 
dent Roosevelt “always tried to move fast, 
faster than others, but some of those 
around him tried' to do things the easy 

way, which was the worst way.” He has 

'implied, too, that much of the trouble had 
its roots in Congress—in congressional fear 
of the voters’ opinion, in a legislative 
desire to take piecemeal and faltering 
steps and to temporize with a situation 
that demanded bold and far-reaching 
measures. 

Perhaps the fault is inherent in our 

democracy. But Mr. Baruch does not think 
so. He believes that the American 

people—the electorate—“will do anything 
required of them if they are told why.” 
He believes—and he has given an im- 

pressive outline of one—that we can 

prepare an adequate plan for total defense 

at this time, that this plan can be held 
in readiness for any emergency, and that 
4U a mhUUa nrill if if fro nlr TooHor. 

—- -- 

ship stands behind it. In any event, Mr. 

Baruch is certainly right in declaring that 

the Nation no longer can afford the luxury 
of forgetting experience and repeating the 

errors of the past. In his words, “with the 
new Instrumentalities of mass destruction, 
we will not have time to improvise. 
Bravery or resources will not overcome an 

enemy who has destroyed us.” 
In short, while working ardently for 

peace, we must be prepared with an over- 

all plan to meet any grave eventuality—a 
readiness that will serve as the best pos- 
sible check against war. This, too, has 
become a platitude, but never have the 
American people and their Government 
had greater reason to take it as a warning 
they must heed to survive. 

Diplomats as Hostages 
Moscow’s announcement that the former 

Brazilian Ambassador and his Embassy 
staff have been “taken under surveillance,” 
to be held practically as hostages for the 

safety* of the Soviet diplomats in Rio de 

Janeiro, is another radical departure of 

the Soviet government from international 
comity. 

Since very ancient times it has been a 

cardinal principle among nations and 

peoples, even primitive and relatively 
uncivilized, that the person or an accred- 

ited diplomatic representative and his 
immediate entourage are entitled to 

immunity. A breach of diplomatic rela- 

tions or even a declaration of war makes 
no difference in this privileged status. 

The state to which he is accredited -is 

bound not only to assure his personal 
safety but to accord every facility for 

him and his followers to leave the country 
in a dignified manner. 

The action of the Soviet government is 

predicated upon allegations by represent- 
atives of the official foreign news agency, 
Tass, that the Soviet Embassy in Rio has 

been attacked by “hooligans,” that mem- 

bers of the Embassy staff have been 

stoned, and that the Brazilian police on 

duty at the Embassy “encourage these 
hooligan acts.” This last allegation against 
the police force of a great and civilized 
power like Brazil seems especially prepos- 
terous. The whole thing looks like a 

provocative insult coupled with a build-up 
to arouse domestic antiforeign feeling; 
for the Moscow radio states that “these 

reports are causing great indignation 
among the Soviet public.” 

This truly uncivilized conduct on the 

part of the Soviet government looks like 

a return to the unhappy episodes to which 

the diplomatic colony in Moscow was 

subjected during the early days of the 

Bolshevik Revolution. At that time, the 

new Red regime had practically declarec 
war against the "bourgeois world” anc 

rather gloried in its disregard of diplo- 
matic niceties. The results were f 

■tries of heated protests by foreign gov 
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ernments and even the breaking of 
diplomatic relations. If Moscow is now 

returning to that deplorable attitude, the 
Soviet government may have to be made 

sharply aware that it will not be tolerated. 
And this awareness should ,be brought 
home to it, not only by those governments 
immediately affected but by all who 

uphold the decencies of international 
comity. 

Communists and Civil Rights 
It is not an easy thing to find a rational 

middle ground between the conflicting 
claims of extremists who have been 

whipped into a sort of oratorical fury by 
the House investigation of communism in 

Hollywood. 
At one extreme is Senator Pepper of 

Florida. Referring to the current investi- 
gation, he says that “the great danger to 
American democracy from these witch 
hunts and loyalty purges” lies in the fact 
that “they attempt to produce a safe and 
even pusillanimous conformity to a stereo- 

type of mediocrity dictated by some self- 
constituted censor.” 

