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Truman Demands Power to Curb 
Inflation, Warning That Nation 
Is Heading for 'Serious' Slump 

Calls for Standby 
Price, Wage and 
Ration Authority 

By Sterling F. Green 
Associated Press Staff Writer 

President Truman declared 

today that American prosperity 
Is riding a “wave of inflation” 
toward the peril of a “serious” 
business sluriip. 

Keying his second annual eco- 

nomic report to a renewed plea for 

legislative power to cope with soar- 

ing prices, the Chief Executive told 

the Republican-Controlled Congress: 
“The American people are keenly 

aware that inflation is the dominant 
problem in our aaffirs.” 

Mr. Truman used urgent words in 
demanding once again the full-10- 
point anti-inflation program which 
the lawmakers refused him during 
last fall's special session. He as- 

serted that standby price, wage and 
rationing authority are “needed, 
needed badly, and needed promptly.” 

Calls for Price Cuts. 
In addition to congressional action, 

the President called on business to 
tut prices wherever possible, “fore- 
going a quick and dangerous excess 

profit in favor of long-run'stability.” 
And he urged labor to be “moder- 

ate” In its tmrd round wage ae- j 
mantis. 

Nor did he yield any ground on 

taxes. * 

He insisted that the $7,500,000,000 
Treasury surplus now in sight for 
next June 30 must be used to lower 
the national debt, not cut tax rates 

as the Republicans are determined 
to do. 

And Mr. Truman repeated his 
proposal for a $40-a-person "cost of 
living” income tax cut to be made 
up bv higher taxes on corporations. 

After reciting record-breaking; 
gains during 1947 in nearly every; 
phase of economic activity, the Chief 
Executive forecast "another year of\ 
splendid achievement.” 

Fears Runaway Prices. 
But he took alarm as well as pride i 

in the advances. 
"Unless we as a Nation show an 

ability to impose restraints on our- 

selves and to utilize the machinery 
of our representative Government to 

devise well-considered regulatory 
measures, we stand in great danger 
that runaway prices, over-extended 
credit and unbalanced developments; 
will lead to an economic recession. ! 

“We cannot be sure that such a ; 

recession would not be severe and j 
recovery slow and painful.” 

Mr. Truman added: "When an 

inflation is in progress, there is no 

way of predicting when it will break : 

of its own accord. One can only be 
certain that, if permitted to run its | 
own course, it will break with de- 
structive force.” 

The economic report, last of three 

major White riouse messages to the ! 
new session of Congress, set these 
national goals for 1948: 

1. A 3 per cent gain in production. 
Last year's target of 5 per cent was 

narrowly missed—7 per cent more 

goods was turned out but fewer 
services, such as medical, laundry 
and the like, were made available. 

2. Jobs for 59,000,000 as a year- 
long average. This is 1,000,000 above 
the 1947 figure even though last j 
year’s June peak topped the so- 
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60.000.000 jobs. 
3. The start of a broad social, 

public welfare, resources conserva- 

tion and industrial development 
program designed to immunize the 
Nation from “periodic depressions" 
and to provide Americans with 
“richer and more satisfying lives." 

Better Income Distributions. 
More income for consumers will 

be needed, Mr. Truman said, to keep 1 

production up when exports fall off, 
when credit shrinks and when sav-! 
ings are reduced, and “more con- 

sumer income must be accompa-; 
(See TRUMAN, Page A~6.) 

U. S. Air Base in Libya 
Is Approved by Britain 

By th« Associated Press 

LONDON. Jan. 14.—A Foreign 
Office spokesman said today that 
Great Britain had conditionally ap- 
proved an American plan to reopen 
an important wartime air base in 

Libya, the former Italian colony 
in North Africa which this country 
administers. 

The field is ■ at Mellaha, near 

Tripoli. It is important strategi- 
cally to the Central and Eastern 

Mediterranean. The spokesman said- 
it would be used by the Air Trans- 

port Command. 
British apprctval was made condi- 

tional on the outcome of current 
talks between the United States, 
Great Britain, Russia and France 
on the disposal of Italian colonies. 

There was no official explanation 
of how the American authorities 
planned to use Mellaha. During the 
war the field was a base for heavy 
bombers which pounded at Balkan 
targets. 

The American Government offered 
the field and its installations for 
sale last year, but there were no 

takers. London informants said 
air experts from Europe are now 

at Mellaha on an Inspection tour. 

