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Now Comes the Sales Tax 
The Commissioners’ recommendation for 

a sales tax, In which the President and 
the Budget Bureau concur, has been taken 
for granted. Its need this year became 

obvious last year, when Congress enacted 
a tax-increase program which, bearing 
down very heavily on some taxpayers, 
failed to produce the needed revenue. 

The surprise in this year’s budget is 

that even with enactment of a sales tax 

it is being brought into approximate 
balance only by the use of invested sav- 

ings accumulated! during the war. And 
Wnen we examine wnat we nave men, 

still is short of meeting some of the 
recognized needs of the community. 

In the schools, for example, which in 

building facilities have fallen behind the 
needs of a shifting and growing popula- 
tion, no new construction, other than what 
already has been authorized, is allowed. 
It is pretty obvious that if Congress intends 
to carry out a school building program 
recommended by the Board of Education 
the money cannot be obtained from cur- 

rent revenues. It will require borrowing. 
* Thus we have come to the point where 

a sales tax no longer represents a choice 
between alternatives. It is the single 
substantial source of revenue available to 
the community in' meetipg its swollen 
expenses. Since first recommended in 

1939 as a keystone of the local tax struc- 

ture, it has been defeated time and again 
in favor of other taxes, all of which we 

now have. 
But in that interval a number of addi- 

tional developments have occurred which 
make its imposition here inevitable. 

Twenty-seven of the States have adopted 
it as a major source of revenue. It is 

now in effect in nearby Maryland. It 

has been found by experience to be 

among the least burdensome of taxes 

and one of the most dependable? In 
Washington it would be the only tax which 
reached the unusually large percentage 
of the local population now exempt from 

any direct, local taxation. And without 
it the local budget can be balanced only 
at the cost of neglecting basic requirements 
in local government. 

The "Cold War" Gets Hotter * 

Coming on the heels of Prime Minister 

Attlee’s recent address in the same vein, 
Herbert Morrison’s somberly blunt attack 
on the Kremlin and its satellites is a 

significant measure of how the British are 

hardening against the Soviet Union. More 

than that, it is evidence of a marked 

warming up in the “cold war” between 
Communist totalitarianism and the free 

western world. 
Mr. Morrison has not sugared his words. 

Speaking as Deputy Prime Minister and 

majority leader of the House of Commons, 

he has made clear that Britain’s Labor 

government is fed up with Soviet policy, 
u. is fpd im with the endless stream of 
“untruthful and malicious” propaganda 
emanating from the Kremlin and its pup- 
pet Red regimes behind the iron curtain. 
It is fed up with their ruthless police-state 
methods and with their hypocritical effort 
to describe those methods as “democratic.” 
It is fed up, above all, with their avowed, 
rule-or-ruin offensive to wreck the Euro- 

pean Recovery Program and impede the 

progress of mankind—an offensive that 
can be explained only as something in- 

spired by “the old and evil doctrine that 
the more misery there is in the world the 
better it is for revolutionary Communist 
success, the doctrine of triumph through 
chaos.” 

But if the men of the Kremlin imagine 
that they can play this game without 
running into serious and determined op- 

position, they are hoodwinking themselves. 
Mr. Morrison has left little room for doubt 
that Britain is resolved to stand with, the 
United States and other independent lands 
in doing everything it can—through the 
United Nations or otherwise—to meet the 
Red challenge. In his words, the British 
fought the recent war to win the “right 
of free men to free opinion and the right 
to live under institutions of their own 

choosing.” They do not propose now to 
“lie down” to a Soviet policy calculated 
to make “nonsense of the sacrifices and the 

victory” of that war by substituting for 
Hitlerism a Communist tyranny that re- 

jects the hand of friendship, refuses to 

co-operate for a decent peace, and gives 
(Minnr oi rrn n f wrn wf f a r? ivintn PiiKAnn 

and the world. 
Mr, Morrison has made a point of* ap- 

pealing again to the Soviet Union to show 
"the necessary willingness to reach ac- 

commodation, to give as well as take—the 
will to agree.” And he has underscored 
his appeal with a plain warning—namely, 
that unless the men of the Kremlin “begin 
to reverse engines and to discard provoca- 
tive polices,” they will be risking “war at 
some time.” Of course, “war at some time” 
does not necessarily mean tomorrow or 

next year or five years from now. But it 
does mean, in Mr. Morrison’s implied 
opinion, that the situation today is herded 
toward armed confl'ct and that the conflict 
might break out sooner than the world 
dares to think if Russian policy does not 
change for the better. 