At the other extreme stands Representa- 
tive Rankin of Mississippi, who answers 

Senator Pepper with the assertion that 
the “guarantee of civil liberties does not 
give the right to any one to plot to over- 

throw our Government or attempt to 

spread communism or any other ism to 
our destruction.” 

Neither of these gentlemen is entirely 
right, nor are they entirely wrong. And 
the basic difficulty is that their arguments 
proceed from premises which do not exist 
in fact. 

T/ 11_TT__1* 1 

AX AXUUOO lUYCOl'lgaHUll YVC1C UCdXgUCU 

to press American thought into the mold 
of “pusillanimous conformity” of which 
Senator Pepper speaks, or even if it could 
reasonably be expected to have that effect, 
regardless of intent, then the Florida Sen- 
ator would deserve to be taken very seri- 
ously. But he is wrong in his premise, for 

| the aim-of the House committee is to ex- 

pose such Communist influence as there 
may be in Hollywood. This ought to be 
exposed, and if the job is to be done some 

agency has to do it. The argument is 
made that the indirect effect of exposure 
is to intimidate and coerce producers to 

| make pictures which conform to the think- 
ing of the committee. This is a very far- 
fetched assumption, but even if it were 

I true it is not in itself a valid argument 
against the exposure of Communist activi- 
ties. When a popular President lashes out 
at the newspapers, there is a possibility 
that some publishers may be intimidated. 
But that is no reason why the press should 
not be criticized. The same thing applies 
to Congress, to the courts, to the church 
and to any other instrument which func- 
tions in our democracy. We need to re- 
member that the Bill of Rights erects its 
safeguards against legislative restraints on 

basic liberties, not against incidental pres- 
sures which grow out of the give-and-take 
of our democratic system. We need to be 
guided by some rule of reason. A thing 
like the Hollywood investigation might be 
carried to a point of real abuse. But those 
who are of the liberal persuasion ought 

I not to shout themselves hoarse merely be- 
cause a possibility of abuse is present. 

Mr. Rankin is equally wrong in his prem- 
ise. Of course the guarantee of civil 

| liberties does not give any one the right 
j to plot the overthrow of our Government 
I in the nnnnlar spnw nf that 

But this guarantee does give people the 
right to attempt, by peaceful means, to 
spread communism or any other ism. That 
is the basic reason for the existence of the 
Bill of Rights—to enable minorities to 
preach doctrines^that are unpalatable to 
the majority, and it will be a sorry day 
for this country if that right is ever 

suppressed. 
All that any one has a right to ask is that 

when Communists, for example, set out to 
preach their doctrine, they be Identified for 

j what they are. They are entitled to the 
protection of the Bill of Rights in attempt- 
ing to spread their political philosophy, 
but they are not entitled to invoke the 
Bill of Rights as a shield to mask their 
true identity and their real purpose. 

The excited cries of partisans to the con- 

trary, this is the real heart of the issue 
which confronts us in this country today. 
If we handle the problem with the common 
sense which is one of the richest inher- 

| itances of the American people our civil 
liberties will not be in danger. 

New Soviet Ambassador 
If there is any particular significance 

! in the removal of Nikolai Novikov as 

; Soviet Ambassador to the United States, 
I the unfolding of events themselves will 
| have to disclose it. There is nothing in 

the man’s background to warrant informed 
speculation one way or the other. He 
succeeded Andrei Gromyko in the post 
only last year, and he was called back 

i home for consultation not many months 
later. He scarcely had time to make him- 
self known to America. He appears to 
have been a stickler for protocol, and he 
once made a speech—in Chicago—de- 
claring that his country and ours could 
work and live together peacefully. Beyond 
that, however, the record of his activities 
here offers no clue to the possible mean- 

ing of his retirement now. 

Similarly, 45-year-old Alexander Pan- 

yushkin—the new Ambassador-designate 
—has a background that throws little light 

| on the situation. From 1939 to 1944, he 
; was Ambassador to China, where his 
I personality was found to be very agreeable, 

This experience, which ended in illness, 
I was followed by an assignment to the 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Moscow. His 
| career to date, like Mr. Novikov’s, thus 
| has lacked special distinctions of a sort 

| that might indicate whether the shift in 

; the Soviet Embassy has more in it than 

| meets tt\e eye. Such shifts have sometimes 

[ presaged a change in policy, but this one 

| may signify nothing more than a purely 

| administrative move. In any event, unless 
I and until the Kremlin itself begins talking 
I and acting differently, it will seem rather 

j futile to look for omens of one kind or 

another in Mr. Panyushkin. 

