
Capital Careers 
By Margaret Child 

Night Club Singer Dona Mason 
looks exactly like a girl who is not 
« night club singer. At least, not 
the usual movie-and-novel type— 
tall, slinky, 
husky- voiced 
and with blond 
hair hanging 
limply over one 

aide of the face. 
Dona is a 

petite 5 feet, has 
light brown hair 
which she wears 
in a dignified 
upsweep, and a 

musical voice. 
8he has been 
singing m puouc 

I Bince she was an 
even smaller 

;muchachita, Dona Muon, 

newly arrived in Hollywood from 
Mexico. While other, girls were 

puzzling over which dress to wear 
to a school prom. Dona was choosing 
gowns to sing in at Clara Bow's old 
“it” Club, the Florentine Gardens 
and other Hollywood night spots. 
There followed a three-year hitch in 
the WAVES and Dona came to 
Washington to resume her singing 
career. Or to try to. "Singers, they 
were a dime a dozen,” she says. 

Acting as her own agent, as she 
has always done, Dona set out to 
audition from club to club. Even- 

■ tually, there had to be someone who 
knew a good thing when he heard 
it, and it turned out to be Vin Gal- 
lagher of the King Cole room. Dona 
has been there ever since, over a 

year now. Washington's night club 
columnists, who also know a good 
thing, say she is a worthy successor 
to Evelyn Knight. There may be a 

foot less of Dona than there was of 
Evelyn, but there has been no de- 
crease in the quality of the King 
Cole's star. 

At present Dona is on loan to the 
swank Flame room of Minneapolis’ 
Hotel Radisson for three weeks. 
After that back to the King Cole, 
to WTOP and her Saturday night 
show with Jerry Carter, and to 
whatever else fortune and her talent 
may bring. She isn’t setting any 
goals, at least not for the record. 
Naturally she wants to go as far up 
•s possible, because to Dona singing 
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By Barbara Bell 
Even if you're new at sewing you 

can turn out this lovely frock with 
ease. It's cut all in one with a 

drawstring at the waistline for snug- 
ness. Why not make several in dif- 
ferent materials. 

Barbara Bell pattern No. 1743 is 
designed for sizes 12, 14, 16, 18 and 
20. Size 14 requires 3 yards of 39- 
inch fabric. 

For this pattern, send 25 cents, in 
coins, your name, address, pattern 
number and size wanted to Barbara 
Bell, The Washington Star. P. O. 
Box 99, Station G, New York 19, 
N. Y. 

The spring and summer Fashion 
will be a dependable guide in your 
spring sewing plans. Special de- 
signs, fashion tips, free pattern 
printed in the book, 25 cents. 

1243* 
By Peggy Roberts 

Create this masterpiece for your 
living room, den or foyer with a 

needle and embroidery floss. The 
rich browns and vivid greens are 

high lighted with bright yellow, red 
and orange. If you wish to make 
the picture larger, eliminate the 
ropelike outer edge. Simple stitch- 
ery makes for relaxation and pleas- 
ure. 

Pattern envelope No. R2433 con- 

tains hot-iron transfer for design, 
color chart, stitch illustrations and 
full directions. 

To obtain this pattern, send 15 
cents in coins, giving pattern num- 
ber. your name, address and zone 

number to Peggy Roberts. The 
Washington Star. P. O Box 100, 
Station G.-ljjw York 19, N. Y. 

is literally everything. There were 
times in the slim days when maybe 
another girl would have thrown it 
all over for a steady paying job In 
some other Held. But Dona would 
rather sing for doughnuts than work 
at something else that pays off in 
dollars. 

And that is the advice she would 
give other young girls who want to 
be vocalists. Get out and get a 
job singing and don't be too proud 
to take whatever openings come 
along. 

Dona's diplomat father and her 
mother were both quite musical and 
she inherited their talents for both 
singing and dancing. She has never 
had a singing lesson in her life, her 
soft, “relaxed” type is completely 
natural, like the girl herself. In 
fact, Dona feels it would be a mis- 
take for any girl who is already a 
natural singer to take lessons. “It’s 
just as though you were a golfer 
shooting in the 80s (which she is)” 
she explains. "There’s no reason 
for you to take lessons and they 
could throw your whole game off.” 

