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Peasant Groups 
Formed to Make 
Demands in Italy 

Leftist Press Tells 
Of 'Land Front' Like 
That for Industry 

By the Associated Press 

ROME, Dec. 23.—The leftist 
press announced today forma- 

tion of a “land front” of agri- 
cultural workers throughout 
Italy to lead the peasants in de- 

mands on the government. 
A high command already has 

been established on the Communist- 
dominated industrial labor from, 
with a parallel purpose. 

The Communist newspaper L'Unita 
and its allied left-wing Socialist 
newspaper Avanti said a "land con- 

stituent” of some 6,000 representa- 
tives of agricultural workers, meet- 

ing Sunday at Bologna, had ordered 
committees set up in eve^y village 
to spearhead a drive for "expro- 
priation of surplus properties and 

against "extension of land holdings." 
Strike in Po Valley Town. 

Pietro Nenni. pro-Communist So- 
cialist leader, announced in Avanti 
Sunday that the meeting in Bo- 

logna and a Congress in Milan on 

Management Councils for factories 
were steps io circumvent the Chris- 
tian Democratic government's solid 
parliamentary position. 

Premier Alcide de Gasperi's Chris- 
tian Democrats have consolidated 
with two small moderate leftist par- 
ties, the Labor Socialists and the 

Republicans, further solidfying the 
Premier's majority in the Assembly. 
All three parties boycotted the "land 
constituents" at Bologna. 

Press dispatches reported a gen- 
eral strike in the Po Valley indus- 
trial town of Cremona. 

The strike in Cremona was said 

to have been called in protest 
against a bomb explosion which 
damaged Communist Party head- 
quarters there Saturday night. 

Fatality Toll Rises to 26. 

Cremona has a population of 

about 64,000. The trouble there fol- 
lowed 10 days of labor disturbances 
in Sicily, where demands for unem- 

ployment relief and winter labor 
benefits produced general strikes at 
Palermo. Messina. Catania. Cani- 
catti, Caltanisetta. Argentio and 
Gela. Only the strike at Gela re- 

mained in progress today. 
Three of the 15 persons wounded 

in rioting at Canicatti Sunday died 

yesterday, bringing to 26 the toll of 
fatalities in leftist-led disorders in 
Italy since early December. 

Italy was operating on a new basis 
today, with the reign of the House 
of Savoy formally ended, after the 
Constituent Assembly approved a 

constitution for the republic last 
night. 

The assembly’s vote on the con- 

stitution, which marked the conclu- 
sion of 17 months of work, was 453 
to 62, with most of the monarchists 
and nationalists casting negative 
ballots. 

Enrico de Nicola, who under the 
constitution becomes the first Pres- 
ident of the republic, told the 
dovMitioc « macCQfTo tViot thev ViaH 

completed an “historic document” 
on which “the judgment of history 
would be serene.” He has been 
serving as provisional president. 

Deputies Cheer Orlando. 

Italy actually was proclaimed a 

republic on June 9, 1946, after a 

plebiscite on the issue went against 
the monarchy. The late King 
Umberto II, subsequently went intc 
exile in Portugal. 

The deputies cheered last night 
when Vittorio Emanuele Orlando 
Italian Premier in World War I anc 
the last surviving member of th( 
Big Four of the Versailles Treaty 
spoke of the work the assembly hac 
done and ended with the words 
"God Save Italy." 

Two other elder statesmen, Ivanot 
Bonomi and Francesco Saveric 
Nitti, also were present. 

United States Ambassador Jame? 
C. Dunn, British Ambassador Sir 
Victor Mallett and French Am- 
bassador Jacques Fouques witnessed 
the proceedings. 

There was applause and cheering 
when Umberto Terracini, Communist 
president of the Assembly, an- 

nounced the vote. Everyone stood. 
Premier Alcide de Gasperi pledged 

his government to the new charter 
and expressed the hope that the 
future would find the same concord 
that the voting displayed. 

The first full-fledged Parliament 
under the republic will come into 
being after an election next spring 

Truman Cancels News Parley 
President Truman decided today 

to forgo his usual weekly news con- 

ference this Thursday. Press Sec- 
retary Charles G. Ross told White 
House reporters: “That is your 
Christmas gift,” 
I" I 

SantaWon tNeea 
His Sleigh Here, 
Forecaster Says 
Despite cloudy skies today, the 

Weather Bureau Indicated that 
Santa Claus will have no need for 
his sleigh in Washington. 