Mr. Hoffman Rebuffed 
President Truman has done the proper 

and sensible thing in refusing to make the 

Civil Service Commission permit Repre- 
sentative Clare Hoffman to pry into one 

of its confidential files. 
Mr. Hoffman heads the House Commit- 

tee on Exceutive Expenditures, which is in 

a position to exercise some control over 
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appropriations for agencies like the Civil 
Service Commission. This gives a man 
like Mr. Hoffman a certain power to brow- 
beat the commission, and he has not hesi- 
tated to try to use that power. 

But the commission, to its credit, stood 
out against him. It agreed to remove from 
the file in question any cards bearing on 
the loyalty of members of Congress, but it 
firmly refused to let Mr. Hoffman or his 
committee examine the file itself. 

The reasons for the refusal are perfectly 
sound. In the first place a congressional 
committee could not be permitted to go 
snooping through the file with danger that 
confidential sources of information would 
be exposed. Secondly, this is a lead file, a 

file containing information on persons, who 
might apply for Government jobs, but who 
have not yet done so. Since they have not 

applied for jobs, the information has not 
been verified and much of it may be in- 
accurate. 

Certainly, that is not a field in which Mr. 
Hoffman should be permitted to wander at 
will. For that would give him access to 
information, possibly incorrect informa- 

tion, that might be used to the great detri- 
ment of innocent people. And there is 
nothing in Mr. Hoffman’s record which 
inspires confidence that he would handle 
such information with discretion or a nice 
regard for the rights of others. 

The Needed Commemoration 
A great throng of people in New York 

yesterday paid tribute to the first of 
America’s war dead to be brought home 
from the European theater of World War 
II. The instinct to offer homage to those 
sons of the Republic who died that it 
might continue to live was natural. It 
found proper expression in a public park. 
Yet in the very nature of things today, as 

when Lincoln spoke at Gettysburg, the 
living cannot compensate the fallen by 
words. Nothing that any citizen can say 
will suffice to express the Nation’s grati- 
tude. 

Only in deeds can the debt be discharged. 
The sole practical purpose served by sol- 
emn ceremonies of commemoration is that 
of rededicating the American community 
to the principles which were served by 
the men who were lost in the struggle with 
the Axis powers. Need for such repeated 
consecration is evident. The United States 
is an affirmation of ideals of civilization 
which constantly require reinforcement. 
Armed assault is but one of many different 
forms of attack which history records. In 
effect, we incessantly are engaged in an en- 
deavor testing whether our Nation or “any 
nation so conceived and so dedicated can 

long endure.” Freedom obviously must be 
born anew, not simply occasionally, but 
from day to day and from month to month 
throughout the marching years. The men 
who fought and died in the conflict of 
1941-45 were schooled in this reality of 
American experience. 

Some of the dead of World War II will 
remain near where they fell in lands which 
they reclaimed. For those who are brought 
home to sleep in their own native earth 
the country as a whole will stand guard 
with undiminished respect as the decades 
pass. But the authentic tribute of re- 
membrance must arise not so much from 
formulas commemorating the dead as from 
the development of better patterns of liv- 
ing as individuals, as group and as one 
all-inclusive democracy of people. 

lhis and I hat 
By Charles E. Traceioell. 

In flew the white-throated sparrow, another 
sure sign that autumn is here. 

He followed the junco, or snowbird. 
These two alone would prove that the prelude 

to winter is at hand. 
Few better birds exist than the white-throat. 
He is a cousin to the common sparrow, but 

larger, with stripes on his head, including some 
white and yellow. 

A big sparrow, he, about 7Vi inches long; he 
eats insects, weed seeds and wild berries. 

He comes to us from the North, where he 
built his nest on the ground, and raised from 
8 to 10 babies, in two groups. Sometimes he 
builds his nest in low bushes. 

* * * * 

This is not only a fine-looking bird, one sure 
to attract attention, but his rather sad, sweet 
song always appeals. 

Careless observers often mistake the white- 
crowned sparrow for the white-throated spar- 
row. 