When Dona isn’t in the King Cole 
Room or on the golf course she can 

usually be found at the movies. 
They don’t come too unimportant or 
too bad for her. And when she has 
seen all the pictures in town and 
the golf course is under the weather, 
she occupies herself making a dress 
or designing a new piece of furni- 
ture for her apartment at the 
Claridge. The apartment’s decor is 
by Mason, from the bright red cur- 
tains to the numerous bookshelves. 

Dona shares the apartment with 

Ser collection of dolls and Hi Jinx 
nd rigaro. The litter are two of 

the prettiest and most highly 
trained angel fish to be found any- 
where. They eat their food off the 
tip of Dona’s fingernail and have 
grown husky in her care despite the 
fact that when she first bought 
them she did everything wrong. “I 
fed them the wrong food, had them 
in the wrong kind of water and 
everything. How they lived I’ll never 

know!” 
However, Dona has no intention 

of going through life alone with her 
angel fish. She firmly believes mar- 
riage and a career are quite easily 
mixed. “I’ll just wait until I find 
a fellow who likes me and likes my 
singing too,” she explains. The 
line has already formed. 
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Spring will see sashes, built-up waistlines, capes'and layer pleats making fashion news for the American women. 

Pictured are the spring trends mentioned that are sprinkled throughout the designer collections being reported on 

from New York by Eleni this week and next. —n. y. d. i. photo*. 

m --M Readers’ Clearing! House -■ 
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REMODELING HOUSE. 

(From S. A. V., Washington.) 
For Mrs. S. S„ Alexandria: Mrs. 

S. S. is fortunate to have an old 
house to remodel, if she has been 
bitten by the bug of old-house lov- 
ers! There are books on the mar- 

ket to help, and one of the most 
practical is ‘‘Old American Houses," 
by Henry Lionel Williams and Ot- 
talie K. Williams. Doubleday & 
Co., Garden City, New York, N. Y. 
(1946). The authors also act as 

counselors on restoration of old 
houses: They may be reached 
through their publishers. 

From my own experience: Be 
careful about pulling down parti- 
tions, as it often entirely spoils the 
character of the old house, if that 
is what you want to preserve. In 
our house there are lovely four- 
folding doors, separating the pres- 
ent living room and library, but 
formerly closing off bedroom from 
the parlor. They are one of the dis- 
tinctive features of the house, but 
an expert builder’s first suggestion 
was to take them down and make 
one large room. Another thing, 
treasure every bit of old hardware. 
In the above book there is a chapter 
on hardware. 

* * * * 

VENETIAN BLIND 
REFINISHING 

(From Mrs. W. L. C„ Arlington.) 
Answering Mrs. H. C. M.’s re- 

quest: I, too, purchased an old 
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Why Grow 

By Josephine Lowman 
The other day a letter came across 

my desk which poses a problem so 

many women have that I am pub- 
lishing part of it here. 
It said: “I have been married two 

ind a half years. The first year I 
was married I gained 10 pounds, 
rhe second year our baby arrived 
md I was left with an additional 
10 pounds, which makes me 20 
pounds heavier than I was when I 
walked down the aisle and prom- 
ised to love and obey. 

“It would be difficult for me to 
tell you the effect this has had 
on me. I have lost interest in 
clothes. I feel self-conscious, where- 
as I was a person who liked people 
and social functions. My husband 
is nice, but looks a little bewildered 
and says, ‘Why don't you lose it?’ 

“Is it a colossal job? Could I 
do just one or two exercises which 
will accomplish many things? As 

you can well imagine, I do not 
have much time, with the baby and 
all of my housework. Please help 
me out!" 

What a smart little lady to want 
to get rid of the personality and 
beauty handicap without delay! You 
can lose weight no matter how long 
you have had it, but it is wise to 

go after those 10 or 15 or 20 pounds 
soon after they appear. In the first 
place, if you have gained 20 pounds 
this rapidly, you will probably have 
another 5 or 10 pounds before long. 
Then, too. it is easier to lose with- 
out resulting lines of flabbiness 
when you do not delay. 

In this instance the little lady 
>v iu nave tu 

as exercise, but there are several 
exercises which will, as she says, 
•do many things.” 

