
Probe of Speculation 
In Grain Proves Only 
Campaign Has Begun 

Republicans Scored 

By Showing OPA Death 
Didn't Skyrocket Prices 

By David Lawrence 
The country Is being treated to a 

piece of political Jockeying which 
Indicates that the presidential cam- 

paign of 1948 has already started. 
For It Isn’t because there Is any- 
thing wrong In speculating In com- 

modity markets that caused the 
Republicans to force the exposure 
of the names of speculators. Actu- 
ally the Republicans are not a bit 
concerned about the fact that the 
President’s physician or any partic- 
ular Individual traded in grain. 

What the Republicans are really 
trying to do Is to hand the Demo- 
cratic administration a d06e of the 
same kind of medicine which the 
Truman supporters have endeavored 
to force on the Republicans for the 
past several months by accusing the 
Republicans of responsibility for 
high prices and the rising cost of 
living generally. 

Everybody knows that the Repub- 
licans aren’t any more responsible 
for the scarcity of wheat than are 

the Democrats. Everybody who 
cares to get at the facts knows that 
farm prices have been rising all over 

the world and that the administra- 
tion has not wanted to hold down 
farm prices, because it was politi- 
cally unpopular to do so. 

Bitterly resenting the Truman 
charges that the repeal of OPA sent 
upward the cost of living, the Re- 
publicans seized on the President's 
remark about grain speculators and 

i demanded to know whether insid- 
ers In the Government were specu- 
lating. As usual In politics, some 
one blundered and In the end what 
should never have been a mystery 

| became a subject of wide curiosity, 
with Implications that something 
wrong had occurred. 

Denunciation Was General. 
When Mr. Truman denounced 

-peculators, he, of course, did not 
have any individuals In mind and 
probably didn’t think any one would 
want to check to see whether the 
speculators included Government 
officials or persons close to the ad- 
ministration. In denouncing specu- 
lators, the President naturally of- 
fended many persons who trade in 
grain as a regular business. Out of 
the vast number of individuals in- 
volved, doubtless the spirit of re- 
sentment led to whispers among 
brokers about persons inside the 
Government also engaged in trad- 
ing. Word of this undoubtedly got 
to Republican sources. Among these 
was former Gov. Stassen, who didn’t 
hesitate to demand that the persons 
.nside the Government be exposed. 

The White House and the admin- 
istration would have been well ad- 
vised to have made public of its own 
initiative several weeks ago the 
names of all persons it knew about 
who have any connection with the 
Government and were trading in 
commodities, and to have requested 
them and all others in the Govern- 
ment service to refrain thereafter 
from speculating in grain. This 
move would have made less impor- 
tant the subsequent action of con- 

gressional committees in pressing 
for names that were at first with- 
held and finally disclosed only after 
a resolution was put through both 
houses—much to the surprise of 
those who thought the blocking of 
such a resolution in the closing days 
of the special session would see the 
end of the matter. 

Weakens Campaign Argument. 
The smear on the administration 

isn’t likely to be of lasting duration 
as such, but it certainly weakens 
the Democratic campaign argument 
that high prices for food are the re- 

sponsibility of the Republicans for 
helping to kill OP A. The Republi- 
cans will .answer that one by crying 
out that speculation by the Govern- 
ment itself, especially in the way it 
bought wheat, forced prices upward 
so that insiders in the Government 
and a large number of people out- 
side recognized the Government 
tactics as likely to bring higher 
ana nigner prices. 

What the episode does is to mud- 
dy the waters in the political argu- 
ment over responsibility for high 
prices. It doesn't make out the 
President’s physician or any one else 
a« guilty of any wrongdoing. For 
the chances are a thousand to one 

that nobody In the list got any tip 
from inside the Agriculture Depart- 
ment. As a matter of fact, the con- 

tinued publication of crop data and 
facts about European needs and the 
publicity given to the Marshall plan 
told the speculators that wheat 
would become more and more scarce 

—which, it seems, does have some- 

thing to do with rising prices. 
(Reproduction Rights Reserved.) 

This Changing World 
Mihai’s Abdication Seen as Step in Drive 

To Rid Satellites of Non-Communists 
By Constantine Brown 

The abdication of King Mihai of 
Romania did not surprise official 
quarters in Washington. 

When the young Romanian mon- 
arch was allowed 
to attend Prin- 
cess Elizabeth’s 
wedding in Lon- 
don there was 
much official 
speculation that 
Mihai would not 
return to Bu- 
tuai cow. 

