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Navy Plane Hits 
Sousa Bridge, 
Misses Autos 

Pilot Gets Slight Cut, 
No One Else Hurt in 
Rush-Hour Crash 

A Navy plane crash-landed on 
Sousa Bridge in the midst of 
work-bound traffic today, barely 
missing motorists and pedes- 
trians as it spun across the 
roadway. The pilot walked 
away with a cut on his forehead. 

The crash occurred a few minutes 
after 9 a m. as cars streamed across 
the bridge. Motorists said they saw 
the plane heading for the bridge 
and slowed down in time to avoid 
collision. 

The plane was piloted by Lt. 
Soule T. Bitting, 31, a Naval Reserve 
officer from Glenview, 111., who re- 
turned to active duty to ferry the 
torpedo bomber from Norfolk, Va. 

The plane, an Avenger, took off 
from Naval Air Station en route to 
Martinsburg, W. Va., only a few 
minutes before thee crash. 

Naval spokesmen said the plane 
started sputtering after taking off. 
Then the engine conked out. 

Left Wing Hits Railing. 
Eyewitnesses saw tile plane hit the 

bridge at a 45-degree angle with the 
nose up as the pilot apparently 
made a last-minute attempt to clear 
the bridge. 

The left wing dipped, crashing 
through the south railing. The 
bomber nosed down over the high- 
way, looped and came to rest against 
the sturdy iron railing on the north 
side. A section of the railing gave 
way. The right wdng hung out over 
the water and the right wheel 
splashed off into the water. 

The fuselage, however, remained 
on the north sidewalk, the plane's 
nose pointing tow-ard the Capitol. 

While motorists and pedestrians 
rushed forward, the pilot pushed 
back the cockpit canopy and climbed 
unasisted from the wreckage. 

At the Naval Air Station dispens- 
ary, he was treated for an inch- 
and-a-half long tut on his forehead 
and released. 

Bridge Damage Less than 51,000. 
The plane's crash landing left the 

bridge with sections missing from 
the north and south sides. The 
concussion also shattered the glass 
in three lamp posts. Capt. H. C. 
Whitehurst, highway director, esti- 
mated bridge damage at less than 
$1,000. 

Richard C. Bailey, 1855 Good Hope 

LT. SOULE T. BITTING. 
—Star Staff Photo. 

road S.E.. a motorist on the bridge, 
said at first he thought the plane 
was attempting to stunt. 

Then I noticed the plane's motor 
was dead," he said. "He was coming 
slowly. I saw the plane nose up. 
Then it hit the bridge at a 45-de- 

gree angle. The first thing I thought 
of was that it was a miracle the 

plane didn't hit anybody.” 
Merle McMillen. 1411 King street 

S.E., saw the plane come in and 

crash while in his car on L street 
S E 

‘‘I heard the plane sputtering and 
it seemed as though the engine was 

conking out. He started to lose 
altitude a couple of thousand feet 

before he got to the bridge and he 
pulled the nose up just before he 

got to the bridge. 
“I thought he was going down 

See CRASH. Page A-5.i 

Truman Gets Tie, 
Recalls His Days 
As Haberdasher 

|y th*» Associated Press 

President Truman, one-time Mis- 
souri haberdasher, demonstrated to- 

day he hasn't forgotten the knack 
of selling when a group of clothiers 
presented him with a $15 hand- 
painted necktie. 

After the resplendent neckpiece 
was handed to him, Mr. Truman 
immediately twirled it into the 
familiar knot used by all tie sales- 
men. 

‘‘I haven't forgotten how,” he 
commented. 

The tie. a maroon affair, portrays 
a Missouri mule leading a camel 
carrying wise men. 

‘‘I might wear it at the Demo- 
cratic Convention,” Mr. Truman 
quipped. 

The head of the delegation, W. O. i 

Swanson, president of the National j 
Association of Retail Clothiers and! 
Furnishers, invited Mr. Truman to! 
address their annual convention at 

Chicago February 24. Then Bob 
Underwood of Richmond, Va., pre- 
sented the tie. 