When men as highly placed as Mr. Mor- 
rison speak in terms of this sort, it is not 

beside the point to wonder, grimly, how 
much longer the “cold war” can be waged, 
or how much hotter it can get, before it 
becomes a full-scale explosion. There are 

areas in the world—Greece, for instance— 
where such speculation is pertinent as of 
this moment. Whether it knows it or not, 
the Soviet Union, in its violently dishonest 
and aggressive ideological and economic 
campaign against the west, is playing with 
the deadliest kind of dynamite. 

The Budget Estimates 
The Federal budget which the President 

has submitted to Congress calls for the 
expenditure in the 1949 fiscal year of 
$39,669,000,000. This is nearly $2,000,000,000 
more than the estimate for the current 
fiscal year, and has evoked from the 
Republican Congress charges of “politics” 
and “extravagance.” 

If there is anything uncertain in these 
troubled times, however, it is an estimate, 
made a year and a half in advance, as to 
what a great nation’s receipts and ex- 

penditures will be. The President is guess- 
ing, and so are those who are quick to say 
that his estimates are too high. Last 
January the President’s budget estimates 
contemplated expenditures of $37.5 billions 
and receipts of $37.7 billions—or a pros- 
pective surplus of a mere $200,000,000. This 
estimate of expenditures brought protests 
from the Republicans very similar to those 
now being heard, and promises of reduc- 
tions ranging from the $8 billion figure 
mentioned by Representative Taber to 
Senator Taft’s more cautious estimate of 
a three to four billion dollar paring opera- 
tion. The latest figures indicate that 1948 
expenditures will be $37.7 billions and that 
receipts will be $45.2 billions, resulting in 
a surplus of nearly $7.5 billions. In other 

were far off the mark in their estimates. 
Much the same thing can be expected 

to happen this year. Against his estimate 
of just under $39.7 billions in expenditures, 
the President forecasts receipts of $44.5 
billions, which would leave a surplus for 
debt retirement of $4.8 billions. 

What will have happened to these 
figures by the time another year has 
passed is any one’s guess. But that they 
will have to be drastically revised may be 
taken for granted. For this is an election 
year, and to the statistical imponderables 
which affect estimates of receipts and ex- 

penditures there must be added the un- 

certain element of politics. 
It is a foregone conclusion, for example, 

that the President’s budget figures on in- 
come taxes are meaningless. He wants to 
trim about $3.2 billions from personal in- 
come taxes and make it up through a 

higher levy on corporations. There is no 

chance that the Republicans will go along 
with him on this. They have their own 

notions about tax reduction and wilj make 
their own cut, possibly as much as $5.6 
billions. The question is whether this will 
be charged off against the estimated sur- 

plus, which would mean no debt reduction, 
or whether the objective will be to offset 
the loss of revenue by trimming recom- 

mended appropriations. 
If the main Republican effort is in this, 

latter direction, end It Is the more attrac- 
tive from their point of view, there will be 
real danger of crippling reductions either 
in national defense or in outlays for 
foreign aid under the Marshall Plan. 

The comments of GOP spokesmen in this 
respect have been guarded, and uhtil their 
plan of action unfolds there is little to be 
gained from speculation concerning it. All 
Americans who, are conscious of the 
gravity of the time should be watching 
closely, however, to see that nothing is 
done in a spirit of false economy or in the 
hope of some partisan advantage which 
would weaken this country’s international 
position or impair our means of self- 
defense. 

One Veil Sahiboglu, a Turk, admits to 
an age of 139. This, though, is low for 
Turks, who have been quoted as high as 

157 in better times. 

It is computed that Americans pay more 

for government of all types than for food. 
There once was a Congo tribe that got 
around mis Dy eating tne tax collector. 

This is election year, leap year and the 
year of decision. To the man in the street 
with no opinion, we can only suggest he 
get off the street. 

Brazil Cracks Down on Reds 
In a tumultuous session the Brazilian 

Chamber of Deputies passed a bill can- 

celling the mandates of Communists hold- 
ing elective offices throughout the nation. 
Since the bill had already passed the Sen- 

ate and was quickly signed by President 
Dutra after the Chamber’s action, every 
Communist in Brazil is today out of official 
life, from Federal legislators to municipal 
aldermen and town councilors, with the 
exception of a few elected on fusion tickets 
with other parties, who remain in office by 
virtue of alternative party labels. This 
purge of Communists was the logical after- 
math of the legal outlawing of the Com- 
munist Party in Brazil which took place 
several months ago. So far as statutes can 

do it, communism has been eliminated 
from the political picture. 