This is one: Lie on the floor on 

your back with your legs straight 
and your arms on the floor, extend- 
ing straight out from your shoul- 
ders. Palms are on the floor. Bend 
your left knee up close to your 
stomach. Cross the left knee over 

and touch it to the floor on the 
outside of your right leg. Lift knee, 
straighten it, and return leg to the 
floor. Bend your right knee and 
touch the floor on the outside of 
your left leg. Lift right knee, 
straighten it, and return right leg 
to the floor. Continue, alternating 
left and right. Keep your finger 
tips on the floor and let your hips 
roll. This is splendid for the waist, 
hips and thighs. It also gives the 
abdominal muscles a mild workout. 

Of course, you did not have to 

gain that weight during pregnancy! 
If you wish to have my leaflet 

No. 21, “Care During Pregnancy,” 
send a stamped, self-addressed en- 

velope with your request for it to 
Josephine Lowman, in care of The 
Evening St^r. 

home which needed loads of little 
things done. I refinished my Vene- 
tian blinds myself and did a beau- 
tiful job of it. I took one at a 

time and took them all apart, 
washed tapes and bought new cord 
at 5 cents a yard. I painted each 
slat on both sides and stood on end 
to dry. I used enamel for the job. 

* * * * 

PIANO INSTRUCTIONS. 

(From Mrs. J. A. P., Alexandria.) 
In answer to Mrs. A. P. H„ 

Washington, about her son taking 
piano lessons. I believe you would 
be better satisfied if you put him 
with a private teacher. And I 
would be very careful about selecting 
a teacher for him. I sent my daugh- 
ter, aged 10, to a teacher for two 
years, and she played the piano 
beautifully. My husband and I 
were thrilled over her progress, but 
suddenly we found out she was 

learning everything by note teach- 
ing. She did not understand how 
to count the time to anything she 
played and her note reading was 

very poor. I never took music 
myself so I could not detect her 
faults so well. But we stopped the 
lessons for several months and got 
a new Wrror che 1c apt. 

ting along all right. This teacher 
has her count the time and sing 
the time to everything she studies, 
but it was hard for her to make 
a new start. The school she attends 
has a music instructor, but she 
only teaches singing of songs and 
puts notations on the board for 
the class to read. I don't see how 
a child could apply that study to 
his own material at homfe, he would 
be sure to get something wrong 
and maybe he would lose interest 
in all of it. 

* * * * 

“THANK YOU" NOTE. 
(From Mrs. B. R. W., Washington.) 

Please express our sincere thanks 
through your very fine column to 
Mrs. G. G. D„ Alexandria, for fur- 
nishing the recipe for fondu some 
time ago. We have enjoyed it sev- 

eral times. 
* * * * 

“LORELEI?” 
(From Mrs. A. S., Fairfax.) 

Maybe I can help Mrs. R. D. E. 
of Brookville with this information. 
I have a very old recording by Mme. 
Ernestine Schumann-Heink of the 
Lorelei by Victor. The number is 
88547. I wonder if by knowing the 
number she can get this record 
from the Victor Recording Co. 
My record is badly scratched, but I 
still like to play this number by 
this great artist. 

Contributions and requests 
must be accompanied by the 
sender’s full name and address. 
We will withhold both and use 

only initials. Please address 
mail to the Readers’ Clearing 
House, Woman’s Page, The 
Evening Star, Washington 4. 

Views expressed in the Clear- 
ing House are not necessarily 
those of The Star and, as it 
is obviously impossible for us 

to test all recipes submitted, we 

cannot assume responsibility for 
them. Betsy Caswell 

RUG MADE SMALLER? 
f.From Mrs. R. M. T., Washington.) 

I have recently received as a gift 
a 9xl2-foot rug. This rug has been 
used for several years but is still 
in good condition. It is too large 
for the room in which I desire to 
use it. I would like to have it made 
smaller. Do any of the readers know 
if I could get this done? 

* * * * 

ELECTRIC BLANKET. 
(From Mrs. E. S. N., Washington.) 

We've had ours a year and it is 
grand. Turn it on about a half horn- 
before ready to get in bed and it is 
a wonderful feeling to have such a 
warm bed. Except for one month 
when I had been ill, we have not 
seen much difference in electric 
bills. Ours only has one control unit 
but we could never give it up for 
anything but one with two units. 