It was known 
from dispatches 
received from 
western diplo- 
mats in the Ro- 
manian capital 
that Russia had 
had enough and Constantin* Brown, 

ordered the Romanian government 
to get rid of the last monarch of 
countries behind the iron curtain. 

Prime Minister Gorza is said to 
have mildly suggested that the King 
be allowed to remain for some time 
since he was popular with the peo- 
ple and the Premier was afraid of 
some repercussions in the country 
which might require use of armed 
forces. 

MVD Backs Anna Pauker. 
The weakness of Mr. Gorza 

prompted the Politbureau in Mos- 
cow to order the appointment of 
Anna Pauker, a dyed-in-the-wool 
and Moscow-trained Communist, as 

minister of foreign affairs. She 
actually is the principal figure in 
the Romanian cabinet and is re- 

sponsible directly only to Moscow. 
Backed by a strong Russian MVD 
and an equally ruthless Romanian 
secret police trained by the MVD, 
she has full power to do anything 
sne pieases. 

According to diplomatic reports 
from Bucharest, Mihai was allowed 
to go to London on express orders 
from the Kremlin. It had been de- 
cided that he would be requested to 
remain abroad. 

The question of his marriage to 
a Danish princess came up, usefully. 
The Romanian government turned 
down his request "for economy rea- 

sons.” It considers this an excel- 
lent reason to get rid of the nominal 
sovereign and put his "selfishness” 
as an excuse before the Romanian 
people. 

Noises of Discontent Heard. 
The cabinet convinced Mrs. 

Pauker and through her the Moscow 
masters that, little as public opinion 

Is considered in Romania, it prob- 
ably would be much wiser to ease 

King Mihai out on a marital basis 
than use the same methods as were 
used in the case of the boy King 
Simeon of Bulgaria, who barely 
escaped with his life. 

In spite of the strong hold which 
the secret police and Soviet military 
forces have on Romania, there are 

louder noises of discontent and re- 

bellion in that country and other 
satellite states than two years ago. 

Moscow agreed that Mihai be al- 
lowed to return to Bucharest, have 
a "frank” discussion with the gov- 
ernment and then be compelled to 
abdicate "on his own volition.” 

Hasn't Felt Secure. 
Th» Romanian King never felt 

secure on his throne after the Rus- 
sians entered his country. Early in 
1946 Queen Helen, Mihai’s mother, 
asked the American military repre- 
sentative in Bucharest, Gen. Van 
Courtland Schuyler, to give her and 
her son shelter in the mission’s 
quarters. Mlhal had received in- 
formation from his friends that the 
Communists backed by the Russians 
were planning to assassinate the 
residents of the royal palace. 

Her appeal to Gen. Schuyler 
leaked out, and the fact that 
America was nominally at least in 
control of Romania in accordance 
with the armistice terms prevented 
the plan from going in effect. 

Later Mihai played along the 
best he could with the Soviet mili- 
tary rulers and the puppet govern- 
ment they compelled him to accept 
after the deputy foreign minister 
of the U. S. S. R„ Andrei Vishinsky, 
pounded his desk in the royal palace 
and gave him a two-hour ultimatum 
to accept Petru Gorza as his 
Premier. 

Russians Feared Underground. 
But it had been Increasingly evi- 

dent, especially to American diplo- 
mats in Bucharest, that Mihal’s 
days as a sovereign were numbered 
and that Russia soon would dispose 
of him. So long as Romania had 
a non-Commur.ist even as a puppet 
at the head of the realm there 
always was danger of underground 
opposition to Moscow's plans. 

The only remaining non-Commu- 
nist In a satellite country is Presi- 
dent Edouard Benes of Czechoslo- 
vakia. According to reports he is 
ill and a virtual prisoner in his 
own residence in Prague. But he, 
too, is expected to be relieved of 
his nominal powers in a short time. 

Campaign Dramatics 
Wallace Will Ignore Machinery 
Of Politics; Reds Out to Run Show 

By Doris Fleeson 
Henry Wallace, who lacks political 

acumen and is bored by the me- 

chanics of practical politics, will 
nonetheless be able to stage an 

exciting cam- 

paign for the 
presidency. 

M r. Wallace 
himself will be 
content to make 
the speeches, 
dramatize the 
issue of peace 
versus war and 
stir, he hopes, 
4-1_UUni mir. 

rents of Amer- 
ican idealism, 
especially among 
the young. He 
is and has al- 
ways been utter- 00141 

ly disinterested in organization, 
planning and stratagems, usually 
refusing even to discuss them. 

That vacuum is where the tireless, 
zealous core of Communists among 
the Wallace following will rush in. 