Secretary of Defense Forrestal, 
commenting on reopening of the 
field at a press conference today, 
called it a “filling station” and added 
that the action had no interna- 
tional significance._ 
Xrumon to Meet Press 

President Truman will hold a 

pews conference at 4 pm. tomor- 

row, tha Whit* House announced 
"J y- 

Msgr. O'Boyle Consecrated 
As Archbishop of Washington 

Church Dignitaries and Political Leaders 
See Solemn Rites in New York Cathedral 
By Caspar Nannes 
Star Staff Correspondent 

NEW YORK, Jan. 14.—The 
Most Rev. Patrick A. O’Boyle was 

consecrated the first Archbishop 
of Washington today in historic 
St. Patrick’s Cathedral. 

Attending the impressive cere- 

mony was an audience that included 
high church dignitaries and leading 
political figures. 

The 51-year-old prelate, a native 
of Scranton, Pa., was consecrated by 
Francis Cardinal Spellman, arch- 
bishop of New York. Cardinal Spell- 
man was assisted by the Most Rev. 
John M. McNamara, auxiliary 
bishop of Washington and pastor 
of St. Gabriel’s Church there, and 
the Most Rev. Henry T. Klonowski, 
auxiliary bishop of Scranton. 

Preceding the service, more than 
600 clergy took part in a procession 
that moved from the rear of the 
cathedral to the high altar. 

in his sermon nailing tne conse- 

cration of Msgr. O’Boyle as arch- 

bishop, the Most Rev. Bryan J. 

McEntegart, Bishop of Ogdensburg, 
N. Y., said: “This solemn consecra- 

tion lifts you up to be the pillar of 
God's church, a minister "Of Christ 
and a shepherd of His flock. To- 
gether with all your friends at home, 
ibroad and in Heaven above, we pray 
that God will make you a pillar of 
great strength, a minister, ever loyal 
to your Divine Master and a shep- 
herd at once loving and beloved. 
May you continue to be in the future, 
as In the past, God's beneficiary 
and man’s benefactor—a good and 
faithful servant of your country, 
your church and your God.” 

Bishop McEntegart, under whom 
Archbishop O’Boyle served in the 
Division of Child Care of Catholic 
Charities in 1931, also expressed 
hope the new archbishop “may be a 

(Continued on Page A-3, Column 2.) 

Krug Would 'Freeze' 
Coal and Oil Prices 
Under Standby Plan 

Tells Senate Committee 
He Would Act Promptly 
If Control Were Voted 

Ky the Associated Pre*i 

Secretary of the Interior Krug 
said today that if Congress 
grants standby price control 
power he immediately will order 
a 60-day “freeze” of retail and 
wholesale prices for coal, fuel 
oil, gasoline and all other pe- 
troleum products. 

Mr. Krug also told the Senate 
committee that if the administra- 
tion is given allocation and rationing 
authority, he believes it will be 
necessary to allocate and “possibly” 
ration fuel oil and gasoline. 

Generally speaking, allocation is 
the dividing up of scarce com- 

modities among suppliers. Rationing 
is dividing them among consumers. 

Backs Reserve Power. 
Mr. Krug testified in support of 

hold-in-reserve power to restore 
rationing and wage-price controls 
on a limited basis as Congress re- 
ceived President Truman's annual 
message on the Nation’s economy. 

The message was sent to the 
Capitol amid fresh signs that the 
Republican-dominated Congress in- 
tends to spurn the President's anti- 
inflation program. 

This was pointed up again yes- 
terday as Republican members of 
the Senate Banking Committee tore 
into the testimony of Secretary of 
Labor Schwellenbach. His support 
of standby wage-price control power 
prompted the attack. 

Favors Selective Price Control. 
Mr. Schwellenbach told the com- 

mittee that “if we are successful in 
checking the upward trend of prices 
and rents and in lowering the cost 
of foods, we shall have a basis for 
calling on labor voluntarily to limit 
demands for further wage increases 
—at least temporarily—while we as 
a Nation try to achieve a basis of 
stability.” 

The Secretary said this objective 
could not be achieved without se- 
lective price control. And he added 
that even if labor did make a 

voluntary agreement to curtail wage 
demands, the administration still 
should have legal power to control 
pay increases. 

