
Instrumentalist 
Can Learn From 
Gifted Vocalist 

By Alice Eversman 
One hears a good deal about in- 

strumentalists who have abandoned 
their careers in order to become 
singers but seldom singers who have 
turned Instrumentalists. With the 
prevalent low estimate of singers’ 
musicianship the reason can be 
lightly explained away. Yet this 
is a very wrong idea and one that 
instrumentalists have fostered con- 
tinually not realizing that a singer 
has very definite opinions about 
the musicianship of members of 
other branches of the music art. It 
might be considerable of an eye- 
opener if pianists, violinists or cel- 
lists were to study something of a 

singer's approach to music as well 
as his techniaue. 

This, of course, refers to real vocal 
artists. Many singers are just what 
instrumentalists claim: Indifferent 
to the fundamentals of music, of 
little profound musical knowledge 
and content with meager back- 
grounds. But sometimes, even from 
the least of these, it is possible to 
leaj-n more of artistic interpreta- 
tion. A vocalist does not amount 
to much if he has not an innate 
feeling for music and a certain tem- 
perament. With these, and the text 
to guide him, he can often achieve 
results that have nothing to do with 
actual musical penetration or with 
any thought as to how a work is 
constructed. 

Singing a Physical Expression. 
Some of this can be accounted 

for by the fact that a singer is ex- 

tremely sensitive to the operation 
of his vocal mechanism and gains 
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ELEANOR STEBER (left), the attractive "Met” soprano, who 
uHll be heard in a full-length recital in Constitution Hall this 
afternoon; BARBARA STEVENSON, soprano (right), to be one 

of the soloists with the Washington Choral Society in Handel’s 
"The *Messiah,” Thursday night. 

more physical comfort through 
proper manipulation of it. The need 
to sing is often so powerful that this 
natural urge will supply the im- 
pulse toward artistic expression. 
And also because the procefes of 
singing is so much a physical oper- 
ation, intimately allied to thought 
and feeling, the great artist has an 

exceptionally keen appreciation of 
the finesse required in execution. 

It is true that all these things 
apply with equal force to an in- 
strumentalist. yet one finds excel- 
lently trained and gifted musicians 
in this' field who never reach the 
sensitive feeling for music that is 
sometimes part of the singer pos- 
sessed of only mediocre vocal equip- 
ment. The long years given to per- 
fecting a technique, to study of the 
many divergent lines that meet to 
form a well-schooled instrumental- 
ist, absorb the mental\and physical 
capabilities to an enormous extent. | 
It is only when a performer is sure 

of the mechanics of his art that he 
can turn to the finer points. 

Colorations Less Discernible. 
The musical reasons for every- 

tning ne does is clear in an in- 

strumentalist’s mind. But the other 
reason, having to do with intan- 
gible things, is less frequently cul- 
tivated at the same time. The little 
breathing space that finishes one 

phrase and sets off another is of 
extreme importance yet its counter- 
part for an instrumentalist is not 
understood so finely as its use by a 

singer. The spirit that stamps a 

work and carries it forward in a 

particular way is indicated to a vo- 

calist by the text while other musi- 
cians must find it by their own de- 
ductions. Through the words, vari- 
ous subjects leading to color nuan- 

ces are given a singer and though 
these same things are in any piano, 
violin or cello' work, they are less 
easily discernible. 

Perhaps dealing with a diversity of 
emotions gives a vocal artist a 

greater insight into the means of 
delivery and the manner of their; 
projection. Studying the way in 
which a phrase is formed by a 

singer of artistic stature would be 
of help to instrumentalists. The 
coloration of tone, the dramatic 
sweep and the delicacy, that can 
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reach fragile proportions are ele- 
ments that, instrumentalists can 

copy from a singer. Because a per- 
son is born with a good voice and an 

Instinct for singing does not mean 

that’vocal training leading to the 
most artistic results is not less 
arduous. But the feeling and men- 
tality of a singer is cultivated at 
the same time whereas other mu- 

sicians must wait longer to perfect j 
these angles while struggling with 
the means of its physical expression. 
The inner satisfaction and joy a 

singer experiences is so great that 
none would abandon it for an in- 
ctrnmpntolict'c oavocr 

Chilean Artist Play s 

Piano Recital Today' 
Herminia Raccagni, Chilean pian- 

ist, will give a concert at the Pan 

American Union this afternoon at 

3:30 o'clock, sponsored by the Chil- 
ean Ambassador and Senora de 
Nieto del Rio. She is professor at 
the University of Santiago’s Na- 
tional Conservatory of Music, where 
she studied and w^as awarded the 
Orrego Carvallo prize by the Uni- 
versity of Chile. 