The effect of this drastic action will be 
awaited with interest. Certainly, com- 

munism has made notable progress in 
Brazil and has been a highly disturbing 
factor from both the pol'tical and eco- 

nomic viewpoints. It has had aggressive and 
persuasive leadership, especially in the 
person of the party head. Luis Carlos 
fresies, wno occupieo a seal in uie r euerai 

Senate. The party also had fifteen depu- 
ties in the Chamber. Prestes has on many 
occasions voiced his intransigeant com- 

munism, publicly declaring, among other 
things, that if Brazil should ever be at war 

with the Soviet Union, he and his followers 
would stage a revolt. The expectation 
among qualified observers is that the Com- 
munist Party will now go “underground” 
and foment trouble in every way, from 
strikes and sabotage to the dissemination 
of revolutionary propaganda. 

In Brazil, communism undoubtedly has 
been encouraged by the existence of bad 
economic and social conditions. In the 
rural areas, a semifeudal situation pre- 
vails on many of the big plantations, with 
attendant poverty, illiteracy, and general 
backwardness. Brazil’s relatively recent 
industrial development has been accom- 

panied by low wages, poor housing and 
lagging social services. Of late years, these 
chronic ills have been intensified by an 

•I 

inflationary spiral that has hit the work- 
ing classes somewhat harder than other 
elements in the population. 

All of this has been grist for the Com- 
munist mill. Admittedly, the Communists 
have exploited such legitimate grievances 
for their own special ends. This is under- 
stood by intelligent Brazilians, and the 
present government is attempting to 
grapple with the country’s economic and 
social problems, but much remains to be 
done. In the measure wherein they are 

constructhrely dealt with, the causes of 
unrest will be progressively removed and 
communism will lose its most specious 
arguments. 

Drugstore History 
The modem drugstore is a distinctly 

American invention.^It has been the work 
of many minds and many hands. No one 

person is entitled to a predominant share 
of the credit for its evolution. But Cynthia 
Lowry, writing for the Associated Press, 
wants Dr. Thomas Hunter, a general 
practitioner of medicine at Newport, 
Rhode Island, remembered as the sponsor 
of the earliest still extant drugstore. The 
date of the opening of his establishment, 
she says, was 1752. Philip and John Cas- 
well, brothers, took over the business in 
1845, added William Massey as a partner 
and opened a New York branch in the 
original Fifth Avenue Hotel. The firm 
still prospers, but its activities are centered 
in Manhattan and all that remains of 
the Newport store is its facade, carefully 
preserved in the Newport Museum. 

Not everybody, however, will accept Miss 
Lowry’s theory of drugstore history if it 
shuts out the enterprises of the first Vir- 
ginia colonists. As early as 1621 Sir Francis 
Wyatt, coming out to Jamestown, was 

instructed to employ apothecaries for the 
making of oil of walnuts. The settlers 
coincidentally were requested to watch for 
gums, dyes and drugs unknown or at any 
rate uncommon in Europe. Sassafras, it 
seems, had been carried from the New 
World to the Old for as far back as 1562. 
In the very nature of things the first non- 

native Americans were bound to learn of 
medicinal herbs with which the Indians 
long had been familiar. Quinine repre- 
sented a case in point. The virtues of the 
bark of the cinchona tree were appreciated 
by the aboriginal Peruvians before they 
were discovered by the Jesuits about 1600 
and popularized by the Countess of Chin- 
chon in Spain in 1640. 

Drugs, it should be emphasized, were not 
isolated from other commodities in those 
early times. It was not until the end of 
the first quarter of the nineteenth century 
that the professional pharmacist began to 
emerge as a man of science, restricting his 
interests to his own branch of medicine. 

The famous Stabler-Leadbeater shop at 
107 South Fairfax street, Alexandria, prob- 
ably was a pioneer in the specifically 
pharmaceutical field. It was opened in 
1792 and operated until 1933 and, though 
other articles were dispensed within its 
walls, its main function and purpose was 

that of a drugstore in the particular mean- 

ing of the phrase. 

The Enquirer mentions a Cincinnati 
motorist, stuck in the mud, who bad to 
throw 500 pounds of accessbries overboard 
before he could proceed.- 

For a project in ’48, the behavior clinics 
might look into the strange case of world 
diplomacy and why it fights at the drop 
of the word peace. 

It should be like olcT times, with Wallace 

running. Not since Willkie have we had 

a candidate who came uncombed five 
minutes after leaving the barber. 

