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The Chest Is in Jeopardy 
Impact on member agencies of campaign 

failure by the Community Chest Federa- 
tion marked yesterday’s meeting of the 

Washington Community Chest trustees. 

Spokesmen for the agencies rose, one after 
the other, to ask how they were to carry 
on in the face of budget reductions, mag- 
nified by depreciated purchasing power. 
By a vote, too close for comfort, a pro- 
posal was defeated which, if carried, would 

have contained all the implications of 

complete breakdown of the Chest in Wash- 

ington. The proposal, in effect, was to 

grant permission for agencies, by con- 

ducting separate campaigns, to make up 
the deficits they face this year by reason' 
of the failure of the united appeal. 

OUCll prupuadia die uc acaiu again, 

for they have strong support in principle 
from some of the agencies. But as the 
Community Chest is based on the idea of 

one, united appeal, the possibility of any 
or all of more than three score agencies 
supplementing the united appeal with 

Independent drives of their own is to be 
avoided. For that would mean abandon- 
ment of the Chest idea. It would establish 
a contradiction of aims resulting in chaos 
and the Chest would go under. 

Another method of making both ends 
meet in the Chest is to adopt a more 

realistic view toward what the Chest can 

afford to support and trim expenses to 

meet available income. In this connec- 

tion the formation of the Community 
Chest Federation last summer was to be 
followed by a merger of the Washington 
Chest and Council of Social Agencies; a 

merger which promised some reduction of 

overhead. Yet the merger is yet to take 
place. Committees representing the Chest 
and the Council have as yet been unable to 

agree on merger terms. Until the merger 
is effected and new, more compact ma- 

chinery set up for direction of Chest 
activities we are making no progress in 

adjusting ourselves to conditions of re- 

peated failure in money raising. 
There must be such adjustment. We 

must be able to maintain a Chest that is 
not always running in the red and which 
is based on the community’s willingness 
to give. The future of the Community 
Chest principle in Washington remains in 

Jeopardy until that is accomplished and 
tome of the lost confidence in the Chest 

Service Academy Vacancies 
The Army and Navy Departments have 

good cause to be worried over the shortage 
of qualified candidates for the Military 
Academy at West Point and the Naval 
Academy at Annapolis. It is to these 
institutions that the armed services look 

for the leaders of our regular unified de- 

fense establishment of the future. A short- 

age of cadets and midshipmen today 
means a shortage of trained young career 

officers in the uncertain years which lie 

ahead. This is at least one phase of the 
"emergency” which has led officials to dis- 
aourage resignations after graduation. 

Several factors have played a part in the 
development of the emergency. One is the 
Tact that the authorized strength of the 
cadet corps at West Point was increased 
in 1942 from 1,960 to 2,496. Another factor 

is what officials described broadly as the 
postwar apathy of the public toward mili- 
tary requirements of the country. The 

apathy has been felt in the field of re- 

cruiting of enlisted men as well is in the 
selection of candidates for the academies. 
A less important factor, but one which un- 

doubtedly has had some effect, is the com- 

petition provided by the GI educational 
program. The latter two considerations are 

in a way related. 
War service did not stimulate the inter- ! 

est in military careers which some officials 
had thought it would. Too many young 
GIs who otherwise might have become 
postwar candidates for West Point or An- 

napolis returned from active service pretty 
well "fed up” with military life. As be- 
tween an opportunity to go to one of the 
academies and a chance to obtain a col- 
lege eaucawon unaer me ui urn oi 

Rights,” most chose the latter course. GI 
education involved no military discipline 
or obligations and colleges close to home 
could be attended. Moreover, the rela- 
tively low salaries paid second lieutenants 
and ensigns, as compared to those of many 
other careers open to college graduates, 
offered little inducement. Even the high 
schools boys who did not see war service 
have been discouraged by disparaging 
comments about things military made by 
their older brothers or friends. 

All of these influences have been at 
work to reduce the number of applicants 
for vacancies at the military and naval 
academies. It is a serious problem for 
which no satisfactory solution as yet has 
been devised. The Army, the Navy and the 
Air Force frankly are confronted with a 

6tate of mind which only enlightenment 
and time are likely to change. A program 
of education as to the importance and 
advantages of a military career would help. 
Effective work has been done along this 
line in recruiting enlisted men. A review 
of standards for appointment to the 
academies would be in order. These 
standards understandably have been very 
high in the past, as regards mental as well 
as physical qualifications. Some relaxation 

t 
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probably could be effected without appre- 
ciably lowering the quality of the candi- 
dates. 

