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Shadow of Politics Falls 
* 

On Next Congress Session 
Bipartisan Attitude Toward*Foreign Policy 

May Be Seriously Shaken on Hill 
When Legislators Reconvene 

By Gould Lincoln 
Problems of huge importance to the United States—and to the world- 

are lurking now in the empty halls of Congress, awaiting the return of the 
legislators on Tuesday. Difficult as they are, these problems could be dealt 
with more easily were it not for the fact that a presidential election is 
casting its political shadow over them all. So strong is its influence the 
bi-partisan attitude toward foreign policy, which has operated so success- 
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into World War II, stands In danger 
of being seriously shaken or even 
abandoned. 

The Truman administrations1 
foreign policy, for the present, is 
embodied in the Marshall plan for 
the recovery of 16 Western European 
nations. Basically, it is founded on 

resistance to the world expansion ol 
communism by Russia’s Soviet gov- 
ernment and the Red army. This 
Marshall plan, the first four-year 
program on a vast scale ever pro- 
posed for the American people, is 
tied in closely with major domestic 
issues. So closely that these domestic 
issues will without doubt have their 
direct effect upon Congress’ action 
on the Marshall plan itself. 

Taxes a Big Factor 
For example, upon the adoption 

and execution of the Marshall plan, 
calling for a total outlay of 
*17,000,000,000 for European recovery 
over a period of four years, will de- 

pend whether the people of Amer- 

ica can have a cut in their present 
heavy burden of taxation. Further 
the Government’s purchase and dis- 
tribution of food and other greatly 
needed commodities—among them 
steel— these European nations con- 

tinue to foster high prices and in- 
flation in this country. This brings 
a demand by the Truman adminis- 
tration for the reimposition of man." 
controls—among them price control. 
It means a return to bureaucratic 
Interference with the every-day lives 
of the. American people—all growing 
out no! this great gamble for world 

peace. And world peace is, pre- 
sumaoly, to come about when Russia 
has been finally convinced she rs 

not powerful enough to force her 
ideas and form of government on 

Europe. Asia, Africa and the Amer- 

icas. 
Literally the whole sequence of 

Issues arising out of this determina- 
tion to spend billions of dollars to 

help Western Europe oppose a strong 
front against Russian aggression 
threatens to bog Congress down. 
Certainly these issues will drive the 
Republican-dominated Congress and 
the Truman administration farther 
and farther apart. 

Here are some of the principal 
problems which Congress will be 
asked to tackle on its return after 
the Christmas holiday. 
Formidable Lineup 

1. The Marshall plan. 
2. The Knutson Din lor reauc- 

tion of Federal income taxes—re- 
lieving the taxpayers of some 

$5,500,000,000 payments. 
3. Further legislation to curb price 

and wage increases. It is obvious 
that one cannot be controlled with- 
out the other's also being con- 

trolled. 
4. Universal military training- 

urged by President Truman as a 

necessary step for adequate national 
defense and supported by many Re- 

publicans as well as Democrats. 
5. The housing shortage—and 

legislation malting available Feder- 
al funds and other aids for the in- 
creased production of housing. 

6. Federal aid to education—in all 

parts of the country. 
7. The antipoll tax bill—which 

has already been put through the 
House and awaits action by the 
Senate. And a companion piece— 
an antidiscrimination bill, more 

popularly known as FEPC. 
8. A new farm program—to as- 

sure farmers adequate prices and 

proper conservation of their soil re- 

sources. 

9. The annual appropriation bills, 
which make available dollars for 

carrying on the Government of the 
United States and carrying out the 

projects which have been authorized 

by Congress. 
Truly a formidable array. Be- 

yond a doubt, other important mea- 

sures will come knocking at the door 
of Congress, including extensions oi 

social securtiy and Federal aid to 
national health. 

All of these subjects Congress will 
be asked to pass upon within the six- 
month period from January to June, 
inclusive. With the Republican 
National Convention due to open in 

Philadelphia June 21, the Republican 
.leaders are expected to do their bes* 
to adjourn Congress by that date. 

