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U. S., Britain, France Condemn 
Seizure of Power by Czech lUds 
Under 'Disguised Dictatorship' 

Coup Termed Threat 
To Very Existence 
Of Free Principles 

By Garnett D. Horner 
The United States, Great Brit- 

ain and France today jointly 
condemned Communist seizure 
of power under a “disguised dic- 
tatorship’’ in Czechoslovakia. 

A statement by the three govern- 
ments declared that the Communist 
coup in Prague threatens "the very 
existence of the principles of lib- 
erty.” 

“Its consequences,” the tri-partite 
statement added, “can only be dis- 
astrous for the Czechoslovak people.” 

Without mentioning the Com- 
munist Party by name, the state- 
ment charged that its “disguised 
dictatorship” in Czechoslovakia had 
been achieved through “methods al- 

ready tested in other places.” This 
was an obvious reference to Com- 
munist domination of Poland, Yugo- 
slavia, Romania, Bulgaria and Hun- 

gary which have involved joint pro- 
tests by the three western powers 
in the past. 

Crisis Declared Artificial. 
It asserted that a crisis “arti- 

ficially and deliberately instigated” 
to bring about the coup in Czecho- 
slovakia. 

The joint statement was issued as 

a “declaration” simultaneously at 
noon in Washington, London and 
Paris. 

It was worked out in telegraphic 
consultation initiated by the State 

Department yesterday and carried 
on through last night and this 
morning. 

The statement did not take the 
form of a formal protest to any 
government, but left the way clear 
for pretest to Moscow or possibly to 

Prague if such action should be 
considered worthwhile later. 

It also avoided any mention of 
the question of recognition of the 
new Czech government. Other 
Communist dominated govern- 
ments in Eastern Europe generally 
have been recognized by the West- 
ern powers in order to keep, diplo- 
matic representatives in those 
countries to watch developments 
there. 

Text of Statement. 
Tfte text of the declaration fol- 

lows: 
“The governments of the United 

States, France and Great Britain 
have attentively followed the course 

of the events which have just taken 

place in Czechoslovakia and which 

place in jeopardy the very exist- 
ence of the principles of liberty to 
which all democratic nations are 
attached. 

“They note that by means of a 

crisis artificially and deliberately in- 
stigated, the use of certain methods 
already tested in other places has 
permitted the suspension of the 
free exercise of parliamentary in- 
stitutions and the establishment of 
a disguised dictatorship of a single 
party under the cloak of a gov- 
ernment of national union. 

“They can but condemn a devel- 
opment the consequences of which 
can only be diastrous for the 
Czechoslovak people, who had 
proved once more in the midst of 

the suffering of the Second World 
War their attachment to the cause 

of liberty.” 
Britain Considering 
Question of Recognition 

LONDON. Feb. 26 (/P).—'The For- 
eign Office said today that Britain 
will have to consider the question of 
recognizing the new government of 
Czechoslovakia. 

A spokesman said the Communists 
forced the government on Czecho- 
Slovakia, using “undemocratic 
means.” 

Britain has been in consultation 
with France on the Prague crisis. 

Diplomatic sources here say Fin- 
~ 

(See POLICY, Page jA-4.) 

Tass Accuses Chinese 
Of Raids on Mongolia 

By th« Associated Press 

MOSCOW, Feb. 26.—The Soviet 
press today carried a Tass dispatch 
which said Chinese troops made 
two raids into the Mongolian Peo- 
ple’s Republic in late January. 

According to the Soviet news 

agency dispatch, which was promi- 
nently displayed in Moscow papers, 
the Chinese raiders captured a 

Mongolian border guard on one oc- 

casion and killed two guards on the 
other. 

Tass quoted the Mongolian news- 
paper' Unen as saying the raids 
occurred January 22 and January 28. 

"The Mongolian government de- 
manded punishment of the guilty 
persons and also that the captured 
guard be returned.” Tass said. "The 
Mongolian government reserves the 
right to dediand compensation for 
damage done. It has demanded 
that property stolen from Mon- 
golian territory be returned.” 