An authority puts it this way; “The white- 
crown lacks entirely the yellow patch before 
the eye, the white stripe over the eye, and the 
white patch on the throat, all of which are 

conspicuous marking of the white-throat’s 
plumage. Then, too, the white-throat’s head 
is much more nearly flat on the crown than is 
the white-crown’s, which is distinctly dome 
shaped. On the other hand, the white-crowns 
and white-throats frequently associate, and feed 
together, and their manners are not unlike.” 

All this is a bit confusing, but fortunately the 
local observer need not worry much about it; 
the chances are 10 to 1 that the new bird he 
sees in his shrubbery at this time of the year 
is the white-throated sparrow. 

The song of the white-throat is one of its 
greatest contributions to the pleasure of man- 
kind. It is composed of two notes, each the 
same length, followed by about eight notes at 
a somewhat higher level, the latter being a bit 
quavering, and seeming not to come to any 
definite end. It is this quality of indefiniteness 
that distineuishes the melody, and gives it a 

cynicai twist. Some listeners think the song 
of the white-crowned sparrow the better of the 
two. We do not agree with this. To our ear, 
the plaintive melody of the white-throated 
sparrow is the better. Songs of both of these 
sparrows may be heard in the dark, now and 
then. 

The white-crowned sparrow has two broad 
white stripes on the head, alternated with two 
black stripes. There is no yellow. 

* * * * 

These fine sparrows ought to make any 
observer think better of their distant cousin, 
the common sparrow. 

While they are not precisely related—indeed, 
some expert's say the English sparrow is really 
no sparrow at all, but a weaver bird—the song 

j sparrow, white-throated sparrow and the white- 
crowned sparrow are so indubitably like the 
common sparrow that admiration of the three 
must extend to admiration for the common 

species, at least to a certain extent. 
Common sparrows have been observed to 

make nests in odd places, and of odd shapes, 
although in the main their nests are not elab- 
orate, merely enough to do the work of caring 
for the young until they are able to fly. 

Of the three special spafrows mentioned, the 
song sparrow is the one we ’mostly see nest 

making, often not more than two or three feet 
from the sidewalk ia a barberry' hedge. 

Special sparrows, let us call the song sparrow, 
white-throat and white-crown, but at the same 

time let us not forget that the common sparrow 
is well liked by these, and by another fine 
relative, the cardinal, or redbird. 

Surely with such friends and relations, the 
common sparrow cannot be as bad a bird as it 
is sometimes painted. Even some of the bird 
books contain poorly painted representations, 
as if the author felt himself forced to put the 
bird in but meanly would not do it Justice but 
made it as far worse looking than it actually is, 

; As a matter of fact, for a downright pretty little 
| bird, there are few better than the female 
i English sparrow. 
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Rackets in Home Building 
Many Practices That Add to Today’s High Costs 

Are Reported to Congress Investigator 
By Lawrence Sullivan 

congress wants to Know why a *6,000 house 
today costs the homeless veteran *7,500—if, in- 
deed, he can get a house built at any price. 

For every dollar he puts into building, the 
an gets 

only 75 cents 
worth of 
house. 

Who gets 
that missing 
quarter, and 
how? 

R e presents- 
tivo Ralph W. 
G w i n n o f 
New York, 
chairman o f 
the House 
Labor Com- 
mittee’s spe- 
cial subcom- 
m i t t e e on 

housing, has 
been digging Ralph W. Gwinn. 

into the figures lor three months. 
Aided by Investigators and accountants, he 

has inquired into rules and practices of labor 
unions which limit the amount of work a build- 
ing craftsman may do in one day. 

He has examined all sorts of make-work 
rules, feather-bedding rules, restrictive selling 
practices in building materials and out-moded 

building codes, which forbid the use of time- 

saving and labor-saving construction mate- 
rials and machinery. 

All these restrictions and limitations on 

building, Mr. Gwinn says, account for that 

precious 25 cents plucked from the veteran’s 

housing dollar. 

Some Examples of What He Finds. 

In San Francisco union' plasterers have re- 

fused even to try out a new machine to apply 
outside stucco under water pressure. All work 
must be done by hand. 