In the Midwest and most regions 
of the Northeast, however, prospects 
for a white Christmas were height- 
ened by steady snowfalls. Snow up 
to 3 inches deep was reported this 
afternoon in parts of West Virginia. 

The bureau predicted a trace ol 
sleet or snow this afternoon, but 
■above-freezing temperatures result- 
ed in a brief shower shortly aftei 
noon. The mercury tonight will 
drop to about 28 degrees. Tomorrow 
will be cloudy, with fair skies in 
prospect for Thursday. 

Elsewhere, a belt of steady snow- 

extended today from Southwestern 
Ohio across Pennsylvania and New 
York into New England. The heav- 
iest fall today was 5 inches reported 
at Columbus, Ohio. 
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Truman Picks Andrews of Texas 
As Assistant Navy Secretary 

Lawyer and Oil Man 
To Succeed Kenney; 
Radford Moves Up 

President Truman will appoinl 
Mark Edwin Andrews, Texas 

lawyer and oil man, as Assistant 
Secretary of the Navy, the White 
House announced today. 

Mr. Andrews, a captain in the 
Naval Reserve, will fill the post 
vacated by promotion of W. Johr 
Kenney to be Undersecretary. 

The White House also announcec 

that Secretary of the Navy Sullivar 
expects to designate Vice Admira 
Arthur William Radford as vic< 
chief of naval operations, efifectivi 
January 3. 

President Truman has approvet 
this designation, the announcemen 
said. 

Charles G. Ross, White Housi 

press secretary, said Mr. Andrews 
name would be submitted to thi 
Senate at the opening of the nev 

session of Congress. He is not beini 
given a recess appointment. 

Mr. Andrews, whose home is ii 

Houston, entered the Navy in, 194 
as a lieutenant commander. H 
was released in 1946 with the rani 
of captain in the naval reserve. A 

MARK E. ANDREWS. 
—Harris-Ewing Photo. 

■ that time he Was chief of the pro- 
curement branch of the Materiel 
Division, with responsibility for 

, supervision over all the Navy's ma- 

; teriel procurement. 
Admiral Radford, one of the top 

airmen of the Navy, will succeed to 

Tsee NAVY, Page A-47) 

Tommies Battle Arabs 
Firing on Traffic 
North of Jerusalem 

Moslems' Bullets Also 
i Rake Funeral Procession 

On Mount of Ascension 
By the Associated Press 

JERUSALEM. Dec. 23 — British 
Tommies fought today against 
Arabs who attacked highway 
traffic north of Jerusalem, and 

'Arab bullets raked a Jewish fu- 
neral procession on the sacred 
Mount of the Ascension. 

A green-turoaned Arab in a green 

j slipover sweater led the highway 
attackers in a w'ild exchange of 

I fire with a British convoy, army 

| sources said. The convoy blasted 
j hillsides above Bab el Wad, from 

j which attackers' bullets wounded a 

i Swedish journalist and eight Jew's 

j this morning. 
At Haifa, meanwhile-, British 

forces brought to port a two- 

j masted refugee schooner carrying 
about. 850 -visaless Jewish immi- 

grants. They were immediately 
transferred to a British transport 

[ for transfer to detention camps on 

Cyprus. Sick passengers and rela- 
tives, 26, in all. were allowed to re- 

main in Palestine. 
British Officer Wounded. 

Arib casualties were unknown in 
the highway duel in which one 

British officer was wounded. Army 
sources said the convoy raked the 
attackers' position with 10,000 
rounds. 

David Ben-Gurion. chairman of 
the Jewish Agency Executive, was 

reported to have been a passenger 
in one of the convoy cars under 
attack. 

The funeral procession on the 
Mount of the Ascension for Robert 
Clive Stern. English-born Jewish 
journalist who was killed Sunday 
by Arab bullets, was marked by an 

| attack of snipers, some situated 
on the Mount of Olives. Many cars 

turned back under the fire as the 
procession neared the Jewish ceme- 

tery, hard by an Arab village, 
Arab bands roamed the country- 

I side, attacking freight trains as 

(well as road traffic. Arabs sized 
I a five-car cargo of cement in one 

I attack last night. A second train 
i was held up this morning, but of- 
ficials said the attackers left empty- 

| handed. 

| Traffic Virtually at Standstill. 
Traffic inside Palestine was at 

a virtual standstill as Arabs and 
Jews took potshots at each other in 

; villages and along the highways 
and byways. 