Above all, a study of the whole appoint- 
ment system would be desirable. Under 
the present system of proportional repre- 

sentation, some States, notably in the Mid- 
west and West, have few applicants for the 

vacancies allotted to their Senators and 
Representatives, whereas thickly populated 
States have many more qualified candi- 
dates than can possibly be placed by their 
legislators. This is unfair not only to the 
boys who are eager and qualified to be 

selected, but to the academies which suffer 
from student shortages. To compel quali- 
fied boys to stand aside when appoint- 
ments are going begging in some areas of 
the country does not make sense. This is 
a situation which merits earnest study by 
defense authorities and by Congress. 

New Tension Over Greece 
Operating from bases in nearby Albania, 

the Communist-led Greek guerrillas are 

fighting hard to capture besieged Konitsa. 
Their apparent objective is to make the 
place the “capital” of the newly invented 
“First Provisional Democratic Govern- 
ment of Free Greece”—a high-sounding bit 
of humbug meaning “agent of the Krem- 
lin” nr “tool of SoViet DOlicv in the 

Balkans.” 
Humbug or not, however, this rebel 

regime—whose determination to wage 
civil war is being confirmed around 
Konitsa—conceivably can stir up a danger- 
ous international situation not unlike the 
one that obtained when Generalissimo 
Franco cut loose in Spain with the sup- 

port of the Rome-Berlin Axis. What we 

have this time is a Communist revolution- 
ary force aided and comforted by three 
Soviet satellites acting only as the Kremlin 
wants them to act. If these three—Al- 
bania, Bulgaria and Yugoslavia—should 
now extend diplomatic recognition to the 
ersatz ‘‘Free Greeks,” the United Nations 
will face its most critical challenge to 
date. 

For such recognition, even if not forth- 
coming from the Kremlin itself, would 
serve as clear notice to the world of the 
Soviet Union’s resolve to do this: To 
accelerate its efforts to overthrow the 
present legitimate government of Greece 
and force the country behind the iron 
curtain as a prelude to eventual Red 
dominance over the strategically crucial 
Eastern Mediterranean and the Middle 
East. Under the Truman doctrine, the 
United States—with the overwhelming 
support of the United Nations—has under- 
taken to check that threat through a 

program of economic and military aid to 
uphold Greek independence. But if 
Moscow’s satellites rerocntop the rehels 

that will mean that the Stalin dictator- 
ship is stubbornly intent upon continuing 
and intensifying the struggle. It will 
mean, further, that our own Nation in 
particular and the U. N. in general will 
have to decide either to counter with new 
and stronger measures or take the risk of 
abandoning Greece—an abandonment that 
would be shattering to American prestige 
and to all faith in the qoncept of inter- 
national action to restrain aggression and 
preserve peace. 

It is because of this danger that our 
State Department has just warned that 
any mpve to recognize the “Free Greeks” 
would have “serious implications”—an at- 
titude shared by the British Foreign Office, 
which sees in the possibility the danger of a 
"grave deterioration in the world situation.” 
The same kind of warning has been issued 
in Salonika in a resolution unanimously 
passed by the Soviet-boycotted United 
Nations Balkan "watchdog” commission. 
In the words of the resolution, such recog- 
nition, followed by “direct or indirect aid,” 
would “constitute a threat to international 
peace and security”—a statement clearly 
implying that U. N. action of an excep- 
tionally serious nature would be called for. 

The warnings, of course, are addressed 
primarily to the Kremlin, but there is no 
assurance that they will be heeded. If 
they are ignored, if the Soviet satellites 
extend recognition, the Balkan stage will 
be set for events requiring grave decisions 
by both the United States and the United 
Nations as a whole. It would be a foolish 
thing, therefore, to minimize the crisis 
that may be in the making at Konitsa. 