The artist is one of the few 
woman pianists who has performed 
Ravel’s "Concerto for the Left 
Hand.” She gave the Santiago 
premiere to Shostakovich’s concerto 
and been soloist with orchestras 
many times. Besides having con- 

certized extensively in recital, Miss 
Raccagni took part in chamber 
music ensembles and gave programs 
of European, North and South 
American music with the eminent 
musicologist, Dr. Francisco Curt- 
Lange. She is the wife of Brig. Gen. 
Agustin Inostrosa of the Chilean 
Navy, now in Washington as guest 
of the State Department. 

Recital Saturday 
Virginia Houghton, soprano, and 

Edwin G. Davis, pianist, will be pre- 
sented by the Rybier Music Club, a 

non-profit organization, Saturday 
at 8:30 p m. at 2 Dupont Circle. Mrs. 

Houghton, who will sing in the com- 

ing production of Puccini’s “Suor 
Angelica," will be assisted by 
Olga Bloecher, flutist. She is 
soloist at St. Thomas’ Episcopal 
Church. Mr. Davis, a Ph. D. from 
Harvard University, studied piano 
at the Curtis Institute and with 
Heinrich Gebhard in Boston. 

Thomas V. Potter has been en- 

gaged as baritone soloist with the 
:hotr of the Church of the Holy 
hty. under the direction of Berenice 
Vingling. 

‘Messiah’ to Be Sung 
With Double Chorus 
And Guest Artists 

Handel's “The Messiah" will be 
presented by the Washington Choral 
Society Thursday night at 8:30 
o’clock in Constitution Hall. For 
the 'singing of the Hallelujah" 
chorus the regular group of 250 
voices will be doubled. Choirs par- 
ticipating are: Alexandria Choral 
Society, American University Glee 
Club, George Washington University 
Glee Club, Covenant-First Presby- 
terial Church Choir, Foundry Meth- 
odist Choir, Metropolitan Memorial 
Methodist Church and Faith Lu- 
theran Choir. 

Guest artists for the solo parts will 
include Barbara Stevenson, formerly 
leading soprano of the Philadelphia 
La Sea la Opera; Florence McGov- 
ern, formerly member of the ‘‘Merry 
Widow” company during its entire 
run on Broadway and on tour; 
Julius Huehn, baritone of the Met- 
ropolitan Opera Co., who is believed 
to have been the youngest singer to 
have sung the role of Wotan at the 
“Met,” and Harold Haugh, tenor and 
instructor at the Oberlin University. 
•Louis A. Potter will direct. 

Symphony Resumes 
Students’ Concerts 

The National Symphony Orchestra 
will resume its annual Students' 
Concerts Friday at 2:30 p.m. at the 
Armstrong High School. Howard 
Mitchell, associate conductor, will 
direct. The four remaining concerts 
are scheduled: Roosevelt High, Jan- 
uary 16; McKinley, January 23; 
Woodrow Wilson, February 20; East- 
ern, March 5, and Constitution Hall, 
March 20. 

A tour is taking the orchestra to 
New Jersey, Vermont, Massachusetts, 
Rhode Island, New York and Con- 
necticut. A concert in Hartford 
marks the symphony’s 13th consecu- ; 
tive appearance there. Upon return,1 
Dr. Kindler will direct in Washing- j 
ton a week from today and on the 
following Wednesday. Dame Myra 
Hess will be the soloist on December, 
14 here and on December 16 in Bal- j timore. A special Christmas pro-! 
gram has been planned for Sunday, 
December 21. 
_ 

Marine Band Concert 
The Marine Band, back from a 

nine weeks’ tour to the West Coast, 
will resume its winter series of 
weekly concerts Wednesday at 8*15 

p.m. in the Marine Barracks, Fifth 
and I streets S.E. The first two 
programs will feature compositions 
played en tour. 

During the season the Marine 
Band Orchestra will be used also as 
an accompanying medium for the 
orchestra’s soloists. 

There will be no concerts on 

Christmas eve and New Year eve. 

Following the holiday season con- 

certs will extend into early spring, 
presented Wednesday nights under 
Maj. William F. Santelmann's direc-1 
tion. 

Pianist in Recital 
At Polish Embassy 

* 

Stanislaw Szpinalsky, Polish pian- 
ist, winner of the international 
Chopin competition award in 1937,1 
will give a recital at the Polish1 
Embassy tomorrow. After having 
completed his studies under Busoni 
and Ricardo Vines, the artist be- 
came a scholarship student of 
Paderewski, who took him to his' 
home in Morges, Switzerland, where 
he remained four years. 

Marjorie Woods of this city, at 

present student at the New' England 
Conservatory of Music, will give a 

piano recital. December 15, in Brown 
Hall of the conservatory. 