^A few weeks later, the Democrats 
will meet in Philadelphia, too, in 
national convention, to renominate 
President Truman, to provide him 
with a running mate and to write 
the Democratic Party's national 
platform. They, also, will go along, 
in all probability, with plans for an 

early adjournment of Congress. 

;FulI Hearings Planned 
Tremendous pressure will be 

brought to Dear both for and against 
Hhe Marshall plan as presented to 

Congress in bill form by President 
Truman. Chairman Vandenberg of 

^the Senate Foreign Relations Com- 
mittee has announced he will start 

^fuil and searching hearings on the 
bill January 7, the day after Con- 
gress convenes. Senator Vandenberg 
is firmly convinced that this 
country must halt the Communist 
spread over western Europe. How- 
ever, he believes the details of this 
aid program will be given the closest 
scrutiny before Congress is finally- 
asked to turn over these huge funds 

Jio be used abroad. 

Grave doubt exists that Congress.1 
A in its present mood, will appropriate 

the full $6,500,000,000 which * Presi- 
dent Truman has asked for the first 

15 months to carry out the Marshall 
plan. Some of the legislators are 
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saying that the administration must 
lower its sights—that Congress will 
cut this sum to $4,000,000,000. 
Further, a strong drive to make the 
Marshall “European recovery pro- 
gram’’ a year-to-year matter is 
underway. Senators and Repre- 
sentatives insist that they will not 
go on record for more than one 
year’s program. They will demand 
that a check be made at the close 
of a year to determine whether 
America’s contribution is being spent 
wisely and effectively, and also 
whether the 16 western nations 
benefiting under the program are 

really doing their full part to aid in 
their own recovery. 

Typical of the more recent think- 
ing of some Senators and members 
of the House on the Marshall pro- 
gram is the speech made by Senator 
Ball, Republican, of Minnesota be- 
fore the Philadelphia Foreign Policy 
Accnoiotion Crmnfnn DnIIV 

is particularly significant, since for 
the last seven years he has been a 
consistent supporter of every major 
foreign policy proposal of the 
Roosevelt-Truman administrations. 
He announced, however, he is now 
convinced that the time has come 
for a thorough and critical dis- 
cussion of this country’s foreign 
policy, with regard to both its pro- 
grams and their administration. 
Ball Wants Restrictions 

In this address, Mr. Ball em- 

phasized he had no quarrel what- 
ever with the premise of the Mar- 
shall plan. He admitted that a free 
and economically solvent Europe is 
a sound objective of our foreign 
policy. “But,” he continued, “I do 
w’ant assurance that our expendi- 

tures stand at least a 50-50 chance 
of achieving results, and I am sure 

j that if the administration is left 
free to pursue the policies it has 

i pursued in the past, it will fail 
again.” 

For that reason, Senator Ball 
said he would demand severe re- 
strictions and conditions on any 
future grants of funds or authority. 

Also Senator Ball challenged the 
oft-repeated argument that unless 
the Marshall plan is carried out 
Europe will be taken over completely 
oy Communists. In other words, 
he said, “we must buy off Commu- 
nist aggression with American dol- 
lars.” This he contended was likely 
to be no more successsful than were 

before Hitler launched his crusade 
to Nazi-lze the world. He agreed 
that Communist dictatorship was 
the most serious threat to world 
peace and recovery today. “But,” 
he said, "it is a threat based on 

power and force. The 50-odd Rus-! 
sian divisions in Eastern Europe 
have a lot more to do with it than 
economic problems in Western 
Europe. Like the Nazi dictator, the 
Communist dictator will be finally 
stopped in his aggressions by the 
presence, or, if the worst comes to 
the worst, by the use ol superior 
force.” 

Politics Will Figure 
Senator Ball charged the adminis- 

tration has failed in its efforts to 
bring about world peace; that it has 
lost initiative in the United Nations, 
and that the United States has been 
put constantly on the defensive. 
“I have never heard,” he con- 
cluded, “of a football game or a ‘hot’ 
war being won by a good defense 
and nothing more. I doubt whether; 
a ‘cold’ war can be w»on by a good 
defense and nothing else. Let's try! 
a little, offensive strategy for a j 
change.” 