Mr. Truman did not commit him- 
self on attending the convention. 
Mr. Swanson said, but expressed a 

desire to do so if he could arrange, 
it. The group included Gerald D.j 
Grosner of Washington. 

1 

Bridge Crash First for Flyer 
Who Sank Jap Cruiser in War 

A Navy crane is shown lifting the torpedo bomber which 
crashed on Sousa Bridge in the midst of heavy traffic today. 
(Other picture on Page B-l.) —Star Staff Photo. 

Lt. Soule T. Bitting, the Navy 
flyer who landed his plane on 
Sousa Bridge this morning, won 
the Navy Cross for sinking a Jap 
cruiser during the Pacific war 
but today's crackup was his first 

The 31-year-old flyer told this 
story of his accident after being 
treated at the Naval Air Station 
dispensary for a slight cut in the 
head, his only injury. 

“I have a reserve squadron back 
home in Glenview, 111., and I was 

taking this TBM out there. When 
I took off this morning, everything 
was fine. As I went over the bridge 
(.the Eleventh Street Bridge to Ana- 
costia), the engine began to fail 

I thought I would come down ii 
the river between the two bridges 
and began lowering my flaps. 

"The engine began working again 
however, and I thought I coulc 
make it. But then I realized I wai 

going to hit the bridge, and I saw 
the last cars in front of me get oul 
of the way while another car, a rec 

Ford, halted before getting in m\ 

path. He apparently thought I w!as 

going to hit the bridge. 
“My left wing tip hit the rail or 

the south side, and the plarie swung 
sidewise, coming to rest on the fai 
side of the bridge. 

“I hit my head on the edge oi 
the windshield. Thank God for t.ht 

(See PILOT. Page A-5.) 

6 Die, 17 Hurt as Fire 
Sweeps Philadelphia 
Hotel for Homeless 

Some Killed Leaping to 

Flee Blaze; Many Worked 
As Street Corner Santas 

AMERICAN UNIVERSITY frater- 

nity meeting place destroyed by, 
fire. Page B-l 

By the Associated Press 

PHILADELPHIA, Dec. 1. — 

Wind-lashed flames whipped 
through a dormitory for home- 
less men today, killing 6 per- 
sons and sending to hospitals 17 
other men. some with critical in- 
juries. 

Some of the victims—many em- 

ployed as street corner Santa Clauses 
—died or were hurt leaping from 
their quarters as the sublreezmg 
weather turned the water from fire- 
men's hoses to ice, 

Mrs. Edith Gallant, who lives 
across the street from the dormitory 
operated by the Volunteers of Amer- 
ica, Inc., said she looked from her 
home and saw men. hopelessly 
trapped, at the windows. 

“The fire was in back of them. I 
knew it was going to get them. It 
was all too much to look at. I 
turned away." 

William G. Wilson, 51. who was 

asleep on the second floor of the 
building when the fire began, told of 
staggering to a window, aiding an- 

other man. and stumbling down a 

fire escape. 
Some Couldn't Make It. 

“We went down," he said. “Thank 
God we got down. I saw some of 
the poor devils who were trapped 
at the windows. They couldn't 
make it to the fire escape. When 

you see something like that you feel 
all tied up inside. But you're 
thankful you're alive." 

The search for bodies ended at 
10 a.m. (about 10 hours after the 
blaze was first discovered. Forty 

(See FIRE, Page A-5.1 

What the Russians 
Are Saying of Us 
The Moscow radio, broadcasting to 

the Soviet Union, said: 
American armaments are des- 

rined for the carrying out of a 

program prepared long ago for 
the domination of the world, and 
not for defense against the So- 
viet Union. The U. S. S. R. is \ 
hindering the carrying out of 
American plans for world dom- 
ination;" hence the hatred for the i 
U. S. S. R. displayed by the Amer- 
ican aggressive circles and the 
press under them. The imperial- 
ists' uncertainty as regards the 
future and the gloomy prospects 1 

of capitalism explain the nervous- 

ness of the warmongers. 
"Consequently, American ag- 

gressive circles fear that without 
their control capitalism would 
collapse in the Old World, and 
that its existence can be pro- 
longed only with the help of 
dollars and atom bombs." 