The Tass account said Chinese 
cavalrymen penetrated the Mon- 
golian frontier for 75 miles on the 
first occasion and that 130 Mon- 
golian residents were attacked. It 
said the Chinese force stayed in 
Mongolia for two days “robbing 
and murdering peaceful shepherds. 
A lqcal official was among those 
killed.” 

34 Reported Killed 
In Philippine Clashes 

By the Associated Press 

MANILA, Feb. 26.—Manila news- 

papers report 34 persons were killed 
in Central Luzon villages last night 
in clashes between constabulary 
and the Hukbalahaps, antiadminis- 
tration peasants. 

Three other persons were killed 
•nd 15 wounded when unidentified 
persons threw a hand grenade into 
a crowded dance hall at Mauban 
on the East Coast. 
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Gottvrald Regime Set to Purge 
Parties of Communists' Foes 

Charges of Plot Against Government by 
'Agents of Reactioit' Basis for Drive 

By th« Associated Press 

PRAGUE, Feb. 26—Czechoslo- 
vakia is completely under Com- 
munist control tod&y and the 
way is clear for transforming 
the republic, modeled at birth 
after the United States, into a 

copy of Soviet Russia. 
The pattern for the minority par- 

ties will be to purge their ranks 
of all persons who have fallen into 
Communist disfavor. Communist 
sympathizers now are in control of 
those parties. 

The weapon is ready—the charge 
of conspiracy against the govern- 
ment by "agents of reaction." This 
was provided by Communist Pre- 
mier Klement Gottwald himself. 
rTow in complete control of the 
press and propaganda outlets, the 
Communists have all means at their 
disposal to dnve home, this cam- 

paign. 
The nation fell under complete 

Communist domination last night. 
The Communist Party, largest at 
the last election but still a minority 
in Parliament, has achieved a cabi- 
net made up of its lhembers and 
trusted sympathizers. Only a sem- 

blance of the old seven-party co- 
alition is preserved. 

(In London the British Foreign 
Office said Britain must now con- 

sider the question of recognition 
of the new Czechoslovak govern- 
ment. A Foreign Office spokes- 
man said the Communists forced 
the government on Czechoslo- 
vakia by using “undemocratic 
means.” Britain has been con- 

sulting with the United States 
and France on the matter.) 
Columns of Czech students at- 

tempted to march to Hrdcany Pal- 
ace last night to see President Ed- 
uard Benes, who capitulated yester- 
day to Communist demands after 
holding out for almost a week. Po- 
lice arrested 50 of them. 

One student said the police used 
rifle butts to push back the march- 
ers who reached Palace square. 

More than 10,000 students had 
gathered • in the square before 
Charles University in a counter- 
demonstration to a Communist rally. 
Several thousand of them reached 
the Palace square, but were dis- 
persed there by police. 

Criticism of the government has 
(See CZECH, Page A-3.) 

Eaton and Vandenberg 
In Accord on Major 
Objectives on ERP 

House Chairman's Views 
Seen Increasing Chances 
For Passage by April 

By J. A. O'Leary 
Chairman Eaton of the House 

I Foreign Affairs Committee to- 
! day announced his support of 
the $5,300,000,000 figure already 
approved by the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee for the first 
year of the European Recovery 
Program. 

The New Jersey Republican also 
said the House group probably will 
agree to an independent organi- 
zation to handle the program, 
headed by a man of cabinet rank. 

These first indications of how the 
House chairman feels about the 
Senate bill came as his committee 
made plans to end public hearings 
tomorrow on the foreign aid pro- 
gram. 

Meanwhile. Secretary of State 
Mai shall went into closed session 
with the Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee on the needs of China. 
Members said he repeated the 
statement he gave the House com- 
mittee last week on the administra- 
tion’s request for $570,000,000 to 
bolster the Chinese Nationalist gov- 
ernment in its civil war against 
Chinese Communists. 

V/imuiuau vaiiucuucig oniu mo 

committee would meet again Sat- 
urday morning to discuss procedure 
for dealing with this problem. 

Chances Held Brighter. 
With Mr. Eaton and Senator 

Vandenberg both working for the 
same general objectives, the chances 
for final passage before the April 1 

! deadline are much brighter. The 
; temporary aid program, passed in 
December, ends at that time. 