It is clear from the Ball speech 
that when the Marshall plan is 
debated in the Senate, the gloves 
will be off. Appeals for bipartisan 
support may fall on some deaf ears. 

One thing the Republican lead- 
ership will demand is the passage 
of a tax reduction bill. It contends 

(See LINCOLN. Page C-5.) 

World’s Most Fabulous Gems Have Been Hard Luck Stones for Owners 
By Cynthia Lowry 

A White Russian princess named Nadia Vyegin Orloff leaped to 
her death recently in Rome. A‘month earlier another princess from 
the lost empire of the Czars had taken the same way out. Both, 
said Roman gossip, had once possessed the ‘‘Black Orloff" diamond, 
which brought death to all who owned it. 

In all the world today there is probably a bucketful of famous 
gems that have built about them stories of disaster, death and blood— i 
stories compounded partly of truth and partly on man’s imagination. 

Serious-minded mineralogists, gem experts and historians to a 
man scoff at any theories about gems generating tragic events for 
the owners. None, however, denies that around many of these bril- 
liant, coveted and ancient precious stones dark pages of history have 
been written and that because of man's lust for them gallons of blood 
have been spilled. 
mack urlott is a INew Une to Jewelers 

Many of the fabled stones of history were owned by Icings, 
royalty and nobility in days when men lived by violent deeds. Gems 
have always been stable currency in an unstable world. 

The blue Hope diamond, for example, has a gaudy history, al- 
though there is stfll some doubt about its early days. Most author- 
ities believe it was purchased as an uncut stone in India by a French 
gem fancier and traveler named Tavernier. He sold it to diamond- 
loving Louis XIV of France in the middle of the 17th century. By the 
time weak, ineffectual Louis XVI and his Queen. Marie Antoinette, 
reached the throne, the Tavernier blue had been cut into a flashing 
gem which was part of the crown jewels. 

After their deaths the Hope and the other fabled stones disap- j 
peared in one of history's mdst dramatic robberies, at the national 
treasury in Paris in 1792. A gang made off with crown jewels which 
today would be worth about $20,000,000. The Tavernier blue, the 
“Regent” and “Sancy’ diamond were an important part of the loot. 

American gem authorities maintain they had never heard of the 
"Black Orloff” diamond recalled recently in Rome. Nevertheless, one 

of the great diamonds in the world is called the Orloff diamond and, 
since the Russian revolution, has been part of the U. S. S. R. gem 
collection in Moscow. Originally an egg-shaped stone of 200 carats, 
it is supposed to have started its adventures as an eye of a Hindu 
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idol m a Mysore temple. A French deserter pried it out, sold it to an 

English sea captain. The stone passed through several hands until it 
was purchased by Prince Gregory Orloff in 1774 for 400,000 rubles. 

Orloff was a- discarded but optimistic lover of Empress Catherine 
the Great and presented her with the great stone. Catherine did not 
take Orloff back—but she did keep the stone. 

Mounted on the royal scepter it flamed until the Russian revolu- 
tion as a symbol of the power of the Czars. The Romanoffs did not 
have much luck. 

The present whereabouts of the 53-carat "Sancy” is not definitely 
established although it is reported to be owned by Lady As tor ̂ or the 
Maharajah of Patiala. It has an awesome history. 

A fanatical diamond collector, the Seigneur de Sancy, probably 
bought the stone in normal trade channels in Constantinople. Know- 
ing on which side his bread was buttered, Sancy loaned the stone to 
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and covered his lack of hair with a cap—on which he always wore 

the big stone. Henry was assassinated, but that was a pretty routine 
demise for a King in those days. 

When Henry IV came to the throhe the Sancy diamond was still 
on loan to royalty. Henry decided to use it as security for a loan and 
a trusted messenger started off to deliver the famous stone. 

Thieves followed the messenger, who never reached the end of 
his journey. When the loyal henchman’s body was found, the Sancy 
diamond was found also—inside his stomach. 