Tagliavini, Tenor 
Of Screen and Met, 
Sings Here Tuesday 

Ferruccio Tagliavini, Metropolitan! 
Opera tenor, who recently was seen 

and heard here In the screen pro- 
duction of Rossini's “Barber of Se- 
ville,” will give a recital in Consti- 
tution Hall Tuesday at 8:30 p.m. 
Italian-born, the artist made a sen- 

sational debut at thNe “Met” only a 

year ago in January, and already 
has gained a national reputation in 

opera and concert. 

The assisting artist will be Jascha 
Veissi. violist, formerly a member of 
two famous quartets, the Kolisch 
and the Coolidge. Mr. Veissi came 
to the United States from the Uk- 
raine in 1920. He has been soloist 
on many occasions with the Boston 
Symphony, the San Francisco and 
the Cleveland Orchestras. 

Tossy Spivakovsky, celebrated vio- 
linist, who played here twice with 
the National Symphony Orchestra 
as a soloist, will give a recital Wed- 
nesday at 8:30 p.m. in Constitution 
Hall. These concerts are under the 
management of Patrick Haves. 

Felicia _Rybier, pianist, will give 
a recital at the Jewish Community 
Center tonight at 8:30 o’clock. Born 
in Poland, the artist has studied 
in Berlin and is a graduate of the! 
Sternsches Conservatorium. Miss 
Rvbier has been featured on the 
Baltimore Stieff radio hour and is 
a well-known resident teacher. 

Mu Phi Epsilon National Music 
Sorority will meet tomorrow night 
at the residence of Mrs. G. O. Sut- 
ton, 3650 Fordham road N.W. 

The Sligo Music Club will hold 
its Christmas party Tuesday at 7:30 
p.m. at the Sligo Cabin. Guest 
artists will present a program. 

Jesse James Tryon, violinist, has 
been selected to represent the Dis- 
trict of Columbia finals of the Na- 
tion-wide auditions to be held in 
Carnegie Hall, New York, January 
17 through April 24. Prizes totaling 
$6,000 will be awarded. Entries 
came from 300 cities and auditions 
will be held in voice, piano and 
violin, conducted by the Associated 
Concert Bureau of New York. State 
finals for the District were held on 
November 13. 

The second instrumental music 
contest of the Boys’ Club of Wash- 
ington, Richard Bales, chairman, 
has been postponed to April 15. The 
contest is open to any boy or girl j 
under 19 in Washington and the 
suburban areas who studies music.; 
There will be prizes for the senior, 
junior and intermediate .divisions. 
The winner in the latter competition 
Rill be given an eight-week music 
scholarship at Deerwood Adiron- 
dack Music Center. Other prizes 
will be announced later. 

Last, year's grand prizes included 
i spinet piano and a record player, j 
Full information is available from 
the Boys' Club. 

The Naval Academy at Annapolis.! 
Md., will give two performances of 
"The Messiah,” Saturday night and 
Sunday afternoon, December 13 and 

14, in the chapel of the Naval Acad- 
emy. Donald C. Gilley, organist and 
choirmaster at the Naval Academy- 
Chapel. trained a group selected 
from nearly 5,000 midshipmen. The 
Goucher College Women’s Chorus 
will assist. Agnes Davis, soprano; 
Florence McGovern, alto; Donald 
Read, tenor, and Chester Watson, 
bass, will be the soloists. James 
Allen Dash, conductor of the Bach 
Festival Chorus of Philadelphia, will 
iirect. 

Programs of the Week, 
TUI)A 

HERMINIA RACCAGNI. Chilean pian- 
ist; Pan American Union. 3:30 pm. 

ELEANOR STEBER. soprano; song re- 
cital. Constitution Hall. 4 p.m. 
•'Piangero.'' from Handel's “Julius 
Caesar”: "Beater Juengling.” from 
Mozart’s "Der Schauspieldirektor”: 
Mahler's "Liebst du urn Schoenheit.” 
“Wer hat dies Liedlein erdacht.” 
“Selva opaca. from Rossini's Wil- 
liam Tell ': sons* by Wolf. Strauss. 
Debussy. Sacco, Palmer, Duke, 
Dougherty. 

GAULT CHAMBER MUSIC ENSEM- 
BLE. Courine Easterling, cellist: 
Raymond Wright, violinist, Irma 
TaishofT. soprano, assisting: Barker 
Hall. YWCA. 4:30 p.m. Boccherini’s 
“String Quartet.” the ensemble: 
Vivaldi’s “Concerto, A Minor.” Mr. 
Wright; Mozart's “Ave Verum." 
Mendelssohn's “On Wings of Song." 
the ensemble: Godard's “Berceuse.” 
Massenet’s “Melodie." Miss Easter- 
ling and ensemble; Beethoven's 
“Adagio Cantablle.” Bach’s “Cho- 
rale.” the ensemble; Handel’s “Ah, 
mio cor”; Durante’s “Damza. danza. 