One Jew was killed in a sniping 
duel between the Jewish vallage of 
Bat Yam and Arab Yahelia in a 

; continuation of fighting which 

| started yesterday. The villages lie 
I south of Jaffa. 
] The death boosted to 305 the 

j number of persons killed in the 
i Holy Land since Arab rage at the 
United Nations decision to parti- 
tion Palestine began to manifest 
itself on November 30, the day after 
partition was voted. 

A Swedish newspaperman was 
wounded and Associated Press Cor- 
respondent James M. Long nar- 

rowly escaped being hit ,when Arab 
snipers raked highways leading 
into Jerusalem from the north, 

i Arab bands were hijacking freight 
aiiu jjuntc Actiu me cunataiit 

attacks on the highways and rail- 
roads had brought all travel to a 

virtual halt. 
The Jewish refugee ship, first to 

; be intercepted since partition was 

( See PALESTINE, Page A-4.) 

'Virus X/ Like Flu, Hits 
200,000 in Los Angeles 

By the Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES, Dec. 23.—A mys- 
terious “Virus X" has stricken 1 of 
every 10 persons in Los Angeles 
during the last six weeks, reports 
Dr. George M. Uhl, city health of- 
ficer, today. 

He said more than 200.000 cases 
have been reported, but there have 
been no fatalities. 

It has hit adults and children 
equally, with attacks lasting from 
three to seven days. Victims suf- 
fer from chills and fever, cramps, 
nausea and pains. It's similar in 
some symptoms to influenza. 

Apparently highly communicable, 
the virus has yet to be put to lab- 
oratory test, but Dr. Uhl expressed 
the opinion it was not the same 
as Q fever, another mysterious mal- 
ady being investigated by State 
health authorities. 

12 Hurt in Trieste Bombings 
TRIESTE, Dec. 23 UP).—1Twelve 

persons were injured in this city 
in two separate incidents in the 
last 24 hours. 
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German Train Wreck 

Kills 36 and Injures 
60 Near Remagen 

Two Expresses Collide 
Head-on Where U. S. 

Troops Crossed Rhine 
By the Associated Press 

FRANFURT Germany, Dec. 
23.—'Two packed passenger trains 
collided last night at Fahr-Irlich, 
near the spot where United 
States troops first crossed the 
Rhine, and 36 persons were 

killed and 60 injured. All the 
victims were believed to be Ger- 
mans. 

The worst train wreck in Ger- 

many since the war, it occurred in 
the French zone near Neuwied, 
which is across the Rhine from 
Koblenz and about 13 miles south- 
east of Remagen, where American 

troops captured an intact bridge. 
Most of the passengers were en 

route to Christmas reunions with 
families. 

German rail officials at Mainz said 
“the accident was caused by negli- 
gence of the engineer of the Frei- 
burg-Dortmund express, who ig- 
nored a stop signal at the Fahr- 
irncn station. 

This southbound express collided 
with a northbound Niederlahnstein- 
Cologne train. Railway men origi- 
nally estimated the casualties at 37 
dead and more than 100 injured. 

One coach and the locomotive of 
the Dortmund train overturned and 
another car was damaged severely, 
rail officials said. The locomotive 
of the other was derailed, and one 
car was damaged badly. 

French military government au- 

thorities sent rescue workers who 

helped untangle the wreckage. 
Traffic was suspended for hours over 

the line and diverted to other routes. 

Pauley Asks to Be Relieved 
Of Democratic Party Post 

By the Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES, Dec. 23.—Edwin 
Pauley, California oilman and as- 

sistant to the Secretary of the Army- 
announced last night that he has 
suggested he be relieved of his post 
as California Democratic national 
committeeman. 

Mr. Pauley said he had made the 
proposal to Senator McGrath, chair- 
man of the Democratic National 
Committee. 

"I have not been active since 
1945," Mr Pauley told a reporter 
"I have pointed out to the chairman 
of the national committee that there 
will be certain responsibilities which 
will occur soon and I feel he should 
appoint a successor to myself.” 

In recent months Mr. Pauley and 
James Roosevelt, California Demo- 
cratic State chairman and son ol 
the late President, have been at 
odds over party policies. 

It is expected that Senator Mc- 
Grath will visit this State next 
month to confer with California 
Democratic leaders. 