Senator Flanders, Republican, of 
Vermont told reporters he believes 
labor leaders would react favorably 
to “any honest endeavor” to check 
prices, but he said in his opinion 
prices already have climbed too high 

(See-ECONOMIC, Page A-5.) 

David Niven Married 
To Swedish Woman 

ty the As*ociat#d Pr«s§ 

LONDON, Jan. 14.—Film Star 
David Niven and Mrs, Hjordis Ters- 
meden. a former Stockholm manne- 

quin, were married at Kensington 
Registry Office today. 

They plan to sail for New York 
Saturday. 

Mr. Niven met his bride six weeks 
ago, when she visited the set where 
he was working on the movie, "Bon- 
nie Prince Charlie.” 

She formerly was the wife of Carl 
Gustav Tersmeden, wealthy Swedish 
businessman. 

WhattheRussians 
Are Saying of Us 
The Moscow radio, broadcasting in 

French to Europe, said: 
“The confusion created among 

the British and American reac- 
tionaries by the formation in 
Greece of a provisional demo- 
cratic government has been 
quickly followed by a propagan- 
da campaign. The purpose of 
this campaign is to confuse and 
falsify the meaning of the events 
in Greece. 

"London and Washington are 

using all means in their power, 
from threats and blackmail to 
slander and most shameful lies. 
American and British slanderers 
are putting out regarding events 
in Greece stories competing for 

t£e prize of absurdity.” 
r 

Tuck Tells Assembly 
He Opposes Sales Tax; 
Oilers Revenue Plan 

Virginia Governor Lays 
Down Heavy Schedule 
As Session Begins 

By Alex R. Preston 
Star Staff Correspondent 

RICHMOND, Va., Jan. 14.— 
Gov. Tuck told the General As- 
sembly today, “I am opposed to 
the sales tax except as a last re- 
cnrt ** 
— 

In a message to a joint session of 
the House of Delegates and State 
Senate which marked the official 
opening of the Legislature this 
afternoon the Governor declared: 

“The general retail sales and use 
tax is rightly regarded as a tax of 
last resort * • 

Instead he proposed increases In 
existing levies in a 7-point program 
designed to raise about $21,700,000 
more than anticipated receipts for 
the two-year period beginning 
July 1. 

To Submit Total Later. 
He reserved the exact total and a 

breakdown of his budget recom- 

mendations until next Monday, 
when his budget message will go 
to the legislators, but the implica- 
tion was that the overall total of 
appropriations for the two-year 
period 1948-50 would be in the 
neighborhood of $500,000,000. 

In a message packed with pro- 
posals that indicated plenty of work 
for the lawmakers, Gov. Tuck rec- 
ommended : 

1. An additional $7,500,000 beyond 
the extra increases of the special 
session of 1947 for public schools 
with a provision for an average 
teacher pay increase of $150. > 

2. An increase of $1,160,000' in 
public welfare appropriations from 
the general fund. 

3. A raise hi maximum unemploy- 
ment compensation benefits from 
$15 to $20 weekly. 

Upward Tax Revision. 
4. An upward revision of present 

tax rates to provide an additional 
$21,700,000 beyond budget estimates. 

5. Extension of the Virginia Rent 
Control Act for another two years in 
view “of the continued uncertain- 
ties as to future Federal policy.” 

6. Ratification of a constitutional 
amendment limiting the presidency 
of the United States to two terms. 

7. Major increases in appropria- 
tions for tuberculosis control and 
mental hospitals.- 

He also called for enactment of 
a boiler inspection law and legisla- 
tion permitting the State to enter 
the Ohio River Valley Compact as 

an antipollution measure. 
The Governor's tax program pro- 

posed : 
A corporate income tax of 5 in- 

stead of 3 per cent. 
Increasing individual net income 

tax from iy2 per cent on the first 
$3,000, 2y2 per cent on the next 
$2,000 and 3 per cent on all in ex- 

(See ASSEMBLY, Page A-5.) 

Emergency Gas Is Made Here 
As Line Breaks at Warrenton 

The main pipeline bringing 
natural gas to the District from 
West Virginia broke near War- 

irenton, Va., early today, com- 

pelling the Washington Gas 
Light Co. to begin emergency 
manufacture of illuminating gas. 