Aunt Het 

By ROBERT QUILLEN. 

It looks like Pa’s best 
friends are men who are 
about as well fixed as he is. 
Neither one is afraid the 
other ivill ask him for a loan. 

Dorothy Dix Says 
Alter sitting ior many years at 

the listening post and giving ear to 
the wails of the unhappily married, 
I am convinced that the sins that 
men commit against the holy estate 
are sins of omission, while the sins 
that women commit against it are 

sins of commission. 
Undoubtedly most men and women 

marry because they are \f\ love with 
each other, or think that they are, 
and 'with the intention of making 
each other happy, but only too often 
their fine plans get side-tracked and 
they find themselves joining the 
procession to the divorce courts, or 

else engaged in never-ending do- 
mestic strife. 

And the poor, disappointed, un- 

happy husbands and wives don’t 
know how it happened that their 
marriages have gone blooey. They 
are honorable and upright people 
who have tried to (Jo their duty. The 
husband has been a good provider. 
The wife a good cook. Neither one 
has been a philanderer. Yet there 
it is—their home a place of torment, 
their marriage degenerated into be- 
ing nothing but an endurance test. 

And neither one of them even sus- 

pects that the reason their marriage] 
has gone on the rocks is because of 
the things the hsuband didn’t do, 
and because of the things that the 
wife did do. Each had a different 
conception of what marriage meant 
and a different plan for playing the 
game, and they lost out because that 
wasn’t at all what the other party 
wanted. 

The man’s ideal of being a good 
husband was for him to settle down 
after he was married and rest his 
feet. To think that his Maria hung 
the moon, but never to mention her 
athletic feat. To feed her on filet 
mignon, ud neve1 row over bills, 

ana to give her a check on her 
birthday, if his secretary reminded 
him of it, and tell her to buy her- 
self something nice because he 
didn’t know what she wanted. 

These' duties done, his soul rested 
in peace, and it positively never oc- 
curred to him that he was wreck- 
ing his marriage by committing the 
sin of omission, which is the hardest 
one for any woman to forgive, for 
it strips all the glamour of being a 

l&dy love from her and turns her 
into just a household convenience. 
There are thousands of women who 
have charge accounts at the best 
stores and whose husbands never 

say an unkind word to them, but 
whose husbands never give them a 
kiss that isn’t an insult it is so 

flabbjfc or take them stepping of 
an evening, or do anything to make 
life interesting and entertaining to 
them. 

But if men turn many a mar- 

riage that should have been a great 
success into a ghastly failure by 
their neglect, woman do their share 
of sabotaging the holy estate by 
electing themselves supreme rulers 
of their homes and they-who-must- 
be-obeyed. Many a man, who 
thought he was espousing a soft, 
gentle, angel child who would eat 
out of his hands, finds that he has 
married a grinding tyrant who has 
crushed every joy of life out of him. 

Never again will he be allowed 
to worship God according to the 
dictates of his own conscience, or 
eat the kind of food he likes, or 

buy his own neckties. Friend wife 
wiil take charge of him as if he 
were an imbecile little boy. 

And his wife will never under- 
stand why their marriage is such a 
dismal failure and her husband al- 
ways .looks so glum and depressed. | 

WINE PUNCH. 
(From Mrs. R. W. M., Washington.) 

For A. P. H., Washington, who 
wanted a recipe for wine punch, 
here is a delicious one which I have 
made from time to time. 

Wine punch (amount, 1 gallon): 
One and u pints of wine, 1 pint 
of rum, 1 pound sugar, 1 pint of 
gingerale, 1 pint of soda water, juice 
of 12 lemons, juice of 6 oranges, 1 
pint of cold tea (4 ounces of tea 
will make right strength). 

I have used both sauterne and 
burgandy in this punch, but prefer 
the punch made with sauterne. 

* * * * 

DIVINITY FUDGE? 
From Mrs. L. S. L., Washington.) 

Can any one give me a recipe for 
the mixing of divinity fudge, that 
is made of powdered sugar, marsh-! 
mallow mix and grated chocolate? 
It is wonderful when properly made. 
I have lost my recipe. 

* * * * 

PAINTING UPHOLSTERY? 
PAINTING LINOLEUM. 

