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f Congress May Pare Down 

| Some Campaign Promises 
Democrats Still Face Internal Conflict on 

Civil Rights, Excess Profits Tax and 
» Other Domestic Issues 

J. A. O'Leary 
President Truman is bound to run up a better score of accom- 

plishment from the new Democratic Congress than he got from the 
Republican Eightieth. Only the most confirmed optimist will expect 
him to get everything he promised in his free-swinging campaign. 

* Take the Taft-Hartley Act as a starter. Mr. Truman and his 
5 party's platform both promised repeal. That would imply a return to 

| the Wagner National Labor Rela-' 
£ tions Act as It stood for 12 years. 

A safer bet would be that Con- 
gress will pull some of Taft-Hart- 
ley’s teeth but not wipe it out 
completely. 

Take the civil rights program 
next. Republicans will be ready, as 

in the past, to help the Democratic 
leadership take up the several bills 
to eliminate racial discrimination, 
but the Southerners, who contend 
this problem should be handled by 
the States, still have the Senate 
filibuster as an effective road block. 

Have ,4© Change Rules 
Republican leaders decided, when 

they were adjourning Congress in 
August* that they would have to 
change'tSepate rules in January be- 
fore they could hope to get action 
on civil rights. At this writing it 
seems obvious that the new Demo- 
cratic leaders will have to face the 
same solution if they are to de- 
liver on this issue. 

The difficulty, even with that 
solution, is that a resolution to 
amend Senate rules would be sub- 
ject to the same unlimited debate 
that heretofore has stymied the 
civil rights bills. There is only one 

way to break a filibuster, either to 
amend the rules or pass the bills. 
That way is for a majority to reach 
the determination to hold the Sen- 
ate in continuous day-and-night 
sessions until the opposition talks 
itself out. 

Boiled down to cold reality, there- 
fore. it would seem that the fate 
of civil rights legislation hinges on 

whether a majority of this new 
Senate Is prepared to wear out a 

filibuster with round-the-clock ses- 
sions. How long it would take if 
a dozen or more join the filibuster- 
ing team is anybody’s guess. 

One factor that always works to 
the advantage of the opposition is 
that emergency matters of great 
Importance, that must be acted on 

without delay, arise from time to 
time. In the early months of 1949,: 
it could be the extension of aid to 
Western Europe. 
Where Chances Are Bright 

When such issues arise, the filibus- 
’’ terers get a breathing spell, and the 

time previously spent ip trying' to 
wait them out is lost. 

On broadening social security, es- 

tablishing health insurance, aid to 
education and similar welfare pro-' 
grams, Mr. Truman's chances for 
success are fairly bright. Gov. 
Dewey joined in putting the Re- 
publicans on record for these ob- 
jectives, and the new Congress un- 

doubtedly will be in a far more 

receptive mind to do something 
aoout these promises. 

■ The only question h^re will be 
how far the over-all budget require- 
ments of the Government will make 
it possible to go in raising present 
benefits and adding new ones. 

At this point the world situation 
4s likely to be the decisive factor. 

^Xf relations with Russia remain 
tense, Congresss will have to con- i 
tinue to authorize heavy outlays for 
national defense. Early in the new 
year more money will be needed 
for economic aid under the Mar- 
shall Plan, and there will arise also 

.. the question of whether to extend 
•.military assistance to like-minded 
nations for mutual defense. 

The size of these appropriations 
will cut in to what the United 
States can spend at home, unless 
the administration is prepared to 
impose new taxes. 

Profits Tax Unlikely 
In this connection, one of Mr. 

Truman's recommendations to the 
much-maligned Eightieth Congress 
last July was for the revival of the 
excess-profits tax as a “brake on 
-Inflation.” 

Despite the gains made by liberal 
Democrats in this election, it is 
virtually certain any move to re- 

-establish an excess profits tax would 
touch off a long battle. The op- 
ponents would argue that such a 
tax, usually reserved for wartime, 
would discourage industrial expan- 
sion and production needed to in- 
jure continued full employment. 