TJie two houses are destined to 
clash, however, on the Senate pro- 
posal to set up a congressional 

i'"watchdog’’ committee to observe 
ithe distribution of the aid to the 
16 co-operating nations of Western 
Europe. 

Mr. Eaton said he will oppose 
any invasion of the constitutional 
duties of the President, "whoever 

(See FOREIGN AID, Page A-4.) 

Ship Sails From Saipan 
With 3,000 War Dead 

By ths Associated Press 

SAIPAN, Feb. 26.—Taps sounded 
over Saipan’s beaches today as the 
army transport Walter W. Schwenk 
sailed for San Francisco with the 
flag-draped coffins of 3,000 American 
war dead. 

The bodies of Pacific war victims 
were disinterred from cemeteries of 
every major island and many small 
atolls—only a few years ago the 
scenes of invasions in which they 
participated. 

London Sends Cruiser 
To British Honduras 
In Rift With Guatemala 

Old Territorial Dispute 
In Tropics Flares in 
Wake of Falklands Issue 

By the Associated Press 

LONDON, Feb. 26.—The ad- 
miralty announced today the 
British cruiser Sheffield has 
sailed from Colombia for British 
Honduras. 

An authoritative source said the 
ship was dispatched "because of 
possible incidents staged by ir- 
responsible elements in neighboring 
Guatemala.” The informant refused 
to elaborate. 

A Foreign Office spokesman said 
there recently had been a "virulent 
campaign” against Britain ih the 
Guatemalan press. 

“No doubt,” the spokesman said, 
"it has its origin in recent events 
in the Antarctic.” 

The Guatemalan press and gov- 
ernment have supported the claims 
of Argentina and Chile to the 
British-claimed‘Falkland Islands off 
the southeast coast of Argentina. 

“At the same time,” the spokes- 
man said, "the Guatemalan press 
has resurrected a long standing 
dispute between this country and 
Guatemala on the question of the 
British Honduras. 

At one time or another," he ex- 

plained, "Guatemala laid claims to 
part or all of the British Honduras. 
Since 1945 the British government 
has asked them to take the claim 
to an international court of jus- 
tice.” 

(British Honduras is in Central 
America on the Caribbean, South 
of Yucatan, Mexico. Its area is 
8^67 square miles and its esti- 
mated population in 1945 was 

63.390.) 
Britain also has suggested that 

Chile and Argentina submit the 
Falkland dispute to the interna- 
tional court. 

Foreign Secretary Ernest Bevin, 
speaking in the House of Commons 
yesterday on the Falklands question, 
said: "I really must get this title 
business settled. People cannot go 
on interfering with British terri- 
tory and then, as a result kick up 
a row and expect us to go to the 
Security Council.” He insisted the 
dispute be settled by the court. 

100 Million in Materials 
Hoarded in Jap Plant 

By the Associated Press 

TOKYO, Feb. 26.—Kyodo News 
Agency reported today that an offi- 
cial of Nagoya industrial plant was 

arrested after $100,000,000 worth of 
hoarded materials were found at 
the plant. 

The firm was formerly the Naka- 
jima Aircraft Co.. Kyodo said, and 
its hoarded supplies were “10 times 
as much as were reported” to the 
government. 

Veteran Prague PolicemenCried 
In Trying to Hold Back Students 

By the Auociattd Preu 

PRAGUE, Feb. 26 —Witnesses said 
today that veteran Prague police- 
men cried last night as they tried 
to press back students protesting 
the Communist coup. 

Young Slovak police, brought 
here specially for guard duty, set 
off the volley in which at least 
two youths fell wounded. They 
then picked 60 arbitrarily from the 
crowd and arrested them. 

The disorder occurred during a 
sympathy march to President 
Eduard Benes’ palace last night.' 
The students have been'pronounced 
in their anti-Communist senti- 
ments. 

When police first moved out with 
rifles ready in an attempt to dis- 
perse the students, the youths 
started singing the national an- 
them. The police halted. They 
moved forward again when the song 
was finished. 

Some students fled into a Cath- 
olic church after the shooting. Wit- 
nesses said the police entered the 

I 

sacristy and removed some. The 
others made for the altar. The 
police halted after a pursuit half 
way through the church and then 
retired. 