(From Mrs. M. P., Washington.) 
I wonder if any one has had expe- 

rience with painting or dyeing up- 
holstery on the furniture.. We have 
a couch covered with light-hued, 
single-color heavy mohair. It has 
worn beautifully except for streaky 
fading. Now sandy-colored, we 

would like to paint or dye it dark 
blue or dark green. Has any one 

done such work successfully? 
In exchange, would like to answer 

the many requests I have seen in 
your wonderful column about paint- i 
ing linoleum. We did it successfully j 
by combining one-third wall enamel! 
with two-thirds floor enamel. The 

straight floor enamel does not have, 
enough body to cover badly worn, 
patterned linoleum with less than 
three coats W'hile wall enamel alone 
does not wear well. We used only 
1 coat of the combination. 

* * * * 

TO CLEAN STUFFED ANIMALS? 
PATTERN WANTED? 

(From Mrs. W. C„ Arlington.) 
Can some one please tell me how 

I can clean a Gund stuffed animal? 
I have a collection of them and after 
displaying them for some time they 
are beginning to look dingy. I value 
each one, so would not like to have 
to part with even the oldest. 

Also, could some one tell me where 
I could find a crochet pattern for 
a small evening bag made of red 
corde thread? Thank you very 
much for any information available. 

* * * * 

DIPPING CHOCOLATE 
(From Mrs. B. H. H., Arlington.) 
To Mrs. A. P. H. in regard to 

dipping chocolate, To dip chocolate 
candy and have (the finished product 
come out. looking dark and shiny, 
melt chocolate at 100 to 109 degrees, 
no higher. Enrobe at 87 to 90 de- 

grees and hand dip at 84 to 88 de-j 
grees. Temperatures of dipping 
room and storage for finished work 
62 to 71 degrees, Important: Im- 
mediately after dipping drop tem- 
perature quickly to 50 degrees to 
insure high gloss. Also be sure that 
after chocolate is melted it is worked 
for a lengthy time with a spoon or 

better still, the hand. 

(From Mrs. S. B. J., Colmar Manor.) 
Dipping chocolate: Great care 

must be taken in melting choco- 
late. Shave it. Put in double boiler, 
that fits together snugly, as steam 
and drops of water will spoil your 
chocolate. Melt over hot water, not 
boiling, stirring until all melted. 
Use hard fat to dilute. I do not 
know where this can be purchased 
here as I am a stranger here. How- 
ever, I would suggest some chocolate 
supply house. 

When chocolate and hard fat have 
melted and are well blended spoon 
some of the chocolate onto a plate, 
pie pan or platter, not necessarily 
a marble slab. Cool, stirring to at 
least 98 degrees or less. Have cen- 
ters warm. Now you are ready to 
dip. Do you use a dipping fork or 

your hand? Your trouble may be 
there. Chocolate dipping is very 
tricky. How do you cool them after 
they are dipped? Don’t dip in a 
steam-filled room. Try some innert 
sugar in your centers. Set them 
away after dipping for several 
months to ripen. Again watch your 
temperature. Do not store in a hot 
place. 

xu me xauy wnu wanieu an nun 

cord that fastens to the ironing' 
board and has a spring for the cord 
to slide through. This may be pur- 
chased at a large automotive supply 
store. 

* * * * 

ADDRESS. 
(From P. P„ Washington.) 

For Mrs. W. P., Suitland: The 
address on a Laura Wheeler De- 
sign book I have is Needlecraft 
Department, 82 Eighth avenue, New 
York 11, N. Y. 

CAMERAS 
• sold on Credit 
• Bought for Cash 
• Exchanged 
• Repaired—24-Hour 

Sommers Camera Ex. 
1410 New York Avenue 

_ME. 0992_ 

you CANT WISH FOU. 
A BETTER COFFEE... 

tHats WliKINS.' 
ifn'r it BtneK to tuv rut BEST/_ 

LADIES 
CONFIDENTIALLY 

We all know that a properly fitted corset helps the 

office and Government worker to do more efficient 
work. The correct corset lifts, supports the abdomen 
and fives the back marvelous support. 

Come in or call for appointment with our lady fitter. 

Also Utters for men’s trusses and supports. 