Mrs. Lamarre Appears 
Against Gen. Meyers 
Before Grand Jury 

Husband and Brother 
Also Arrive to Testify; 
Confer With Prosecutors 

By Robert K. Walsh 
Admitting that she was “ner- 

vous," Mrs. Mildred Lamarre, at- 
tractive brunette wife of the for- 
mer president of the Aviation 
Electric Corp. of Dayton, Ohio 
went before a District grand jury 
at noon today to testify against 
Maj. Gen. Bennett E. Meyers. 

Mrs. Lamarre, her nusband. Ble- 
riot H, Lamarre, and her brother 
Thomas E. Readnower, arrived 
early today from Dayton as prin- 
cipal witnesses in the grand jury 
investigation of wartime financial 
activities of the retired Air Force 
deputy chief of procurement. 

"Nothing like this ever hap- 
pened before to me and I am 

nervous." Mrs. Lamarre said ae 

she entered the jury room. She 
and her husband and brother re- 

fused. however, to comment on the 
testimony they expected to give 
or on any of the evidence brought 
out, at a Senate War Investigating 
Subcommittee inquiry on Gen 
Meyers. 

Lamarre and Readnower testi- 
fied at those hearings that Gen 

(See MEYERS, Page A-34. 

Ambassador Grady to Return 
NEW DELHI. Dec. 1 (/?>.—'The 

American Embassy announced today 
that Ambassador Henry F. Grady 
olanned to leave by plane Decem- 
ber 7 for consultations in Washing- 
ton. 

Msgr. Sheen to Be Speaker 
At Chest Report Tomorrow 

The Right Rev. Msgr. Fulton J 
Sheen of Catholic University will 

speak at the next report meeting 
of the Community Chest Fed- 
eration campaign at 12:15 p.m. 
tomorrow at the Burlington 
Hotel. 

He will address a gathering of 
volunteer solicitors now engaged in 
raising the $1,182,687 needed to meet 
the campaign goal of S3.9C0.000. 

The campaign is to raise funds 
for 125 welfate and social, service 
agencies supported by the Com- 
munity Chests of Washington. Alex- 
andria. and Fairfax, Arlington. 
Montgomery and Prince Georges 
Counties. 

Assistant Secretary of the Treas- 
ury Edward H. Foley. jr„ campaign 
chairman, will call on the volunteer 
chairmen of nine units of the cam- 

paign organization for progress re- 

ports. 
“I think we are most fortunate to 

have Msgr Sheen as speaker," Mr. 
Foley declared yesterday in urging 
that as many campaigners as pas- 
sible be present at the meeting. 

In a general statement to the 
20.000 volunteer solicitors and to 
the contributing public, the cam- 

» 

paign Executive Committee declared: 
last night that “real victory is in 
full view.” 

“Teamwork in the campaign has 
put ns on the 70-yard line," the 
statement said. "Like any other 

joint effort, the campaign team has 
had to struggle to reach this ad- j 
vantageous position. 

“But we can be sure that by con- 

tinuing to work hard together we 

can bring in the last gifts needed 
to reach the goal. We have come 

a long way, with excellent gains 
reported, and your Community 
Chest agencies have watched our 

progress very closely and hopefully. 
"Just as in football, where the 

last few yards to the goal are the; 
toughest to run, the Chest Federa-J 
tion's last million seem to be the 
most difficult to solicit, 

"But we know that every one on 

the campaign team is determined to; 
keep this year’s going right on to 

complete victory. We can do noth- 
ing of more real service to our 

neighbors than to win, to raise what 
we set out to raise.” 

