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Inspection Setup 
Is Reorganized 
By Air Force 

Knerr to Head Office 
Established in Wake 
Of Meyers Expose 

V By John A. Giles 
The Air Force followed up the 

recent expose of the wartime 
aircraft procurement operations 
of Maj. Gen. Bennett E. Meyers 
yesterday with the establishment 
of an Inspector General’s office 
with three divisions and the 
transfer of the present Air In- 
spector. 

Air Force Secretary Symington 
announced assignment of Maj. Gen. 
Hugh J. Knerr as inspector general 
and establishment of an Air Inspec- 
tor's Division, a Division of Security 
and Inquiry, and an Air Provost 
Marshal's Division. 

Gen. Knerr, wartime commander 
of the Air Service Command, has 
been secretary general of the Air 
Board since February, 1946. His suc- 
cessor was not named. As inspector 
general he will report directly to 
Gen. Spaatz, the chief of staff. 

Annnnnrpmpnt hv Sprr»farv 

Secretary Symington's announce- 
ment said Maj. Gen. Junius W. 
Jones, air inspector since 1943, 
"whose scheduled routine transfer 
was held in abeyance while the Spe- 
cial Senate Committee's subcommit- 
tee was in session,” will be trans- 
ferred to command of the Sacra- 
mento Air Materiel Area with head- 
quarters at McClellan Field. Calif. 

It was the subcommittee that de- 
veloped the case against Gen. Myers, 
who was indicted Friday by a Dis- 
trict grand jury for perjury and sub- 
ornation of perjury. 

Maj. Gen. St. Clair Street, who 
has been serving as chief of the 
Army and Air Force Recruiting 
Division, was named Air Inspector 
in the new set-up. 

Joseph F. Carroll, on leave from 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
was named chief of the Security and 
Inquiry Division. 

Col. Joseph V. Dillon will continue 
-to head the Division of the Air 
Provost Marshal, which is being 
transferred from the Office of the 
Deputy Chief of Staff. 

Wilson to Be Consultant. 
Frank J. Wilson, retired head of 

the Secret Service, will continue as 
consultant to the Inspector General. 

Briefly, it will be the duty of the 
Air Inspector to see that operational 
orders are carried out and that1 
planes and installations are equipped 
and safe. The Security and Inquiry- 
Division is the investigative unit 
and in its province will fall the duty 
of uncovering such matters as the 
Meyers case. The Air Provost Mar- 
shal will be concerned more directly 
with routine and small thefts, and 
internal acts against the service. 

Mr. Carroll’s office, Gen Knerr 
said, will be a “channeling agency 
Dotn up ana aown for investiga- 
tions and inquiries relating to the 
Air Force. 

"Mr. Carroll will utilize the exist- 
ing Government agencies to pros- 
ecute investigations which may be 
initiated either by the Air Force or 
which may be brought to Mr. Car- 
roll's office by any outside agency,” 
Gen. Knerr added. 

Public Trust Emphasized. 
“The Air Force has a duty of 

public trust,” Gen Knerr said, "and 
there had been a long-felt need for 
establishing a better means of safe- 
guarding that trust. Many assign- 
ments now handled by the Air 
Inspector will become Mr. Carroll’s 
responsibility. He will utilize all 
existing Government agencies to 
assist the Air Force in living up to 
this obligation of public trust.” 

Gen Knerr emphasized that the 
Inspector General's Office was new 
to the Air Force and that policies 
and functions of the three divisions 
under him were being worked out 
"deliberately and carefully.” 

The announcement thus was the 
department's answer to Mr. Sym- 
ington's promise to establish "an 
inspection organization which will 
produce maximum efficiency with 
the facilities available” and pre- 
vent a repitition of "the sordid 
story of Bennett E. Meyers.” 

Graduate of Annapolis. 
Gen. Knerr, 60, is a native of 

Fairfield, Iowa, and a graduate of 
the Naval Academy at Annapolis. 
Commissioned an ensign in the 
Navy in 1908, he transferred to the 
Coast Artillery Corps in 1911. Dur- 
ing World War I he was detailed 
to the Signal Corps’ Aviation Sec- 
tion. He retired as a lieutenant- 
colonel in 1939. 

Recalled to active duty in 1942, 
flan Vnorv mnx J j_x__ 
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mander of the Air Service Com- 
mand at headquarters here. Later 
he was in command of the Air 
Service Command of the United 
States Strategic Air Forces in Eu- 
rope. He has been serving as special 

'See AIR FORCE, Page A-10.) 