Royalty Had No Luck With Sancy 
Later, Charles I of England owned it. He was beheaded. James 

II inherited the diamond, lost a battle and fled to France. Broke 
and exiled, the Stuart sold the stone to Louis XIV—and it was part 
of the loot in the crown jewel theft. It bobbed up again in 1828 and 

passed through a number of eastern and western hands. 
The Regent, or Pitt, diamond is supposed to have been found-by 

an Indian slave who slashed a hole in his leg for a hiding place, fled 
to the seacoast and made a deal with a captain to swap the stone for 

passage and part of the proceeds. The escaped slave unfortunately was 

‘‘lost overboard” on the trip. 
The sea captain sold the stone but his conscience bothered him so 

much he hanged himself. Thomas Pitt, an Indian official and great- 
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grandfather of William Pitt, bought the stone and shipped it to Eng- 
land. Stories that he acquired it by unfair means hurt his reputation. 

Later, as a gem of 123 carats it was sold to a regent of Prance 
and went into the crown of Louis XV. It was recovered under the 
timbers in a garret after the crown jewel theft and today is in the 

Louvre Museum. 

England’s Queen Wears the Koh-I-Noor 
The Koh-I-Noor diamond carries a legend of hard luck to all male 

owners—and is in the crown of the Queen of England. The ex- 

traordinary stone has been cut down from nearly 200 to about 100 

carats. Its history has been rather undramatic since its acquisition 
by Queen Victoria upon the annexation of India. But before that it 

was a pawn in bloody warfare, murders, lootings and intrigue among 
oriental potentates. It was believed that stone “the Mountain of 

Light” brought the rulership of tne worm to tne possessor—in spue 

of the fact it endangered the position and life of the man who owned it. 

The “Pigott” diamond of something between 50 and 85 carats got 
ofT to a slow start as far as hard luck reputations go, but upon reach- 

ing England from India in 1775 it made up for lost time. 
Baron George Pigott, Governor of Madras, acquired the stone in 

India and later bought himself an Irish barony. But he was arrested 

and imprisoned for his administration in Madras, dying in confine- 

ment. Authorities suspect he obtained the stone for abandoning a j 
planned invasion. 

The diamond was sold at auction and eventually came into the 

possession of an Egyptian pasha. Ali Pasha ultimately became the 

dictator of Albania, then under control of the Sultan of Turkey. 
Alarmed at Ali Pasha’s growing power, the Sultan determined to j 
destroy his subordinate. Assassins attacked and alter a bitter battle, 

the 80-year-old pasha was mortally wounded. On his death bed, 

Ali Pasiia gave the Pigott to a friend who was a French soldier of ; 

fortune an<i instructed him to destroy on the spot his beloved stone- 

and his wife. 
Capt. d’Anglas crushed the huge stone with a hammer before 

the dying pasha, who expired before D’Anglas had to destroy Vasillkee, 

the old man’s Christian wife. D’Anglas said he was always haunted 

by the gho6t of the jewel. 
Be that legend or fact, the Pigott has disappeared without trace. 

(ijtributed 
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1948—A Year of Historic Centennials 

Communism Flourishes On America s Doorstep 
Cuba's Well-Organized and Influential Red Movement May Figure in Another Crisis With the Government 

• This Month If the Workers Are Dissatisfied With the Price Set on Sugar 
By M. M. Kreeger 

HAVANA.—There is a well-organ 
ized and influential Communis 
movement just 90 miles south o 

Key West, right at America’s door- 
step. 

And Cuba, where Communist: 
have played an important part ir 
politics and labor since 1925, mai 

see another Red crisis in the gov- 
ernment’s control effort during thi: 
month’s sugar harvest. 

Fourteen years ago Red flags flev 
briefly over some 40 little Cubar 
Soviets. Only this last year has ar 

attempt been made to wrest contra 
of the National Labor Federatior 
from the Communists, who hav« 
controlled it from its beginning. 

Many believe Communist influenct 
is on the wane, but the partj 
polled about 200,000 votes in thf 
1946 elections and indications art 

that it will do at least as well this 
year. That's almost twice as manj 
votes as the greatest number evfei 
cast for a Communist candidate ir 
the United States, which has 3( 
times Cuba’s population. 
d_ n_• r\_•_ 
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Cuban communism, as a signifi- 
cant force, was born in a grave 
depression in the 1920s caused by 
low prices for sugar, the island's 
chief product. Communists led in 
forming the Cuban National Labor 
Conferedation, the first organiza- 
tion aimed at all Cuban workers 
in 1925. 