The Big Plop 
That hollow sound which echoed 

through the city on Monday was not made 

by neutrino, the elusive atomic substance 
without weight which Science Writer 
Thomas R. Henry says our scientists are 

looking for these days. It was caused by 
release of Secretary Anderson’s third list 

of commodity traders—a list heralded as 

containing ninety-nine names of “public 
officials” who have been speculating in 

grain. 
If the impact on the public of the three 

lists so far issued in response to congres- 
sional demands has been something less 

than catastrophic, it is not fair to blame 

Secretary Anderson. The public's curiosity 
had been stimulated almost to the bursting 
point by charges and innuendoes flung 
around by Republican Presidential Candi- 
date Harold Stassen, Representative Au- 

gust Andresen of Minnesota and others. 
Mr. Stassen hinted that at least one off- 
shoot of the grain gambling trail led right 
to the White House. In view of President 
Truman’s caustic denunciation of com- 

modity speculators, the White House angle 
had nearly every one breathless with 

anticipation. 
11_ 

It turil5 UUL uxxau uxxcxc wao a vv***v^ 

House angle, all right, but there were no 

Trumans, no presidential advisers, no sec- 

retaries on the list. Only the name of the 
President’s physician, Brigadier General 
W. H. Graham. He was listed as a “small 
trader” who dropped his holdings like a 

hot potato two days after Mr. Truman de- 
nounced “gambling In food” last October. 
General Graham says he did not even 

know he held any grain until he checked 
with his broker after the President’s radio 
speech. In fairness to the general it 
should be pointed out that it is perfectly 
legal to speculate in commodities. He 
acted properly in closing his account, in 
view of his assignment to the White House. 

The only other “big” names disclosed on 
the previous lists were those of Edwin W. 
Pauley, a special assistant to Army Secre- 
tary Royall, and Ralph K. Davies, former 
deputy petroleum administrator for war. 
Mr. Pauley was in the market before Sec- 
retary Royall made him an assistant and 

i; 

has been liquidating his holdings. Mr. 
Davies was not on the public pay roll at 
the time of the revealed tradings. 

Not that Monday’s list did not have 
a relatively big trader or two. The two 

biggest were Policeman Daniel P. Gilbert 
of Chicago, who held forty thousand 
bushels long and twenty thousand short 
on September 17 last, and Ensign John E. 

Turner, a Naval Reserve officer in Palm 
Beach, Florida, who bought forty thousand 
bushels and sold thirty thousand on Sep- 
tember 19. 

Perhaps some really explosive sensa- 

tions are yet to come. They will have to 
be pretty big, however, to impress a lot of 
people after the letdowns they have had 
to date. 

Arlington's School Dilemma 
The most regrettable aspect of the 

Arlington School Board fight is the crip- 
pling effect which the litigation to test 
the legality of an elected school board 
will have on the functioning of the school 
system. 

The agreement which has been worked 
out at the suggestion of Circuit Judge J. 
Garland Jefferson, who has the case under 
advisement, will serve temporarily to 
bridge over this difficulty. Under its 
terms it will be possible to pay salaries 
of teachers and similar expenses, and the 
members of both old and new boards will 
have access to records. But it is difficult 
to see how anything can be done under 
this stopgap arrangement with respect to 
such important matters as the preparation 
of the new school budget and the pre- 
liminary steps necessary to getting started 
with construction of the new schools for 
which a bond issue was approved last 
spring. 

Judge Jefferson’s decision is expected 
within a few days. But if the losing party 
takes an appeal, as appears virtyally cer- 

tain, it will be months before the author- 
itative ruling of the Virginia Supreme 
Court can be handed down. 

In the hope of mitigating the injury to 
the school system during this waiting 
period, a new proposal for bridging over 
the gap between the two boards has been 
suggested. Under this plan the members 
of the old board who sought re-election 
and were defeated would resign. Their 
places would be filled by appointment of 
members of the elected board. If this 
could be worked out the constitutional 
question raised in the suit could be 
carried to a final decision, and, meanwhile, 
a functioning school board would be in 

Whether any or all of the members of 
the old board would accept such an 

arrangement Is an open question. But if 
it could be worked out there is much to 
recommend such a solution, Including the 
fact that it would be consistent with the 
plainly recorded wishes of the voters of 
Arlington. 

As the Russians claim to have Invented 
the electric light, radio, et cetera, it is 
understood any A-bomb the Red chum 
finally puts together is retroactive as of 
before Hiroshima. 

Great anxiety attended the moving of 
the 200-inch telescopic mirror to Mount 
Palomar, as breaking one like that would 
have meant seven light years of bad luck. 

Lt. Mountbatten’s sailor pay is upped by 
marriage to $52.43 a week. Even so, if it’s 
real dough he’s after he might better sign 
aboard a whaler. 

This and That 
By Charles E. Tracewell 

"ALEXANDRIA, Va. 
“Dear Sir: 

“I was delighted a few days ago when you 
called the buzzard a wonderful bird. 