Charlotte to Buy Kerosene 
For Resale in Oil Shortage 

**>• Associated Pross 
CHARLOTTE, N. C., Dec. 20.— 

Mayor H. H. Baxter of Charlotte 
said tonight he will proclaim a state 
of emergency Monday authorizing 
the city government to buy kerosene 
in 100.000-gallon lots for resale to 
victims of a severe fuel oil shortage. 

The Mayor admitted there was no 

certainty that even the city could 
obtain oil in such quantities at the 
present time. 

The office, in operation three days, 
already has an unfilled backlog of 
more than 1,000 requests. The city 
has been allocated 2,500 gallons of 
oil per day by dealers, who in turn 
arc rationing their customers at 60 
per cent of oil storage capacity. 

Mayor Baxter said there was no 
indication when the orders at the 
emergency office could be filled. The 
maximum emergency order from the 
city is for 30 gallons. 

Complete Index, Pg. A-2a 
Radio Programs, Page C-8 V 

Search for Bodies Still Lags 
Five Days After Empire Crash 

Wreckers Have Dug Into Apartment Debris 
Only for 2Vi Hours Since Firemen Left 

This morning, as on each 
morning since last Wednesday, 
relatives of three persons be- 
lieved dead in the collapsed Em-1 
pire Apartments will gather at; 
the rubble-filled shell, Ninth 
street and New York avenue N.W. 

They hope to witness—finally— 
the start of an active search for the. 
bodies presumed to be buried under 
debris of the partly demolished 
seve^-story structure. 

Since Wednesday, when it first 
appeared the three missing tenfhts 
had perished, their families have 
been wondering why no one was dlg-i 
ging through the wreckage for 
possible victims. 

They watched workmen of one 
wrecking firm hack away at the 
roof for two and a half hours Fri- 
day. This was the first work done 
since firemen were called out of the 
building Wednesday morning—less 
than 12 hours after the collapse. 

They saw—but failed to under- 
stand—transfer of the job to 
another company. The second con- 
tractor spent all day yesterday 
doing preliminary safety work pre- 
paratory to searching for bodies and 
clearing debris. 

Late this afternoon, it was esti- 

mated, actual digging for bodies 
might begin. 

"I do not understand why they 
are so slow in getting the bodies out 
of the wreckage.” said Mrs. Mary 
Matte of New York. Her brother- 
in-law. Joseph M. Smith, was be- 
lieved dead in the rubble. The 
sister, Mrs. Lena Smith, lay criti- 
cally injured in Emergency Hospital. 

"When ther^ is a mine disaster, 
there are men going in searching 
for bodies almost immediately.” 

This was the comment of Mrs. 
L. B. Phillips of Round Hill, Va. 
She had taken leave from her Navy 
Department job to await the search 
for hte body of her mother, Mrs. 
K. B. Van Sickler, another missing 
tenant. 

"What if she had been alive until 
Wednesday afternoon?” 

There was bitterness and grief in 
the voice of Mrs. William Van 
Sickler of Accokeek. Md.. daughter- 
in-law of the missing woman. 

Statements of the waiting rela- 
tives range from pure anguish to an 
angry determination to take legal 
action against those responsible for 
the delay. 

This is the chronology from the 
(See COLLAPSE, Page A-6.) 

Russia Moves Swiftly 
To Tighten Its Hold 
On Eastern Germany 

Heads of Middle-of-Road 
Party Who Opposed 
Nazi Regime Are Ousted 

By the Associated Press 
BERLIN, Dec. 20.—The Soviet 

military administration moved 
swiftly tonight to solidify its 
hold on Eastern Germany for 
whatever eventualities the fail- 
ure of the Big Four Foreign Min- 
isters Conference in London may 
bring. 

The Russians fired the two lead- 
ers of the Christian Democratic 
Union (CDU > in the Soviet zone. 
These party leaders, Jakob Kaiser 
and Ernst Lemmer. were opponents 
of the Nazi regime and took part 
tion plot against Adolf Hitler, 
tion plat against Adolf Hitler. 

The Christian Democratic Union, 
called the Christian Social Union 
in the American zone, had been 
tolerated only as “opposition” win- 
dow dressing in the Russian occupa- 
tion area. The union is a middle- 
of the road party with strong 
church backing. 

Party Loses Independence. 
The Russians also have informed 

the union that the license of Wil- 
helm Gries, chief editor of the 
party's Berlin newspaper Neue 
Zeit, had been withdrawn and a 
new editor was being installed. 