President Gerardo Machado out- 
lawed the Communist Party, but 
the Reds instigated a number oi 
strikes which helped weaken his 
regime. A general work stoppage 
in 1933 which paralyzed the island 
was considered an important factor 
in the fall of Machado's govern- 
ment. 

In the rftonths of near-anarchy 
which followed, Communist led 
workers and peasants—sometimes 
aide8 by soldiers—seized some 40 
sugar mills and hoisted the Red 
flag. The Soviets extended their 
influence to nearby cane fields and 
to branch railroads serving the 
factories. 

The Soviets were halted by a 

combination of conciliation and 
force. Ramon Grau San Martin, 
who served as provisional president 
for a few months, legalized the 
confederation—which Machado had 
dissolved—granted an eight-hour 
day and a law protecting native 
labor. Fulgencio Batista, former 
sergeant who became head of the 
army, meanwhile dislodged the Reds 
rrom the mills. 

After Grau had been succeeded by 

Provisional President Carlos Men- 
dieta, Batista followed a rough 
policy toward Communists and labor 

! Strikes were broken up with force 
The army seized hundreds of work- 

j ers and organizers to end a genera! 
! strike in 1935. The confederation 

; was dissolved again. 
Batista made peace with the Com- 

munists in 1938. In January of 193E 
the CTC—Cuban Confederation oi 
Workers—was organized in place oi 
the defunct CNOC. Lazaro Pena 
Communist tobacco worker, became 
its secretary general. 
Pulled 130,000 Votes 

Communists took part in the Con- 
stituent Assembly and joined a vic- 
torious coalition supporting Batista 
in the general election, polling 81.00C 
votes. The Reds thus became one oi 
the government parties. 

The party grew in strength and 
in 1944 attracted 130.000 votes for 
Batista’s candidate, .Carlos Salad- 
rigas, winnif(| 3‘of Si Senate seats 
and 8 of 136 in the House. Grau 
however, was elected President. 

Grau had campaigned on an anti- 
communist platform, but shortlj 
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i effected in which the Communists 
agreed to support the government 
and to share labar control with 
Grau's Autentico Party. The Com- 

1 munists, however, maneuvered 
enough sympathizers into inde- 
pendent seats to retain their dom- 
inance in the CTC. 

In the 1946 elections the Com- 
munists drew about 200,000 of 2,- 
250.000 votes and gained two more 

seats in the House. The party 
president, Juan Marinello, was 

chosen vice president of the Senate, 
The union between Reds and 

government lasted until this year, 
when the Communists charged cor- 

! ruption in the cabinet, opposed any 
; attempt of Grau to be re-elected, 
I urged a diplomatic break with Spain 
and demanded an end of the black 
market. 

The government responded with 
a campaign to wrest union control 
from the Communists. 

The light is still going on and the 
issue is in doubt. 

Rough on Little Man 
In the first place, Cuba has a large 

proletariat—a class of impoverished 
workers to whom Red appeals are 

primarily addressed. 
Although the country is mainly 

agricultural, the argriculture is in- 
riustralized. The sugar plantation is 
the backbone of the economy. Com- 
paratively few farmers work their 
own land. 

There is no strong peasant class. 
The agricultural population consists 

overwhelmingly or wage earners. 

Their labor is monotonous and 
mostly seasonal. 

This has been a prosperous year 
for Cuba, with a big sugar crop sold 
at good prices. There is plenty of 
money in circulation—$90 per capita. 

But prosperity Is rough on Cuba's 
little man. Wages are lower than in 
the United States. Living costs are 

two or three times as high. Skilled 
bricklayers,’ mechanics, electricians, 
carpenters and painters get as little 
as $5 per day. A clerk may have to 
paly a month's income for a good 
suit and a pair of shoes. A can of 
peas which costs 20 cents in the 
States is 45 cents here. 