In Chicago the use of ready-mixed con- 

crete is prohibited by the cement finishers 

union. All mortars must be mixed on the 

site. 
In Boston a maintenance engineer, earning 

about $72 a week, must be employed merely 
to turn on an electric welding machine in 

the morning and shut it off at night. Every 

power crane must have an oiler in constant 

attendance—adding another $50 a week. 
In most cities, union plumbers refuse to 

use electric pipe threaders; carpenters may 

not use electric saws; union painters are for- 

bidden to use spray guns. In several cities 

paint brushes may not be more than four 

inches wide. 
In New York all the iron rods used in re- 

inforced concrete must be bent on the site. 

Rods bent to specifications at the mill may 

not be placed by union workers. New York 

unions also forbid pre-assembly of plumbing 
pipe at the factory. All connections must 

be cut and threaded on the Job. 
In Cleveland the unions demand one fore- 

man for every 10 bricklayers, but these fore- 

men are not allowed to touch a tool. They 
earn about $115 a week. 

In both New York and Chicago carpenters 
will not hang doors on which the hardware- 

locks, hinges, knobs, etc.—have been placed 
at the factory. 

In Boston, union plasterers rmtJtte three 

coats of plaster for each room, although 
architects insist two would be plenty. 

Apprentice plasterers in Cleveland are re- 

quired to work three years before they may 

qualify as journeymen at full pay, but builders 
1 insist they can train competent rough plaster- 

ers in three months. Hence, there are 

virtually no new men coming into the trade. 

Results of a Questionnaire. 
Ralph L. Himmelhoch, 120 S. La Salle street, 

Chicago, has been appointed special counsel, 
to the Gwinn Committee, to correlate facts 

and figures submitted by home buyers, con- 

tractors, architects, municipal bodies, and by 

equipment manuiaciurers wnose prooucus 
often are excluded from important markets 

by union rules forbidding the use of labor- 

saving materials and machinery. 
A questionnaire submitted to several thou- 

sand recent home buyers, veterans’ organiza- 
tions, apartment contractors, architects, labor 
unions, and chambers of commerce, brought in 
voluminous information of current significance 
covering extortion, intimidation, monopolistic 
practices, jurisdictional disputes, boycotts, 
featherbedding, and slow-downs. On the basis 
of this material, the Gwinn Committee has 
scheduled a series of hearings across the coun- 

try during November and December, Including 
stops at New York, Philadelphia, Cleveland, 
Chicago, St. Louis, and San Francisco. 

“It has been estimated by reputable authori- 
ties in the construction industry that arbitrary 
restrictions on home building are adding about 
a billion dollars a year to dwelling costs 
throughout the Nation,” Mr. Himmelhoch said. 
“Many of the unions forbid or sharply limit 
the use of labor-saving machinery. Other rules 
and regulations compel the hiring of many 
more men than actually are needed for a given 
job. Some labor organizations even presume 
to dictate how much and what kind of materials 
may be used in a new house.” 

Chairman Gwinn emphasizes that his sub- 
committee is launched only upon a fact-finding 
inquiry. 

“This is not a prosecuting committee. We are 

not proceeding to indict anybody, but want to 

get at the facte.” 

Make-Work Rules to Protect Jobs. 
Virtually every building craft enforces vari- 

ous make-work rules which add unnecessarily 
to construction costs, according to reports re- 

turned on the committee’s questionnaires. 
In some cities, union carpenters will not per- 

mit use of door-fitting machines. 
Concrete forms must be stripped by high- 

priced Journeyman carpenters, instead of un- 

skilled labor. 
Doors and windows delivered with glass 

panels installed, must be placed By journeyman 
carpenters with Journeymen glaziers idly stand- 
ing by at full-time rates, although there 1s no 

work for the glaziers to do. 
Similar restrictive rules prevail in the labor 

agreements of painters, plasterers, electricians, 
plumbers, engineers, steel and iron workers, 
and stone masons. 

The powerful drive of indignant veterans now 

sparks the nation-wide crusade to eliminate all 
such exactions in home construction. 

Typical of the resolutions reaching the Gwinn 
Committee is one from a Chicago post of the 
American Legion pledging support to “this 
timely and laudable effort to eliminate all rac- 

keteering, shakedowns, extortion, collusion, 
slow-downs, feather-bedding, and make-work 
rules which tend to limit or delay new construc- 
tion in this area.” 