And it is hardly likely that Rep- 
resentatives and Senators just back 
from an election that retired so 
many of their colleagues to private 
life, will go for any tax increases 
on individual Incomes at a time 
when wage earners are complain- 
ing about the cost of living. 

On the other side of the picture, 
of course, there is always the pos- 
sibility that the diplomats in the 
United Nations may succeed in 
reaching agreements that would les- 
sen the tension in the world. Presi- 
dent Truman has promised to de- 
fete all of bis energy to the quest 
for peace. If he is able to succeed 
in that, of course, the pressure for 
heavy spending abroad would be 
reduced. 

Congress Has Advantage 
In that happy event, the new 

Democratic Congress probably would 
resemble the early years of the 
Roosevelt New Deal, as far as social 
welfare legislation is concerned. 

Bere 
will be one marked differ- 

between the 1949 Truman New 
and the start of the Roosevelt 
Before Mr. Roosevelt could 

inaugurate the original Social Se- 
auvity Act and other permanent wel- 
fare reforms in 1935, he had to con- 

centrate for a year or more on wor^ 

relief and direct financial aid to 
the unemployed. 

In place of unemployment, Mr. 
Truman starts the first term to 
which he has been elected in his 
own right with jobs at an all-time 
high. In his case, the social reforms 
are likely to be preceded by a new 
drive for inflation controls and 
revision of the Republican-sponsored 
housing bill of last July, which 
placed the emphasis on encouraging 
private construction, rather than 
public housing and slum clearance. 

When the President rolled up his 
i sleeves and decided to declare war 
on the Republican Congress, calling 
them back into session last July, he 

I listed inflation control and housing 
;as the two paramount issues. 

Controls Withheld 
On inflation, the Republican lead- 

ers gave him only a revival of in- 
stallment-buying regulations and a 
check on bank credit. They aide- 
tracked his request for standby 
authority to ration scarce commod- 
ities and to impose price controls 
on selected products in short supply 
"which basically affect essential 
industrial production or the cost of 
living." 

Mr. Truman contended in his mes- 

sage to the July special session, that 
many profit margins have been ade- 
quate to absorb wage increases 
without the price increases that 
followed. He added, however, that 
the Government should have au- 

thority to limit wage adjustments 
"which would force a break in a 

price ceiling, except where wage 
adjustments are essential to remedy 
hardship, to correct inequities or 

to prevent an actual lowering of 

living standards.” 

Mood for Price Control 
In 1946 the Republicans won con- 

trol of Congress on the slogan, “Had 
Enough,” aimed chiefly at the con- 

tinuation of wartime rationing and 
price control at a time when meat 
and some other necessities were ex- 

tremely scarce. 

last week the voters put the 
Democrats back in the driver's scat 
on Capitol Hill after a campaign in 
which Mr. Truman made the.refusal 
of Congress to carry out his recom- 
mendations the main issue. It is a 

safe assumption that the new Dem- 
ocrats he helped elect will be in a 
mood to try some form of price con- 
trol, and it is a foregone conclusion 
they will liberalize the housing law. 

It also is more likely that the new 

Congress will be highly sympathetic 
to anything the farmers ask for. In 
the rush of adjournment last sum- 
mer, the Republicans put through a 
farm price support program. It con- 
tained the 90 per cent of parity 
formula through calendar year 1949, 
and then provided for a graduated 
range of from 60 to 90 per cent of 
parity. 

Wage Floor to Rise 
In Tuesday's election, however, 

Illinois and some other Midwestern 
States the Republicans thought they 
had in the bag, gave their electoral 
votes to Mr. Truman and replaced 
some of their Republican lawmakers! 
with Democrats. Senators and 
Representatives from farm States, 
in both parties, will study these re- 
turns carefully and give existing 
farm legislation another look before 
1950 rolls around. 