“They are much maligned. 
"People say they won't eat anything but 

carrion and that they are vicious. I know 
better. 

"When my husband and I were stationed in 
Panama we lived at the foot of a hill which 
was covered with tall trees during the rainy 
season. 

une bunaay we were on the back porch 
when we saw a movement at the edge of the 
grass. To satisfy my curiosity, my husband 
went out to Investigate. 

"It was a half-starved baby buzzard. We 
fed It I don’t remember what. And put It 
In the crotch of a cashew tree. 

* * * • 

“I carried it food for a couple of days. But 
one morning Clarence, for that waa what I\ 
named it, was waiting at the back door when 
I got up. 

“I was a little worried, as I fed a number of 
stray cats, and I didn’t know Just how they 
would feel about a buzzard. But not one of 
them bothered it at that time. 

"Clarence would eat anything, but, oh, how 
he loved rib roast bones! He would flap his 
wings and hiss in excitement. 

"Once he disappeared, and I thought he was 
gone for good. But in four or five months he 
was back. 

"This time one of the cats resented his 
appearance and jumped him. He settled 
that, and she never did it again. 

"Clarence was no beauty. But I think he 
had a pretty fine character. He ate with the 
cats and never pushed or shoved. And with 
the exception of the time he returned they 
were the best of friends. 

"It was peculiar to see him snoozing with a 
cat lying against him. 

“At times he would hover over our car as we 
drove along. And he usually flew down to greet 
us when we returned home. 

“I have read your column since we have 
been stationed here. I love all birds and ani- 
mals. Therefore your column is one of the 
first things I turn to in The Evening Star. 

"Sincerely yours, A. A. M.” 
• • • • 

Brothers under the feathers of this Clarence, 
the Panamanian buzzard, may be seen any day 
floating over Rock Creek Valley. 

The best place, perhaps, to watch them, is 
from the Calvert Street Bridge. 

Prom this vantage point their graceful glid- 
ing may be observed easily and pleasantly. 

It will always be a mystery to the watcher 
how they do it. 

They seem to make no movement, yet go on 
and on. 

The secret, of course, lies in the birds’ 
marvelous'use of air currents, Just as human 
gliders do. 

Though these vultures have no conscious 
knowledge, nature has seen lit to give each 
one a sort of book in its brain. 

Let no human observer sneer at this un- 
written book. 

It is very old, and holds the secret of the 
ages 
It tells the birds, ugly but graceful, Just how 

to tilt the wingp, just when to raise the head, 
and so on. 

No doubt thermodynamics explains it, but 
the mystery is still there, Just how these big 
fellows manage it so well. 

Capable, marvelous birds they are, and may 
be seen any day, a free show, from the point 
named, or atop a certain white building Just 
north of the Connecticut avenue entrance to 
the Zoo, or sometimes on the tall chimneys 
of the old John Hays Hammond house to the 
right of the Taft Bridge. 

A Philatelic Drama 
How an Erroneous Postage Stamp Was Used to Turn 

Congress Against Nicaragua Canal Project 
By James Waldo Fawcett 

The Panama Canal, now again in the news spicuously niarked; and the New York Sun 
because of difficulties with the National published a series of volcano editorials and 
Assembly of the Republic of Panama, came very articles based largely upon data furnished by 
near to being constructed across Nicaragua. Bunau-Varilla. That was a disastrous month 
What changed the 
original plan was 

nothing more than a 

postage stamp—whose 
design was not strictly 
accurate. 

Old, time-stained flies 
of The Star for almost 
half a century ago tell 
the story. President 
McKinley, under an 

act passed by Congress 
on March 3, 1899, was 

authorized to appoint a 

committee to investi- 
gate the possibilities of 
starting a new canal 

for Nicaragua. On May 
14, 1902, only a few 
days' after the Mar- 
tinique catastrophe, the 
newspapers published 
accounts of an erup- 
tion of Momotombo 
accompanied by an 

earthquake that de- 
stroyed a railroad 
wharf on Lake Mana- 
gua. President Zelaya 
of Nicaragua hastily 
cabled a denial of the 

| report to his Minister 
I in Washington, who 
| Issued a statement Im- 

through the isthmus of An Artist Paint 
Central America or taking over the work in 
Panama abandoned by the French. Rear Ad- 
miral John G. Walker headed the inquiry. In 
the company of a carefully chosen group of 

experts, he journeyed to Europe and then to 

both Panama and Nicaragua. Everywhere the 

party went its members were received as 

honored guests, provided with vast quantities of 

data, invited to ask any question they might 
care to have answered. They came home stuffed 
with knowledge about waterways of every sort— 
and on November 16, 1B01, the commission re- 

ported in favor of the Nicaragua route. 

