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Scale models of vicinities and vehicles involved in accidents are used to clarify information obtained from photo- 
graphs and other sources. Sergt. Walter R. Ostrom discusses one with Lt. William J. Liverman. 

A call reporting an accident is taken by Sergt. Ostrom in an AIU car. Corpl. Albert B. Nicholson is the driver. 
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Wheel" Is what Police 
Lt. William J. Liverman calls 
people who kill other people 
with automobiles. 

If he sounds harsh it is not 

II 
surprising, for death on the 
highway has been his concern 
for 14 years. As chief of the 
Accident Investigation Unit, 

< he probably has poked Into 
1 more fatal and injury-produc- 

ing auto mishaps than any- 
body else in the District. 

The Accident Investigation 
Unit Is a 40-man agency, or- 

ganised in 1940 by Inspector 
Arthur E. Miller and specially 
trained to collect data on se- 
nous accidents, me purpose 
being to find out who caused 
the accident and to collect the 

\ necessary evidence against 
l the guilty party. 

Each of six areas of the city 
is patrolled by an AIU car 24 
hours a day. Any report of a 
serious traffic accident is re- 

layed by radio to the nearest 
AIU car, which speeds to the 
scene. The investigators seek 
to find out who was at fault. 
They take photographs of the 
scene, interview witnesses and 
drivers, test brakes, make 
measurements and diagrams. 

The investigators look into 
about 630 cases a month, 
which boils down to three and 
a half cases per car per day. 
Actually, the District’s acci- 
dent rate is higher, but this 
unit is concerned only with 
the more serious cases. For 
instance, in September 1,029 

i accidents were reported to 
police, but the AIU investi- 
gated only 655. 

Sometimes the investiga- 
tions depart from the routine, 
and the AIU winds up bag- 
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ing, about four years ago, the 
body of a man, apparently a 
traffic victim, was found in 
an alley near Eighteenth and 
Kenyon streets N.W. 

“We had reason to believe 
there was more to it than 
traffic,” says Lt. Liverman. 
“For one thing the man’s 
pockets were turned inside 
out, as though he had been 
robbed, and for another his 
body appeared to have been 
rolled back and forth under 
the wheels of an automobile. 
We interviewed hundreds of 
people living within a radius 
of blocks from the scene, but 

j got no information. About 
a month later we got a clue 
which we ran down. We ar- 
rested two men. One was 
shown to have picked up the 
victim and taken him out 
wnere ne roDoea ana xiuea 
him. He was convicted of sec- 

ond-degree murder; the other 
was acquitted.” 

Hit-and-run cases call for 
some superior sleuthing. One 
day a muddy old car killed a 
man at Sixth street and 
Pennsylvania avenue N.W. and 
fled. Witnesses got part of the 
Virginia license number, but 
when a car answering the de- 
scription was found parked 
about eight hours later it was 

discovered that the numbers 
were on the tags all right, but 
in different sequence than re- 

ported. Nevertheless, the car’s 