! fanciulla": O mio Fernando.” from 
Donizetti’s “La Favorita’’; “Ha- 

i banera.” ‘Seguidilla.’’ from Bizet's 
“Carmen": Hue’s “J’ai pleure en 
reve." Woodforde-Finden’s “Till I 
Wake.” Niles’ “Go Way From My 
Window." Behrend’s “Bon jour, ma 
belle." Miss TaishofT. 

JOHN JACOB NILES, folk singer: 
Phillips Gallery, ft p.m. Love songs: 
“The Little Mohee.” “The Lass From 
the Low Countree.’’ “Black Is the 
Color of My True Love’s Hair.’’ “Go 
'Way From My Window.” Anciefit 
carols: “Matthew. Mark. Luke and 
John"; “The Seven Joys of Mary." 
“Sing We the Virgin Mary.” Mod- 
ern carols: “The Carol of the Birds." 
“The Little Liking." “I Wonder as 

i I Wander." Ballads: “The Farmer s 
Curst Wife." '•The Gypsy Laddie." 
"Barbary Ellen.” “Mattie Groves." 

WESTFRVELT ROMAINE. organ re- 
cital; Metropolitan Memorial Meth- 
odist Church, ft p.m. Wagnerian 
program. 

COMBINED CHOIRS. Augustana and 
Faith Lutheran Churches: Mrs. Rob- 
ert W. Long, diMctor, Faith Church. 
Arlington. 4 1 o.m.: Augustana 
Church. 8 p.m. Christmas portion, 
Handel's •'The Messiah." 

COMBINED CHOIRS. Georgetown 
Presbyterian and Takoma Park 
Presbyterian Churches; William O. 
Tufts, director Takoma Park Pres- 
byterian Church, 8 p.m. Handel’s 
"The Messiah.” 

ETELKA FREUND, piano recital: Na- 
tional Gallery of Art. 8 p.m. Barh- 
Busonl "In Thee Is Joy," "I Call 
Upon Thee, Lord": "Toccata, Fugue. 
D Minor": Beethoven’s "Sonata. F 
Minor. Op. 57”: Brahms' "Varia- 
tions on a Theme by Robert Schu- 
mann,” Busoni’s "Toccata." Liszt's 
"II Penseroso,” "Polonaise. C Minor.” 

FELICIA RTBIER, piano recital: Jew- 
ish Community Center.) 8:30 P m. 

Couperin's “Sister Monica." Boro- 
dine’s "At the Convent." Beethoven's 
"Sonata, Op. 13"; Liszt's "Fu- 
nerailles.” Chopin’s "Nocturne." 
"Scherzo. B Minor"; Debussy’s "Clair 
de Lune." Mana Zucca's "Cuban 
Dance." Scriabine's "Nocturne for 
the Left Hand." De Falla's "Fire 
Dance," Grieg's “Concerto. A Minor." 
Macrae Cook, second piano. 

CHANCEL CHOIR, Theodore Schaefer, 
director; Katharine Hansel, soprano; 
Thelma Viol, contralto: George Bar- 
ritt. tenor. Harold Ronk. baritone, 
soloists; National Presbyterian 
Church. 8:3(1 pm. Christmas por- 
tion. Handel's “The Messiah.” 

TOMORROW. 
WADE N. STEPHENS, organ recital. 

L.-D. S. Chapel, 8 p.m. 
ALEXANDRIA CHORAL SOCIETY, 

George Washington High School, 
8:15 pm Christmas carols: Christ- 
mas portion. Handel's *The' Messiah." 

TUESDAY. 
SOLDIERS' HOME SYMPHONETTE. 

Franklin B Charles. conductor; 
Stanley Hall, 5:30 p.m. 

FERRUCCIO TAGLI.AVINI, tenor, song 
recital: Jascha Veissi. violist, as- 

sisting: Constitution Hall. 8:30 p.m. 
"M'Appari." from Flotow's "Mar- 
tha". Gluck's "O del mio dolce ar- 
dor." Pergolesi s "Tre Giorni Pai- 
siello's "Che rucl la Zingarella Mr 
Tagliavini; Handels "Concerto. B 
Minor Mr. Veissi: Massenet s 

"Elegie." "Pourquof me revrtller.' 
from Massenet's Werther"; Osma's 
"Cancion de mi tierra." Freire’s 

Ay. Ay. AY ': Che felida Manina. 
from Puccinis "La Boheme." Mr. 
Tagliavini. Pucnanis "Largo espres- I 
sivo." "Wisconsonian." Jfrom M>i- 
haud's "Suite Quartre Visages": 
Ravel's "HabRnera." Benjamin's 
"Jamaican Rhumba.’’ Mr. Veissi: j Sadero's "Amuri. Amuri": Tosti's 
"Irteale." Leoncavallo's .“La Mat- 
tinata. Mr. Tagliavini. 