One student said the police had 
withdrawn 20 feet from the van- j 
guard of students just before the; 
shooting, and were nervously fin-; 
gering their rifle bolts. The old j 
Prague patrolmen, who were here j 
when German occupation forces ar- j 
rived, cried as they tried to control 
the throng. 

The witnesses said students tried' 
to drag their wounded comrades 
into their ranks, but that the young 
Slovaks surged forward, pulled the 
victims away and then swung into 
the crowd with gun butts. The 
demonstration was broken. 

The police allowed a delegation of 
five to enter the palace. They re- 

ported that Dr. Jan Smutny, chief 
of cabinet for Mr. Benes, told them 
the President had taken his action 
“to prevent bloodshed.” The atu- 
dena's said Smutny wept as he 
talked. 
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Tuck Asks Law 
To Keep Truman 
Off State Ballot 

Bill Is Introduced 
To Let Virginia Pick 
Uninstructed Electors 

HOUSE COMMITTEE action on 

antilynching bill blocked by tech- 
nicality. Page A-2. 

By Alex R. Preston 
Star Staff Correspondent 

RICHMOND, Va„ Feb. 26.— 
Gov. Tuck today asked the Gen- 
eral Assembly to pass a law 
which would prohibit printiftg 
the name of Harry S. Truman or 
any other candidate, on Virginia 
ballots, if the Chief Executive 
seeks re-election. 

Instead voters would select presi- 
dential electors in the Electoral 
College who would not be bound to 
support the Democratic or Repub- 
lican candidate for President and 
Vice President. 

ine governors request was ms 
answer to President Truman’s mes- 
sage to Congress asking abolition of 
racial segregation, establishment of 
a Fair Employment Practices Com- 
mission, a Federal antilynch law 
and a Federal law abolishing the 
pell tax as a voting requirement. 

Gov. Tuck asked the Legislature 
to enact a law “to promote the con- 
stitutional rights of the people of 
Virginia and to shield them from 
iniquitous influences which have 
permeated both of cur national po- 
litical parties.” Thus,' the Old 
Dominion may be the first Southern 
State to back up by law the South's 
revolt against the Democratic lead- 
ership. The Legislatures of South 
Carolina, Mississippi and Kentucky 
also are in session now. 

Addresses Joint Session. -- 

Southern Democrats hope to force 
President Truman to Back down on 
his program or knock him out of 
the primary so as to avoid a fight 
within the party. 

Gov. Tuck, speaking to a joint 
session of the State Senate and 
House of Delegates, declared: 

"The purpose of the proposed leg- 
islation is to revise the State elec- 
tion laws so as to permit any Vir- 
ginia political party to nominate 
electors for President and Vice Pres- 
ident and to provide for the printing 
of the names of the said electors on 
the ballot under the name of the 
party so directing, but without there 
appearing on the ballot the names 
of any particular persons for whom 
they may vote for President and 
Vice President.” 

The Democratic state convention 
or a party committee designated by 
it could leave the Presidential elec- 
tors uninstructed or even direct 
them to cast their votes for the Re- 
publican or any other candidate. 

Listeners Jam House. 
The floor and gallery of the 

House were jammed as the Gov- 
ernors spoke and the upper tier 
included a number of Negroes. 

A burst of applause greeted this 
declaration: 

i am recommenaing the estab- 
lishment of legal machinery by 
which we can remain loyal to the 
true tenets of our party, and not be 
driven from the house of our fathers 
by those alien to the principles we 

cherished and held dear on the 
sacred soil of Virginia.” 

Immediately upon the. completion 
of the Governor's 17-minute mes- 
sage, Speaker G. Alvin Massenburg 
said: 

‘‘I desire to thank you from the 
bottom of my heart for an inspir- 
ing address.” 

Thereupon the bill carrying out 
the proposal was introduced. It 
carried the names of 10 house pat- 
rons, headed by Delegate E. Black- 
burn Moore, of Berryville. 