The Russians had cut the per- 
mitted circulation of the paper to 
50,000 yesterday as a sign of their 
displeasure. The circulation was 
restored today to its original figure 
of 100000 in the Russian order. 

Although Kaiser and Lemmer de- 
clined to say what they would do 
in the face of the Russian order, 
it was obvious that their party 
had lost its independence in the 
Soviet zone. 

Some observers said the Russians 
would seek to maintain the union 
with the help of a number of dis- 
sident factions but that the present 

(See GERMAN, Page A-10.) 

Missing Austrian Official 
Reported in Soviet Camp 

By the Associated Press 

VIENNA, Dec. 20.—A government 
informant said today that Paul 
Katscher, Austrian government offi- 
cial who has been missing for 15 
days, was being held by the Rus- 
sians at a camp in Wiener Neustadt, 
in the Soviet, zone. 

Mr. Katscher was picked up by 
three men in Soviet uniform shortly 
after leaving his office December 5 
and was taken originally to a build- 
ing in the Soviet district of Vienna, 
the informant said. 

Mr. Katscher had been expected tc 
attend the international conference 
at Geneva on inter-European ex- 

change of railway cars which opened 
December 12. 

Meanwhile Austrian police said 
they had no Clues on the disappear- 
ance December 13 of Wilfried Guen- 
ther, 20-year-old employe of the 
government censorship office. 

Other Austrians who have disap- 
peared without trace recently are 

Archduke Wjlhelm von Hapsburg 
and two Austrian oil experts, Turyn 
and Vizvary. ✓ 

Running Gun Battle 
Fought Between Arabs 
And Jewish Convoy 

Palestine Clash Is Near 
Area Where Guerrillas 
Were Reported Massing 

By the Associated Press 
JERUSALEM, Dec. 20.—Arabs 

fought a running gun battle 
with a Jewish convoy tonight. 
The engagement swirled close to 
the borders of Syria and Leb- 
anon where Arab guerrilla forces 
have been reported massing to 
fight Zionists. 

Tile Trans-Jordan frontier force, 
an Arab military organization doing 

! police duty in Palestine under Brit- 
ish supervision, and British troops 
rushed to the aid of the convoy. 

Two Jewish settlement police were 
wounded and one Jew was reported 

: missing in the fighting which took 
place near the border village of 
Khisas where Jewish fighters killed 
10 Arabs, including five children, 
yesterday. 

Aden Outbreak Feared. 
Meanwhile a terse cable reading 

"rush help" was received in Jeru- 
salem from a Jewish community sur- 
rounded -by Arabs in the British 
colony of Aden on the Arabian coast. 
It was feared that the Jews there 
again were involved in communal 

i strife. Earlier this month 75 Jews 
and 34 arabs were-killed in Aden., 

• In London the Colonial Office 
said it had received no reports 
of new fighting in Aden. But it 
acknowledged receiving a plea 
from Tel Aviv rabbis to “rush 
help." One government source 
was inclined to discount renorts 

of trouble, saying he was sure 

the British representative would 
have advised London.) 
Scatteied fighting throughout 

Palestine brought death to seven 

Arabs, two Jews and one British 
soldier. The Associated Press death 
count since the United Nations 
General Assembly voted for parti- 
tion of the Holy, Land on Novem- 
ber 29 reached 290 in Palestine 
alone ana 411 throughout the Mid- 
dle East. 

Pour Arabs, a Jew and a British 
soldier were killed in the bloody 
Jaffa-Tel Aviv border area. Opera- 
tions there included a counter- 
attack by Hagana fighters against 
Arab positions. Arabs claimed two 
of. their dead were laborers shot 
down while en route to work, but 
Jewish sources said the men were 

killed while firing toward Jewish 
buildings. 

Hagana said the British soldier 
(See PALESTINE, Page A^iOJ 

Russian Newsman Held 
In Death of U. S. Soldier 

Ey the Associated Press 
VIENNA, Dec. 20—The United 

States Army announced today a 

Russian journalist has been arrested 
in the death of an American soldier 
whose jaw was broken in a fight. 

The Russian. Stefan Ingrin, now 

is in custody of Soviet officials. 
The soldier died in the army hos- 

pital three hours after the fight in 
Vienna’s international zone yester- 
day. His name was withheld pend- 
ing notification of next of kin. A 
second American soldier who at- 

tempted to intervene was bitten by 
the Russian, officials said. 