Not all Wallace supporters are 

Communists. But any one who has 
worked lately in unions or political 
movements knows that the disci- 
plined Communist minority will take 
over unless sturdily opposed. In the 
Wallace camp there is no right 
wing, only liberals who appear to 
regard communism as Just another 
radical philosophy. 

I v nauiis w,ww. 

The Progressive Citizens of Amer- 
ica which drafted Mr. Wallace claims 
40,000 members. They are chiefly 
among creative, intellectual, profes- 
sional groups. PCA’s principal lead- 
ers, C. B. (Beanie) Baldwin, Elmer 
Benson and Robert Kenny, had 
their small successes In politics when 
a Roosevelt gave the liberal cause 
not only purpose but astute political 
management. None has since dis- 
played any quality which would In- 
dicate he could become the strong 
man of a national campaign. 

It is a setup ideally suited to the 
Communist technique. 

What PCA's gifted members from 
Hollywood and New York can 

furnish the Wallace campaign is 
fanfare. They are experts in ar- 

ranging spectacles and spotlights. 
Their political meetings are not 
just places where a tired man in a 
business suit makes a speech but 
have a carefully written continuity 
in which singers and actors put 
the audience in a receptive frame 
of mind. 

Mr. Wallace’s people confidently 
expect great crowds. His previous 
receptions on college campuses have 

[encouraged them to hope that he 
'will have a great appeal to >oung 
people. They have heard that the 
Townsend movement is Inclining 
his way because of its disillusion- 
ment with the two major parties. 
They will welcome isolationists. 

Claim Millions From Labor. 

Their official prediction is for a 

million members of left-wing labor. 
The unions they say will withdraw 
from CIO-PAC to join them in- 
clude the Pur Workers, United 
Electrical Workers; Mine, Mill and 
Smelter Workers; Packing House 
Union, American Communications, 
National Maritime International 
Longshoremen: Food, Tobacco and 
Agriculture Workers. (CIO’s answer 
is “Oh Yeah?”) 

They also think that Senator 
Glenn Taylor of Idaho will go for 
Vice President with a little more 

urging. Bob Kenny, the rotund 
Californian and ex-State Attorney 
General who defended the Holly- 
wood witnesses cited by the Un- 
American Activities Committee, is 
in the lead for campaign manager. 

Mr. Wallace so far has ducked 
the American Communist issue 
Like the man in the play who 
wouldn’t pay his income tax, he 
doesn't believe in it. 

On the Record 
Challenge to Western Civilization 
Must Be Met by America in 1948 

By Dorothy Thompson 
"It is not the strength but the 

duration of great sentiments 
that makes a great man." 

—Nietzsche. 

The year 1948 will be the year of 
decision for western civilization. 
The decision rests with the United 
States. 
It will be more 

critical than 
any war year. 
Gauging the 
forces at any 
time after Pearl 
Harbor, there 
could be no 

doubt about the 
war’s outcome. 
The nations op- 
posing me on 

mans and Jap- 
anese were 

united within 
themselves and 
between them- 
selves. The Will Dorothy Thompion. 

to victory was indomitable. From 
the time Neville Chamberlain, ar- 

chitect of appeasement, had ad- 
mitted reluctantly, “If I should 
think one nation wished to domi- 
nate the w'orld I should think it 
should be stopped,” almost every 
one felt the same way. We could 
not have a Hitler world—we could 
not endure that—and we stopped it. 

Perversity of War. 
The result was not what we fore- 

saw or wished for. War is often 
“like an elephant who takes its 
rider not where he wishes to go but 
where the elephant wishes to go.” 
The most uncivilized of occupations 
is also uncivilizing. We were fight- 
ing a revolution in Europe; revolu- 
tion is, itself, war. Yet there were 

those who wanted not peace, but 
more revolution and more war. They 
had trained themselves for It in 
the European undergrounds, plot- 
ting to turn one war into another. 

Changes were to be anticipated; 
peaceful change hardly could be 
more radical than the triumph of 
socialism in Britain, the birthplace 
of laissez-faire. But such change 
was not sufficient for the forces of 
overthrow. Nothing would suit them 
but the transvaluation of all values, 
the destruction of ancient states, 
the liquidation of all established 
forms, the elimination of all carriers 
of tradition and culture. 

In that situation the role of the 
United States became clear—the 
noblest and most difficult role ever 

designed for a nation by history. It 
was to emerge as the conservative 
force in the world—in the exact 
meaning of that almost forgotten, 
almost forbidden, word. 