Bid Extended to Other States. 
The proposed legislation also 

would bar the Henry Wallace third 
party from the ballot by limiting 
it to parties which participated in 
the last presidential election or 

polled 10 per cent or more of the 
vote in any general election in the 
State during the past five years. 

Gov. Tuck also invited the rest 
of the South to exert pressure on 
the national party by saying: 

“If Virginia and the other South- 
ern States should find it necessary 
for their own preservation to hold 
their electoral votes in abeyance. I 
believe it would prove an effective 
remedy for most of our grievances 
and insure us an influential voice 
in the councils of our respective 
parties. 

“The seeds sown here in Virginia 
may take root and flourish else- 
where * * *” He went on: 

“If such civil rights legislation is 
enacted, it will constitute a prec- 
edent which will bring about the 
final and complete destruction of 
the autonomy of not only the 
Southern States, but of all the 
States. Precedents are dangerous. 

Door to Totalitarinism. 
"These proposals, if adopted, will 

open wide the door for the estab- 
lishment of a totalitarian form of 
government in this country. If 
the Federal Government is permit- 
ted to exercise jurisdiction in the 
field of general crime by the anti- 

(See TUCK, Page A-4.) 

Wisconsin Dairy Group 
Would End Margarine Curb 

By th» Associated Pres* 
MILWAUKEE, Feb. 26.—Wiscon- 

sin’s restrictive legislation on oleo- 
margarine was under fire today 
from one of the State’s own dairy 
co-operatives. 

The Golden Guernsey Dairy Co- 
operative consisting of milk pro- 
ducers and distributors adopted a 

resolution calling for repeal of the 
15-cent per pound State tax on un- 

colored oleomargarine. 
The co-operative also asked for 

repeal of a State law requiring con- 

sumers to take out a license before 
;hey bring in margarine from other 
States, and for repeal of the 6-cent 
per pound tax on such imports. 
Continuance of laws prohibiting the 
:ele of colored oleomargarine was 
lrged, however. 
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Hotel Tenants Describe Suspect 
In Slaying of Navy Film Expert 

—- ■ — 4 

Detective Trailed 
Man to Room of 
Harvey Haeberle 

New York police broadcast a 
13-State alarm today for a sus- 

pect in the murder of an Ana- 
costia naval training film ex- 

pert, whose grotesquely tied 
body was found yesterday in the 
bed of his Manhattan hotel. 

The victim was Harvey Haeberle. 
35, of Leesburg pike near Palls 
Church, a war-time Navy lieutenant! 
who later transferred to a civilian \ 
status as project supervisor of 
training films at the Naval Air I 
Station, Anacostia. 

Discovered by a maid in the Henry; 
Hudson Hotel, 353 West Pifty-sev-; 
enth street, yesterday afternoon, his 
body was tied up in the manner 
that Chinese torturers have em- 

ployed—a complicated device that 
will cause a struggling man to 
strangle himself. 

The suspect was said to have en- 
tered Mr. Haeberle s room shortly 

HARVEY HAEBERLE, 
Found Murdered in New York. 

before 11 p.m. Tuesday. Forming 
a composite picture of the man 
from tenants’ descriptions, police 
said he was between 25 and 27 years 

(See MURDER, Page A-4.) 

Senate Approves Bill 
To Liberalize U. S. 
Retirement System 

Measure May Be Flown 
To Truman in Florida 
For Quick Signature 

BULLETIN 
The Senate this afternoon 

passed and sent to the White 
House legislation which lib- 
eralizes the civil service re- 
tirement system. The bill 
probably will be flown to 
President Truman in Florida 
in order that its provisions 
can become effective April 1. 
Otherwise the new law would 
not go into effect until May 1. 

The conference report on the 
Civil Service retirement bill was 
called up for Senate action to- 
day by Chairman Langer of the 
Senate Civil Service Committee. 

The House already has approved 
the report and a vote by the Senate 
was expected this afternoon. If 
the Senate should approve it with- 
out amendment it would go to the 
White House for the President's 
signature. 

The bill liberalizes civil service 
retirement provisions to a great ex- 

tent. Among the highlights are 

annuity increases averaging several 
1 hundred dollars to Government em- 

ployes on retirement; annuity in- 
creases of 25 per cent or $300. 