Many of Best Seats Already Sold 
For Evening Star Track Meet 

Sale of tickets lor Tne Evening 
Star games, Washington's first in- 
door track meet since before the 
war, is moving along at a brisk pace 
and a good portion of the best seats 
are already gone. 

Only 4,200 seats will be available 
because of the restricted seating in 
the National Guard Armory, where 
the meet is to be held at 8 p.m. 
January 3. 

The Brown University Alumni As- 
sociation has taken the lead among 
alumni groups in reserving a large 
block of seats and members have 
been asked to inform Hal Master 
by Tuesday of their desires. Mr. 
Master, whose telephone number is 
Emerson 7680 or Executive 6400, 
Branch 5300, has circularized the 
group. 

Among those from Brown who 
will participate are Ray Leeth in 
the 70-yard high hurdles invitation: 
Joshua Tobey, and his brother, 
Jonathan Tobey. both in the mile 
relay; Robert Factor in the mile 
jelay: and Royce Crimmin in thd 
mile relay and the 1,000-yard io|i 

vitationaj, tne lauer entry Demg 
provisional. 

Several other groups, business and 
social, also have already taken sub- 
stantial blocks of seats. 

Ticket supplies have been placed 
at a number of convenient spots in- 
cluding Irvings, Tenth and E streets 
N.W.; Andy Parkas Sports Shop, 
2131 Pennsylvania avenue N.W.; 
Kneessi and Adler's, 822 Fifteenth 
street N.W.; the University Club, 
the Army and Navy Club, the Sta- 
dium Pharmacy, 130 Nineteenth 
street, S.E.; the Junior Board of 
Commerce office in The Star Build- 
ing, and the business counter in the 
lobby of The Star Building at 
Eleventh street and Pennsylvania 
avenue N.W. 

Reservations by mail can be made 
in Room 724, The Evening Star 
Building, and telephone reserva- 
tions will be received over National 
5000, branch 452 or 394. All checks j 
should be made out to The Evening 
Star Games. Box seats are priced! 
at (4. Balcony and stand reserved1 
seats at $3 and general admissions 
at *2. 
> (Further details In sports section.)1 
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Marshall Plan 
Will Be Passed, 
While Predicls 

Vandenberg Prepares 
To Start Hearings on 

Program January 7 

By J. A. O'Leary 
A prediction that Congress will 

approve the Marshall plan “in 
substantial measure” came yes- 
terday from Senate Majority 
Leader White. 

Senator White made this optimis- 
tic forecast as Chairman Vanden- 
berg of the Senate foreign Rela- 
tions Committee prepared to start 
hearings January 7 on President 
Truman's recommendations for the 
long-range plan to put Europe on 
its feet in four years. 

As outlined in the Truman mes- 
sage Friday, the plan calls for 
$6,800,000,000 of American help dur- 
ing the 15 months beginning April 
1. For the remaining three years 
the total cost is estimated at $10,- 
200,000,000. 

One of the main battles on Capi- 
tol Hill is expected to center around 
the question of whether the entire 
S17.000.000.000 shnillri hp anfhnrizpH 
at the start, as proposed by the 
President, with the appropriations 
considered on an annual basis. 

Limitation May Be Urged. 
It will be argued by some law- 

makers that this Congress should 
not commit the next one. Holders 
of this view undoubtedly will want 
to limit the authorization to the 
amount to be spent during the last 
three months of this fiscal year, 
and the 12 months beginning July 1. 

There also were early indications 
yesterday that the fight will be a 
long one, and that the Foreign Re- 
lations Committees of the House 
and Senate will not be the only 
committees that will delve into the 
issue. 

Senator Taft, Republican, of Ohio 
indicated he thinks it will be March 
1 before the Marshall plan is out of 
committee and ready for floor de- 
bate. 

The Ohio Republican, chairman of 
the Joint Economic Committee, also 
said he supposed that committee 
would be bound to consider the eco- 
nomic effects of foreign policy 
whenever it meets on general price 
problems. While that is not a stand- 
ing committee of the type that re- 
ports legislation, it can submit 
general recommendations to both 
Houses. 

Some Reluctance Anticipated. 
The appropriations committees 

of both Houses also are bound* to 
have their say on the long-range 
plan, as they did last week when 
they scaled down both the interim- 
aid fund for France, Italy and 
Austria, and the Army’s budget for 
occupied zones of Germany, Japan 
and Korea. 

Sonotov UIViUaV V,-_ x 
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on the long-range program was: 
"Congress must give serious con- 

sideration to it and will approve in 
substantial measure the President’s 
recommendations. Many of our 
members will do so with reluctance.” 