Commission’s Attitude Altered. 
But Admiral Walker and his colleagues did not 

reckon with Philippe Jean Bunau-Varilla. This 

"sly Intriguer” was a native of France who 
already had played a considerable role in 
Panama, first as an engineer and subsequently 
as an agent of the French investors in the 
canal project. He arrived in Washington in 
the autumn of 1901 determined to persuade the 
Government of the United States to buy out 
the bankrupt French company. The price he 
demanded at the commencement of the 
negotiations was $109,000,000. At the psycho- 
logical moment, he "threw $69,000,000 out the 
window.” This prompted Admiral Walker and 
his associates to change their minds. On 
January 18, 1902, they recommended the 
Panama route. 

T a roe* mainrit.iAc In both hranr.hes of Con- 

gress, however, favored the Nicaraguan alter- 
native. Bunau-Varilla set himself the task of 
“converting” these critics of his scheme. He 
wrote letters, he published pamphlets, he 
button-holed Individual Senators and Repre- 
sentatives. But he accomplished little—until 
on May 8, 1902, Mont Pelee In the far-distant 
Island of Martinique erupted, destroying the 
city of Saint-Pierre and causing the death of 

approximately 40,000 people. The disaster 
created a profound impression everywhere. To 
Bunau-Varilla it was a benefaction. Says 
Gerstle Mack in "The Land Divided”: "Panama 
partisans had contrasted the complete absence 
of volcanoes and the rare occurrence and 
relative mildness of earthquakes in the isthmus 
region with the existence of numerous vol- 
canoes and frequent severe earthquakes In 
Nicaragua.” But “of the 14 or 15 isolated vol- 
canic peaks In Nicaragua only a few have 
shown signs of activity since the Spanish con- 

quest, and all but one of these are fairly remote 
from the proposed canal line. • • • Naturally 
Nicaragua enthusiasts denied the existence of 
danger to the canal from earthquake or lava 
flows. In 1891 the directors of the Nicaragua 
Canal Construction Co. had Insisted that 
'liability of damage * • * from volcanic action 
may be dismissed as too remote for considera- 
tion.’ * * • In 1899 the presumably impartial 
first Walker commission reported the Nicaragua 
canal region ‘practically exempt from any 
seismic Influences of sufficient force to cause 

destruction or danger to any part of the canal 
route.’ 

Volcani* Disturbances in Politics. 
Nonetheless, Mr. Mack continues: “The erup- 

tion of Mont Pelee made Congress as well as 

the American public acutely volcano-conscious 
and so played directly Into the hands of Bunau- 
Varilla. • * • He sent a copy of his ‘Panama or 

Nicaragua?’ pamphlet to every Senator; Hanna 
called the Senate’s attention to a map of 
Central America with the active craters con- 

ea in trie smoke plying that no Nicara- 
guan volcano had shown signs of dangerous 
activity since the Cosegulna explosion in 1835. 
The official denial, widely circulated * * * pro- 
duced a reaction in favor of Nicaragua; the 

press, with the exception of the New York Sun 

and a few other journals, began to pooh-pooh 
the eruption hazard; jpid The Star printed a 

cartoon representing Mark Hanna, coached by 
a French painter (Bunau-Varilla), industri- 
ously daubing imaginary volcanoes on a map. 

"The public laughed, but Bunau-Varilla had 
another card up his sleeve. He remembered 
that in 1900 Nicaragua had issued a beautiful 
series of postage stamps portraying Momotombo 
in full eruption, with the lake and railroad 
wharf in the foreground. To refute the 
assertion that Nicaraguan volcanoes were no 

longer active he needed official counter- 
evidence emanating from Nicaragua itself; and 
what could be more official than a postage 
stamp?” i 

Of course, it did not matter that the plume 
of smoke arising from the mountain had been 
added to the drawing for the stamp by an 

imaginative artist in New York and that Mount 
Momotombo actually had been quiescent for 

ages. 
Bunau-vaniia s riot succeeds. 