Navy Flyer Killed 
BOSTON. Dec. 23 i/P).—A Navy 

fighter plane crashed in the sea 4 
miles off Gloucester today and the 
pilot was killed. A Coast Guard 
picket boat, brought his body ashore. 

Late News 
Bulletin 
Fed Steers at World Record 

OMAHA UP>.—Fed steers sold 
for S40 a hundred pounds on 

the Omaha livestock, market 
today to set .what was de- 
scribed as a world record high 
for livestock marketed through 
regular channels at a regular 
receiving point. 

Hines Says U. S., 
Panama Will 
Agree on Bases 

Talks With Truman; 
Assembly Turns Down 
Request for Leases 

By th* Associated Press 

Brig. Gen. Frank T. Hines, 
Ambassador to Panama, said 
after a conference with Presi- 
dent Truman today that he be- 
lieves an agreement will be 
reached with Panama for the 
United States to have military 
bases there. 

The Panama Assembly last night 
rejected an agreement for the 
United States to lease 14 military 
bases on Panamanian soil. 

Gen. Hines told reporters he is 
returning to his post immediately. 
He has been in the United States 
on a vacation. 

Even before the Panama Assem- 
bly's action, he said he had planned 
to leave tomorrow. 

Gen. Hines first said he preferred 
not to comment on the assembly's 
action, but then said he imagines 
new plans will be made “at the 
proper time” looking to a new 

agreement. 
He added that he feels certain 

that eventually "we will get to- 
gether.” 

Refuses to Discuss Conference. 
Gen. Hines said he had discussed 

the situation with Mr. Truman but 
refuses to give details of their talk. 

He recalled that the United States 
has turned back 120 bases Which it 
operated on Panamanian soil during 
the war, and said: 

We feel that these other bases are 

necessary for us to have in connec- 
tion with any well-planned defense 
of the Panama Canal.” 

Government officials said earlier 
that the United States will con- 
tinue to use the 14 bases for de- 
fense of the Canal Zone under a 
1942 defense agreement with Pan- 
ama which the United States insists 
holds good until after a “definite" 
peace treaty with Japan is signed. 

Might Wind Up in U. N. 
The Panama Assembly's action 

was interpreted in Panama as clos- 
ing the door to future negotiation.' 
Informed sources there, the Asso- 
ciated Press reported, expressed be- 
lief the issue might wind up in the i 
lap of the United Nations or some 
international arbitration tribunal. 

Meanwhile, Representative Engel, 
Republican, of Michigan suggested 
uiau cue uiiiicu oittica luiwli uu a 

new Atlantic-Pacific canal outside 
Panama if that nation insists on 

denying defense bases there. 
Mr. Engel, chairman of the House 

Appropriations Subcommittee on 

Defense, told reporters: 
"There is no doubt in my mind 

but what the act of the Panama 
National Assembly was Influenced at 
least in part by the Communist 
movement in the Canal Zone.” 
Rejection Touche* Off Celebration. 

Rejection of the new' agreement, 
voted 51 to 0, touched off a wild 
celebration in the Panama capital. 
Thousands of persons marched 
through the streets shouting glee- 
fully: "It did not pass." In the 
midst of the demonstrators was 
former Foreign Minister Ricardo J. 
Alfaro, who resigned December 9 
because of opposition to the pact. 

Mr. Alfaro's successor. Florencio 
Arosemena, quit yesterday, a few 
hours before the Assembly voted, 
because of his party's opposition to 
the agreement. 

Any further action by the United 
States, officials here said, will await 
the outcome of the presidential elec- 
tion in Panama next May 9, or any 
new move by Panama. 

Canal Zone Not Involved. 
The Canal Zone proper is not in- 

volved in the argument. Ten miles 
wide, it is granted forever to the 

1 United States, which exercises all 
rights, powers and authority as if 
it were sovereign. 

The rejected accord, signed early 
this month, would have given the 
United States use of the huge B-29 
airbase at Rio Hato in Panama for 
10 years with an option to renew 

for 10 more. 
Wartime-built Rio Hato is the 

only air base anywhere near the 
canal that can accommodate the 
big bombers. It is 70 miles north- 
west of Panama City. 

Tho 11 nfhar Hofpncp dtoc rtf 

various types would have been 
leased for five years. Title would 
have remained with Panama. 

The bases are the remainder of 
134 defense sites which the United 
States used during the war. The 
Army Department considers them 
vital to defense of the Canal. 