Tomorrow's report meeting is the 

eighth of 12 scheduled. The cam- 

paign is to close December 12. 

I 

French Unions 
Defy Schuman's 
Strike Curbs 

Paris Subway Halted 
As Power Is Cut Off; 
Gas Supply Low 

By the Associated Press 

PARIS, Dec. 1.—Strikes halted 
the Paris subway today and lead- 
ers of the Communist-dominated 
General Confederation of Labor 
defied the government’s anti- 
strike legislation. Confederation 

(leaders summoned all workers 
l “to action,” asserting they would 
refuse to negotiate further 
toward ending nation-wide walk- 
outs if the legislation was enact- 
ed in the National Assembly. 

Subways halted shortly after noon,1 
when electric power was shut off 
by strikers. Gas pressure was re- 

ported at “danger levels” in the 
capital and service was reported 
stopped at Nice, Marseille and 
Cannes. 

The Assembly, which last night) 
approved a call of 80,000 men to] 
the colors to combat the creeping 
paralysis induced by the strikes 
became such a well of tumult that 
it suspended for two hours its con- 
sideration of the strike law. Neither 
the chairman nor speakers could be 
heard. 

Few Miners Return. 
i With thousands stranded by the 
i subway shutdown. Paris was plagued 
also by a strike at all six gas 
companies serving the suburbs. 
The concern furnishing gas to 
Paris proper continued service, al- 

■ though the pressure was reported 
only half normal. 

Police and motorized armed forces 
opened roads in Northern France to 
struck coal mines, but few- miners 
appeared to be returning to work 
Fights erupted at Lievin when 700 
miners tried, apparently without 
success, to return to work. 

The majority leaders of the con- 

federation, which is supporting the 
strikes which left 2.000,000 or more 
Frenchmen idle, issued a statement 
saying blanket increases of 1.125 to 
1,500 francs (about $9.50 to $12> a 
month had been demanded, effective 
today, but that the government had 
countered bv proposing to increase 
the wages of those still at work by 
300 francs (about $2.40) for Novem- 
ber only. 

Minority leaders met separately, 
and apparently agreed with the 
majority only in denouncing anti- 
strike measures. The action ap- 
peared to represent a sharp cleavage 
in the labor movement at the mo- 
ment when the new government 
of Premier Robert Schuman was 

demanding extraordinary powers to 
beat down the Communist leader- 
ship and protect those workers still 
on the job. 

Textile and Rail Workers Back. 
The majority labor leaders said 

they had rejected government pro- 
posals because of their "political 
and reactionary objectives.” adding: 

"The negotiations have failed and 
are terminated. No new negotia-! 
tions will be undertaken after' the 
promulgation of the wicked law now 
discussed in Parliament. The bu- 

: reau calls all workers to action, to 
solidarity and unity to defend their 

: just demands." 

Most of the Little-Boubaix-Tour- 
coing textile industry was back at 
work and railroads in the area also 
were operating. 

The Communist newspaper Ce 
Soir said police had struck at 
Toulouse and that general strikes 
had started in the Herault and 
Upper Garonne Departments. 

Three rows of barges which strik- 
ing bargemen 'stretched across the 
Seine and Oise Rivers to interrupt 

(See FRANCE. Page A-5.1 

o Hurt as I rain Bumps 
Locomotive in St. Paul 

By the Associated Press 

ST. PAUL, Minn., Dec. 1.—Eight j 
dining car employes of the Burling- 
ton Railroad were injured today in 
the collision of the Burlington 
Zephyr and a Great Northern Rail- 
way Diesel locomotive at an ap- 
proach to the St. Paul Station. 

None of the workers was injured 
seriously. All were taken to the 
Northern Pacific Hospital. One 
suffered a dislocated shoulder and 
another a burn on the hand. The 
others were shaken. 