There is little doubt the new Con- 
gress will increase the minimum 
wage law from the present 40 cents' 
an hour figure at least to the 75- j 
cent rate recommended by Mr. 
Truman last July. In this connec- 
tion, one of the arguments that will 
be used to hasten revision of the 
social security law will be Mr. 
Truman’s point last July that per- 
sons living on these pensions are 
“victims of inflation.” He suggested 
that these benefits to the aged and 
to widows with dependent children; be raised 50 per cent. 

The election upheaval in the 
ranks of the House and Senate! 
likewise will strengthen the drive 
to open wider the gates of this 
country to the admission of dis- 
placed persons from Europe. Mr. 
Truman hammered away at Con- 
gress for not having liberalized this 
law in July, a step which Gov. 
Dewey also favored. 

The strength President Truman 
displayed in the Par West, despite 
the presence of Gov. Warren of 
California on the Republican ticket, 
will make it easier for the delega- 
tions from that region to get funds 
for the water power and reclama- 
tion projects that have become a 
paramount issue in the Par West. 
Bloom-Connally Accord 

In the field of foreign affairs—so 
important to peace and security— 
the bipartisan co-operation which 
prevailed in this Congress is certain 
to continue and probably will be 
even stronger. Representative 
Bloom of New York and Senator 
Connally of Texas, who are slated 
to become chairmen of Poreign 
Affairs Committees, both have had 
long experience with the problems 
that will confront them. In the 
past they worked in close accord 
with Representative Eaton of New 
Jersey and Senator Vandenberg of 
Michigan, the present chairmen, 
who, in January, will become the 
ranking minority members. 

Extension of the Reciprocal Trade 
Agreement Act was the only major 
segment of foregin policy on which 
the two parties did not agree fully 

(See O’LEARY, Page C-2.) I 

Barkley Deserves a Rest 
Vice President Elect 

Has Worked Hard 
At Politics 
By Clarke Beach 

To Alben W.-Barkley, the vice 
presidency to which he was elected 
last* Tuesday will be like a four- 
year vacation with pay. 

He has been a hard worker in 
politics for 43 years. As Senate 
Democratic leader for the past 11 
years he has laboriously shepherded 
the administration programs there. 
His power was tremendous until the 
Republicans captured the Senate in 
1946. 

Now he will spend his time chiefly 
in gavel-pounding on the Senate 
rostrum. He probably will be in- 
vited to attend cabinet meetings as 
most recent Vice Presidents have— 
Coolidge, Curtis, Garner, Wallace 
and Mr. Truman. 

No Constitutional Power 
| There is little else a Vice President 
can do. Like Curtis and Garner, he 
is likely to exert a strong influence 
on his former colleagues in the Sen- 
ate—but it will be through private 
talks off the floor, not in committees. 

A Vice President has no constitu- 
tional power except to preside over 

the Senate and cast a vote in case 
of a tie. He doesn’t give orders to 
anybody. He doesn’t function a? 

an executive anywhere in the Gov- 
ernment unless the President assigns 
him to some special 6tudy or tem- 
porary administrative po6t, such as 

Henry A. Wallace held for a couple 
of years under President Roosevelt. 

A Vice President, as one recent 
incumbent said off the record, is 
“like a man in a cataleptic fit—he 
sees all that goes on around him, 
but he cannot take part in it.” 

John Adams, our first Vice Presi- 
dent, who also had been active and 
powerful in politics, took a dim view 
of his job. Shortly after he had 
got settled in his new office, he 
gloomily wrote to his wife: 

His Authority and Duties 
“My country has in its wisdom 

| contrived for me the most insignifl- 
,c8int office that ever the invention 
i of war contrived or his imagination 
conceived.” 

Here's a complete list of the Vice 
President's duties and powers: 

1. Presiding over the Senate and 
casting votes in case of a tie. The 
average Vice President casts 1 to 3 
votes. Only 202 votes have been 
cast by Vice Presidents throughout 
American history. 

2. Appointing a few minor Senate 
committees. 

3. Attending cabinet meetings. 
4. Signing enrolled bills and Joint 

resolutions of congress. 
J. Serving as * member of the 

Board of Regents of the Smithsonian 
Institution. 