Communists were among the first 
to offer help to the wage earners— 

and to get it. They didn't infiltrate 
the unions, they formed them. 

Anibal Escalante, Red representa- 
| tive in Congress and director of the 
Communist newspaper Hoy (Today), 
explains the party’s strength: v~ 

“We have always been a workers’ 
party. We fought Machado,... #We 
have fought for democracy. People 
are not afraid of communism here. 
Our leaders are part of the people.” 

c;ommun.i5i,s, coniromng euuugn 

votes to give them the possible bal- 
ance of power in a political lineup, 
have been able to bargain with other 
parties, trading support for power, 
priviliges and workers’ benefits. 

Sugar Price Important 
The Reds also back some causes 

identified with Cuba's national in- 

; terests. They have been right along- 
side the mill operators in demand- 

; ing high sugar prices. They have 
cried loudly againt American "eco- 
nomic imperialism" and racial dis- 
crimination—a subject of prime in- 
terest to the Negroes who compose 
a fourth of the island's population. 

"In the past other parties didn’t 
give labor leaders much help But 
now it will be different. We will 
help leaders of any party to get 
benefits for the workers 

The government is in the process 
of taking control of the unions 
away from the Communists. The 
result of this campaign, and what 

| the government does with its labor 
| leadership, might well determine 
; the future of communism in Cuba. 

The sugar harvest this month is 
likely to bring a crisis in the gov- 
ernment's campaign, but whether 
this will lead to a final showdown, 
no one can say. 

The answer—like the answer to 
almost every other major problem 
on the island—will depend largely 
upon the price of sugar. 

Labor Minister Aguirre says he 
expects the Communists to to make 

trouble during the harvest with 
"strikes, outrageous wage demands 
and refusal to accept agreements." 

Escalante says there will be no 

trouble in the cane fields “if the 
workers receive the same pay they 
got last season.” : 

last year Cuba sold most of its; 
sugar to the United States, whose 
Commodity Credit Corp. was buying ; 
for others of the United Nations, i 
The CCC purchase contract ended; 
December 31. Cuba’s share of Amer- J 
ica's market will be lifted by new 

United States sugar import quotas.! 
Cubans are afraid their sugar 

must be sold on an open market for i 

something less than the 4.92 cents 
a pound it brought last year. 

May Bring Wage Cuts 
If sugar prices are lower, planters i 

and refiners are virtually certain to 
attempt a wage reduction. A low- 
ering of the pay scale would surely 
bring discontent. 

The government, which has been 
trying for several months to grasp 
labor control from the Communists, 
first suspended a scheduled con- 

vention of the Red-dominated CTC, 
penning invesugauun ui cimigcs uy 

both factions that opponents had 
faked delegates’ credentials. 

The Communists, ignoring the 
suspension, held a convention and 
elected their own men to the Execu- 
tive Committee. The government 
faction chose a non-Communist 
Executive Committee and officers. 

Police and soldiers ousted the Red j 
leaders from national union head-, 
quarters. A four-hour general strike 
called by the Communists in pro- 

: test was broken by hundreds of, 
arrests. 

Similarly, both Communists and 
government factions elected officers 

| of individual unions within the CTC. 
The non-Communists were officially 

! recognized. Police ejected Reds from 
union halls. 

Communists have filed court suits 
to regain official recognition. Es- 
calante says the Reds will continue ■ 

to resist "by all means allowed under 
the constitution.” \ | 

The present bitterness between i 

government and Communists is -no ; 
certain indication that the fight , 

will oe carried to its conclusion. , 

Cuban governments have made 
peace with the Reds before. 

Escalante says “the government 
must have allies to win" the national 

( 

election scheduled for next June l.!( 
The Communists are convenient 
allies. ( 

There also is the possibility that 
the Reds will join an opposition co- 

alition strong enough to make a 

real contest with the Autenticos. | 
(Distributed by the Associated Press.) 

Constitution Is Ignored 
In Civil Rights Hysteria 

Move to LeVel Inequalities Resulting From 
Differing Abilities Cited as Threat 

to End Competitive Freedom 
By Donald R. Richberg 

People are pleased to be told they have a "right” to do-'what they 
want to do. They applaud the politician who assures them that they 
have a “right” to enjoy the things they desire. 