; whichever is smaller, to those Gov- 
ernment employes already retired, 
and dependency benefits to widows 

i and orphans of men who die in the 
! Federal service. 

some Debate Likely. 
In.return for the benefits, Govern- 

ment workers will pay 6 per cent of 
(their salaries instead of the present 
5 per cent. 

Possibility of some debate ap- 
peared today as soon as Senator 
Langer took the floor. Senator Cain, 
Republican, of Washington, a mem- 

ber of the Senate District Commit- 
tee, inquired whether objections to 
the report would be in order after 
Senator Langer presented his re- 

port. The chair responded that 
such objections would be in order. 

Senator Williams, Republican, of 
Delaware, who had objected to sev- 
eral phases of the Senate bill when 
it was being piloted through the 
Senate by Chairman Langer, en- 

tered the chamber shortly after the 
report was called up. 

"This program is new,” Senator 
(See RETIREMENT, Page A-4.) 

Mild Temperatures Due 
To Continue Tomorrow 

A light rain, which fell this morn- 

ing ^topped before noon. Mild tem- 

peratures are expected to continue 
tomorrow, the Weather Bureau said. 

The bureau said the temperature 
would climb to the, 60s today and 
drop to the 40s tonight. It had 
reached 55 by noon. Cloudy skies 
and mild weather will continue 
tomorrow. The high temperature 
yesterday was 57 degrees at 3:14 
p.m. and the low waa 46 degrees, 
at 1:42 aun. today. 1 
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House Group Attacks 
U. 5. Efficiency Rating 
System, Asks Change 

Report Calls for More 
'Realistic Approach' to 

Employes' Ability f 

By Joseph Young 
The House Civil Service Com- 

mittee today issued a report 
sharply criticizing the Govern- 
ment’s efficiency rating system 
and asked that considerable im- 

provement be made in rating 
Federal workers. 

Chairman Rees and his fellow 
members called for Federal offi- 
cials to take "a more realistic ap- 
proach’’ to the situation. The com- 

mittee’s report was preliminary and 
committee spokesmen said a later 
one will be issued after Federal of- 
ficials have a chance to work fur- 
ther on the problem. 

In the report the committee de- 
clared that improvements in the 
efficiency rating system could be 
made through a more effective ad- 
ministration, rather than by legis- 
lative means. 

Employes Have Asked Change. 
“Too often efficiency ratings are 

made as a result of a Subjective 
analysis of an employe’s work, 
whereas objective standards should 
be used,” the report said. 

The committee also disclosed that 
many Government employes have 
approached it and requested that 
“steps be taken to secure a more 

workable and fair efficiency rat- 
ing system.” 

Efficiency ratings determine Fed- 
eral employes promotional chances 
and even their job retention rights 
in some cases. 

The committee's report included 
several letters from Frederick M 
Tsee CIVIL SERVICE, Page A-4.) 

Ex-President of Chile Dies 
SANTIAGO, Chile, Feb. 26 (JP).— 

Juan Esteban Montero, 69, former 
President of Chile, died yesterday 
Mr. Montero was elected President 
in 1931. In 1932 he was overthrown 
in a conp d’etat which brought Car- 
los Davila to thl presidency. 

Work to Begin Next Month 
On Dupont Circle Underpass 

The District Highway Department 
today ordered the contracting firm 
of John McShain. Inc., to begin 
work on the Dupont Circle under- 
pass March 8. 

J. N. Robertson, engineer of 
streets, s*id the Philadelphia con- 

tractor might need a few days be- 
yond the scheduled date to as- 

semble his materials, but that 

ground definitely will be broken on 

the $3,750,000 project by March 15. 
The first work to be done on the 

Connecticut avenue underpass, Mr. 
Robertson said, will be excavation of 
the section within the circle itself, 
and will entail no rerouting of traf- 
fic in the area. 

Speaking for Highway Director H. 
C. Whitehurst, who has been ill for 

i 

several days, Mr. Robertson saic 
that as the work progresses, the 
Highway Department will issue de- 
tailed instructions as to necessary 
rerouting of traffic. 