The accident occurred as the 
Zephyr backed into the station after 
making its scheduled run from 

Chicago. A. C. McDonald, Twin 
Cities superintendent of terminals, 
said the train was going about 2 
miles an hour when it hit the Diesel 
locomotive which was standing on a 

switch lead. 

House Passage of Stopgap Aid 
Sure Next Week, Martin Says 

Vandenberg Again Appeals to Senate 
To Vote Emergency Measure Promptly 

BULLETIN 
The House Foreign Affairs 

Committee this afternoon re- 
stored to the stopgap foreign- 
aid bill $38,000,000 of the $108,- 
000,000 tentatively cut from its 
$597,000,000 total last week. 
This raised the amount for 
France, Italy and Austria to 
$527,000,000. The House bill 
also still carries $60,000*000 for 
China, which is not in the i 
Senate bill. 

NEED FOR DOMESTIC CON- 
TT.OLS to bolster foreign aid pro- 
gram cited by Harriman. 

Page A-3 

By J. A, O'Leary 
A prediction that the emer- 

gency foreign-aid bill for West,-, 

ern Europe will be through the 
House next week came today 
from Speaker Martin, as Senator 
Vandenberg, Republican, of 
Michigan made another appeal 
to the Senate to approve it today. 

Reminding his colleagues that the 
bill is needed at this moment to 
boost the morale of France, Italy 
and Austria, as well as to keep their 
people alive through the winter, j 
Senator Vandenberg asserted in 
Senate debate over the issue that: 

“We can get the most freedom 
for our money by acting promptly." j 

Speaker Martin’s forecast came 
after a two-hour closed meeting of 
his Republican Steering Committee 
and the Republican members of the 
House Foreign Affairs Qommittee. 

The Speaker and House Majority 
Leader Halleck of Indiana said no 

("See FOREIGN AID. Page A-6,f 

Realtors Deny Effort 
To Fix Brokers' Fees 
In Reply to Civil Suit 

District Court Is Told 
Rate Schedules Were 

Merely Advisory- 
The National Association of 

Real Estate Boards and the 
Washington Real Estate Board 
declared today, in reply to a civil 
complaint against them in Dis- 
trict Court, that their rate sched- 
ules were merely advisory and 
in no way an attempt to fix fees 
or force local realtors to conform 
to certain practices. 

The reply was made to a civil suit 
filed bv the Justice Department in 
District Court last August in con- 

nection with an indictment returned 
by a grand jury. The indictment 

charged the national association 
and the Washington board with 

conspiracy to fix brokers’ commis- 
sions on real estate transactions 
in the District. Trial on the crim- 
inal charge is scheduled to begin 
January 12. 

The civil suit requested a perm- 
anent injunction to prevent the na- 

tional association and the Wash- 

ington board from continuing the 

practices cited in the indictment. 
The civil complaint also listed* 16 
officials or directors of the national 
association and the Washington 
board. 

Most of the answers contained 
in today's reply filed in the civil 
division of District Court were 

given in previous statements by 
■ See REAL ESTATE; Page A-5.) j 

Truman Wants U. 5. 
Ship Authority Kept 

By the Associated Press 

President Truman today asked 
Congress to extend until June 30. 
1949. authority of the Maritime 
Commission to operate, sell and 
charter Government-owned vessels 
ouilt during the last war. 

He said in a message that “It is 
now clearly apparent that this au- 

thority must be continued" beyond 
the present expiration date of Feb- 
ruary 29. 1948. “in order to prevent* 
a breakdown in vital shipping serv- 

ices." 
He asked that Congress consider 

it at the special session, so authority 
ran be renewed well in advance of 
the expiration date to avoid need- j 
less disruption of the vital serv-! 
ices.” 

He said there are other questions 
which soon will require legislation. 
These relate, he said, to the ship-! 
ping requirements of the European | 
recovery program and long-range | 
requirements of our Merchant Ma- 
rine. 