It is much more comforting' to be assured that you have a right to 
obtsftn a good job from some one, than to be informed that you have 
a duty to do a good job for some one. But, let’s not forget, that no 

right can be enforced for one person 
without compelling another to fulfill 
a duty. In the language of the 
courts: "When a right is invaded 
a duty is violated." “There is no 

right where there is no remedy.' 
A Philosopher’s Views 

Even the basic right of my indi- 
vidual liberty cannot be enforced 
except by imposing restraints on 

your individual liberty. The claim 
of a right is worthless unless it can 

be enforced; and, as more rignts 
are enforced against more and more 

people, there will be less and less 

liberty; more and more domestic 
conflicts, less and less internal 
peace. 

Long ago a great philosopher 
pointed out that "the right of all to 
all things” means “the war of all 
against all.” The surest way to 

destroy the fundamental freedoms 
of American life would be to build 
nr\ a tract locral cfrnrtnr® nf cnrial 

economic and political rights, all 
pf them creating corresponding 
duties, and all of them enforced by 
governmental restraints upon indi- 
vidual freedom. 

Communists and their dupes com- 

plain that a "hysteria” of anti- 
communism is causing the suppres- 
sion of civil rights itl the United 
States. So now they are diligently 
'omenting a “counter-hysteria” for 
expanding civil rights until the 
basic rights of life, liberty and 
property will be completely lost in 

i maze of petty rights and duties 
tnd regulations which only a com- 

nunistic dictatorship could possslbly 
snforce. 

Bad Example of Hysteria 
The horrible and outstanding 

example of this civil rights hysteria 
s the recent. report of the Presi- 
ient’s Committee on Civil Rights, 
which is probably the most mis- 
ihievous document that has been 
published since Marx and Engels 
produced the Communist Manifesto 
100 years ago. 

In the name of "liberty'’ this re- 
sort proposes to compel American 
men, women and children to live 
ind work in a social and economic 
system created and regulated by 
jovernment, a system in which their 
most profound emotions and ambi- 
tions are to be suppressed fit the 
will‘of political monitors. 

Here are the two most funda- 
mental recommendations of the 
pommittee, in its own language: ■ 

“The elimination of segregation, 
oased on race, color, creed or na- 

tional origin, from American life.” 
"The enactment of a Federal 

Pair Employment Practice Act. pro- 
libitlng all forms of discrimination 
in private employment, based on 

race, color, creed pr national origin.” 
Please note that segregation is 

;o be eliminated — not only from 
government operations, but every- 
where “from American life.” That 
s precisely the aim of the com- 

nittee, which announces, with the 
roice of omnipotent omniscience: 
‘We can tolerate no restrictions 
tpon the individual which depend 
ipon irrelevant factors such as his 
■ace, his color, his religion or the 
social position to which he was 
>orn.” 
\ Curious Observation 

Hundreds of millions of Protes- 
ants, Catholics, Jews, Mohamme- 
ians, Buddhists and Hindus have 
relieved and taught for centuries 
he One Way of Living, or the One 
load to Salvation, was divinely or- 

lained and revealed in the articles 
>f their particular faith. Any one’s 
religion is necessarily a restriction 
)n him and, if he is to be free in 
he exercise of his religion (a free- 
lom expressly guaranteed in our 

Constitution), then he must be free 
o restrict his associations with 
>thers in accordance with his feel- 
ngs and his convictions as to what 
s necessary and desirable. Yet the 
:ommittee would have a man forced 
)y law into associations which may 

be repulsive to him—not because of 
any narrow prejudice but because of 
his profound religious convictions. 

Race and color may seem “irrele- 
vant" to the committee. Yet differ- 
ences of race and color have divided 
mankind for centuries. They may 
fade in the coming centuries. But 
they cannot be wiped out by a state 
or federal law; and every such fool- 
ish effort only intensifies projudice 
and intolerance, creates disrespect 
for law, and is itself an intolerant 
violation of individual liberty. 

