
Over-Demand Makes Oil a No. I 

^It li 
Oil, whether it comes from California's beaches (above) 

or the plains of the inland States, is a major fuel problem. 
Some crude oil moves eastward through a seemingly 

endless pipeline to refineries where it is processed. 

oil to port cities. 

A refinery in Baltimore is a maze of pipes. At the left is an alkylation plant; right, a fluid catalyst plant. 

T ACK OF FUEL OIL is $ 
problem facing house- 

holders this winter. And be- 
tween now and next summer 
motorists are likely to have 
more and more trouble get- 
ting all the gasoline they 
want. 

The two problems are re- 
lated. The more fuel oil used 
now, the less gasoline come 
warm weather. Both the Gov- 
ernment and the oil industry 
are urging public conservation 
in order to make ends meet 
for the next couple years. 

Why the shortage? The oil 
experts say it isn’t a shortage 
but an “over-demand.” The 
postwar demand has bal- 
looned out of sight, while the 
industry — producing more 
than ever before in history, 
including the wartime peak 
in 1945—hasn’t been able to 
meet it. 

Why not? The steel short 
age. primarily. Steel is noorion 
to exploit new wells, build re- 
fineries and pipelines, to 
launch new tankers. A spokes- 
man for a large Baltimore 
refinery says the last-is the 
big bottleneck—there are not 
enough tankers to bring the 
crude oil from the fields of 
Texas to the East Coast. 
Many of those in service have 
to be reconditioned for peace- 
time safety—and others will 
have to be built. 

Nobody, it seems, eould 
foresee the unprecedented 
postwar demand. The public 
now is using up almost half 
a million more barrels of oil a 
day than in the wartime peak 
year of 1945. Householders 
are turning to comparatively 
labor-free oil heating (more* 
than a half million central 
heating furnaces were in- 
stalled in the first nine 
months of 1947); automobiles 
came back in great numbers 
(approximately 3,000,000 more 
registrations this New Year 