Senator Vandenberg withheld any 
comment on the long-range plan, 
beyond the terse promise that the 
hearings will be “very thorough.” 

Kilgore Praises Message. 
It will be his job to handle the 

enabling act when it reaches the 
floor, and there were some indica- 
tions he may refrain from express- 
ing his own views until the testi- 
mony is in before his committee. He 
has been an outstanding Republican 
champion of bipartisan foreign 
policy, however, in seeking to solve 
postwar problems. 

Senator Kilgore. Democrat, of 
West Virginia called the President’s 
message “excellent,” and said he 
thought Congress should put 
through an authorization for the 
whole .program, so the State De- 
partment may proceed with neces- 

sary agreements, even though ap- 
propriations are made on an annual 
basis. 
“I think it is a defense measure 

as much as anything else,” Senator 
Kilgore added. 

Congressional leaders have not 
(See MARSHALL PLAN, P. A-10.) 

Two Paralyzed Veterans 
Hurt in Hit-Run Crash 

By the Associated Press 

PbRT ROYAL, Va., Dec. 20 —Two 
paralyzed war veterans from Mc- 
Guire Hospital, Richmond, oA their 
way home for Christmas, were 

among four persons injured in an 
automobile accident on Route 1 
near here today. 

The car, especially equipped for 
paraplegics, was in collision with 
another automobile, which did not 
ctnn oftor tKo n ooi fA an f ■ 'H a irof 

erans’ machine overturned. 
The four persons hospitalized 

were 'Samuel Malone, 24, James- 
town, Pa.; John Victor, 32, Balti- 
more;; Mrs. Frances Fern, 33, and 
Alice Tyler, 25, both of Richmond. 
They were taken to the hospital at 
Fredericksburg, where attendants 
said their conditions were not seri- 
ous. 

What the Russians 
Are Saying of Us 
The Moscow radio, broadcasting 

in German to Europe, said: 
“The Soviet decision to abolish 

rationing and carry out a cur- 

rency reform has found a wide 
echo in the world press. The 
great Soviet country which had 
borne the main burden of the 
war proved once more to the 
world that the socialist economic 
system is immeasurably superior 
to the chaotic and predatory 
system of capitalism. 

“The venal journalists, on the 
other hand, who are being kept 
by the reactionary monopolists 
in the United States, Britain and 
other capitalist countries, have 
shown mice more that they do 
not draw their money for noth- 
ing. They employed every means 
to distort the historic {wiet 
measure.” 
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Tips on Officials Speculating 
In Grain Pour in to Ferguson 

House and Senate Investigators to Look 
For Leaks, Use of Inside Information 

By the Assoc'oted Press 

Many tips that Government 
officials and other public figures 
have been speculating on the 
grain market were reported ar- 

riving at the Capitol yesterday 
as committees of both the Sen- 
ate and House made ready for 
broad investigations. 

Senator Ferguson, Republican, of 
Michigan, who heads the Senate 
investigators, told a reporter that “a 
remarkable number of tips are 

coming in from anonymous p'ersons 
and in signed letters. 

"We certainly will follow up any 
that are worthwhile. We can ask 
Government agencies to check up 
on brokerage accounts if these 
names are not found on the lists.” 

Leaks” to Be Hunted. 
Meanwhile Repreventatlve August 

H. Andresen, Republican, of Minne- 
sota, announced that the special 
House committee which he heads in- 
tends to find out whether “any 
leaks” have enabled speculators to 
make "a killing," and whether any- 
one in the legislative or executive 

branches have had "inside informa- 
tion" on Government commodity 
purchases. 

Mr. Andresen said his committee 
will get started as soon as it sets 
up a staff and then “move fast.” 
But probably it will not go into 
action before the regular session of; 
Congress which will begin January 6. 

The staff of Senator Ferguson's 
committee will work during the holi-, 
days to get the information before 
the public as rapidly as possible, 
Senator Bridges, Republican, of New 
Hampshire, said. 

Bill Signed by Truman. 
Senator Bridges, chairman of the 

,Senate Appropriations Committee, 
appointed the five-man subcommit- 
tee headed by Senator Ferguson, 
Friday, shortly after President Tru- 
man signed legislation authorizing 
congressional committees to obtain 
lists of big-time market operators 
from Secretary of Agriculture An- 
derson. 