6. Appointing five midshipmen to 
the Naval Academy and four Ben- 

VICE PRESIDENT-ELECT BARKLEY. 
Sketch by Newman Sudduth. 

ators to the Academy's Board of« 
Regents. 

7. Recommending to the President 
the appointment of two candidates 
for the Military Academy. 

On some ceremonial occasions he 
substitutes for the President—laying 
wreaths, making speeches, watching 
parades. But officials here say that 
Vice Presidents haven’t been found 
very satisfactory even for those 
tasks. As one of them explained it: 

“The American people are not 

impressed wi'th a title. The man 

they want to see is the one who 
makks the decisions.” 

Office Nearly Abolished 
The vice presidency is an office 

which has baffled our political 
theorists from the constitutional 
convention to the present day. 
Right now many experts are 

strongly advocating the abolition 
of the post through a constitutional 
amendment. 

Their basic idea is that the man 

who succeeds to the presidency in 
case jftf .a President#‘death should 
be one who wtus actually elected to 
the position. , 

Pew other governments have such 
an officer, not even many of the 
Latin American republics, whose 

•constitutions were patterned after 
ours. In case a President dies, 
many say, hold an election as soon 
as practicable and meanwhile apply 
the same rule of succession which 
is used now when we don’t have a 

Vice President. 

iVfany men in the constitutional 
convention opposed the creation of 
the vice presidency. They pre- 
dicted that he frequently would be 
just another politician chosen by 
politicians to “balance the ticket.” 

When the First Congress was at- 
tempting to agree on the best way 
to address a Vice President, one wag 
suggested “his superfluous excel- 
lency." 

In 1803 a Senate vote on an 

amendment to eliminate the office 
lost by only a narrow margin. 

Few men have made much of an 

impression in their roles as Vice 
President. John C. Calhoun is re- 
membered, but mainly because he 
chucked the job after quarreling 
with President Jackson. 

Thomas R. Marshall is remem* 
bered for his classic thought, “What 
this country needsis a good 5-cent 
cigar,” and Charles G. Dawes for 
his underslung pipe. 

(Distributed by tbs Associated Press.) 

Here Lie the Public Polls—Quietly! 
By John L. Springer 

NEW YORK.—President Truman’s sensational 
victory in Tuesday’s election may have an effect on 

every phase of the Nation’s life from soap to sex. 

It’s all because of the way the President upset the 

| pre-election forecasts of the major public opinion 
polls. * 

Attempting to predict election results has been 

only a small part of the work of the public opinion 
samplers. Hundreds of polling agencies have spent 
most 6f their time trying to feel the public pulse 
for businessmen, students of social trends and the 
Government. 

Results Formerly Accepted Without Question 
Their “samples" have guided manufacturers in 

designing automobiles, in naming soap powder, in 

preparing tubes of toothpaste. Many big adver- 
tisers in recent years have seldom planned an ad- 

vertising campaign without first trying to get public 
reaction in advance. 

The “sampling” technique has spread far in 
other fields. Dr. Alfred C. Kinsey's famed study 
on male sex behavior was based on “samples” of the 
adult population. Many big corporations have 

polled employes to try to find out what they wanted 
to make them happy. Movie producers have shown 
film scenes to a small part of the population to 

try to tell which parts would appeal to the Nation 
as a whole. Radio comedians have won—and lost 
—contracts on the basis of reports showing that a 

small part of the public listened—or failed to listen 
—to their programs. 

A recent estimate said that 5,000 interviewers 

spent full or part time “feeling the public pulse.” 
Until now, the results have been accepted almost 
without question. 

What will happend to the pulse-takers now? 

Many of them say it’s too early to tell. A spokes- 
man for Dr. George Gallup’s organization, the 

• American Institute of Public Opinion, says surveys 
for businessmen are in some ways different and 
easier than attempting to foresee elections. 

“Opinion research” first came into use after World 
War I, and really began to move during the depres- 
sion. The technique of testing a small representative 
part of the public and projecting the results to show 
averages for the entire population was used first 
by advertising agencies. These “scientific” samplers 
scored a big success in 1936 by correctly forecasting 
Roosevelt’s victory over Landon. 