This resolution continues with a demand that 
“every known labor saving device and every 
known time-saving and cost-reducing method 
be applied vigorously in every phase of home 
construction.” 

Fairly representative of the material received 
by the Gwinn Committee is an affidavit from St. 
Louis covering a subdivision of 119 homes for 
veterans begun on June 30, 1945. Soon, the 
business agent of the AFL Construction 
Trades Council called to demand a closed-shop 
contract on the project, which the builder re- 

fused. A picket line was established May 28, 
1946, accompanied by a boycott which extended 
to AFL employes of the local electric light 
company. As a result, “employes of Union 
Electric Co. of Missouri will not install utilities 
in his subdivision until instructed by their 
union.” 

Between January 1946 and February 1947, this 
builder sold only one house in the entire project. 

Instead of 119 occupied dwellings in this 
project, St. Louis has 13 ready for occupancy— 
save for electrical connections. 

Letters to The Star 
Urges Gardens for Peace and Plenty 

I To the Editor of The 8t»r: 

It seems to this writer that some of the fervor 

that Americans put into the war effort might 
not be amiss right now in combating high prices 
and in helping to put food into the mouths of 

the hungry peoples of Europe. During the war 

10,500,000 Victory gardens sprouted from one 

end of the country ta the other. We planted 
them then to help win a war. We can plant them 

again to help guarantee the peace. May I 

suggest that the Department of Agriculture, 
starting right now, begin a campaign to make 

1948 a bumper food year by sponsoring Gardens 

for Peace and Plenty? 
In 1944 Victory gardens helped swell the 

food supply of the Nation to an all-time high, 
namely 38 per cent above the 1935-39 average. 

Why should we eat less when we can produce 
more through our collective efforts in our owik- 
back yards? 

As every one knows, high food prices con- 

tribute to the inflationary spiral by adding to 

the cost of everything else from pianos to 

automobiles. Gardens for Peace and Plenty 
would help stop this spiral, would contribute to 

the national morale, would feed America better 

and would release food for overseas. All in one 

blow! 
With the coming of spring, let’s put our 

shoulders to the shovel and, in the words of 

the psalmist, "Those who sow with tears harvest 

with songs in their hearts.” 
With millions of men and women enjoying 

Saturdays off, in addition to Sundays, even 

metropolitan city dwellers will welcome the op- 

portunity to do their mite, by following the call 

of the soil all over the breadth and width 
of the country. 

Might I respectfully suggest that our Pres- 

ident appeal to the Nation to plant in 1948 

20,000,000 gardens, thus making peace and 

plenty a true realization? 
SIGMUND GOTTLOBER. 

High Cost of School Milk 
To the Editor ol The Star: 

There recently appeared an article about 

penny milk in public schdols. My sons go to the 

Patterson School in the Southwest. They don’t 

get milk there from this National School Lunch 

Act. They pay 35 cents a week, which includes 

one graham cracker a day. It should be 25 cents. 

This school never did get milk cheap. It was 

30 cents last year. Could something be done 

about this? MRS. bORIS SEYMOUR. 

Government Aid for ‘Over 50s’ 
To the Editor or The 8ttr: 

It was not at all surprising to read the letter 
from your correspondent who said that because 

of his being 50 years old he had been unable to 

get work. This condition in general has existed 

for a long time, though there are countless 

; people who try to ignore it. They are the ones 

! who indorse sending billions abroad and who 

lament discriminating against certain creeds 
! and nationalities. It is said on excellent au- 

thority that some clergy look with disfavor on 

employing any one past 35. Moreover, these 
same ministers offer no suggestion whereby the 

unemployed can buy food or clothing and pay 
for lodging. 

If capable men and women through no fault 
or their own are unable to find Jobe, then the 
Government should give them outright salaries 

t 

Letters for publication must bear 
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(not pittances )that would permit them to live 
in comfort. After all, many people who are 

drawing (not necessarily earning) substantial 
wages would have difficulty in describing their 
duties. A. L. A. 

The Sane and the Insane 
To the Editor of The 8tar: 

In The Star of September 26, there ap- 
peared an article, “Author of Religious Text 
Leaves Mental Hospital After 20 Years,” quoting 
the judge who declared the man was “not a 

patient but a prisoner” for 20 years. 
October 15, there appeared an article “War 

Vet Fieed from Hospital after 26 Years.” The 

jury deliberated only five minutes before grant- 
ing freedom. 