Mr. Anderson has announced pub- 
licly that he has such lists, but he 

(See SPECULATION, A-7J 

Telegraph Workers 
Await Strike Order; 
To Lay Plans Today 

Conciliators Fail to Avert 
Threatened Walkout of 
50,000 in Western Union 

By James Y. Newton 
Fifty thousand ‘employes of 

Western Union, members of 
three AFL • unions, last night 
awaited the word of their leaders 
that would touch off a Nation- 
wide telegraph strike, after Fed- 
eral conciliators failed to bring 
about settlement of the wage 
dispute with the company. 

Locally, members of the Commer- 
cial Telegraphers Union, largest of 
the three, were summoned to a 
2 p.m. mass meeting at the Anna- 
polis Hotel today to receive assign- 
ments for picketing and make other 
final plans for the strike. 

The Washington local has 700 
: members, but union officials said 
[ there will be no interruption of 
work because of today’s meeting 
unless the walkout signal is given 
beforehand. Similar meetings were 

! called in other parts of the country. 
| Order to Disregard Call Reported. 

IfAAnn.UIln a« A aa/naIa^aJ n.AA^ 

dispatch from Kansas City quoted 
union and company sources as say- 
ing that, notices had been posted 
ordering 1,500 CTU employes in 
Missouri, Kansas and Colorado to 
"disregard and nullify” the strike 
call. 

Union officials there said the or- 
der was posted by Local 23 and 
signed by J. J. Layden, acting chair* 
man. Mr. Layden said he could 
(See WESTERN UNION, P. A-10.) 

One Last Appeal to Stalin 
On Atomic Control Urged 

fty the Allocated Preis 

LONDON, Dec. 20.—Eleven promi- 
nent Britons tonight urged Presi- 
dent Truman andt Prime Minister 
Attlee to approach Prime Minister 
Stalin in “one last attempt” to per- 
suade Russia to share in interna- 
tional control of atomic energy. 

If that fails, the appeal said, 
‘-‘the freedom-loving powers closely 
associated with Britain and America 
should act in concert. They should 
develop such a predominance of de- 
fense strength, including atomic 
strength, that no power would dare 
to challenge them.” 

The statement from the 11 Britons 
sa;d all attempts thus far at inter- 
national control have been “frus- 
trated by the intransigence of the 
Soviet Union,” £d added that “un- 
less within the very near future 
strict international control of 
atomic energy is established we 

shall face a very desperate world 
situation." , 

The signers included Bertrand 
Russell, the famed philosopher; the 
Rev. w. R. Matthews, dean of St. 
Paul’s Cathedral; T. S. Eliot, the 
poet; and Clement Davies, head of 
the Parliamentary Liberal flirty. 

Second Student Dies 
After Virginia Crash; 
Four Others Injured 

Auto With Six Veterans 
Bound Home for Holiday 
Strikes Side of Bridge 

A second University of Vir- 
ginia student died late yesterday i 
as the result of an automobile 
wreck near Woodbridge, Va., in 
which four fellow students were 
injured. 

He was Stuyvesant McKinney, 20. 
the son of Mr. and Mrs. John Hill 
McKinney, socially prominent resi- 
dents of Tuxedo Park. N. Y. 

Mr. McKinney died in the Marine 
Base Hospital at Quantico 14 hours 
after the automobile smashed into 
the concrete side of a bridge on 
Route 1. 

David B. Powell, 22. of Buffalo. 
N. Y., was killed instantly in the 
crash. He was the son of Joseph 
Powell, president of the Powell Stor- 
age Co. of Buffalo. 

All Are Veterans. 
The six young men, all veterans, 

were homeward bound for the holi- 
days. 

Most seriously injured of the sur- 
vivors is Philip Schuster, 25, an 

Army aviator with combat service 
in the Pacific theater, who suffered 
a compound fracture of the jaw and 
other head injuries. He is the son 

(See CRASH, Page A-10.) 

British Beer Cut Again 
LONDON, Dec. 20 (/P).—Britain’s 

beer must take another cut with the 
year’s end—this time in quantity 
rather than quality. The Brewers’ 
Association announced that reduc- 
tion of sugar allocations would mean 
a curtailment in beer output equiva- 
lent to nine pints out of every 144- 
pint barrel. On previous reductions 
of ingredients, the industry turned 
out weaker beer to help maintain 

| supplies. 

Children Refuse to Desert Santa 
In Downtown Chicago Store Fire 

By th« Associated Frets 

CHICAGO, Dec. 20.—Santa Claus’ 
little friends wouldn’t desert him 
in the face of danger today, so he 
doubled in the role of rescuer when 
fire broke out in the Goldblatt 

I Brothers Department Store on State 

| street. 
The blaze, causing an estimated 

$15,000 damage, forced the evacua- 
! tion of 25,000 Christmas shoppers, 
i Santa joined store officials, detec- 
tives and other employes in lead- 
ing them to safety. 