Difficulties of Conservatism. 
The conservative role is full of 

pitfalls. In a rather remarkable 
interview granted Vincent Sheean 
the other day, Count Carlo Sforza 
said, 

"It is hard to be an intelligent 
liberal; it is hard to be an intelli- 
gent Socialist; it is extremely 
hard to be an intelligent Com- 
munist: but the most difficult 
thing in the world is to be an 
intelligent conservative.” 
That is true. For conservatism, 

as the expression of the passion to 
preserve society, easily confounds 
itcolf wH.h roorfinntcm anH tViP 

preservation of personal interests. 
Yet that is our role: “To check 

what wants checking, and supply 
what wants supplying,’’ and to do 
it without war. For the conserva- 
tive must preserve liberty, law and 
culture—whatever the cost to his 
own interests — against tyranny, 
lawlessness, impitcy and chaos 
which are the children of war. 

Can a people wage such a strug- 
gle without the mass excitement of 
war? Will they submit themselves 
to thap sacrifices for peace which 
they endured for war? Can the 
adult passion to conserve and re- 

build match the adolescent passion 
to avenge and destroy? 

That is the challenge to America. 
Our leaders have accepted it. If 
we fail, because we are not equal 
to it, savagery and darkness will 
eclipse our civilization—not for a 

year, not for a decade, perhaps for 
centuries. 

This—1948—is the year of decision. 
(Released by the Bell Syndicate, Inc.) 
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McLemore— 
Picks Winners 
Of Bowl Games / 

By Henry McLemore 
A little learning is a dangerous 

thing. 
If Alexander Pope is right—and I 

am right in thinking it was Alex- 
ander Pope- 
then I am just 
about the most 
dangerous arti- 
cle at large since 
Bluebeard, Dr. 
Crip pen, and 
Jack the Ripper 
were giving their 
local morticians 
a lot of business. 

x snouia oe ap- 

prehended on 

sight. To follow 
up, I should 
have steel brace- 
lets slipped on 

my wrist, .45S Henry McLemore. 

poked in my ribs, bars put between 
me and the sunlight, and a third- 
degree light brighter than the sun 
turned on my thinning pate. 

Because, you see, I am preparing 
to talk about matters on which I 
have little learning. Unless the 
cops get me quickly I am going to 
talk about the Bowl football games, 
just as I predicted in yesterday’s 
column. 

Could Use Jet Plane. 
There are so many games being 

played on New Year’s Day that no 

man could be expected to have seen 

all of the teams play during the 
regular season. To have accom- 

plished that a newspaperman not 
only would have had to have a very 
lenient managing editor and treas- 
urer, but a jet plane ns well. I 
have yet to meet the newspaper- 
man who is blessed with one of 
these, much less all three of them. 
I haven’t seen any of the Bowl 

teams play. Chappuls of Michigan, 
Evans of Kansas, Gilmer of Ala- 
bama, Doak Walker of S. M. U., the 
stalwart line of Southern Calif., are 

just things I have read about. As 
for knowing the strength and weak- 
ness of the elevens (Elevens? An 
“eleven” that doesn’t use 17 men 

in the first quarter these days would 
not to be called a true “eleven”), 
scheduled for the Raisin Bowl, the 
Salad Bowl, the Tangerine Bowl, the 
Pineapple Bowl, the Harbor Bowl 
and the Cigar Bowl, I am about as 

stupid as a kitten with an apple. 
Blit Vioro T ern 

■With no hands. 
OtheV men may be better proph- 

ets, but not one of them will enter 
the lists more fearlessly—and with 
less chance of coming off a winner. 

Here Are the "Winners.” 
Michigan will beat Southern Cal- 

ifornia in the Rose Bowl, but not 
; by as large a score as if the two 
|teams had met during the regular) 
season. Michigan will be trying to; 
outdo Notre Dame. 8. C. will be 

trying to keep from looking too bad. 
Michigan by 20 points. 

Georgia Tech, 20; Kansas, 0. 
That’s what a man gets for letting 
his heart bet, not his wallet. Stars 
and Bars, ‘‘Gone With the Wind,” 
Robert E. Lee, Jackson, Richmond, 
and three long yells for Jeb Stuart, 
turnip greens, sow belly and crino- 
line skirts! 

The greatest passer in the United 
States today is Harry Gilmer of 
Alabama. He is better than Baugh, 
Luckman, Ratteman, or any other j 
pro or amateur. I like Bama over 
Texas, even If It costs me the wel- 
come nod from Andrade. 

S. M. U. will bewilder Penn State 
in the Cotton Bowl. How do I 
know? What did you say? Well, 
I reckon I don’t, but I’m saying so. 