Formal Notice Awaited. 
The State Department today offi- 

cially was awaiting formal notifica- 
tion by the Panamanian govern 

(SetT PANAMA, Page" A-6.) 

Pope Won't See Cardinals 
ROME. Dec. 23 (/P).—Pope Pius 

XII will not receive the traditional 
Christmas Eve visit from the Col- 
lege of Cardinals tomorrow because 

i of the cold from which he is suf- 
fering, an informed source said 
today. However, the Pontiff will 
broadcast his Christmas message. 
An English translation will be trans- 

I mitted at ll a.m., EST. 

Break in New Main Cuts Off 
Water to 1.000 in Silver Spring 

A break in a newly-connected 
water main on Old Bladensburg 
road near Piney Branch road. Silver 

Spring, early today cut off water to, 
an estimated 1,000 homes in the! 
area. 

The break, attributed to a faulty 
pipe connection, occurred about 3 
a.m. and is expected to be repaired 
late this afternoon, according to L. 
L. Mullikin, a foreman for the 
Washington Suburban Sanitary 
Commission. 

The work is being done by the 
Leo Butler Co., Silver Spring, which 
is under contract to the Sanitary 
Commission. E. H. Gifford, in 
charge of repair work for the eon- 

L 

struction firm, said workmen had 
finished hooking up a 20-inch main 
to the Suburban Sanitary Commis- 
sion s water line along Old Bladens- 
burg road in front of the Montgom- 
ery Knolls subdivision last night. 
He said the break occurred at the 
point of connection. 

Although a new pipe connection 
is expected to be put on by 2 p.m., 
Mr. Mullikin said it will take the 
:ommission another three hours to 
‘charge the main with water.” 

Mr. Mullikin said the area affected 
a between Plney Branch road and 
Franklin avenue. 

The flow of water from the break 
necessitated the rerouting of traflle 
tor a short time, police said. 
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U. S. Goes On With Deportation 
Of Writer Despite U. N. Protest 

Greek Accused of Interest in Subversive 

Organization Refuses to Answer Queries 
By the Associated Press 

NEW YORK, Dec. 23.—The 
Justice Department began de- 

portation proceedings today 
against a Greek correspondent 
accredited to the United Na- 
tions, who, the department main- 
tains, is a member of an organi- 
zation advocating overthrow of 
the Federal Government. 

The correspondent, Nicholas 
Kyrlazidis, 26, steadfastly refused to 
answer questions put to him by the 
Immigration Service’s presiding ex- 

aminer, Samuel Dorfman. 
"I will not answer,” the writer 

kept repeating as Mr. Dorfman 

sought to learn his relationship with 
three Greek newspapers. 

The proceedings were opened 
despite previous indications of post- 

ponement. wrnie uimra otate of- 

ficials weighed the possibility the ac- 

tion violated an agreement with the 
U. N. 

Kyriazidis’ attorney, Isidore Eng- 
lander, challenged the jurisdiction 
of the hearing authorities in his 
opening remarks, asserting that 
under Federal law the only issue 
was whether the Greek is duly ac- 

credited to the U. N. and that other 
questions were improper. 

“There are very important con- 

siderations in this case,” Mr. Eng- 
lander declared, “not only for this 
man but for the press and corre- 

spondents all over the world.” 
Presiding Inspector Gilbert Zim- 

merman ruled that the hearing 
would determine if the Justice De- 

partment had jurisdiction and if 

(See CORRESPONDENTS, PgT A-61 

Dismissal Is Sought 
By Murphy for 4 of 

Inefficiency Charges 
Drunkenness on Duty 
And Abusive Language 
Claimed in Maher Report 

Counsel for Fire Chief Clement 
Murphy today sought dismissal 
of the first 4 of 13 formal charges 
against him on the grounds that 
the alleged acts occurred before 
Chief-Murphy was appointed to 
his present position. 

Attorney Martin F. O'Donoghue, 
reacting swiftly to formal announce- 

ment last night of inefficiency and 
unfitness charges against Chief 
Murphy by Special Assistant Cor- 
poration Counsel Daniel B. Maher, 
declared: 

"I will file dismissal motions with 
Mr. Maher and the members of the 

special three-man trial board today 
because any act performed before 
Chief Murphy's appointment March 
1, 1946. has no bearing on the case." 

The first four charges include 
one that he required firemen to 

help redecorate his home in June, 
1945. If the dismissals are granted, 
accompanying charges would be 

eliminated that Chief Murphy 
caused false statements to be en- 

tered in the Instructional Division 
Journal to the effect that firemen 

nc "nrrcont *’ mhpn 

actually they were working at his 
home. 