H. B. Noyes, superintendent of the 
company, said the break occurred 
15 miles west of Warrenton at about 
4 a.m. The cause of the break was 
not immediately learned. The com- 

pany^ East Plant at Twelfth and N 
streets S.E. began making gas from 
oil shortly after the break was re- 

ported, Mr. Noyes declared. 
The only immediate effect that 

gas users will notice, the official 
said, will be slightly different flame 
characteristics. The company has 
not asked that the public curtail its 
use of gas at this time. It will not 
be necessary if the break is repaired 
quickly by the Atlantic Seaboard 
Corp. of Charleston, W. Va, the 
supplier. 

Oliver S. Hagerman, president of 
Atlantic Seaboard, said he did not 
know how long it would take 

crews u> mend the line. He said the 
break occurred near the Hazel 
River, a tributary of the Rappahan- 
nock, between Culpeper and War- 
renton, at a point where the gas 
line is underground. 

Washington and its environs uses 
most of the gas carried on the trans- 
mission line, but considerable 
amounts are consumed by Coates- 
ville’s steel mills. 

The line begins in Eastern Ken- 
tucky, crosses the lower part of West 

Virginia and stretches to the Na- 
tion's Capital by way of points near 

Staunton, Waynesboro, Stanards- 
ville, Culpeper, Warrenton, Manas- 
sas and into Maryland near Rock- 
ville. 

Mr. Noyes said the Washington 
emergency plant can manufacture 
40.000,000 cubic feet of gas a day 
with its reserve supplies of fuel oil 
on hand. In addition, Mr. Noyes 
said, about 35,000,000 cubic feet of 
gas was in reserve here when the 
break occurred. 

A feas company spokesman said 
the company has enough fuel oil or 

hand to take care of this emergency 

« 

Federal Inquiry 
Into Lobbying 
Here Ordered 

Grand Jury Probe to 

Cover Organizations 
As Well as Individuals 

By Robert K. Walsh 
A grand jury investigation of 

lobbying activities in the Dis- 
trict was ordered today by At- 
torney General Clark. 

Irving R. Kaufman, special as- 

sistant to the Attorney General, who 
was assigned last summer to study 
the extent to which organizations 
as well as individuals have complied 
with the Federal Lobbying Regula- 
tion Act of 1946, was designated as a 

special attorney to handle the matter 
before a District grand jury. 

Attorney General Clark's letter 
of authorization today empowers 
Mr. Kaufman to act "in connection 
with the investigation and prosecu- 
tion of alleged violations of the 
Lobbying Act and other statutes of 
the United States by certain persons, 
firms, committees, corporations, as- 

sociations and their members, and 
other organizations or groups of 
persons." 

While the scheduled investigation 
will cover “the whole subject” of 
compliance with the lobbying law, 
a Justice Department official said, 
it will “to a considerable degree” 
try to determine whether organiza- 
tions covered by the law are con- 

forming to its requirements. 
Mr. Kaufman recently conferred 

with major labor organizations and 
other groups such as the United 
States Chamber of Commerce. 

No Details on Proceedings. 
There was no indication how soon 

the grand jury proceedings will start 
or whether Mr. Kaufman will go 
before the regular January grand 
jury or a special panel sworn in 
several weeks ago. The special grand 
jury currently is investigating milk 
prices in the Washington Metro- 
politan Area. 

“Mr. Kaufman will use the grand 
jury in any way that might be 
needed to see that there is com- 

pliance with the act,” a department 
spokesman said. “Witnesses un- 
doubtedly will be subpoenaed.” 

Today’s move was the first formal 
action taken by the Government 
under the Federal Regulation of 
Lobbying Act passed by Congress in 
1948. The statute requires that per- 
sons attempting to influence legisla- 
tion must register with Congress, 
file statements showing who is pay- 
ing them, and submit quarterly re- 

ports of their receipts and expend- 
itures. 

The wording (of the law makes no 
distinction between persons and or- 

ganizations. Approximately 900 have 
registered either as legislative repre- 
sentatives or organizations. 

Organizations Studied. 
The preliminary investigation by 

Mr. Kaufman in recent months was 

reported recently to have reached 
the stage where the Justice Depart- 
ment would demand that scores of 
business and labor organizations reg- 
ister under the law. 