“Our most immediate need, how- 
ever.” he said, “is to assure thej 
maintenance of essential shipping ] 
services by continuing in effect the 
present provisions of law which j 
make possible the use of Govern-i 
ment-owned ships.” 

More than 1.200 dry cargo vessels! 
are now chartered to American na- | 
tions by the commission. 

I 

French Compromise 
On Austria Reported 
Rejected by Russia 

Bidault Is Favorable 
To Merging All Three 
Western Zones of Reich 

By th* Associated Press 

LONDON. Dec. 1.—French For- 
?ign Minister Bidault said today 
that if the London Conference of 
Foreign Ministers fails to agree 
an the future of Germany, the 
French zone may be merged with 
the British and American zones 
to establish a unified Western 
Germany. I 

Mr. Bidault, who Is going to Paris 
tonight, for conferences with French 
government leaders, stated this posi- 
tion at a meeting with French re- 
porters shortly before the Foreign 
Ministers' Council opened the sec- 
ond week of its sessions at Lan- 
:aster House. 

Meanwhile, it was authoritatively 
reported that Russia had turned 
Sown today a French proposal for 
settling the issue of German as- 
sets in Austria, which is the chief 
barrier to completion of an Austrian 
peace treaty here. 

Deputies to Report Tomorrow. 
The French plan has been under 

consideration by a committee of 
Deputy Foreign Ministers who are 

due to report to the Big Four to- 

tSee MINISTERS, Page A-6 i 

Quake Shakes Poplar Bluff 
POPLAR BLUFF, Mo.. Dec. 1 UP'.. 

—An earth tremor, lasting about 30 
seconds, aroused many residents 
from their sleep at 2:40 a.m. today. 
Highway patrolmen said there was 

a rumbling several seconds before 
the tremor which sounded "like a 
truck had run into the side of the 
patrol headquarters building.” No 
damage was reported. 

Arabs Demonstrate 
In Cairo; U.5. Legation 
In Damascus Stoned 

Anti-American Slogans 
And Plea for Arms Are 
Chanted in Egypt 

By the Associated Press 

CAIRO, Dec. 1.—Thousands ol 
Arab sympathizers, demonstrat- 
ing against the partitioning of 
Palestine, roamed Cairo's streets 
today shouting anti American 
and Russian slogans and chant- 
ing, '‘Give us arms.” 

F*olice followed the demonstrators 
closely in trucks to preserve order 
and no violence had been reported 
up to mid-day. Most Jewish shops 
rz——-——:-1 

were closed, however, and Jews kepi, 
jff the streets as much as possible 

At least four major demnnstra- 
ions took place in different quar- 

ters of Cairo. 

At one time, a throng gathered 
Defore the American University, 
trying “down with the United 
States." “down with the American 
University” and “Egypt for Pales- 
tine.” 

Students Begin Strike. 
Palestinian students at the uni- 

versity began a three-day strike in 
protest against the United Nations' 
decision to partition the holy land. 

One throng of 1,000 students dem- 
onstrated for 15 minutes in the 
square in front of Abdine Palace be- 
fore being dispersed. Some of the 
students cried invective against the 
Jews, shouting “the Jews are the 

(See ARABS, Page A-4.) 

Wilhelmina Resumes Power 
AMSTERDAM. Dec. 1 —Queen 

Wilhelmina reassumed royal power 
today after an interruption of six- 
weeks for reasons of health. During 
that period Crown Princess Juliana 
acted as regent. The Queen started 
her official functions by paying a 
visit to Amsterdam. 

President of Syria 
Apologizes to U. S. 
For Legation Attack 

President Shukri A1 Kuwatly 
of Syria has apologized for mob 
violence at the American Lega- 
tion in Damascus yesterday and 
given "the strongest assurances" 
that such acts will not occur 

again, the State Department 
announced today. 

The department said it was 
informed bv Robert B. Mem- 
minger, chairge d'affaires, that 
a mob of about 2.000 persons 
broke into the legation Satur- 
day morning. 