Maneuvering Cited. 

Pre-trial maneuvering during the 
last few months centered around 
efforts of Mr. O’Donoghue to re- 

strict the trial to the first 16 months 
after Chief Murphy's appointment 
and demands of the anti-Murphy 
forces that there be no limitation 
on scope of the trial. 

The Commissioners first limited 
the evidence to Chief Murphy's in- 
cumbency, but later removed the re- j 
striction to permit unlimited investi- 
gation. 'Discretion as to what is ad- 
missable evidence remains in the 
hands of Mr. Maher and members oi 

the board. 
The 13-count specification, served 

'■ tSee MURPHY, Page A-6.) 

Distillers Seek U. S. Ruling 
Today on Grain Allotment 

By the Asiocioled Pre»i 

Representatives of the distilling 
industry arranged a 3 p.m. confer- 
ence with Agriculture Department 
officials today on future whisky 
making. A 60-day halt in produc- 
tion of whisky ends tomorrow. The 
distillers agreed to the holiday as 

part of the Government's grain con- 

servation program, and now want 
to know how much grain they can; 
use when they start up again. 

The distillers last week turned | 
down a suggestion by Secretary of 
Agriculture Anderson that they limit 
themselves at 2,500.000 bushels of 
grain (none of it wheat) a month 
until the grain shortage ends. 

The industry ordinarily ufees about 
3.000.000 bushels a month, but in the 
month before the holiday the use 

jumped to about 8,000.000 bushels. 
Since the distillers turned down 

Mr. Anderson’s proposal Congress 
has passed legislation granting him 
power to say how much grain dis- 
tillers can use in the period ending 
next January 31. 
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Mrs. Harris'Case Goes 
To Jury as Judge Rules 
Out Manslaughter 

Union Official's Wife 
Faces Either Acquittal 
Or Murder Conviction 

A District Court jury this after- 
noon was deliberating the case 

of Mrs. Minnie Harris, 38, ac- 
cused of murdering her husband 
James E. Harris, 40, a union offi- 
cial. last April 28. 

Mrs. Harris, colored, is accused ol 
lulling her husband with a sharp 
instrument as he slept in their home. 
3120 Thirteenth street N.W. 

The case went to the jury at 11:50 
a.m. after a charge by Justice Ed- 
ward M. Curran. Justice Curran 
told the seven men and five women 

:hey could convict the defendant of 
murder in the first or second degree 
Dr aquit her. 

He did not instruct the jury with 
respect to a manslaughter verdict, 
dating the evidence in the case 
would not support such a finding. 

In his closing argument, Assistant 
United States Attorney Arthur J. 
McLaughlin declared Mrs. Harris 
'was in the frame of mind to cause 

:his brutal death." had the oppor- 
tunity to commit the murder and 
told conflicting stories concerning 
the finding of her husband's body. 

Robert I. Miller, who with Joseph 
McMenamin, represented tne de- 

fendant, called the Government's 
presentation 'the weakest circum- 
stantial case that's ever been in this 
pudding.” He asked the jury to send 
pis client “home to her family for 
Christmas." 

Shortly before the defense rested 
yesterday, Mrs. Harris, on the wit- 
less stand, denied killing her hus- 
band. 

Mr. McLaughlin indicated, in 
his questions to the defendant. tha< 
he believes family quarrels led tc 
Mr. Harris’ death. Mrs. Harris de- 
nied there was any trouble. She 
conceded she had lived for a time 

ipart from her husband and saic' 
she had discussed a radio given a 

girl by her husband, w-ho explained 
it was purchased for a union mem- 

ber. He was’ business agent of the 
Cafeteria and Restaurant Workers' 
Union (CIO). 

Mrs. Harris told of finding her 
pusband on his bed with his throat 
put. The 'mailman called police. 
She said the back window and the 
front door were open when she re- 

;urned from the dry cleaners with 
some clothes. 

• 

V/hattheRussians 
Are Saying of Us: 
The Moscow radio, broadcasting in 

Danish to Denmark, said: 
“The various plans for setting 

up regional customs stations, the 
realization of which threatens the 
economic independence of Euro-' 
pean countries, are an important 
link in the schemes of the United 
States monopolists who wish to 
take possession of the European 
countries’ economies. 