Henry Fowler, general counsel 
of the United States Chamber of 
Commerce, disclosed three weeks ago 
that he had been called in by Mr. 
Kaufman to discuss “possible ef- 
fects” of the lobbying act with re- 

spect to that organization. Mr. 
Fowler said he was informed the de- 
partment had not established a 

policy on whether the Chamber of 
Commerce should register. He ex- 

plained that three of the chamber’s 

(See LOBBYING, Page Ah3.) 

Late News 
Bulletin 
Overdue Yacht Arrives 

MIAMI, Fla. (£*>*—A yacht 
with 10 persons aboard includ- 

ing Windsor T. White, 81, of 
Cleveland and Roe Emery, 73, 
of Denver, Colo., motor execu- 

tives. arrived in port here to- 

day after being overdue since 
Monday, the Coast Guard said. 
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Snyder Opposes Making Europe 
Liquidate Assets in U. S. for Aid 

Lodge Seeks Marshall Plan Requirement 
For Private Foreign Investors to Do Part 

By J. A. 0*10017 
Secretary of the Treasury 

Snyder was questioned closely by 
Senate Republicans today on 

what is being done to see that 
foreigners with investments in 
this country will do their share 
to back up the Marshall Plan for 

European recovery. 
In his prepared statement before 

the Senate Foreign Relations Com- 
mittee, Mr. Snyder said he doubted 
“very much that it would be wise 
policy for the United States to re- 

quire European countries as a gen- 
eral rule to liquidate the property 
owned in the United States by'their 
nationals as a condition for receiv- 
ing aid from this Government.” 

“Even if these countries could 

liquidate all of the property owned 
by their citizens in the United 
States,” Mr. Snyder continued, "they 
could not pay for more than a small 
part of the program. 

“We estimate that as of the last 
of last June 30 the dollar assets 
held by persons in the recipient 
countries amounted to about $4,- 
500.000. 000. Of this amount *1,- 
500.000. 000 consisted of direct in- 
vestments, and a considerable part 
of the remainder also consists of 
holdings which would be difficult to 

liquidate. Some of these assets are 

already pledged for loans, while, 
for many of the countries involved 
the amounts held here are neg- 
ligible.” 

Senator Lodge, Republican, of 
(See FOREIGN AID, Page A-6.) 

D-Day for Offensive ' 

By Arabi Is Reported 
Set for February 15 

Four Jewish Settlements 
In Jerusalem Area Said 
To Have Been Attacked 

ty the Associated Preu 

JERUSALEM, Jan. 14.—Arabs 
attacked four Jewish settlements 
in the area between Jerusalerrt 
and Hebron today, Jewish sources 
reported, and tension mounted 
with reports from Syria that 
Middle East Arabs have set Feb- 
ruary 15 as a D day for a mili- 
tary sweep against Zionism. 

Snipers’ guns barked constantly 
in Jerusalem and in the area of all- 
Jewish Tel Aviv and all-Arab Jaffa. 
Jaffa is thronged with Syrians, 
Iraqui and Trans-Jordanians await- 
ing orders to move against Tel Aviv. 

Unofficial but reliable sources said 
three columns of Arabs attacked 
Ain Tsurin, near Hebron, with 
grenades and automatic weapons. 
Jewish reports said the Arabs also 

! attacked the neighboring collective 
villages of Cikib Revadim, Mas- 
south Izhak and Kfar Etzion. They 
said the first band of attackers was 

comprised of 15 men, the second 
about 30. A third band struck from 
the direction of Jerusalem, the re- 

ports said. 
Iraqi Consul's Car Attacked. 

On the Bethlehem-Hebron road a 

motorcar of the Iraqi consulate was 

attacked and the driver and the 
driver’s wife were reported injured. 
The consul himself was not in the 
car. Police quoted one of the pair 
as saying some of the attackers were 

“in what appeared to be army uni- 
fnrmt ff .TaumcVi cniirrpc PvnrPcqpH 

belief the car was mistaken by Arabs 
for a Jewish-owned vehicle. 

Later, in the same area, Jews 
blew up a two-story house suspected 
of being used as an Arab snipers’ 
nest, Jewish sources said. 

A high government authority said 
the Palestine government asked 
Christian, Moslem and Jewish relig- 
ious communities to declare Jer- 
usalem's old city area an “open 
city," and that negotiations were 

“nearing a successful conclusion.” 
The area is sacred to all three re- 

ligions. 
Hagana, the Jewish militia, pasted 

up leaflets in Jerusalem Arab quar- 
ters warning that if the Arabs did 
not lift their siege of 1,500 Jews 
within the ancient Walled City, "we 
will be forced to defend ourselves by 

(S~eT PALESTINE, Page A-5.1 

Italian Banks Reopen 
As Strike Is Settled 

By *h« A»ociat«i PrMt 

ROME. Jan. 14.—Italian banks, 
strikebound since December 31, 
opened their doors today. 