The Are started in an escalator 
between the first and second floors. 
Smoke soon seeped up to the eighth 
floor toy department, where Santa 
was discussing Christmas gifts with 

: a long line of waiting children. 
Word was quietly flashed by teler 

i phone to store detectlveOand special 
service men on each moot. 8tore 

employes circulated among the shop- 
pers, telling them to leave. 

But several children set up a 
howl when they thought they were 

deserting Santa in a burning'build- 
ing. “Save Santa Claus; bring him 
with us," some of them cried. 

Santa, also known to his intimates 
as Harland M. Worley, bl, rose to 
the occasion. He led the children 
and their parents to the nearest 
elevator and promised to follow as 

soon as the floor was cleared. 
Music was broadcast over the first 

floor louti. speaker system and store 
officials said the entire building was 

cleared in 15. minutes. There was 
no panic and no one was reported 
injured. Operations were resumed 
in 45 minutes and store officials 
said the crowd, including persons 
attracted by curiosity was "larger 
than ever.” 

Santa, too, went back to his 
eighth-floor post. f 

Christmas Shoppers 
In D. C. Set Record 
For Dollar Volume 

Figures May Show 10% 
Gain Over '46; Unit 
Sales Up Slightly 

TREE-LIGHTING by President 
Heads Christmas Activities. A-4. 

With only three more shop- 
ping days left before Christmas, 
Washington is ringing up its 
greatest dollar volume of holi- 
day purchases on the cash regis- 
ters of local department stores. 

A survey last night of the city’s 
stores showed general agreement 
that the District, like the nation in 
general, is spending more on 
Christmas gifts than in any pre- 
vious Yuletide. Early reports from 
the Federal Reserve Bank of Rich- 
mond, which includes the District 
in its area, back up the local figures. 

Exact figures will not be known 
until the New Year but the Federal 
Reserve totals indicate this season’s 
dollar volume of sales will be at 
least 10 per cent over last year, 
perhaps as high as 15 per cent. 

Unit sales—the number of each 
item purchased—have not increased 
as greatly, however, because prac- 
tically everything has a higher 
price tag on it this year. 

Yesterday’s tkrong of shoppers 
crowded the stores once agaih. The 
Hecht Co., which broke all one- 
day records the Saturday before, 
said yesterday’s crowds were ’’fully 
as large as the previous Saturday’s” 
but sales figures would not be 
totaled until tomorrow. 

Charles B. Dulcan, sr., the com- 
pauy s vice president,, said sales 
for this Christmas season have "far 
exceeded those of any other year 
in the history of the Hecht Co.” 

Woodward & Lothrop reported 
sales in the last 10 days have been 
running well ahead for each day 
in the same period last year and 
there is no doubt the total sales 
will be a new high. The previous 
Saturday was the biggest day in 
the store’s history. 

Lansburgh’s reported a jammed 
store all day yesterday with the 
total dollar volume this season 
bigger "by far” than last year. 
Toys have been selling especially 
fast, the store reported. 

Garfinckel's said sales have been 
very good, running ahead of the 
1946 season. 

Kann’S reported a new 
high in dollar volume with unit sales 
heavy. 

Wide Choice for Buyers. 
All the stores reported that the 

generally better quality of mer- 
chandise plus the wider choice 
available in all stores seems to be 
bringing in the customers. Pur- 
chases of house furnishings and 
other “practical" gifts has been 
heavy along with the big sale of 
toys. 

A return of quantities of what 
the stores call "wheel goods”— 
bicycles, tricycles, etc.—will mean 

merry Christmas mornings in many 
a Washington area home for the 
youngsters. 

The nylon stocking supply has 
held up despite a big demand, the 
stores reported, though a shortage 
turned up in New York for a few 
days. 

The Associated Press survey 
throughout the Nation indicated 

i See SHOPPING, Page A-4.» 

Truman's Aides 
Speed Work on 

Industry Pacts 
Steel Firms to Be First 
Asked to Allot Scarce 
Goods Voluntarily 

By Chalmers M. Roberts 
The administration already is 

at work on plans to obtain the 
voluntary agreements among 
business and industry called for 
in the Republican anti-inflation 
bill and preliminary meetings 
with business leaders may be 
held this week, The Star learned 
last night. 