Jacksonville’s ’Gator Bowl, which 
is just getting up steam, but which 
will be one of the great, big bowls 

three vears from now, will entertain 

Georgia and Maryland. Big Jim 
Tatum, coach of Maryland, is a 

friend of mine, but he’ll be licked 
by another friend, Wally Butts of 
Georgia. 

If this isnt enough wrong Infor- 
mation, wire me. 

(Distributed by McNauaht Syndicate. Ins.) 
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Beware 

That Hang On 
Ofeomulslon relieves promptly be- 

cause it goes right to the seat of the 
trouble to help loosen and expel 
germ laden phlegm, and aid nature 
to Boothe and heal raw, tender, In- 
flamed bronchial mucous mem- 
branes. Tell your druggist to sen you 
a bottle of CreomulsJon with the un- 
derstanding you must like the way It 
mtekhr allays the cough or you an 

to have your money back. 
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WHAT MAKES 
BREATHING 
DIFFICULT? 

Answer: Nostrils become blocked. Just 2 
drops, Penetro Nose Drops, in each nos- 
tril shrink swollen membranes, open cold 
clogged nose. You breathe easier right 
away. Comes in 3 generous sizes. Get 

PENETRO DR*t»»S 

ywey* May YOUR 

\ NEW YEAR^j 1 be Happy and Secure 

I "To OUR many friends, old and V ; 
jft I new and to those whom ■ 

we have yet to meet ... we extend ^ ; 

yd all best wishes for a prosperous 1948. YY 
: m we axe proua oi our part in promoting m 

personal security; and as we begin our ml 
Wm forty-first year of activity we look for- w 

I ward to new opportunities of serving 
the people of Washington. 

f COLUMBIA FEDERAL 1 
U VSAVIHC$t*."A ASSOCIATION 1 
\ 716 11th St. N.W. RE. 7111 
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/ NEW YORK one way.. $3*30 \ 
/ 11 Trips Daily round trip.,. 

CHARLOTTE one way. *6 85 

4. Trips Daily round trip.. *1235 1 
READING =n. wo,.. *2 95 

$C,35 / 

4 Trips Daily round trip___ v 

RALEIGH on, *4'M 
4 Trip* Daily round trip_ $J>30 
NORFOLK on, »,y_ *3 70 

JC.70 
2 Trips Daily round trip_ U 

SAMPLE FARES | 
One Round One Round H 
Woy Trip Woy Trip B 

Richmond .$2.00 $3.60 Fayetteville, $5.80 $10.45 fl 
11 trips doily 1 trip d»lly ■ 
Baltimore -1 .70 1.25* Lancaster _ 2.20 4.00 H 
36 trips daily * trips dally ■ 
Charlottesville ZOO 3.60 Lynchburg 3.15 x 5.70 ■ 
11 trips daily 9 trips daily ]■ 
Danville 4.35 7.85 Newark ... 3.15 *5.25 ■ 
* trips dally p|us tax 11 tr,p* '•“v plus tax ■ 

All Fares Subject te 13% Federal Tax. *Ten-Day Excursion. 0 
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No Timo Off— 

Colds Eased 
Whilo You Aro At Work! 
You can take pleasant Mil- 
burn’s Capsules right on the 
job to relieve the discomfort 
of a common cold. They begin 
to take effect at once—help 
you feel better right away. An- 
noying sniffling and nagging 
headaches usually yield and 
the discomforts of a cold are 
often relieved in a few hours 
if the simple directions are 
followed. Get a package of 
MILBURN’S CAPSULES now, 
at your favorite drug stoje. 
Only 35c the box. 

WATER HEATER 
LEAKS? 

"SPECIALISTS FOR OVER 30 YEARS" 

1ohnGJVe|sth 
627 F St N.W. EX. 4615 WO. 2220 

)Wr' 
5 From the Home of 

| “QUALITY PRODUCTS 

fi 
AT PRICES 

| YOU CAN AFFORD” 
* • BONTEX WINDOW SHADES 

STURDIFOLD AWNINGS 
€ • FAMOUS MAKE—CUSTOM 
?■ MADE VENETIAN BLINDS 
5 • CANVAS PRODUCTS of all 
M kinds 

The General Offices of 

POTOMAC g&ttoc POWER 
COMPANY 

will be 

Closed New Years Day 
January lji 

However, an adequate staff of employees 
Is always on duty, to promptly answer all 
emergency calls for service — twenty-four 
hours a day — every day In the year. 

Phene Michigan 6080 

OPEN 

1 P.M. To 10 P.M. 

I NEW YEAR'S DAY 

\ OUR THOMAS CIRCLE STORE \ 
# (14th & Massachusetts Avenue N.W.) S 

| OPEN 24 HOURS A DAY | 