Settlement of the strike averted 
the danger of a threatened nation- 
wide general walkout by the Italian 
General Confederation of Labor. 

Giuseppe di Vittorio, Communist 
secretary of the General Confed- 
eration, announced that a strike of 
tax collectors, called Monday in 

sympathy with the bank strike, also 
ends today. 

The bank agreement discontinued 
temporary 1947 pay increases which 
the employes struck to keep, but 
substituted payments of 120 per 
cent of July salaries. 

^ 

Merits of Rotation 
Of Firemen Argued 
Af Trial of Murphy 

Debate Turns on Kind 
Of Evidence Needed to 

Define Inefficiency 
By Newbold Noyes, Jr. 

Attorneys in Fire Chief Clem- 
ent Murphy’s “demoralization” 
trial battled today over the dif- 
ference between an efficient and 
an inefficient Fire Department, 
and how such a difference can 

be determined. 
Having covered nine qtf his 10 

charges against the fire chief, Spe- 
cial Assistant Corporation Counsel 
Daniel B. Maher had come to a 

charge that Chief Murphy made his 
department inefficient by a “rota- 
tion system” of transferring men 

frofn one company to another. This 
charge has been described by Austin 
F. Canfield, chairman of the special 
three-man civilian Trial Board, as 

the “crux” of the case. 

Mr. Maher wanted to show the in- 
efficiency of the rotation system 
through the "opinion” testimony of 
seven department battalion chiefs 
that it was inefficient. Martin F. 
O’Donoghue, defense attorney, had 
served notice that he would fight 
against tne introduction oi opinion 
evidence and would demand that 
specific acts of Fire Department in- 
efficiency as a result of the transfers 
be proved. 

System Established by Murphy. 
The so-called rotation system wa< 

established by Chief Murphy wher 
he assumed Control of the Fire 

Department in March. 1946. It if 
a method of giving firemen varied 
experience and service, by moving 
them periodically between active 
downtown posts and relatively in- 
active suburban posts. 

This system has been severely at- 
tacked by the Washington local oi 
the International Association oi 
Firefighters. It was Capt. Joseph 
W. Conroy, president of the local 
who precipitated the investigation 
of Chief Murphy’s fitness for his 
office by telling a congressional com- 

mittee last June that the chief had 
contributed “nothing but demoral- 
ization” to the department. 

The rotation issue came to a 

head when Mr. Maher put his first 

(See MURPHYrPagTA^S.) 

Mother of Five Confesses Thefts 
In House Cafe, Faking Robbery 

A mother of five young children 
confessed today, police said, that 
she told a fake "safe-cracking” 
story on December 30 to cover up 
her thefts of some $150 from the 
funds of the coffee shop in the base- 
ment of the House wing at the Cap- 
itol, where she was employed as a 

cashier. 
The woman. Mrs. Margaret Vir- 

ginia Gray, about 45, was said to 

have told investigators she began 
taking the money from her cash 

register in $5 and $10 amounts last 

October because her husband was 

ill and she was struggling to make 

ends meet for her large family. 
Pointing out that Mrs. Gray had 

no previous record. United States 

Commissioner Needham C. Turn age 
todav accepted her personal bond of 

$200 and held her for the grand 
jury. 

Mrs. Gray was quoted as admit- 
ting she pried open the cash box in 
an unlocked safe in the office of i 
William A. Brockwell, manager of j 
the House restaurant, Mien she j 
went to the office to obtain change i 
early on the morning of Decern- j 
ber 30. 

It was believed at the time that; 
a thief had entered the safe dur- 
ing the previous night. Police were 

told at the time that some *100 
in bills was missing, although the 
safe still contained about *100 in 
change. 

Mrs. Gray, police said, denied that 
she took any money at the time, 
but told the story of the theft to 

conceal her previous thefts from 
auditors. 