Agreements to channel scarce 
products into most essential uses 
are expected to be worked out 
shortly after the first of the year, 
with the steel industry in the van 
of the key businesses to be called 
here by Secretary of Commerce 
Harriman to get together on the 
program. 

President Truman is expected to 
sign the Republican sponsored bill 
because, as one high administra- 
tive official put it. ‘‘It's got some 
things in it we want.” He referred 
to the extension of export and 
transportation controls and the 
power to limit grain used by dis- 
tillers. 
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signed late this week, this official, 
indicated. At that time, the Presi-' 
dent will issue a statement that the 
GOP anti-inflation measure, passed 
in the last days of the special ses- 
sion of Congress, lacks the teeth 
necessary to beat down the high 
cost of living. 

Will Suspend Anti-Trust Laws. 
The chief Republican feature of 

the bill, sponsored by Senator Taft, 
Republican, of Ohio, is the provi- 
sion allowing voluntary agreements 
between various business concerns 
to parcel out scarce commodities 
"which basically affect the cost of 
living or industrial production.” 
The President must approve the 
agreement before they can take 
effect. 

Those businessmen who do sign 
agreements are then relieved from 
prosecution under the antitrust 
laws. 

The President had asked for the 
power to allocate these scarce ma- 

| terials as was done during the 
war but the Republican-controlled 
Congress said it must be done only 
on a voluntary basis. 

Martin Predicts Further Action. 
The attitude of the administra- 

tion, according to the administra- 
tion official, is that every effort will 
be made to reach such agreements. 
If businessmen balk or cannot agree, 
then Mr. Truman will ask Congress 
next year once more for mandatory 
authority. 

As mpmhors nf hrtth Senate anrl 

House hurried home for Christmas, 
their leaders left behind a wake of 
statements on the high cost of liv- 
ing problem. 

House Speaker Martin said the 
"stopgap” program which did pass 
Congress was just the start of a de- 
termined Republican program to 
drive down prices and that "there 
are other steps to be taken.” He 
did not list them, however. 

"With Martin talking that way.” 
an administration official said last 
night, "we’ve got to take what they 
gave us and do everything we can 
with it.” 

Taft Blames Administration. 
Senator Taft, an announced can- 

didate for the Republican presiden- 
tial nomination, said that by signing 
the bill the President will get the 
power "to check nearly all the 
principal causes of inflation, if he 
really wishes to Bo so.” 

The Senator issued a statement 
blaming the current situation on the 
administration and saying he saw 
"no need at the present time of 
restoring police state methods of 
price control.” 

He wras careful to point out to 
reporters that he was issuing the 
statement as an individual rather 
than as chairman of the Senate 
Republican Policy Committtee. Sen- 
ator Taft was rebuked by fellow 
Senators last month for denouncing 
President Truman’s 10-point pro- 
gram in a way in which he appeared 
to be speaking for the Republican 
Party rather than as an individual. 

Taft Hits Luckman “Fiasco.” 
The Ohioan listed four ways by 

which. he said the President could 
"check inflation by reducing the 
spending which drives prices uft” 
They were cut Government expenses, 
"educate the people to spending less 
and saving more.” limit exnnrts. 
which he called the "greatest cause" 
of rising prices, and restrain the 
creation of inflationary bank credit. 

Senator Taft said the campaign to 
get people to spend less and save 

<See~ECbNOMIC, Page A-T> 

President's Pup 
Is Delayed Twice 
On Flight Here 

(Picture on Page A-U.) 
By the Associated Press 

INDIANAPOLIS, Dec. 20.~Fellerf 
airborne cocker spaniel en route to 
the White House to become suc- 
cessor to Fala. was on his way again 
at 1:25 p.m. tonight after a two- 
hour delay here caused by poor fly- 
ing weather, and a three-hour de- 
lay in leaving Chicago. 

The ceiling closed in just after 
the flight bearing the already-fa- 
mous dog and 34 human passengers 
landed at Weir Cook Municipal air- 
port, forcing a wait until conditions 
improved. 

Airport officials said the flight 
probably would reach Washington 
at approximately 2:30 ajn. 

Capt. C. C. Mitchell of emc^go, 
pilot of the American Airlines plane 
carrying the puppy to President 
Truman, carried his distinguished 
canine passenger to the airline’s 
office after the flight was grounded. 

"He's just a little purp." Capt. 
Mitchell said. “He slegt all the way 
from Chicago." 

“ 

1 feller is only five weeks old. 