When the McShain company has 
completed work on the portion ol 
the underpass within the circle, Mr 

Robertson said, the streetcar tracks 
now situated on the southwest side 
of the circle will be relaid on a 

temporary roof over the excavation. 
Connecticut avenue streetscars then 
will run straight through the circle. 

In the completed project aidomo- 
biles on Connecticut avenue will use 

the tunnel through the circle, while 
streetcar* will use other tunnels 
around the sides. The job is ex- 

pected to take more than two years. 
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Lamarre Tells Court 
He Gave Meyers Funds 

Exceeding $30X33 
Witness and Defendant 
Glare at Each Other 
At Draipatic Meeting 

By Robert K. Walsh 
Bleriot H. Lamarre took the 

stand as the Government’s key 
witness in the District Court 
trial of Maj. Gen. Bennett E. 
Meyers today and declared that 
he turned over more than $30,- 
000 in Aviation Electric Co. funds 
to the former Army Air Forces 
officer because “he was my boss.” 
It was a dramatic meeting in the 

courtroom, the first since the two 
men faced each other at the Senate 
War Investigating Committee hear- 
ings last fall. The former Air Forces 
purchasing officer is charged with 
having induced Lamarre to lie in 
testimony to the committee which 
was investigating his activities. La- 
marre was indicted on perjury 
chargee but pleaded guilty last Jan- 
uary. 

Lamarre, wartime president of 
the electric company in Dayton. 
Ohio, from which he had $1,000,000 
in war contracts, testified he mailed 
$18,000 of the funds by cashier 
checks to' Meyers in Washington 
and, at the direction of Meyers, 
charged it off as "president's salary 
and traveling expenses." 

Tells of $10,000 Check. 
He related that also he sent 

Meyers a check for $10,000' which, 
he asserted, Meyers spent for re- 

decoration of an apartment at Hotel 
2400 here. 

Also, he testified, he compiled with 
Meyers' instructions to send him 
$3,000 of company funds for an 

automobile and smaller amounts for 
a radio and air conditioning unit 
in 1941, because he considered 
Meyers the real owner of tfie Day- 
ton company. 

"He told me to use cashier’s 
checks,” Lamarre said, "because 
they would not appear on the books 
of the company.” 

Lamarre and Meyers glared at each 
other several times in the course of 
the testimony by the self-styled 
“dummy” head of the Dayton avia- 
tion firm. The first time was when 
Lamarre, in response to a Govern- 
ment attorney’s request that he 
identify the defendant, looked across 

at Meyers and said: “He is thfe 
man.” 

Later, after relating how he had 
turned over company funds to 
Meyers,-he was asked if he was re- 

ferring to the former deputy chief 
of Army Air Forces purchasing 
Turning in the witness chair, La- 
marre looked again directly at 

(See MEYERS, Page A-4.) 

2,000 Strikers Battle 
Police in Marseille 

ly the Auociotcd Prut 

PARIS. Feb. 26—Marseille dis- 
patches said today 2,000 striker; 
battled police on barricades erectec 
on the approaches of a sugar re- 

finery. 
The strikers adopted method; 

similar to those used last year wher 
Marseille was racked by a wave ol 

Communist-inspired strikes. Thej 
barricaded the national highwaj 
from Aix, main link with the in- 
terior, the dispatches said, anc 

fought a pitched battle yesterdaj 
with troops and mobile guardsmer 
who finally dispersed them. Twt 
strikers were arrested._ > 

YA Will Close 
New York Office, 
Hire 1,142 Here 

Action Will Offset 
Ail but 350 Jobs 
Abolished by Gray 

By George Beveridge 
The Veterans’ Administration 

will close the New York branch 
of its central office within the 
next few months, bringing r.142 
new jobs to Washington, it was 
learned today. 

The move will offset all but about 
350 of the job reductions announced 
two -weeks ago by Veterans Adminis- 
trator Gray for the agency's main 
office here. 

Officials said the decision to close 
the New' York office was reached 
with White House approval. The 
office was established there during 
the war years because of inade- 
quate space in the District, it was 
explained. 