He got in touch later with 
Premier Jamil Mardam Bey, 
who expressed regret, and -ar- 

ranged for full gendarme pro- 
tection. 

President Kuwatly also made 
apologies to Mr. Memminger. 
the department said, and re- 
iterated the Premier's promises 
to protect the legation and 
American personnel. 

Mercury Drops to 13 in Suburbs; 
Milder Weather Due Tomorrow 

Thermometers dipped to 13 in 
Bethesda and 22 in Washington 
early today, as December came 
in on the crest of the winter’s 
first major cold wive. 

The Capital will have a chance to 
thaw out this afternoon, but an- 

other freezing night is in prospect 
before expected relief arrives to- 
morrow. 

The Weather Bureau reported 13 
degrees in Bethesda, 14 in Riverdale 
ind 16 In Brookside Manor, all in 
Maryland. Virginia suburbs re- 

ported 18 in Barcroft and 20 in 
Clarendon. 

Commuters were still shivering in 

temperatures around 25 at 8 a.m. 

Although most motorists were not 

caught unprepared—service stations 
reported calls for emergency service 
were running only slightly above 
normal—the American Automobile 
Association was active throughout 
the morning. 

The association's emergency road 
service was handling 52 calls an 

hour, the highest Aguee since last 

March. Of these, 90 per cent in- 

volved battery trouble. 
Yesterday’s low was 28 at 8:55 a m. 

The high was 36 at 1:35 p.m. 
Cold, clear weather will continue 

tonight. The bureau predicts a low 
of 33 in the city and 24 in the sub- 
urbs. Tomorrow will be sunny and 
warmer. 

Freezing weather was reported as 

far South as Mississippi, Alabama 
and Georgia, with a low of 24 in 
Rome.j Ga. 

Light #now fell in many parts of 
Virginia, with flurries reported in 
Roanoke and Lynchburg. At New- 
port News, it snowed for several 
hours, but the flakes melted. 

Greenville, Me., recorded the low- 
est temperature in the East, with 
zero. Montpelier, Vt., had one above 
zero, and i{ was only nine above at 

Ithaca. N. Y. 
The weather was moderating to- 

day in the Midwest. Yesterday s 

temperatures in that area were no 

lower than 20 to 30 degrees in most 
sections and further relief was prom- 
ised today. 

i 

Holy Land Arabs 
Call Three-Day 
General Strike 

Eight Jews Are Killed 
In Wave of Violence 
After U. N. Decision 

By th* Associated Press 

JERUSALEM. Dec. 1. — The 
Arab Higher Executive today 
called for a three-day general 
strike of Arabs throughout the 
Holy Land beginning tomorrow 
to protest the United Nations 
decision to partition Palestine, 
which touched off a week-end 
wave of violence that claimed 
the lives of at least eight Jews. 

Gen. Sir Alan Cunningham, Brit- 
ish high commissioner, and Hussein 
Khalidi, secretary of the Arab High- 
er Committee, conferred on the ex- 

plosive situation. 
A communique said Mr. Khalidi 

was advised that the British pro- 
posed to quit Palestine "before" Au- 

! gust 1. 1948, but. that the British 
! army and civil officials proposed to 
maintain law and order until the 

I withdrawal is completed. Gen. Cun- 

jningham warned the Arab commit- 
tee against any action "contrary io 
this policy." 

More Trouble Seen. 
Arab sources said the demonstra- 

tion at the start of the three-day 
strike would be held tomorrow inside 
the old city of Jerusalem and "there 
may be trouble." 

The latest death reported was that 
of an Oriental Jew. said to have 
been shot to death near the Damas- 
cus gate of Jerusalem by a group of 
Arabs Two Polish Christians were 
wounded near the same spot soon 
after and police said Arabs appar- 
ently were the assailants. 

Several groups of grim-faced 
Arabs, numbering 20 to 100 each, 
were observed loitering in the Arab 
quarters and many were armed. 
Police denied reports that three 
Arabs had been killed in the Jewish 
sectors of Jerusalem. 