“The (decision) to establish a 

Nordic customs union is also 
dictated by the interests of the 
United States monopolies and by 
the attempts of the monopolies 
^o transform the Scandinavian 
'countries into a customs-free 
dumping market tor United 
States goods.” 
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Fund Bill Providing ! 

Stopgap Foreign Aid 
Is Signed by Truman 

$914,286,500 Measure 
Allots 522 Million for 

France, Italy and Austria 
By the Associated Press 

President Truman today signed 
a $914,286,500 appropriation bill 
carrying $522,000,000 emergency 
aid for France, Italy and Aus- 
tria. 

The measure, passed in the clos- 
ing hours of the special session of 
Congress last Friday, also appropri- 
ates $18,000,000 for China relief. 

| Others items in the measure in-: 
; elude: 

Government and relief of occu- 

pied areas, $340,000,000: reclamation 
piojects, $32,011,000; relief of Nava-; 
jo and Hopi Indians, $500,000; pay- 
ment of a Senator's salary for one 

year to the son and daughter of the, 
late Senator Theodore G. Bilbo., 
Democrat, of Mississippi, $12,500; i 

mileage expenses of Congress mem- 

bers traveling to the special session, 
$222,000; families of deceased House 
members, $25,000; Federal Security. 

1 orm non Cnenpitr 

istration. $40,000. and for a hospital 
at Seward, Alaska, $176,000. 

Eight Billion Aid in Year Seen. 
Meanwhile, Senator Taft. Repub- 

lican, of Ohio asserted that Ameri- 
can aid to Europe may exceed 
$8,000,000,000 in one year if the 

\ President's long-range recovery 
proposal is not trimmed by Con- 
gress. 

Senator Taft told reporters that 
if the President's request for $6,800.- 

; 000.000 for the first 15 months of 
the so-called Marshall plan is 
granted additional outlays of 
American money in Europe may 

! total $1,200,000,000 in the year be- 
ginning July 1. 

Commenting that he expects little 
of the original recovery funds to 
be spent before that date, the Ohio 
Senator said Congress must keep 
in mind the necessity of providing 
about $850,000,000 for German food. 

Bank Funds Cited. 
He said European countries at the 

same time will be able to draw 
roughly $350,000,000 in American 
money from the International Bank. 

Senator Taft, who has said that 
the President’s program involves 
too much money, noted that wholly 
apart from this calculation, the 

< See FOREIGN AID Page A~-6. J 
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Red Press Hints U. S. 
Is Shifting Troops 

By the Associated Press 

MOSCOW, Dec. 23.—The Russian 
.press intimated today that the 
United States was transferring 
troops from Italy to the American 
zones in Austria and Germany. 

(It is no secret that some offi- 
cers and men in the Mediter- 
ranean area transferred to other 
European assignments before the 
wcupation of Italy ended De- 
ember 14. Various dispatches 
rom Italy during the fall told 

of the movement. 
(The first train carrying United 

States Army personnel from the 
theater to Germany left Leghorn 
Oitober 8 with 55 officers and 100 
depe»dents. 'Five other such 
trains followed. The movement 

! was completed November 1. 
(The last American troops in 

Italy sailed from Leghorn about 
10 days ago, in accordance with 
tne ceaanne set m tne itanan 

peace treaty, and arrived in New 
York yesterday. There were 

about 1,300 officers and men in 
the contingent.) 
A Tass dispatch from Vienna said 

that according to reports from Salz- 
burg a “considerable increase” had 
been observed in United States 
forces in the American zone in 
Austria. 

CAMP KILMER. N. J.. Dec. 23 UP).' 
—Army authorities were speeding; 
the processing today of about 1.300 
soldiers, the last United States occu- 

pation troops from Italy, in an 

effort to get them home by Christ- 
mas. 

The troops arrived here last 
night after a nine-day crossing; 
from Leghorn aboard the Army- 
transport Admiral Sims. 

An Army spokesman said those 
eligible for discharge will be re- 

leased as rapidly as is practicable, 
and others will be granted leaves 
or passes so that they can spend 
the holidays with their families. 

* 
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Stassen Assails 
Anderson's List; 
Demands 'Fads' 

Asks if White House 
Aides Bought Grain 
Before U. S. Purchases 

By the Associated Press 

Harold E. Stassen today chal- 
lenged the administration to say 
whether any present and former 
officials in the "executive depart- 
ment of the White House” 
traded in commodities prior to 

big Government purchases in 

early 1947. 
Mr. Stassen also asked in a state- 

ment whether White House and 
other past and present Government 
officials made a "huge profit at the 
steep climb of prices which followed 
the governmental buying." 