Mrs. Gray was charged with j 
stealing Government property. She 
lives at 911 East Capitol street. 1 

Petrillo Is Acquitted 
g 

In Second Trial Underi 
b 

Law to Curb Him 
C 

Judge's Ruling Only on j] 
Facts Doesn't Touch » 

On Constitutionality a 

By th* Associated Press ^ 
CHICAGO, Jan. 14.—James C. i 

Petrillo today was acquitted on v 

a charge of violating the Lea Act, a 

which Congress passed to curb s 

his broad union powers. a 

Federal Judge Walter J. La Buy, 
in his written opinion of eight pages, 
said “there is no evidence whatever 

g 
in the record to show that the de- 

£ 
fendant had knowledge of or was in- 
formed of the lack of additional em- 

c 
ployes prior to the trial of this case.” 

The Government alleged in its t 
criminal case that Mr. Petrillo, head 
of the AFL American Federation of 

( 
Musicians, had violated the law by , 
calling a strike to coerce station | 
WAAF, Chicago, to hire extra help, j 

Cites Letters and Telegrams. , 
The judge added: 
•'Nothing contained in the letters ( 

and telegrams between the defend- j 
ant and the representatives of the , 
station disclosed to the defendant the ( 
lack of need for additional employes 
as a reason for rejecting the de- 
fendant's demands. 

“Neither does the testimony in this 1 
case show the defendant had knowl-1 < 

edge of or was told that the station < 

had no need for additional em- < 

ployes.” 1 

Mr. Petrillo, stern-faced, was pres- c 

ent as the verdict was read. i 

V. S. Cannot Appeal, i 

The Government may not appeal 
the acquittal baiause the judge did f 
not pass on the Lea Act's constitu- '• 

tionality. In a previous trial Judge ( 

La Buy held the law was uncon- 1 

stitutional, but the Supreme Court 1 
refused to pass on his ruling in an 

appeal by the Government and or- < 

dered instead that a new trial be 3 
held cm the facts in the case. 1 

In dealing with the question 
whether Mr. Petrillo was bargain- 
ing in good faith in an effort “to 
obtain honest employment for ad- 
ditional musicians,” or if his ac- i 

tions established "urtlon racketeer- 
ing,” or "feather-bedding,” or an 

attempt through threats to compel 
l (See PETRILLO, Page A-5.) 

Truman Sends Nomination |i 
Of Mason to Senate 

j President Truman today sent to 
the Senate the nomination of Guy 
Mason for reappointment as a Dls- 

| trict Commissioner for a ttiree-year 
I term. 

Mr. Mason, whose term expired 
1 November 29, has been serving since 

[that time pending appointment of 
a successor. 

i His confirmation has been pre- 
I dieted by Chairman Buck of the 
Senate District Committee. Mr.; 
Mason, who is 67, was first appointed 
in 1941 to succeed Melvin C. Hazen 
who died in office. 

Meanwhile the reappointmentj 
was criticized by the Houston for 
Commissioner Committee in a state- 
ment declaring the President did 
not "recognize or acknowledge the 
petition of 25.000 District citizens” 
urging appointment of Charles H. 
Houston, prominent Negro attornej 
here. 

The Rev. Robert M. Wilson, com- 

mittee chairman, described Mr. 
Mason's renomination to the Sen- 
ate as “a betrayal of the civil rights 
report.” 

Four-Alarm Fire 
Kills HotelGuesfr 
Routs 60 in Cold 

Another Burned Badly 
In Blaze in Structure 
At Eighteenth and H 

(Pictures on Page B-l.) 

One man was killed an an- 

other seriously burned early to- 

day in a four-alarm fire that 
swept the top floor of the 
six-story Potomac Hotel at 
Eighteenth and H streets N.W. 

The badly burned body of the dead 
man, identified from the register ae 

Wallace O. Hickcox, about 60, of 
Washington, was found in Room 509 
about an hour after the first alarm 
was sounded at 5:01 ajn. 

Harold W. Sill, 49, a permanent 
resident, staggered out of Room 508. 
badly burned about the face and 
arms. He was taken to Emergency 
Uncnital ntViacA V* c onnHitinn niafl 

iescribed as fair. 
About 60 persons, most of them 

permanent residents, fled to the 
itreets. Aroused by the night clerk, 
j’rancis G. Bahl, 5738 North Fif- 
;eenth street, Arlington, most of 
,hem had time to throw on a gar* 
nent before facing the cold, pre- 
iawn air. 

Second Fire Death in 3 Years. 