864 Jobs in Insurance Section. 
A total of 864 of the new jobs win 

be in the VA insurance section, with 
312 other insurance jobs eliminated 
in New York. Officials said the latest 
poll in New York showed that only 
about 75 of the 864 employes want 
to make the trip here to hold their 
jobs. Most of the positions are 
clerical. 

The personnel cuts in insurance 
announced by Mr. Gray will be tak- 
en care of by the eliminations in 
New York, officials said. 

VA said 278 of the 491 jobs in con- 
tact and administrative services also 
will be moved here, with elimination 
of the others. 

Sixty-five jobs in these service* 
were to be cut by March 31 in Wash- 
ington. The new move means that 
the services will have openings for 
213 new workers. 

Will Shift 750 Finance Workers. 
Another 750 finance workers in 

New York will be transferred to a 
branch office there, but will be ad- 
ministered from the office here, the 
agency said. 

According to figures released by 
VA two weeks ago, the Washington 
central office still will lose: 

From the personnel service—104 
workers by May 31. 

From the claims service—202 
workers by March 31. 

From the rehabilitation service-— 
35 workers by March 31. 

4 of B-29 Crew Killed 
In Crash, 8 Bail Out 

ly th* Auoc'mt.d Pr«n 

MERIDIAN, Tex., Feb. 26- 
Four members of a 12-man crew 
were killed in the crash of a 
B-29 bomber near here last 
night. 

The eight other qew members, 
including Col. Alan D. Clark of Fort 
Worth, Tex., 7th Bombardment wing 
commander, parachuted through 
the rain and fog to safety. 

One of a flight of 20 B-29s bound 
for the West Coast, the bomber 
crashed in flames shortly after tak- 
ing off from Carswell Air Base at 
Forth Worth, Tex. Col. Clark was 
commander of the flight. 

Names of the four victims, who 
were found in or near the scene of 
the burned wreckage, have not been 
released. 

Besides Col. Clark, the men who 
bailed out were 1st Lt. Frank H. 
Riggs, Orange, Tex.; 1st Lt. Frank 
M. Worley, Fort Worth; Capt. Wil- 
liam S. Kern, Pasadena, Calif.; Staff 
Sergt. D. W. Aslin, Fort Worth; 
Staff Sergt. William W. Weaver, 
Falmouth, Ky.; Capt. Julian F. Mof- 
fat, Barksdale, Miss., and Lt. Col. 
Harry E. Goldsworth, Spokane, 
Wash. 

The crash occurred near the farm 
home of Orus Sol berg. The plane 

I burned for several hours. 
___ 

Korean Red Rioting 
Takes 6 More Lives 

...j 
•y tht Auociattd Pr«i 

SEOUL, Korea, Feb. 26.—The 
United States Army reported today 
five or six Korean civilians and a 

policeman were killed in a renewal 
of Communist-inspired agitation 
against the United Nations. Thir- 
teen Koreans were injured seri- 
ously. V 

Saboteurs also destroyed a bridge, 
cut telephone wires and placed ties 
across railroad tracks. 

The meager Army report said 
groups of from 50 to 1.000 attacked 
police boxes last night at widely 
scattered points in Southern Korea. 

The incidents were similar to 
those of February 7 in which 47 

| persons were killed. Rioters at 
| that time carried placards demand- 
! tng withdrawal of the U. N. Com- 
! mission for Korea. The commis- 
jsion was thwarted by the Russians 
in its attempt to plan nation-wide 
elections leading to Korean self- 

| government. 
| Feeling is running high with the 
approach of Sam II Day, March 1, _ 

| commemorating the ill-fated Ko- 
rean declaration df independence 

I from the Japanese in 1919. By 
| Korean account, 20,000 persons were 
killed then while attempting to 
demonstrate peacefully against tjie 
Japanese. 

Rent Bill to Be Flown South 
For President's Signature 

By th« Associated Press 

Legislation extending rent controls 
i through March will be flown to Key 
I West, Fla., tomorrow for President 
Truman's signature, the White 
House said today. 

The present rent law expires Sun- 
day night. The Senate completed 
congressional action on the emerg- 
ency extension yesterday 

Documents requiring Mr. Tru- 
man's attention are being flown to 
Florida, where he is vacationing. Ha 
will be away from Washington until 
March 0. 

I 