Reporters who asked Presidential 
Secretary Charles G. Ross about Mr. 
Stassens statement got the reply, 
"No comment." 

Mr. Stassen. former Minnesota 
Governor and candidate for the Re- 
publican presidential nomination, 
first charged two weeks ago that “in- 
siders” in the Government had 
profited from commodity trading. 
His assertions then led to disclosure 
that Edwin W. Pauley, special as- 
sistant to Secretary of the Army 
Royal!, had been a big market spec- 
ulator. 

Two Groups Investigating. 
Mr. Pauley told a Senate commit- 

tee he went into the market before 
taking the Government post. He 
said he began getting rid of his 
market holdings after taking the job 
and has never had inside informa- 
tion on Government commodity pur- 
chasing plans. 

Since then. Congress has voted 
for publication of names of all big 
traders In commodities and two 
committees are investigating specu- 
lation. 

Mr. Stassen attacked the issuance 
yesterday by Secretary of Agricul- 
ture Anderson of the first list of 
Commodity traders asked by Con- 
gress. 

It contained 711 names. Mr. 
Stassen said it was for the purpose 
of “confusion and distraction." 

Stassen Demands Answers. 
Mr. Stassen said he did not believe 

the people will “be fooled by a 

shower of irrelevant statistics” but 
will want answers to the question 
he has asked. 

The big question that the con- 

gressional committee say they will 
look into is whether there have 
been “leaks” of inside information 
to people who could profit from it. 

The chairman of a House com- 
mittee investigating commodity trad- 
ing, Representative Andresen. Re- 
publican, of Minnesota, said he will 
call “certain traders” before his 
special committee “to explain how 
their purchases happened to occur 

just before the Government would 
enter the market." 

Senators Study List. * 

At the other end of the Capi- 
tol, Senator Knowland, Republican, 
of California said Appropriations 
Committee staff members already 
are at work studying the list Mr. 
Anderson made public yesterday. 

Those names are the first of some 
14.000 which Mr. Anderson has said 
he will make public as rapidly as 
the lists can be prepared. 

Senator Knowland said it may be 
hard to track down any cases of pos- 
sible information leaks. But he 
added “I think it is one of the 
most imprtant things" involved in 
the investigation. 

The California Senator is a mem- 
ber of the five-man appropriations 
subcommittee named to inquire into 
commodity trading after Congress 
enacted legislation last week releas- 
ing Secretary Anderson of the legal 
restrictions he said prevented him 
from publishing the list of com- 

modity traders. 
Mr. Anderson declared today ths 

first list must have been “disap- 
pointing" to a public which he said 
had been led to believe that “Gov- 
ernment insiders” figured promi- 
nently in speculative operations. , 

Has Stassen Charges in Mind. I 
The Secretary told a news con- 

ference he had in mind Mr. Stassen's 
charges that “Government insiders 
had been engaged in profiteering in 
food." 

Mr. Anderson asserted that If 
there were any Government officials 
trading in a big enough volume to 
Influence prices, their names could 
have been expected to be on the list 
he made public yesterday. 

He added that, the only public 
official on the list was Mr. Pauley. 
Mr. Pauley already had i?V> the 
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his speculative activity, asserting 
that he has been liquidating his 
holdings as rapidly as practicable. 

Secretary Anderson agreed with 
(See SPECULATION, Page A-6.) 

Train Hits Gasoline Truck; 
Three Die in Flames 

Ry Associated Press 

NORTON, Kans., Dec 23—A 
Rock Island passenger train collided 
with a gasoline transport truck at 
a grade crossing 7 miles southwest 
of here today, enveloping the Diesel 
locomotive and two cars in flames 
and killing three persons. 

Engineer Pete Modlin of Good- 
land. Kans., and Fireman John 
Campbell of Colorado Springs, Colo., 
were burned to death in the loco- 
motive. 

The truck driver, whose name was 

not learned immediately, was in- 
stantly killed. No passengers or 

other crewmen were believed seri- 
ously injured. 

In addition to the locomotive the 
baggage car and mailcar, jammed 
with Christmas packages and letters, 
caught fire and were practically 
destroyed. One steel coach also was 

slightly damaged. 
The train, the Rocky Mountain 

Rocket, was westbound out of 
Chicago. 

* 