WEDNESDAY. 
MADE N. STEPHENS, organ recital: 

L.-D. S. Chapel. 8 p.m. 
MARINE BAND. Maj. William F. San- 

telmann. leader: Marine Barracks. 
8:15 pm. "March." from Holst's 
“First Suite. E Flat"; overture, Ros- 
sini's "William Tell”: Gould’s “The 
Prima Donna." "The Deserted Ball- 
room”: "Selection of Cole Porter 
Songs.” arr. Bennett: MacDowell- 
Owen'g "Witches’ Dance." Charles 
Owen, marimba soloist; Morrissey's 
“Caribbean Fantasy." Waldteufel’s 
“The Skaters." "Dance of the 
Hours." from Ponchlelli’s "La Gio- 
conda. 1. 

TOSSY SPIVAKOVSKY, violin recital; 
Constitution Hall. 8 30 p m. Vi- 
tali's "Chaconne." Mozart’s "Ada- 
gio." Bach's “Bourree." Paganini’s 
’Sonatina." Lalo’s "Symphonle Es- 

pagnole." Bartok’s “Rhapsody," Dia- 
mond’s "Canticlp.” Copland’s “Uku- 
lele Serenade.” Sarasate s "Introduc- 
tion and Tarantelle." 

THURSDAY. 
SOLDIERS’ HOME SYMPHON^TTE. 

Franklin B Charles, director; Stan- 
ley Hall. 6:30 D.m. t 

WASHINGTON CHORAL SOCIETY, 
Louis A. Potter, conductor; Constitu- 
tion Hall, 8:30 D.m. Handel’s "The 
Messiah." 

HOWARD UNIVERSITY CHOIR. War- 
ner Lawson, director; American Uni- 
versity, 8:30 p.m. Christmas pro- 
gram. 

AIR FORCES BAND CONCERT OR- 
CHESTRA. Maj. George S Howard, 
ronductor: Department of Interior au- 
ditorium. 0 p m. Brahms’ "Tragic Over- 
ture." Liszt's "Hungarian Fantasy.” 
T Serpt. Harold Hirsh, pianist: Ries* 
"Perpetual Motion.' violin section; 
Brahe's "Bless This House." M Sergt. 
Abrasha Robofsky. baritone; Cole- 
ridge Taylor's "Petite Suite." "Friml 
Favorites," Galloway's "WhifTen- 
poof Sone.” U. S. A. F. Band Glee 
Club, WrOJG Samuel Kurtz, director. 

FRIDAY. 
FRIDAY MORNING MUSIC CLUB. 

Aida Rouse, soprano; Adele Woolsey. 
pianist. William Groff, tenor: Barker 
Hall. YWCA. 11:30 am. Donaudy's 
“O del mio amato ben.” "Voi lo 
aapete.” from Mdscagni's "Caval- 
leria Rustlcana’ Perrone's “Invito.” 
TirinriPlll's "O Prlmavera.” “Nadle 
me quiere." arr. Ross. Misa Rouse; 
Beethoven's "Sonata. Op. 26"; 
Brahms' "Capriccio. Op 76, No. 1"; 
Debussy's Reflets dans 1'eau,” 
Chopin's "Etude. Op. 26. No. 1.” 
Miss Woolsey: Henschels "Morn- 
ing Hymn." Hues “J'ai pleure en 
reve,” "No. You Are Mistaken." 
from Puccini's "Gianni Schicchi": 
"Aubade." from Lalo's "Le Roi 
d'Ys." Mr. Groff. 

NAVY BAND. *Lt. Comdr. Charles 
Brendler. conductor: Departmental 
Auditorium. 8:30 p.m. James' Fes- 
tal March,” overture. Berlioz's 
‘Benvenuto Cellini”; "To a Wild 
Rose.” ”To a Water Lily “From 
Uncle Remus.” from MacDowell’s 
'Woodland-- Sketchesselections 

from Thomas’ “Mignon.” clarinet 
solo: ‘‘Cole Porter Fantasy,” arr. 
Bennett: ballet music from Saint- 
Saenst, “Henry VIII.” Huffer's Vari- 
ations‘on an American Folk Tune.” 
Liszt’s “Hungarian Rhapsody. No. 6.” 