This and That 
By Charles E. Tracewell 

A resident of Gaithersburg wants to know 
about a bird, described as small, about 4 Inches; 
outer parts gray; breast a lighter gray tinged 
with yellow; faint gray stripes at sides; slender 
black bill; when flying, a spot of deep yellow 
just above the tail. 

.‘‘There was a small flock of these birds eating 
thfe berries of the devil’s walking stick,” the 

correspondent states. 
-riio hirric mens crnlrtpn-crowned kinelets. 

These, with their cousins, the ruby-crowned 
kinglets, are among the most beautiful species 
seen‘here in winter. 

They may be expected in shrubbery, usually. 
Their fragile beauty is deceptive. Scientists 

say no other birds brave the cold with more 

aplomb, or suffer less. 
Their loveliness has something ceramic about 

it, reminding the beholder of the better sort of 

pottery images. 
Their magic way, at least to the eye, of 

suddenly disappearing among leaves, sets them 
apart from most birds. 

When this is combined with their smallness, 
they present something striking that always 
leaves the observer with the desire to know 

just what they are. 

On such stiff leaves as those of the rhododen- 
dron, the kinglets give a disappearing act 
unequaled. 

First, the bird is there; then, in a twinkle of 
an eye, it is gone. 

It achieves this effect by simply turning 
upside down under the leaf, probably after a 

tiny insect or its egg it sees there. 
No bird is smaller except the hummingbird. 

The kinglets do not always, certainly not often, 
show the crowns from which they are named. 

Therefore, not to see either gold or ruby color 
on the head means exactly nothing at all. 

These little birds have a way of flashing these 
colors at mating time, or displaying them in 
mock fights. 

The gold of the golden-crowned species is 
more likely to be seen, but even this is often 
missed by an observer. 

The smallness of this bird is one of its sure 

marks of identification. Actually, it is nearer 

4 H inches than 4 inches. 
The ruby-crowned kinglet is said to be the 

better singer of the two. 
The birds nest in the wooded Northlands, 

each species having from five to 10 eggs at a 

nesting. 
Kinglet, of course, means little king. 
\Tm fVta nomo nnt Aftlir no ma frAm tVio 

crowns, but also from the sheer beauty of the 
birds, and their ability to weather, despite their 
smallness, the intense cold. 

Just how such tiny things, weighing about 
half an ounce, can survive, with nothing but a 

coat of feathers, must remain among the 
mysteries of nature. 

Strong, well clad men have perished in 
storms through which these fairylike creatures 
blithely fly. 

Kinglets and gnatcatchers are grouped to- 
gether by ornithologists. They belong to the 
singing birds. It is odd, but the kinglets are 

very closely related to the thrushes, though 
much smaller and lacking the spotted breasts. 

Despite their littleness, the kinglets are held 
to be more valuable to man than the lovely 
singers, the thrushes, since they eat practically 
nothing but insects, and consume many leaf- 
eating larvae and plant lice. 

The porcelain quality cf the kinglets is their 
outstanding characteristic, we think; if you see 

a bird that is at once small, beautiful and 
almost unbelievable in appearance, you can feel 
pretty sure that it is either a ruby-crowned or 
a golden-crowned kinglet come to visit you 
from the woodlands of the North. 
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Letters to The Star 
GSI Explosion 

To the Editor of The Star : 

On January 8, 1948, Denny J. Belluci, a 

supervisor employed by Government Services, 
Inc., in Munitions cafeteria, was injured by a 

gas explosion originating from an oven. Be- 
cause of the fact that the UPW-CIO had called 
a strike against the corporation’s cafeterias, 
reporters from all papers called my office im- 
mediately to ascertain the cause of the blast. 
The accident had just occurred, and I did not 
have the full details, but I gave them the only 
information which I had, based on first reports. 
This was to the effect that Mr. Belluci had 
tossed a lighted match into a defective oven 
which he knew had been filled with gas, with- 
out waiting for the gas to clear. I went on to 
state that he apparently had not used the best 
judgment under the circumstances. 

As often happens in such cases, the first re- 

ports which I received were erroneous in many 
respects. The result was that most of the news 
stories were in a vein that cast reflection on 

MTj, Belluci’s judgment and, further investiga- 
tion shows, this worked an injustice on a man 
who was almost entirely faultless in the matter. 
The purpose of this letter is to correct the 
original impression given and clear Mr. Belluci 
of carelessness. 

