
Museum Displays Imperial Trea 

Outstanding in the collection of Imperial Russian treasures on display in the 
Virginia Museum of Fine Arts is this crystal-and-emerald Easter egg, described in 
the accompanying story. Star Staff Photos by Elwood Baker. 

By STANLEY BAITZ 
Star Staff Correspondent 

RICHMOND, Va. 

CROESUS WAS a piker, Midas a third- 
rater, alongside the Romanoffs—the 

Czars of Russia—if the objects of art on dis- 
play here are any criterion. 

In the Virginia Museum of Fine Arts is an 

array of Imperial Russian treasures of inde- 
scribable richness, a trove of jeweled flowers, 
animals fashioned of precious stones, ikons 
and a great variety of priceless bibelots. 
There are some 600 pieces in the collection, 
but due to limitations of space and protective 
facilities, only 50-odd items were chosen for 
display. Even so, there is a glut of splendor. 

To the collector the preciousness of the 
gems and metals is as nothing compared to 
the workmanship that went into the objects, 
for among them are the most superb crea- 
tions of Peter Carl Faberge, court jeweler to 
two Czars—Alexander III and Nicholas II— 
and once the unofficial jeweler to all the 
crowned heads of Europe and Asia. He must 
have been kept busy simply catering to the 
Russian rulers and their families, who seem 
to have been unendingly giving each other 
pvniiielfa trlffc 

For instance, there are the Easter eggs. 
In Russia. Easter used to be the most impor- 
tant celebration day, one on which every one 

exchanged presents. Easter eggs seem to 
have been a popular gift, and for the ruling 
family Faberge went all out to create eggs 
that would give their Jaded tastes a fillip. 

His supreme masterpiece seems to have 
been the egg, shown at the left, given by 
Czar Nicholas to the Czarina Alexandra 
Feodorovna the year of their coronation. It 
is almost 10 Inches high and fashioned of 
clear rock crystal, resting upon a pedestal 
of enameled gold, with a base of crystal. At 
the top is a magnificent emerald of 27 carats. 
Inside the crystal egg are 12 miniatures of 
various royal residences in England, Ger- 
many and Russia. This egg was unofficially 
appraised before the war at about $100,000, 
and now is probably worth three or four 
times this much. 

Another imperial Easter egg is of solid 
gold, made in hinged sections which open up 
into eight oval miniatures of various royal 
residences. Each miniature is painted on 
ivory and ringed with tiny pearls. Sur- 
mounting the egg is a nest of stocks, made 
of gold and delicately enameled; *frhe adult 
bird has diamond-studded wings. 

Some 60 such eggs were created by Faberge 
for the two Czars, and 21 of them are pos- 
sessed by the museum, which came into the 
whole collection by the will of the late Mrs. 
Thomas Pratt. She bought it from Armand 
Hammer, a wealthy young man who went to 
Russia as a volunteer relief worker in 1921, 
and 10 years later purchased the collection 
from the Soviet government. 
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