Many went to the nearby Roger 
Smith and Everett Hotel lobbies 
;o await an opportunity to return 
0 the Potomac and retrieve their 
Delongings. 
It was the second fire fatality in 

he hotel in three years. On De- 
:ember 22, 1944, a janitor sleep-- 
ng in a penthouse was burned to 
itath. Confined to the penthouse 
ind roof, that fire was attributed 
;o careless smoking and the d&m- 
ige assessed at $6,700. 

Briefly, for 15 minutes after the 
irst alarm today, fire shot up 
10 feet above the roof. The blaze 
ivas quickly brought under control, 
md for the next hour the few 
spectators on hand saw nothing but 
1 cloud of smoke. 

Messenger Discovered Blaze. 
An unidentified messenger from 

el restaurant was credited with dis- 
covering the fire. 

After delivering a parcel of food 
on the fifth floor, he told Mr. Bahl: 
“It smells like rags burning up 
there.” 

Mr. Bahl went to the fifth floor, 
detected smoke and continued to 
the sixth. He noticed smoke was 
thickest around room 509, kicked 
in the door and was rebuffed by 
an outpouring of smoke. 

The clerk then hurried back to 
the lobby, turned in the hotel and 
Fire Department alarms and re- 

turned to the upper floors, knocking 
on doors. 

Cause of Fire Unknown. 
Fire damage was confined princi- 

>ally to the top floor, but there was 

onsiderable water damage to the 
ther floors. Cause of the fire and 
xtent of damage was not immedi- 
tely determined. The hotel Is 
wned by A. L. Dowling and his son- 

n-law, C. R. Wood, who also oper- 
te the Everett and Congress Hotels. 
Answering the alarms were 18 en- 

ine companies, 7 truck companies 
tnd 2 rescue squads. Fire Chief 
ilement Murphy directed the fre- 
ighting, and Police Supt. Robert J. 
larrett also wra at the scene. 

One of the dramatic episodes oc- 

urred on the fifth floor where 10- 
ear-old Michael Norman awakened 
lis parents, Mr. and Mrs. Richard 

(See FIRE! Page A-5.) 

.inwood Harrell Elected 
Jnion Trust President 

(Other Bank Elections on 

Page A-17.) 
Linwood P. Harrell, vice presi- 

lent of the Union Trust Co., was 

idvanced to the presidency at the 
innual election of officers, it was 

innounced today. 
S. William Miller, president of 

he trust company for several years, 
was elected vice chairman of the 
Board of Directors and chairman 
>f the Executive Committee. 

Mr. Harrell has been with the 
rust company since the merger 
ivith the Citizens Bank a year ago. 
Mr. Miller has been with the bank 
14 years and is a former president 
>f the District Bankers’ Associa- 
ion. 

Four Arrested by FBI 
In TNT Shipment 

By the Associated Press 

NEW YORK, Jan. 14.—FBT agenta 
;oday arrested four men in connec- 

cion witn an auerapi uj siun * w 

Palestine and warrants were issued 
for the arrest of two other men 

relieved on their way to the Holy 
Land. 

The charges are based on 30 
crates of TNT listed with U. 8. 
customs as containing “used indus- 
trial machinery and parts’’ which 
were seized at a Jersy City pier 
January 2, FBI Special Agent Ed- 
ward Scheidt announced. 

Mr. Scheidt said those arrested 
were Philip Aplcr. 23; Moses Wolf- 
son, 34: Jack Dorfman. 26, and 
Joseph Seiger, 24. all of New York, 
rhev were charged^with violation 
of the U. S. code In giving false 
statements regarding exports. 

The shipment was consigned to 

Harborg Limited. Tel Aviv, Pales- 
tine, and was to go on the freighter 
Executor of the American Export 
Lines, Mr. Scheidt said. A broken 
crate revealed the contents as TNT. 

Mr. Scheidt said the shipper was 

Oved Trading Co.. 147 West Forty- 
second street, New York, and exam- 

ination of the crates by naval au- 

thorities disclosed eight of the 
crates contained more than 20,000 
pounds of TNT. 

Mr. Scheidt said Federal bench 
warrants have been issued for the 
arrest also of Nahaman Yardeni 
and Awadji Yoselewitch, both of 
whom are believed to have left for 
Palestine last November 1 aboard 
the steamer Rossia. 

^ 