Also Sees Ben-Gurion. 

David Ben-Gurion, chairman of 
the Jewish Agency Executive, called 
on Gen. Cunningham after the Arab 
executive left. An announcement 
said Mr. Ben-Gurion and Gen. Cun- 
ningham were to discuss “certain 
details concerning local administra- 
tion.” 

The Arab strike was in protest to 
the U. N. partition decision. 

Tire Executive Committee urged 
! Arabs to intensify their boycott of 
Jewish goods and labeled “any as- 

I sociation wdth Jew's high treason 
and a crime against country and 
religion." The committee termed 

! November 29—when the U. N. voted 
for partition— a day of mourning 
and tyranny." 

Police patrols, meanwhile,- were 
I strengthened throughout Jerusalem 
in an effort to prevent further com- 

munal bloodshed. 
Pedestrians Manhandled. 

Despite police precautions, a mob 
gathered in midmorning at the 
Jaffa gate leading to the old city of 
Jerusalem, stoned a Jewish bus and 
manhandled a number of Jewish 
pedestrians, authorities reported. 

First signs of Arab violence de- 

veloped yesterday when six Jews 
were killed and 16 others wounded 
as buses were riddled by gunfire and 
streets were raked by shots in Jaffa. 

Five Jews lost their lives and 14 
were wounded—eight seriously—in 
two machine-gun grenade attacks 
on buses traveling the Petah Tiqva 
road southeast of Tel Aviv. 

Another Jew was shot to death 
in the Arab city of Jaffa near the 
Tel Aviv municipal boundary. 

Still another was mortally wound- 
ed in an attack on a bus near 

Ramie. 
Other Buses Also Attacked. 

The driver of the first bus, In 
which four passengers lost their 
lives, said three Arabs opened fire 
from an orange grove after two 
other Arabs stood in the road to 
halt the vehicle. Eight Jews were 

wounded. 
Another bus, passing the same 

spot a half hour later, was attacked 
by gunfire and grenades, and one 

Jewish woman w'as killed. Six other 
passengers w'ere injured. 

Attacks on eight other buses were 

reported last night—seven of them 
in Haifa and one in Jerusalem. 
There was one casualty, an Arab 
policeman, who was wounded in 
Haifa when he investigated an at- 
tack on one of the buses. 

Unconfirmed reports circulated 
that Degania, a Jew'ish settlement 
or.! the north shore of Galilee, was 

attacked during the afternoon. 
Meanwhile, at Acre prison In 

Northern Palestine 16 Arabs were 

wounded slightly when guards 
i opened fire on Arab prisoners at- 
tacking Jew'ish inmates. It was re- 

(See PALESTINE, Page A-4.) 

Truman to Fly to Florida 
Wednesday for Rest 

By the Associated Press 

President Truman will leave by 
plane at 8 a.m. Wednesday for Key 
West. Fla., where he will rest prior 
to speaking Saturday at dedication 
of Everglades National Park. 

Charles G. Ross, presidential press 
secretary, said he thinks the Pres- 
ident will speak 10 to 15 minutes be- 
gining about 2:30 p.m. The ceremony 
will be held at Everglades City, Fla. 

Mr. Ross said it is definite that 
Mr. Truman will not submit his mes- 

sage to the special session of Con- 
j gress on long-range Marshall plan 
| aid to Europe until after his return 
1 next Monday. 

Mr. Truman will fly Wednesday 
to Boca Chica Airport and motor to 
the Navy submarine base at Key 
West where he will make his quar- 

| ters at the commandant's house. 
The President will fly in the Sae- 

| reel Cow. the C-54 he used before ac- 

quiring the Independence, the DC-8 
I which is undergoing modification. 

« 

| A TRAIN ?.. 

| A DOLL ? 

f PLEASE, SANTA 
COULD WE HAVE 
SOME BREAD 

te first? 

Are You Listening, Uncle? 