NATIONAL SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA. 
Howard Mitchell, conductor: student 
concert, Armstrong High School, 2:30 
p.m. 

SATURDAY. 
SOLDIERS’ HOME 8YMPHONETTE, 

Franklin B. Charles, director; Stan- 
ley Hall, 6:30 p.m. 

WADE N. STEPHENS, organ recital: 
L.-D. S. Chapel, 8 p.m, 

VIRGINIA HOUGHTON, soprano: Ed- 
win G. Davis, pianist; Olga Bloecher. 
flute, assisting: joint recital. 2 Du- 
pont Circle. 8:30 p.m. Trunk's 
Fruehlingssonne.'' Debussy's 'En 

Sourdine.” -Fantoches”; Four- 
drain's “Carnaval.” Cimara’s “Stor- 
nellata "Marinara”: Ravel s “Vo- 
calise,” Faure's Ici has.” “When I 
Was Seventeen.” arr Kramer. 
Benedict’s “The Wren.” Miss 
Houghton. Beethoven's Waldstem 
Sonata.” three Brahms intermezzi. 
Schumann's "In der Nacht”: two 
Debussy preludes, Rachmaninoff prel- 
ude: Prokofieffs “Sonata No. 3.'’ 
Mr. Davis. 
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Columbia avenue on Meridian Hill (note Fifteenth street) as it looked before transforma- 

tion of the area into modern residences. 

Meridian Hill Transformation 
UNLESS 

one has known Me- 
ridian Hill at least as far 
back as the '80s he cannot 
fully realize the great 

changes that have taken place In 
this subdivision since that time. 
The writer knew this locality from 
chilhood days, and resided within 
its boundaries for 17 years, subse- 
quent to 1887. At that early date 
the few residents there depended 
entirely upon wells and the rain 
barrel for water. There were no 

public street or sidewalk improve- 
ments in this part of the county of 
Washington, and there were very 
fewr boardwalks, but paths made 
with ashes, provided the principal 
means of keeping out of the mud. 
The nearest schoolhouse w'as the 
Johnson Building, a 4-room frame 
structure, erected in Mount Pleas- 
ant, to the north, in 1872, at a cost 
of $6,000. 

Off in the northeast corner of 
what is now Meridian Hill Park 
sfood for many years a theological 
school known as Wayland Seminary. 
Some 40 years or more ago it was 

razed, after headquarters of the in- 
stitution was removed to Richmond, 
Va. This organization was founded 
in 1865 by the Baptist Church for 
the education of colored preachers 
and teachers. The building was of 
brick, three stories high, with base- 
ment, mansard roof and lofty tower. 
It was erected in 1873-4 at a cost 
of $35,000, the amount being ob- 
tained from voluntary contribu- 
tions. All the work wis done by 
colored labor, and it was a very 
attractive building and a creditable 
piece of work. It was large enough 
to accommodate 200 students, and 
for some years after it was com- 

pleted it was one of seven schools 
in the South established and fos- 
tered by the American Baptist 
Home Mission Society. 

Seminary a Reminder. 
To many people who have lived 

for a long while in Washington, 
Meridian Hill Is one of the best- 
inown sections, and Way land Semi- 
nary afid the old standpipe which 
once stood at the top of Sixteenth 
street hill are reminders of their 
childhood days. In summertime 
Lhere was always a stream of boys 
wending their way to Rock Creek 
for a swim. Staughton, Chapin and 
Sixteenth streets and Champlain 
avenue were the principal thorough- 
fares used by the boys until the top 
of the hill was reached, and then 
paths across fields were used as the 
most direct route to Adams Mill 
road, Milk House road. Red House 
lane and Quarry road—the same 

Quarry road of today, with modifi- 
cations. 

The old standpipe, which stood at 
the top of Sixteenth street hill, was 

erected in the spring of 1878, by the 
firm of Gray & Noyes, iron founders, 
at Maine avenue near Third street 
3.W., and was removed on Febru- 
ary 8, 1894. This hill was a favorite 
sledding place when snow was on the 
ground, especially before the grade 
was reduced. 

There is substantially no history 
connected with Meridian Hill prior 
:o 1816, when Commodore David 
Porter, U. S. N., purchased It from 
Washington Bowie, who had ob- 
ained title from Robert Peter, Jr., 
who inherited it from his father, 
rhe tract is then said to have con- 

fined 157 acres, though 110 acres 

s probably nearer the size. Com- 
nodore Porter paid $13,000 for the 

apd, and here he became a gentle-1 
nan farmer, and as such he had 

By John Clagett Proctor 

a kitchen garden of 5 acres, but had 
to buy vegetables for winter. He 
also had a hundred acres in corn, 
oats, wheat, etc., but was obliged 
to Durchase grain for his stock. 
Evidently the commodore went into 
farming too deeply, for in 1820, he 
mortgaged the property to Comdr. j 
John Rodgers, and eventually lost 
_i_1 u 
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Adams Lived There. 