Mr. Mack explains that Bunau-Varilla 
"scoured Washington for the incriminating 
stamps, purchased 90 from various dealers, and 
sent one to each Senator on June 16, three 
days before the vote on the Spooner amend- 
ment,” rejecting the Nicaragua plan and 

accepting the Panama project. "Later he pro- 
cured more stamps in New York and distributed 
them among wavering members of the House. 
• • • Thus with Hanna orating'in the Senate, 
with Cromwell pulling strings behind the 
scenes, and with Bunau-Varilla cajoling, 
pamphleteering, and gleefully turning Nicara- 
guan stamps into testimonials for Panama, the 

Spooner amendment was laboriously forced 

through Congress. Its passage was one of the 
most notorious—and successful—examples of 

lobbying on record.” 

Taking part in the debate in collaboration 
with Senator Marcus Alonzo Hanna of Ohio was 

Senator Shelby Moore Cullom of Illinois. Both 

argued that the "doctored” picture on the 

stamp was authentic and that Nicaragua was 

"volcano country.” They were opposed by 
Senator John Tyler Morgan, "father” of the 
Nicaragua plan, and Senator William Andrews 
Clark of Montana, whose final challenge was: 

"There are extinct volcanoes in Montana, Idaho 
and other Western States. In Washington and 

Oregon there are some that show signs of 
animation. Should all neighboring enterprises 
be suspended and cities stop building in terror 
of them?” 

The Spooner amendment was passed by a 

margin of only four votes. But Bunau-Varilla 
had won his fight. He hurried to Panama City 
and there on November 3, 1903, promoted the 
revolution which resulted in a degree of in- 
dependence which the United States recognized 
three days afterward. Then he returned to 
Washington as Panama’s Ambassador and on 

November 18 signed a treaty with Secretary of 
State John Hay which legalized the arrange- 
ments he had perfected. 

Stamp collectors still collect the Nicaraguan 
stamps with the fake volcano on them. A full 
set is worth quite a lot of money. 

Letters to The Star 
History of Frankfurt Reviewed 

‘To tho Editor ol The Star: 

In the Interesting story in The Sunday Star 
for December 21 regarding the prospective 
choice of Frankfurt as the capital of Western 
Germany, the author enumerated three factors 
as being responsible for its selection: (1) It was 

the scene 1 of the first attempt to establish a 

democratic government in Germany (1848); 
(2) it was a great financial center, the home of 
the House of Rothschild and of other renowned 
banking families; and (3) it was the birthplace, 
in 1749, of the poet and philosopher, Johann 
Wolfgang Goethe. 

But there is a fourth reason, also historical 
and equally significant, for the designation of 
Frankfort as the western German capital. For 

centuries it served as the place of election of 
the German kings and the Holy Roman em- 

perors. It was in this ancient city on the river 
Main that some of the great figures in German 

Imperial history were elevated to the throne 
of the Caesars—if we wish to believe in the 

pretty fiction that the Holy Roman emperors 
were actually the successors to the ancient 
Roman emperors. At various times it has served 
as a nominal German capital. 

Archeological investigations reveal that 
Frankfurt is on the site of a Roman settlement 

dating from the first Christian century. Its 

documentary history dates from 793, when 
Charlemagne spent the winter there. His son, 
Emperor Ludwig the Pious, occasionally used it 
cuo luo 

Frankfurt’s real Importance dates from the 
time of the Hohenstaufen dynasty when many 
brilliant diets (parliaments) were held within 
its storied walls. In 1147 the first election of a 

German king took place there. During the 
later generations it increased in commercial 
and political importance and developed into a, 
free imperial city, acknowledging only the em- 

perors as its immediate overlords. In 1356 
under the terms of Emperor Karl IV’s famous 
Golden Bull, Frankfurt was appointed the seat 
of the imperial elections. Henceforth, until the 
Empire’s dissolution in 1806, 17 of the 22 later 
Holy Roman emperors were chosen in that city. 
In his autobiography Goethe brilliantly 
described the coronation at Frankfort in 1764 
of the future Emperor Joseph n as King of the 
Romans, the title borne by the heirs to the 

Imperial throne. 
During the Reformation Frankfurt was one 

of the leading Protestant centers. It suffered 
in the Thirty Years’ War (1618-48), had to pay 
heavy fines to the French in 1792 and 1796, 
lost its independence in 1806 on the formation 
of the Confederation of the Rhine, was created 
the capital of the Grand Duchy of Frankfurt in 
1810, and again became a free city on the over- 

throw of Napoleon in 1815. It was declared the 
seat of the German Confederation in 1816, and 
became a member of the Zollverein (Customs 
Union) In 1836. Thirty years later it made the 
mistake of Joining Austria in the war with 
Prussia, with the result that its territories 

formally were annexed to the latter kingdom 
and It was mads a part of the Province of 
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Hessen-Nassau. It so remained until the late 
war, when It was Included within the boundaries 
of the state of Hessen In the American zone of 
Germany. 