Curiously enough the committee 
observed that an essential part of 
our freedom is that we “are free to 

be different.” Evidently the com- 

mittee is willing to have us differ in 
our taste for cigarettes, but not in 
our taste for companions. But, in 
another breath, the committee says: 
"In a democracy, each individual 
must have freedom to choose his 
friends and to control the pattern 
of his personal and family life." 
Nevertheless, in order to eliminate 
"segregation” and to prevent "dis- 
crimination,” the committee insists 
that this "free” American shall be 

compelled to spend his working life 
with undesirable associates, and to 
send his children to schools, to eat 
In restaurants, to live in hotels and 
enjoy all public amusements, in the 
company of those whose company 
he would not voluntarily choose. 

Logic Hard to Follow 
The logic of the report is very 

difficult to follow. But,* as the King 
said in Alice in Wonderland, "If 
there’s no meaning in it that saves 

a world of .trouble, you know, as we 

needn’t try to find any.” 
Let us assume, however, that every 

like or dislike based on race, color or 

religion is unreasonable and un- 

fair, and that such prejudices ought 
to be eliminated from human think- 
ing. Nevertheless, is it proper or 

even possible for the Government of 
a free people to attempt to prevent 
men and women in business or 

social life from acting in accord 
with their prejudices? Now this is 
an entirely different question from 

asking whether the Government 
Itself should deny equality oi op- 

portunity to some of its citizens. 
Political equality, in the right to 

vote, in the administration of jus- 
tice and in the rendering of public 
services, is due to all citizens. But 
unless Government is to destroy an 

economic system of competitive 
freedom and a social system of free 
association, it cannot undertake to 
level down the inequalities that re- 

sult from differing abilities and 

opportunities, or to interfere with 
the voluntary selection of one's as- 

sociates in work or play. 
No one would dare to propose that 

an employer be given the right by 
law to compel a man to work for 
him. That would be “involuntary 
servitude"—slavery. Yet it is sol- 
emnly proposed (in Senate bill 984. 
which is evidently approved by the 
committee) that an employer shall 
be forbidden to refuse to employ 
a "qualified" man because of his 
race, color or religion. This means, 
in practical effect, that if a Gov- 
ernment regulator says that a man 

is “qualified” and rules that he has 
been denied employment because of 

race, color or religion, then he must 
be employed. 
Lesson of Experience 

We know from experience under 
the Wagner Act that the employer 
would be presumed to be wrong. 
"Sentence first, verdict afterwards" 
is the conventional procedure. It 
seems to be forgotten that an em- 

ployer works for his employes, just 
as they do for him. He is obligated 
by law to do a great many things 
for his employe. So the proposed 
law would force an employer into 
involuntary servitude to men who 
are under no obligation to work for 
him. 

Superficially, it may seem to be a 

noble project for government to in- 
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opportunity to earn a livelihood and 
"to enjoy the benefits of society." 
But, no government can insure 

equality of opportunity to human 
beings who differ sp widely in 
natural capacity and who, because 
of parental variances in ability and 
fortune, are so differently nurtured. 
It should also be pointed out that 
the benefits of a democratic, free 
society are not gathered by an om- 

nipotent government into one treas- 
ure house for distribution to a de- 

pendent population. On the con- 

trary, individuals in a host of big 
and little enterprises, work and pro- 
duce things and seek to gain out of 
their co-operation with others the 
benefits and satisfactions which 

they desire and for which they are 

willing to work and sacrifice. 
The concept of a society in which 

all are working for the common good 
and obtain only their proportionate 
share of the total product is the 
idealism of communism. Now that 
the world has had a good look at 
communism in actual operation, it 
has become quite clear that only a 

ruthless despotism* can compel 
human beings to live and work in 
such a regimented society. Fur- 
thermore. it has beer, demonstrated 
up to date that the productivity of 
free men and women, working pri- 
marily for their own gain and reap- 
ing individual rewards, is far, far 
greater than the productivity of a 

people working ostensibly for equal- 
itarian progress. Indeed the reward 
of individual merit has been reluc- 

(See CIVIL RIGH'jB, Page C-5j~ 


