
Supreme Court Backs 
Jehovah's Witness 
Draft Convictions 

By Associated Press 

Convictions of three members 
of the Jehovah’s Witnesses cult 
on charges of violating the Selec- 
tive Service Act by refusing to 

work at civilian public service 
camps were upheld today by the 

Supreme Court. 
justice Reed delivered the 5-4 de- 

cision. Justice Murphy wrote a dis- 
sent in which Justice Rutledge 

| joined. Justice Douglas also delivered 
a dissent in which Justice Black 
concurred. 

All three or the “witnesses” were 

classified by their Draft Boards as 

conscientious objectors, But each 
contended he was a minister of re- 

jligion and should have been ex- 

empted from all training and service 

j Two of them, Wesley William Cox 
■ and Theodore Romaine Thompson 

of Jackson, Idaho. Each was sent- 
enced to imprisonment for three 
years and three months and fined 
$300. 

Wilbur Roisum of Sunnyside 
Wash., was granted a leave from s 

camp at Lapine. Oreg. He refusec 
| to return and was sentenced to twc 
j years’ imprisonment. All three ap- 
pealed to the high tribunal aftei 
their convictions were upheld by the 
United States Circuit Court in Sar 
Franciso. 

Through Justice Reed, the ma- 

jority held valid a regulation issuec 
by the director of selective service 

i which prescribed tests for deter- 
i mining whether Jehovah's Wit- 
nesses were entitled to exemptior 
as ministers. Justice Reid said: 

“Whether there was no basis ir 
fact for the classification is not e 

question to be determined by the 
jury on an independent considera- 
tion of the evidence. The concep 
of a jury passing independently or 

an issue previously determined bj 
an administrative body * * * is con 

trafv to settled Federal adminis 
trative practice: the constitutiona 
right to jury trial does not includi 

| the right to have a jury pass 01 

the validity of an administrativi 
order.” 

i In discussing the ministerial sta 
tus of the three. Justice Murph 
said that "Congress must hav 
intended to exempt from statutor 
duties those ministers who ar 

forced to labor at secular jobs t 
earn a living as well as those wh 
preach to more opulent congrega 
tions.” 

In his dissent, Justice Dougla 
said that to deny the three thei 

• 

claims for exemption "is to dis- J 
regard • • • facts or to adopt a 

definition of ministers which con- 

tracts the classification provided 
by Congress."_ 

Left-Wing M. P. Envisions 

Danger in Marshall Plan 
A left-wing Labor member of the 

British Parliament told a press 
! conference in the Mayflower Hotel 

j yesterday he fears the Marshall plan 
may end with this country “insisting 
on imposing the American way of 
life with atom bombs.” 

He was Konni Zilliacus, 52. who 
was born in Kobe. Japan, son of 
a Finnish journalist, educated in 
Brooklyn public schools, Finnish, 
Swedish and English secondary 

| schools and was graduated from 

j Yale in 1915. A military intelligence 
I officer in Siberia for the British 
Army in World War I, he served 

[or years on the secretariat of the 
League of Nations and was elected 
to Parliament when the Labor gov- 
srnment came into power in 1945. 

"Every one appreciates the gen- 
»rous and constructive impulse be- 
hind the Marshall plan,” he said. 
But, frankly, I'm a little nervous 

about it.” 
Mr. Zilliacus is making a lec-i 

ture tour under the auspices of the 
National Council of American-So- 
viet Friendship. He was in Wash- 
ington yesterday for conferences. 
He will be a principal in a radio 
debate tonight in Town Hall, New 
York. 

“A FRIEND INDEED” 

You have heard it often, ‘‘A friend in need is a 

friend indeed.” And many of us cherish true 

friendships. 
Another great friend in time of need is a com- 

fortable balance in a Savings Account. 

We invite you to open an account now at either 
of our conveniently located banking offices. 

Such an account may some day prove to be A 

Friend Indeed.” 

The Second National Bank 
of.washinoion 

1 333 G St. N.W. RE. 1700 509 Seventh St. N.W. 
Organized 1872 

Member Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation 
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Water must be boiling 
1 i Scald a crockery tea-pot 

I Put in a teaspoonful of ted 

\or_one tea-bagper person 
\ -Add fresh, BOILING water 

Steep S minutes @ and Serve. 
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SMILE AT 
THE MILES^ 
NOW SERVICE 
to MINNEAPOLIS- 

ST. PAUL 
Capitol Airlines is proud to welcome four 

great cities to its system. Capital now serve* 

MINNEAPOLIS-ST. PAUL, CHARLOTTE, AND 

CHARLESTON, W. VA. Next trip, smile at the 

miles, go Capital! 

Call REpublic 6540 or your travel agent. Ticket 

offices: Statler and Willard Hotels. 

mm 

(Capital 
AIRLINES 

W : ; 

FOR YEARS AS "PCA".. AMERICA’S SECOND OLDEST AIRLINE...NOW SERVING 64 CITIES j 