Frankfurt, still an Important city In'spite of 
the destruction wrought In 1944, has a great 
history. It Is fitting that It should be elevated 
to the rank of capital of Western Germany. 

MILTON RUBINCAM, 
President, Pennsylvania Historical Junto. 

Appreciation for Kiwanis 
To She Editor of Tho Star: 

Will you allow me, through your forum, to 
publicly thank the Kiwanis Club for the won- 

derful party it gave the physically handicapped 
children of Washington at the Roosevelt High 
School auditorium December 20? 

The.Kiwanians did everything possible to 
give these children a truly memorable after- 
noon.. Transportation was provided, gifts the 
children had asked for were given them In 
addition to boxes of candy and fruit. Enter- 
tainment also was furnished to delight the 
hearts of the children. 

As the mother of a youngster who attended 
thp party, I want to thank the Kiwanis Club 
and to wish each member and his family a 

very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 
HANNAH STONE BARGTEIL. 

Complains About Delay 
To thf Editor of The St»r: 

What is the use of having a Committee on 
Un-American Activities when the information 
it submits to the Department of Justice always 
is ignored by Attorney General Clark? 

The committee recommended deportation of 
Gerhard Eisler. Next we saw Jn the papers 
that Immigration wanted to study the Eisler 
file. Next we see that Eisler made a talk to 
college studerits. How long will we allow this 
international Communist free speech and all 
the privileges of an American taxpayer? I 
dislikfe paying taxes to maintain'Government 
departments that do not function. 

EDNA HOISINGTON 

Perhaps It Is Its Own Editorial 
To ths Editor of The Star: 

* 

I have been a reader of your paper for 22 
years. There isn’t a streak of "yellow” journalism 
in any part of The Star. I enjoy your cultivated 
editorials. They are unbiased and you always 
defend the policy that right is might. 

Why not an editorial about the Ninth street 
and New York avenue tragedy? Is it so shock- 
ing that you can’t get yourself together to write 
about It? JOSEPH H. GERMONE. 
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Stars, Men and Atoms 

Cancers in Plants Found 
Like Growths in Humans 

Bacteria Spreads So-Galled ‘Crown 
Galls’; Discovery May Aid Research 

By Thomas R. Henry 
CHICAGO, Dec. 81.—Plant*, like animals, 

have "cancers.” 
These growths, the so-called "crown galls," 

are unorganized proliferations of cells, Just like 
malignant tumors in humans, but they can be 
spread from plant to plant by bacteria. No 
such phenomenon has yet been found in 
animals. 

Drs. A. J. Riker and John E. Thomas of the 
University of Wisconsin infected 8,000 plants 
with weakened preparations of these bacteria. 
This resulted in smallf relatively benign 
growths. They then treated the specimens with 
some of the recently developed plant growth 
hormones. The galls at once developed into 
large, distorted, cancerous growths. 

Bear on Human Problems. 
These experiments were reported to the 

American Association for the Advancement of 
Science here today as possibly having some 

bearing on the human cancer problem. The 
striking malignant change was brought about 
not by any change in the cells themselves but 
by growth substances within the plant body. 

A new plant fungicide derived from a soil 
mold and quite similar to streptomycin was 

described by two other University of Wisconsin 
scientists, Drs. Curt Leben and G. W. Keitt. 
When sprayed on apple trees and tomato vines 
it protects them from fungus diseases, is harm- 
less to the plants themselves, and is not easily 
washed off by rain. There is a definite 
possibility, it was stated, that the discovery 
has opened up an entirely new class of plant 
nrotectors. 

Changing black mice Into white mice, by an 

experiment which was probably the first in 
history to demonstrate the validity of the 
evolutionary theory of Charles Darwin, was 

reported by Dr. H. D. Goodale of the Mt. Hope 
Farm, Williamstown, Mass. 

Theory Found Inadequate. 
When he propounded the evolutionary theory 

Darwin maintained that new species of plants 
and animals arose purely by selection. Some 
individual would possess some hereditary 
quality which made the struggle for existence 
a little easier. With a better chance for survival 
It was easier for the individual with this quality 
to pass it on to progeny. 