In 1829, the Porter mansion and 

grounds were leased by John Quincy 
Adams, who dispensed with the for- 
mality of personally turning over 

the White House to his successor, 
Andrew Jackson,' and left the Execu- 
tive Mansion in the evening of 
March 3 and walked out to Merjdian 
Hill, where for a while he resided. 

During the Civil War, Meridian 
Hill was regarded as an appropriate 
place for the temporary encamping 
of troops, and the Massachusetts 
soldiers first stopped here before 
moving farther out in the country 
to what Is now Fort Stevens, which 
was erected in October. 1861, and at 
first was named Fort Masachusetts. 
Later the 77th New York encamped 
on Meridian Hill, an account of 
which is given by Surg George T. 
Stevens of that regiment, who says: 

"We encamped on Meridian Hill 
December 1, 1861. Meridian Hill 
is the most delightful locality In the 
vicinity of Washington. The plain 
on which the city stands extends 
back some 2 miles from the river 
and is terminated by a line of 
hills. Along the margin of these 
hills were some fine old suburban 
mansions. On our right, toward 
Georgetown, was Kalorama, once 

the home of Joel Barlow, author of 
the famous poems, 'Hasty Pudding' 
and ‘The Columbiad.’ • • * The 
Porter mansion became our hospital 
and also for a time served as head- 
quarters. 

Troops Trained on Fields. 
"The ground had been elegantly 

laid out with box and juniper, while 
the adjoining groves of oak and 
chestnut lent additional charm to 
the locality. From the broad piazza 
we could look upon the busy scenes 
of the city and see the vessels pass- 
ing lip and down the river. The 
country in the rear of our encamp- 
ment was charming. Five groves, 
traversed by streams of pure run- 

ning water, with fields surrounded 
by hedges, stretched far to the 
northward. On the open plain 
might any day be seen a regiment 
of lancers wheeling and charging 
in their brilliant evolutions. * * *” 

However the old mansion caught 
on fire in 1863, and the late Dr. 
Benjamin W. Summy saw' it burn 
to the ground. He w'as a medical 
student at the timr, attending 
Columbian College inow George 
Washington University), which then 
stood on the W'est side of Fourteenth 
street above Florida avenue. 

In addition to the mansion, a 
commodious farm house and a large 
barn, both of brick, were on the 
Dlace. and there was a fine onen 

wood of large growth near the 
mansion, covering about 15 acres. 

Just a short year before the troops 
encamped on Meridian Hill it be- 
came a picnic place, and the 
chances are that there may still be 
a few people living who danced the 
Virginia reel, the lancers, quadrille 
and the old Dutch waltz in the par- 
lors of the once palatial home of 
Commodore Porter. 

A picnic "ad" published in The 

Star In 1860 Informs the public that' 
among other things, this beaut^a. 
romantic spot has a bar w^' the 
choicest liquors, and tha* it is a 

most desirable place fof a Sunday 
school outing. 

Early Subdivision. 
Meridian Hill was subdivided in 

1'867, but it was many years later 
before it began to build up. Some 
of the early residents who lived 
there between 1887 and 1897 were 

Edward Blummer, Samuel J. Hais- 
lett, John Seibel, Gus Kneas,, Ben- 
jamin F. White and hjs sons, George 
and John C., and his daughters, 
Jennie and Bessie; Mrs. Faulkner 
and her daughter. Louise. James F. 
Vermillion, Charles Vermillion, Co- 
lumbus F. Sherwood, George W. 
Beall, Susan E. Fuller and her son 
and daughter-in-law, Mr. and Mrs. 
Theodore F. Fuller; Henry C. Leh- 
man. sr.: Napoleon Plunkett and 
Harry Hunaker. The Eslins li' ed 
on Columbia road, just outside of 
Meridian Hill subdivision. A late 
as 1881, the old bowling alley and 
cockpits were visible there. Charles 
A. Stewart had his home where the 
National Baptist Memorial Church 
is at Sixteenth street and Columbia 
road. 

On Janu&ry 23, 1887, Senator 
John B. Henderson bought the 
northwest corner of Florida avenue 
and Sixteenth streets, and a permit 
for the erection of the "castle," was 
issued April 12. 1888. J. E. Gardner 
was the architect and J. H. Lane, 
the builder. 