Following usual procedure that morning, h« 
began to light the gas ovens with a taper. 
After lighting one oven he started toward 
another to light it and it was then that the 
explosion occurred. He discovered that the 
jets were open on one oven. The only explana- 
tion which can be offered how is that some 

person, possibly a new employe, had attempted 
to light this oven before Mr. Belluci and, fail- 
ing, had neglected to fully turn off the jets, 
thus permitting gas to accumulate. 

It would be appreciated if you can find 
space to print the true story of this incident, 
because one of our finest employes has had 
mental Injury added to physical pain because 
of the aspersion cast upon him originally. Jday 
I add that Mr. Belluci has always shown him- 
self to be one of our most careful, conscientious, 
hard-working supervisors and his injury in line 
OI auiy IS a serious loss to the operation of 
Munitions cafeteria. J. c. NIEHUSS, 

Personnel Manager. 

Retired Old People’s, Plight 
To the Editor ot The Star: 

A well-known economist has argued that 
it might be advantageous to peg inflation at 
some level—the purchasing power of a dollar 
and a half to be equivalent to the prewar 
dollar was suggested. Some of our legislators 
are advocating the advantages of higher than’ 
the present inflation to be gained by those 
of their constituents for whom they speak. 

But these and others who discuss inflation 
generally ignore what it does to persons living 
on a fixed income. 

Laborers, white collar workers, and pro- 
fessional people have received repeated adjust- 
ments in wages and salaries, which, however, 
lag behind inflation. Farmers, business men 

and manufacturers are on the whole well 
pleased with what inflation is doing for 
them. Their gain is at the expense of the 
group living on fixed incomes, the only group 
to which inflation has been a total loss. 

For the most part, the group on fixed in- 
comes is made up of elderly people in retire-* 
ment. The value of their hard-earned dollars 
is being depleted more and-jnore, and it seems 
that no one cares that the present generation 
is robbing the helpless, unorganized, pre- 
ceding generation of their earnings. 

There is some talk of making a slight 
adjustment for retired Government workers, 
who form only a small part of the retired 
group. But the discussions mention only a few 
hundred dollars a year, an adequate adjust- 
ment for those whose income, is about $50 a 
month! Even so, the talk has not resulted in 
action. ONE OF THE FORGOTTEN. 

Traffic Safety Resolution 
To the Editor of The Star: 

Congratulations to you on your editorial in 
The Sunday Star on traffic safety. 

Congratulations also to our local traffic en- 

forcement agencies, namely, Inspector Arthur 
E. Miller and his fine detail of traffic officers. 

I note that there were 72 traffic deaths here 
in the Nation’s Capital in 1947. People just 
seem to take these deaths in stride. A person 
shot, “It’s Just horrible!”, but a person dead in 
a traffic accident is just as dead as a person 
with a bullet in him. Why can’t we be more 
careful and pay more attention to our driving 
and our walking, so we won’t be part of the 
statistics for 1948? 

I think it would be very appropriate for our 

traffic department to use the following slogan: 
"Not Wanted in D. C., Any Traffic Deaths.” 

Let's ell of us make the following resolution 
for 1948 and keep it: “I resolve not to be 
in the traffic death statistics in 1948.” 

A. P. DESTREN. 

No Lowering of Standards 
To the Editor ot The Star: 

The editorial published recently on the short- 
age of cadets and midshipmen at the serv- 
ice academies was a penetrating analysis. 
The writer clearly has shown the difficulties 
confronting the individual who seeks appoint- 
ment to one academy or the other. How- 
ever, I feel that he has placed emphasis 
too heavily on certain difficulties, and possibly 
has chosen the wrong solution to the problems. 

Certainly, the appointment system is unfair 
both to the academies and to a person seeking 
entrance to one of them. Representatives, who 

jealously hold the right to appoint cadets 
and midshipmen, consistently favor the sons 

of those men ,who are in position to help 
them politically. This means that the much 
more capable candidates are neglected. In 

wartime it means that men are killed who 

might have been saved by superior leadership. 
Most Senators and Representatives are not 

of the opinion of Representative Fulton (Penn- 

sylvania), who said: “I lose ten friends for 

every friend I gain by appointing a boy to West 
Point.” If they were, they would abolish the 

present, restricted appointment system for a 

more universal one such as the Coast Guard 
method. Candidates for the Coast Guard 

Academy are selected from the United States 
at large by a competitive mental and physical 
examination. This prevents congressional 
favoritism from producing Coast Guard mid- 
shipmen of inferior quality. 