This theory has long since been found, for 
the most part, Inadequate, and more effective 
evolutionary mechanisms through definite 
alterations of the germ cells have been dis- 
covered. 

Dr. Goodale, however, started 16 years ago 
with a single black mouse with 12 white hairs 
on his head. He was mated to four hundred 
females without any white hairs. 8ince then 
40 generations have gone by. Approximately 
600 males and 3,000 females of this line have 
been mated. From generation to generation 
the degree of whiteness has increased. Now 
some of the descendants are 40 per cent white. 

Questions and Answers 
By THE HASKIN SERVICE. 

A reader can get the answer to any question 
of fact by writing The Evening Star Information 
Bureau, 316 I street N.E., Washington 3. D. C. 
Please Inclose 3 cents for return postage. 

By THE HASKIN SERVICE. 
Q. Did the Newfoundland dog originate In 

Newfoundland?—O. W. I. 
a. Aiiuugu wicio u ouuio uvuut wuuwuuig 

the origin of the Newfoundland, it la generally 
believed to have developed from ancestor* 
taken to the colony as shlpe’ dogs. 

Q. How many diseases could be used In 
waging bacterial warfare?—E. McK. 

A. From a recent study It appears that 33 
diseases of man. plants and animals could be 
used for this purpose. 

Q. What European countries have had' the 
largest Increases In birth rates since the end 
of the war?—W. L. D. 

A. From 1945 to 1946 the countries with the 
largest percentages of increase In the birth 
rate were the Netherlands, France, Italy, 
Rumania and Scotland, in that order. Switzer- 
land and Sweden, neither of which participated 
In the war, were the only two countries to show 
declines. 

Q. what are some pieces of furniture which 
are purely American?—B. G. D. 

A. The butterfly table, the comb-backed 
Windsor chair, and the rocking chair origi- 
nated In America. 

Q. How may eggs should be eaten per day 
In a well-balanced diet?—F. A. 

A. One egg a day a person is the allow- 
ance for an abundant diet. 

Q. What Is the text of the "Freedom Pledge ?- 
—L. B. W. 

A. The following Is the "Freedom Pledge” of 
the American Heritage Foundation: "I am 
an American. A free American. Free to speak 
—without fear. Free to worship God In my 
own way. Free to stand for what I think right. 
Free to oppose what I believe wrong. Free 
to choose those who govern my country. This 
heritage of freedom I pledge to uphold, for 
myself and all mankind." 

A 11/ At* a man n 11 nmarl ai«_ 

planes during the war?—L. 8. 
A. TTie Department of the Air Force says 

that no member of the Air Force may fly an 

airplane unless he holds an aeronautical rating 
as a pilot. Theoretically, an enlisted pilot, 
under the training program could test-fly an 
airplane, but only an enlisted man with a 
pilot’s rating. Enlisted men could fly planes 
during the war only when they held aero- 

nautical ratings as pilots. 

Q. Can a Chinese become a citizen of the 
United States?—P. D. C. 

A. Under the Act of December 17, 1943, 
Chinese were made eligible for naturalization 
in the United States. 

Q. What is meant by a "TVA” on the Rhone 
River in France?—D. C. N. 

A. A huge development corporation plana 
20 hydroelectric plants and a system of locks 
making the Rhone navigable from the Mediter- 
ranean Sea to Geneva. Preliminary work was 

begun In 1937. Although interrupted by the 
war, work has been resumed and the first in- 
stallation at Genlssiat will be completed in 
January, 1948. 

Patterns 
Under an ice-blue winter sky with fine 

mares’ tails of cirrus cloud 
The freighter plunges east between At- 

lantic swell and swell, 
Suspended above blue water flecked with 

tattered skeins of foam, 
Meridians clocked to engine drum and 

silver chime of bell. 

Swift bleating gulls with fabulously white 
wings of fire 

Cavort between the rocking mast and 
pewter wintry tun, 

Their shadows fleet upon the deck and 
gonel and here again, 

Between the ship and silver wash of 
wake the ship has spun. 

Clouds, foam and arch of gulls; most 
transient and lovely things 

Caught only for brief instant by the 
eye in lucid air, 

Yet all are parts of ageless frieze, blue- 
white and silver-blue, 

That will like time itself be always there, 
be always there. 

FREDERICK EBRIGHT. 
* /<• 