The insane asylums contain too many in- 
nocent and. harmless people, whose only ir- 

rationality is that they refuse to conform to 
some one else's standard of conduct. Too 
often we overlook the fact that so-called insane 
manifestations are in many instances merely 
gross exaggerations of traits, moods, thoughts 
or acts that have a normal background and 

repressed existence in many, if not all, of us. 

The person whose liberty has been signed 
away behind his back is not allowed to see the 

ord$r and certificate on which he is confined 
until after his release; that release he is to 

obtain by combatting ? the statements in the 
order and certificate. So to get out he must 
first see and contradict the lies that put him 
in; but to see the lies that put him in he must 
first get out. So runs the circle of iniquity. 

H. E. FRIEDMAN. 
Director, American Equity Association. 
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Faith in De Gaulle Justified 
To the Editor of The Star: 

As a staunch believer since the very begin- 

ning in General de Gaulle’s patriotism, I cannot 

help but feel elated not only by the confidence 
demonstrated in him by his own people, but also 
by the obvious change in heart evidenced by 
practically all of the articles and editorials of 

the leading Washington newspapers. 
MARIE ROSE NICKLIN. 

Doubts Discrimination 
To the Editor of The St»r: 

Having read in The Star of October 23 a 

letter signed “Veteran and Subscriber,” titled 

“Housing Discrimination,” in which the writer 

states that he has answered ads in newspapers 

regarding apartments and was treated “cool 

when he said he was not Jewish, I must confess 

I doubt this, as I also have looked for apart- 
ments or rooms for my wife and self in recent 

years, and the only time I ever have seen an 

ad which read “Jewish only" was in the case 

of rooms for rent in an individual Jewish home. 

I certainly feel sorry for this “Veteran and 

Subscriber.” 
_ 

3rd ARMY INFANTRY COMBAT VETERAN. 
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Stars, Men and Atoms 

Life Can Exist on Mars 
Photocell Device Proves 

Presence of Carbon Dioxide Give# 
Clue to Earthlike Vegetation, 

By Thomas R. Henry 
Life on Mars, possibility of which has been de- 

bated for the past half century, now seems quit* 
probable. 

The red planet, next removed to tha earth 
from the sun, not only has an atmosphere but 
its ‘'air" contains about the same proportion 
of the vital gas, carbon dioxide, as does that of 
the earth itself. This proportion is about one 

pert in 3,000. 
The Martian atmosphere contains practically 

no oxygen and its main constituent probably is 
nitrogen. 

Photocell Gives Answer. 
These are the conclusions of Dr. Gerard P. 

Kuiper, director of the McDonald Observatory 
of the University of Chicago at Fort Davis, 
Texas. The determinations were made with an 
extremely delicate photocell apparatus, de- 
veloped during the war, which is approximately 
1,000 times more sensitive to infrared radia- 
tions from the planets than any device used 
hitherto. 

One part in 3,000 of carbon dioxide in the 
atmosphere is quite consistent with the possi- 
bility of vegetation somewhat like that found 
on the earth. Green areas are observed to 
appear on the surface of the planet with the 
advance of spring but many doubts have been 
raised as to whether these are due to foliage. 
Dr. Kuiper hopes to settle the question when 
Mars makes its closest approach to the earth 
next February. 

He also will make studies of the composition 
of the so-called polar ice caps. These, he be- 
lieves, will turn out to be ice of approximately 
the same type found on earth rather than, as 
has sometimes been held, frozen carbon dioxide, 
or "dry ice.” The amount of this gas in the 
planet's atmosphere is too small. 

coma support Lire. 

With his delicate new instrument Dr. Kuiper 
is studying the atmospheres of other planets, 
and finds that Mars alone could possibly sup- 
port life approaching the type found on earth. 

Mercury shows no traces of an atmosphere. 
This was what was expected since the surface 
temperature of the planet closest to the sun 
is about 700 degrees fahrenhelt and any gasses 
would have escaped long ago. The atmosphere 
of Venus is composed almost entirely of carbon 
dioxide which, in such great amounts, would 
be highly poisonous to life. 