But evidently, more Representatives cling to 
the views of Representative Hope (Kansas >, who 
believes that the present system is properly 
democratic for a free country. He said that any 

other method might produce a military clique 
such as the Junkers in Germany before 
World War II.* To this argument it can be 
said that an appointment system open to the 
male youth of the United States at large is 

vastly more democratic than the present way 
of restricting appointees to the friends of 

Representatives. 
It is true that the service academies are 

competing with Public Law 346 which gives 
veterans the right to attend college with the 
tuition paid by {he Government. But the vet- 

erans are passing out of the age group for 

appointment. What must worry the super.n- 
tendents of West Point and Annapolis is 
that the youths who have not seen active 

military service are impressed unfavorably 
with what the Army and Navy have to offer 
in the way of work, salaries, social life, etc. 

Undoubtedly, if the entrance requirements 
were lowered the academies’ quotas would 
be filled without difficulty. The solution for 

Letters for publication must bear 
the signature and address of the 
writer, although it is permissible for a 
writer known to The Star to use a 
nom de plume. Please be brief. 

the lack of cadets and midshipmen—the solu- 
tion the editorial proposes—is, a dangerous 
one. Lowering the standards of West Point 
and Annapolis negates the very reason for 
which they were established, and that Is, 
to form an elite cadre which all the Regular 
Army personnel may imitate in peacetime, 
and around which the Reserve Corps may rally 
in a national emergency. Let us not lower 
the standards of the service academies. A 
combination of better public relations, better 
salaries and candidates chosen from the United 
States at large is a more desirable solution. 

TRAVIS L. HOUSER. 

Urges Getting Back to the Past 
To the Editor ol fhe Star: 

It infuriates me when I read, as I did in 

your paper, that the White House still will 
observe meatless and eggless Tuesdays and 

Thursdays, and that at all the receptions and 
festive occasions punch is the only thing 
served. 

These United States, the most powerful of 
nations, should be ashamed that their Presi- 
dent and members of his family cannot have 
the luxurious living and fine foods which they 
properly deserve as the First Family in our 

land. We, the people, should be very happy 
to know that our First Family can dine with 
all the pomp and splendor to which a First 

Family of a nation such as ours is entitled. 
No matter what our beliefs in politics, let us 

not lean so far toward "democracy" as to 
drag every one down to a mean level. 

Let us stop this nonsense of giving our all 
to Europe. Certainly, let us take care of the 

poor and starving as far as it is within our 

power to do so, but let us not pull ourselves 
down to such a low level that none of us will 
be able to give such help in the future. Let 
us take a “tip" from England—we seem to 
be following her in all the wrong ways—and 
give glamour and romance to our First Family 
at least. 

I am a simple American citizen. I have ! 
■worked hard for 25 years, and I have saved 
enough money to take care of sickness. I have 
life insurance and I do not expect a “dole” 
should I get sick, and I Wo not expect a “dole” 
for my old age, although I have been forced 
into having a Social Security card. I want to 
make my living and I always have been 
able to do it in this wonderful land of ours. 

Let us get back to the time when people 
who deserve respect, are given respect; let 
our children be taught to respect their 
teachers and their parents; let them not be 
juvenile delinquents for the sake of "de- 
mbcracy”—let us, in other words, get back 
to respect for each other, and have a Govern- 
ment for the people and by the people. 

So let us all get down to work. Let’s put 
away our own money and build some interest 
upon it rather than let the Government build 
up interest and hand it to us later. And above 
all, let us give homage and respect where 
homage and respect are due, and let us not 

deny to our President, the representative of 
our land, his right to live as befits his title 
and station in life. Let us be proud we are 
able to see him live in a style which befits 
a President, just as we would be proud to 
see our own families live in the style which 
befits our station in living. In other words, 
let us respect each other. W. J. R. 

Dissents From Mr. Richberg’s Views 
To the Editor of The 8tar: 

After reading the subtle but vicious article 
by Donald Rlchberg on January 4, relating to 
the report of the President’s Committee on 
Civil Rights, I could appreciate more the rea- 
sons for the difficulties faced in reaching a 

solution to the “race problem” peculiar to our 
country. 