KLOMAN INSTRUMENT CO. 
1822 Eye St. N.W., Opp. Doctors Hospital. Phone NA. 6566 

HOURS: Dally » A.M. to 8:30 P.M. SATTRDAYS. 9 A.M. to 1 P.M. 
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Watch for Roundup! 
By Eleni 

NEW YORK, N. Y.—Here are a 
few of the spring and summer 1948 
trends that are being shown to fash- 
ion editors from all over the country 
this week and on into next. These 
are the trends noted briefly. Our 
fashion stories will bear out the 
story in a more complete manner. 

Look for shoulder pads onpe again. 
There was talk last season of its 
being a padless year. No truth to it. 
Spring and summer things will fea- 
ture rounded shoulder pads. The 
sloping shoulderline American wom- 
en discovered really didn't do too 
much for them. Color will be 
"bustin’ out all over” the spring 
scene. Colors that recall blue and 
bad winter days will make way for 
spring and summer shades of beige, 
gray, bright navy, pink and orange 
tones.... Waistlines will travel from 
bosom to hipbone. Dresses featur- 
ing, them will either be molded in 
a tight princess line (also the coat 
line for spring) or wrapped with 
wide, wide cumberbunds or sashes. 

Collars are to be high wing af- 
fairs and the Gibson Girl look still 
permeates the collections as it did 
last fall. .. 

The longer skirt has modified it- 
self and the hemline appears to 
have undergone a stabilization plan. 
It appears to have been “stopped 
cold” at 13 inches for day clothes. 
... Evening clothes have undergone 
a strict romantic treatment and are 

big, bouffant and just plain pretty. 
They are stiffened with crinoline, 
horsehair petticoats and some have 
hoops. The ankle-length for eve- 
ning clothes is favored. 

Spring, ’48, will find the same two 
“looks” that fashion last fall de- 
creed would be worn. The full or 

superslim silhouette this spring will 
break out in a simulated fullness 
through fan pleating. Petticoats, 
flounces and tiers are spring ideas. 
Pull out grandma’s swishy taffeta 
petticoats and her cotton lovelies;! 
they’ll be much the rage. Tissue 
taffetas, tissue failles, rustling as 

jou walk will be the spring sounds 
that will be heard. ... j 

I 
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Tonight A BUe „ 
in each nostril quickly opens up 
nasal passages to relieve stuffy 
transient congestion. Invites rest- 
ful sleep. Relieves sniffly, sneezy 
distress of head colds. Follow direc- 
tions in the package. Try ltl 

VICKS VATROHOI 

Dress lines will look as if they 
have been fashioned by architects. 
... Yokes will become sleeves, arm- 

holes will extend into side godets. 
there will be the “built-in” idea in- 
terpreted in clothing through sus- 
penders and sashes. These are all 
a part of the “fusion” idea in sil- 
houette that is the new pet of the 
dress designers. 

Lavendar and “new lace” will be a 
spring attraction. Violet-hued out- 
fits will be popular and a new 
Schiffii embroidery giving the effect 
of lace laid over fabric is news. 
Capes and capelets complete the 
fashion picture of spring. 1948. 
The majority of the dress designers 
feel that this spring and summer 
will see the crystalization of the 
good fashion designs launched last 
fall. Exhibitionism is “out” and 
smart women will be able to wear 
many different types of clothes, but 
always looking ladylike, neat and 
not gaudy. Dropped necklines 
continue to find favor and the soft 
quality of a costume will triumph 
over lavish display. 
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RUGS 
WASHED- REPAIRED 

STORED 
Lowest Prices for 

Finest Work 
Why Take a Chance? 

Fan Insurance Corerate 

Halation Stott. Cot 
litablishtd 1920 

3316 P St. N.W. DU. 4100 

"My husband 

actually raves 

about them!” 

<5 
CHEESE WAFERS ^ 

K££BL£r\ 

Menu Idea 
tor — 

Ibday 
With the Fine Flavor 

of Blue Plate 
Mayonnaise 

I ‘^rssfl. I 

I .nti.p^)SP7*tiledg„ of breads J 

Lbroiler 
5 min. or 

4open»ndwiche»-^^ «■» 

Made by the Wesson Oil People 
as you'd make it at home 

—with the finest salad oil 

BLUE PLATE 
MAYONNAISE 

£ 