The giant planets Jupiter and Saturn have 
heavy atmospheres composed largely of the 
poisonous gases, methane and ammonia. Their 
temperatures average about 200 degrees below 
zero. 

Life on Mars, while possible and even prob- 
able, would necessarily be of quite a low order 
and probably entirely vegetable. It is difficult 
to conceive of animal life in such an attenuated 
atmosphere. 

Questions and Answers 
A reader can get the answer to any question of 

fact by writing The Washington Star Information 
Bureau. 318 I street N.E.. Washington 2. D. C. 
Please inclose 3 cents for return postage. 

By THE HASKIN SERVICE. 

Q. What was the cost of the latest and best 
battleships and aircraft carriers during World 
War II?—J. K. 

A. The Navy Department says that the cast 
of the battleships averaged $104,000,000 per ship 
(Iowa class, 45,000 tons). The Midway class 
carriers (45,000 tons) cost approximately $90,- 
000,000 each, although this figure does not 
include the cost of the airplanes which they 
carried. 

Q. Is the making of wills an ancient custom? 
—H. H. 

A. The earliest known will was written in 
Egypt on papyrus by a priest who left his* 
possessions to a fellow priest. It is dated about 
2550 B.C. 

Q. Who originated the Rhode Island Green- 
ing apple?—H. B. 

A. According to the Department of Agri- 
culture, the Rhode Island Greening apple 
originated near Newport. R. I., from a chance 
seedling, about 1700. 

Q. What is the greatest age to which a turtle 
has lived?—D. S. O. 

A. The life span of turtles may be as high as 

200 years. One of these creatures was captured 
alive on the Island of Mauritius in 1766 and 
lived until 1918. The remains are preserved in 
the British Museum in London. Its age at 
death was estimated at between 200 and 250 
years. 

Q. How did the yard originate as a measure 
of length?—T. R. 

A. According to English tradition King Henry 
I stretched out his arm to give us this measure- 
ment of length. 

Q. Which is more nourishing, white or yellow 
corn?—B. F. C. 

A. There is no difference in food value of 
white and yellow com. 

Q. How old is William and Mary College at 

Williamsburg, Va.? Is it co-educational?— 
C. R. McC. 

A. William and Mary College was chartered 
in 1693 by the English King and Queen (Wil- 
liam and Mary) whose names it bears. Thie 

college is co-educational. Women were ad- 
mitted upon equal terms with men at William 
and Mary for the first time in September, 1918. 

Q. Are airplane pilots required to observe 
certain rules concerning the taking of intoxi- 
cating liquor before flights?—B. J. H. 

A. The Civil Aeronautics Administration says 
that each airline has its own rules specifying 
the time which must elapse between the pilot's 
drinking of intoxicating' beverages and flying. 
According to the Council of State Governments, 
at least 33 States have statutes curbing reckless 
or drunken flying. The Army, Navy and Civil 
Aeronautics Administration have regulations 
which prohibit a pilot from flying while under 
the Influence of liquor. 

Q. What makes is possible for a spider to 
walk over its web when flies and other Insects 
are caught in it?—C. E. M. 

A. Not all the threads of the web are sticky 
and it is on these that the spider usually walks. 
However, a kind of oil is exuded onto the feet 
so that the spider can also walk over the 
sticky threads without sticking fast. 

Q. Under what circumstances did Queen 
Victoria say That she was not interested in 
the possibilities of defeat?—M. P. B. 

A. Fran£ Hardie in “The Political Influence 
of Queen Victoria’’ says that during the “Black 
Week” of the Boer War the Queen wrote a 

tetter in which she said, “We are not interested 
in the possibilities of defeat; they do not 
exist.” 

Drought in the Hill Country 
Dry are the hills. 
The farmer’s weary plow 
Can find no darker, damper soil 
Beneath the chalk of this, the earth's 

parched face. 
No smell of moist loam nestles 
In the billows of this furrow; 
Only the dust. 
Dry are the valleys 
And the stones of the creeks 
Where once the waterwheels dripped coolly, 
Are white. 
And the standing pools 
Where the crnp.es poised through longt 

sweet afternoons 
Are cracked into a million geometric shapes 
Of stiffened clay. 

JULIA COLLINS ARDAYNE. 
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