In evaluating the writer’s trend of thought 
in regard to whether an individual has a right 
to work and live wherever and with whomever 
he pleases, and his opposition to the enactment 
of a Federal Fair Employment Practices Act, 
the author deliberately camouflages the subject 
by confusing social equalities with political 
and economic equalities. I maintain that a 

correction of present injustices through the 
courts would go a long way in making the indi- 
vidual, by his own choice, willing to meet all 
fellow Americans on a common level. It would 
also serve to counteract the ill-feeling toward 
others induced by this type of article, written 
with the underhanded technique of swaying 
the opinion of readers through the use of unre- 

lated subtleties, such as the writer used in 
speaking of inequalities resultant from "differ- 
ing abilities. If the author ever had com- 

pared statistics dealing with the inequalities 
of separate educational facilities, he would be 
aware of the fact that there is no superior 
race, only superior opportunity. The writer 
further attempts to influence the readers’ 
thoughts through contradictory statements 
such as that liberties will be lessened as more 

and more people receive their civil rights. To 
analyze this statement, how does it follow in 
any school of thought, that the basic rights of 
individuals will be lost through the expansion 
of civil rights for all? 

Such an article make one wonder if the 
writer could have enough insight to imagine 
himself a member of another race, walking the 
streets of this country, with the knowledge that 
he could be victimized through mob violence on 

the least provocation or that some member of 
his family criminally could be assaulted with 
the criminal going unpunished for his crime 
though proved guilty. 

Let us hope that readers will not be duped 
by this type of article, but instead will analyze 
it and its many contradictions, so that at the 
conclusion of their reading, they will not be 
coerced into the beliefs of the writer, but will 
feel that complete civil rights for all are worth 
upholding and fighting for at any cost. 

JAMES L. WASHINGTON. 

President’s Inconsistency Noted 
To the Editor of The Star: 

What a travesty today on “the land of the 
free” as the administration presses its deter- 
mination to enforce peacetime rationing of 
food! 

Shades of the “police state,” the President’s 
own designation of this only a few weeks ago. 

Now Mr. Truman is requesting bigger and 
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From the monster—totalitarianism—Good 
Lord deliver us. ‘‘Have we not had enough?” 

P. J. S. 

Decentralization as a Cure 
To the Xdltor of The Star: 

Please let me express my appreciation of 
Donald R. Richberg’s article appearing in The 

Sunday Star, January 4, and heartily indorse 
the letter of Sydney B. Smith published in 

The Star, January 7. To me this is one of the 
straws in the wind indicating that our coun- 

try is returning to sanity. Let me say further 
that I believe decentralization is the answer 

to mo6t of (he wortd's present ills. Democracy 
works best from the bottom up, not from the 

top down. * Let Congress clip the wings of 

the Federal bureaucracy, and give back to the 
States their proper functions. In Kentucky, 
the community council idea is being applied 
effectively on a State-wride basis, and is gain- 
ing nation-wide recognition. That is real 

democracy. DONALD E. HARE. 

The Political Mill 

Eisenhower Slate Entry 
In Other States Due 

* 

Silence on New Hampshire Primary 
Puts Name on Convention List 

By Gould Lincoln 
The name of Gen. Dwight D. Eisenhower is 

on its way to presentation for a Republican 
presidential nomination at the GOP National 
Convention in June. Gen. Eisenhower’s de- 
cision to make no statement on the entry of 
Eisenhower-pledged delegates into the New 
Hampshire primary makes it virtually certain. 
Indeed, only one of two things could now pre- 
vent Gen. Eisenhower from becoming a candi- 
date; first, he could say he would not accept a 

nomination, and second, the campaign for 
Eisenhower delegates could prove a flop. Judg- 
ing, however, from recent public sentiment 
polls, the second is unlikely. 

The entry of Eisenhower-for-Presldent dele- 
gate candidates in other primary States— 
among them Nebraska, Oregon, Wisconsin, New 
Jersey, Pennsylvania, etc., seems sure to follow. 
Naturally the Eisenhower-for-Presldent organi- 
zation, now working out of New Tork, will have 
to decide which States to enter their man— 

particularly since Gen. Eisenhower apparently 
is washing his hands of the whole affair. The 
organization would be taking a long chance If 
it should undertake to place a slate of delegates 
In the Wisconsin primary and the New York 
primary, both of which take place on April 6— 
less than a month following the New Hamp- 
shire primary which is the first and on March 9. 

Moves for MacArthur. 
In Wisconsin the friends of Gen. Douglas 

MacArthur are filing a slate of MacArthur 
delegates. If Gen. MacArthur remains silent 
after the filing is made, he will be recognized, 
along with Gen. Eisenhower, as a receptive 
candidate for a presidential nomination, too. 
In a race between Gens. MacArthur and Eisen- 
hower for delegates in Wisconsin, Gen. Eisen- 
hower would have little chance. So far as 
New York is concerned, Gen. Eisenhower would 
have to buck a strong Dewey organization. 
However, it may be the decision of the Eisen- 
hower people to follow an audacious line—and 
tackle the major candidates like Messrs. Dewey 
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as well as In others. Under the Ohio primary 
law, however. Gen. Eisenhower would have to 

give his consent to the entry of Eisenhower 
delegate candidates. 