It W'as about the time of the com- 

ing to Meridian Hill of the Hender- 
sons that improvements in this 
locality began. To Mrs. Henderson, 
in particular, credit is due for saving 
Meridian Hill from the "bow-wows." 
At this period cows, with an attend- 
ant, were permitted to graze along 
the hills and nearly all kinds of 
animais were anowea to run at large. 

Transformation Seen. 
Looking at this part of the city 

today, the transformation has in- 
deed been marvelous. Even the 
names of the streets have been 
altered. Huron street, for instance, 
is now Fuller street; Erie, to the 
south, Is Euclid: Superior, down 
which ran Slash Run, is Kalorama; 
Meridian is Sixteenth, Messmore is 
Mozart place; Central is Seventeenth 
street, Prospect street is Belmont 
place and Crescent street is Cres- 
cent place. Champlain avenue and 
Ontario avenue retain their original 
names. Columbia avenue, now 
Fifteenth street, was then exclu- 
sively a Negro thoroughfare where 
the architecture of the house* 
differed in width as well as in 
height. 

But. shortly after Sixteenth street 
was widened and extended and 
Coffin's row. Seibel's row and many 
other small frame buildings were 

removed, the street was soon made 
architecturally beautiful with fine- 
type residences. 
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for Antique Lovers 
PRIME ANTIQUES AND 
THEIR CURRENT PRICES 
Edited by Thomas Hamilton 
Ormsbee. (McBride; $15.) 

This enormous directory of an- 

tiques, which contains descriptions, 
with provenance and date of the 
most important articles sold at 
intique and fine arts auctions dur- 
ing 1946-7 should be an indispens- 
ible item in the library of collectors. 
More than 1,400 reproductions 11- 
ustrate the text. 
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Proudly Presents 
r-—-———--———————————————— 

r r Full Frequency Range Records 
■ I 1*1* Produced by DECCA of ENGLAND 
___:_ 

YES, THE FINEST QUALITY CLASSICAL 
MUSIC EVER PRODUCED 

The music critics have unanimously hailed this revolutionary recording 
process which is winning unequaled praise from discriminating listeners. 

Dr. Walter Damroseh, ". with eyes shut, I could have sworn that a 

hundred skilled players were seated before me playing at 

their best." 
Mr. Irving Kolodin, editor of the Saturday Review of Literature Record 

Supplement — "the results exceed in clarity, definition and 
tonal range anything I have previously heard from a commer- 

cial disc." 

Mr. Paul Hume, Music Editor of the Washington Post, "... highest 
fidelity recordings now on the market." 

THE DISC SHOP can now furnish you these MIRACLE records, such as: 

TSCHAIKOWSKY: "Romeo and Juliet Fantasy Overture." National 

Symphony Orchestra of England, Albert Coates,Cond.,$7.35 
BEETHOVEN: "Symphony No. 3 i n E Flat Major, Op 55" (EROICA), 

London Philharmonic Orch., Victor De Sabata, Conductor, 
•p j* • * i 

RAVEL: "Daphnis and Chloe Suites, Nos. 1 and 2," Paris Conservatory 
Orchestra, Charles Munch, Conductor---$7.35 

MENDELSSHON: "Hebrides Overt ure Op. 26," Nat. Sym. Orch-., Heinz 

Unger, Conductor-$2.10 
HANDEL: "Oh, Sleep, Why Dost Thou Leave Me?" "Come, Beloved," 

Ada Alsop, Soprano, Boyd Neel Orch., Boyd Neel Cond.,$2.10 
THOMAS: "Mignon Overture," Nat. Sym. Orch., Anatole Fistoulari, 

Conductor_^-^-$2.10 
Phone or Write for Complete Liattngg 

ViAC Sfofi 
Washington's Exclusive Phono-Record Store 

Now, two complete self-service shops to make your shopping more interesting H^eJou W,U 

find intelligent and courteous assistance by experienced personnel. You like hundreds of 

Washington Music Lovers, will acclaim these among the finest equipped record stores in t « 

United States. 

1018 Connecticut Ave. N.W. (Between K & L). ME. 9370 

1619 Connecticut Ave. N.W. (Between Q Cr R). HO. 5549 
Large Private Booths, Popular Recordings. Visit Our Large LatinMmerican Counters. 

Nationally Advertised Radios 

During December We Shall Be Open on Sundays From 1 to 7 P M.__j 
-T 1 

Those Were the Happy Days —By Dick Mansfield 
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WHAT DO 70U tfe^EMBER? 
I ANSWER TO LAST WEEK/ 

Question: 
HAT DOE'S THE *5" 
STAND FOR IN PRESIDENT 
HARRy’S*. 7RUMAN7 NAME? 

/ANSWER: 
TIS MERELY AN ALPHABET- 
ICAL CRN A-vVEAlT- 
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