Gen. Eisenhower has endeavored for months 
to keep aloof from the political campaign. He 
has made statement after statement to th#' 
efTect he wished to have nothing to do with 
politics and that he was not a candidate for 
the presidency. The one thing he failed to 
do, however, was to declare he could not be 
drafted—that he would not accept a nomina- 
tion. This failure, whether rightly or wrongly, 
has been interpreted as meaning that Eisen- 
hower is at least receptive, and would take a 

nomination if It came to him. The only thing 
he has made clear is that he will not go out 
and work for one, and that he will not give his 
friends encouragement in their. campaign to 
bring him the nomination. 

The picture which Gen. Eisenhower presents 
today, therefore, is that of a man waiting for a 

nomination to be tossed into his lap. And pre- 
sumably if that happens he will accept with 
alacrity. In other words, he does not want to 
go down into the heat of the political market 
place and fight for this nomination—but if the 
Republicans, in national convention, turn to 
him and ask him to accept a nomination he 
will do so. 

Trouble and Expense. 
His admirers and supporters are engaged now 

in an active campaign—a campaign that is 
going to cost money. If he does not want and 
will not take a presidential nomination, he 
could save these friends and admirers a lot of 
trouble and expense if he would say now he 
could not be drafted. 

Gen. Eisenhower will run a risk of being 
charged with hypocrisy, of declaring, as the 
statement issued for him by Maj, Gen. Parks 
says. “He wants nothing to do with politics” 
while leaving himself free to accept a presi- 
dential nomination if it comes his way. 

Gen. Eisenhower has great qualities. He has 
captured the imagination of the American 
people because of his great achievements during 
World War II. There is no reason why he 
should not be a candidate for President or 

accept a nomination for President if it comes 
to him—unless It could be successfully urged 
that no military man should be elected Presi- 
dent, and that I do not believe. But it does 
seem that there should be some light thrown 
on the present situation. 

Questions and Answers 
A reader can cet tile answer to any question 

of fact bv writing The Evening Star Information 
Bureau. 316 I street N.E.. Washington 2. D. C. 
Please Inclose 3 cents for return nostare. 

By THE HASKIX SERVICE. 
Q. Is there a sea In the Antarctic named 

for the late President Franklin D. Roosevelt? 
—R. B. 

A. According to the Federal Board of Geo- 
graphic Names, the late President declined 
having a sea named for him because Norway 
had previously named It in honor of the ex- 
plorer Roald Amundsen. 

Q. How many dog racing tracks are there 
and which is the most popular?—J. L. 

A. According to the new Encyclopedia of 
Sports by Frank Menke, sports authority, 
there were 16 tracks in operation in 1946— 
one In Arizona, one in Oregon, three in Massa- 
chusetts, and 11 in Florida. Wonderland track 
at Revere, Mass., drew about 2.000,000 paid 
patrons, apparently a record for one track 
during a single season 

Q. What is the dally cost of feeding a soldier 
of the United States Army?—N. B. E. 

A. In September, 1947, the daily cost of a 

soldier’s food was reported to be 98 cents. 
One year earlier it was 49 cents. 

Q. What college or university has the most 
football players?—D. R. E. 

A. It is believed that the United States 
Naval Academy, Annapolis, Md., has more 

students playing regular football than any 
university. 

Q. When did OPA go out of existence?— 
8. C. t 

A. On December 12, 1946, President Truman * 

created the Office of Temporary Controls and 
several other emergency organizations. MaJ 
Gen. Philip B. Fleming was made head of 
the Office of Temporary Controls. The Office 
of Temporary Controls was ordered by Presi- 
dent Truman to disband In June, 1947. 

Lines to An Old Bed Sheet 
A hundred years ago you were blue flax 
Blowing in Ireland—wild and unexpressed; 
Today you hold the wraiths of fragrant wax 

My mother’s mother’s sadirons caressed 
Into your length—secrets of pinks and 

clover; * 

There are some little scar-like seams ; 
between 

Your careful folds: once you were snagged 
by Rover, 

Once by a small scared ghost on Halloween. 
You tented giggling children; served as 

shroud £ 
For the piano when we were away; 
But you are quite as beautiful and proud 
As you were, gift-wrapped, on that wedding 

day, 
When Grandma, in white lace and pearls, 

untied 
The ribbons, blushing as befit a bridel 

COSETTE MIDDLETON. 
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