At that time the Literary Digest poll, then the 
most widely known, picked the loser and the Digest 
folded. 

Successes in forecasting the 1940 and 1944 national 
election results—and many lesser campaigns during 
that period—improved the researchers’ standing. 
Some 30 universities, including Harvard, Princeton 
and Columbia, began courses in polling. The system 
spread to countries throughout the world. Pollsters 
began to finger pulses everywhere. 

Last year the Wall Street Journal estimated 
there were at least 200 research companies, earning 
$20,000,000 a year. Scores of big corporations set up 
marketing research departments of their own. 

Even the Government Tried Sampling 
Taking between 1,000 and 50,000 interviews on a 

subject, surveys have asked whether the public 
would buy a new kind of suntan oil and the price 
it thought a brand of whisky was worth. 

The Government took up polling and spends mil- 
lions on surveys every year. It has wanted to find 
out how to sell more War Bonds, what foods GIs 
prefer to eat and how many colds the average 
American has a year. 

(Distributed by the Associated Press.) 

Siam Fears Move by Communists 
By Harris Jackson 

BANGKOK, Siam. — Officials of< 

Siam, the only Southeast Asia coun- 

try which hasn’t had an armed re- 

volt, think the nation may be next 
on the Red timetable. 

Prime Minister Phibun Songgram 
says he is taking steps to forestall 
it. He is tightening up on immi- 
grants and tossing Communists out 
of government. He is also setting 
up a special military police corps to 
ferret out Reds and suppress them. 

Phibun’s opponents,' of course, see 

his new stiff measures as a move 
to wipe 'out all potential resistance 
to his regime. The Prime Minister 
seized the government by force just 
a year ago. He was Prime Minister 
before—during the Japanese occu- 

pation of the country. It was he 
who declared war on the Allies in 
1942. 

There are few Siamese who are 

Communists, the Prime Minister 
says, and the ones in the country 
are found primarily among the 2,- 
000,000 Chinese. He feels that the 
chief Red threat to Siam is outside 
the country’s boundaries — China, 
Indo-China, Malaya or Burma, 
where Communists already are hard 
at work. 

Foreign observers suspect the ma- 
jor Siamese labor organization, the 
Bangkok Federation of Trades Un- 

dons, of being Communist-domi«< 
nated. 

As long ago as May day, 1947, 
the federation showed its strength 
with a demonstration of 40,000 per- 
sons, massed in orderly, well-organ- 
ized groups. Most of the member- 
ship was Chinese, the bulk of Bang- 
kok's labor force in the mills and 
on the docks. Because they handle 
Siam’s chief product and the con- 

tinent’s most needed food—rice—a 
strike among them would be a se- 

rious thing. 

Opponent Gets Red Tag 
A couple of months ago Phibun’s 

agents raided the federation office 
and seized its documents as part of 
a nation-wide roundup of “secret 
societies." Since then the federa- 
tion has gone underground. 

Actually, Siam, with its 15,000,000 
population, is not fertile Communist 
ground. There are neither food nor 
land problems. Seventy-five pel 
cent of the farm land is owned by 
the peasants who till it. Rice is 
easy to grow and plentiful. The 
peasantry pays little attention to 
what goes on in its big city, Bangkok. 

But Phibun’s forces have been 
quick to tag their chief opponent, 
Nai Pridi Phanomyong, with a red 
label. Pridi was the leader of the 
wartime pro*Allied underground and 

‘Premier for a while after the war. 

He fled the country when Phibun 
seized power. Although Pridi ad- 
mittedly is a leftist, his supporters 
and many foreigners who knew him 
say he is no Communist and is no 

great friend of Russia. His sym- 
pathies they Insist, are toward the 
United States and Great Britain. 

Siam’s politics are unstable. Armed 
force is the accepted weapon for 
changing the government. The 
country was an absolute monarchy 
until 1932, when a coup d’etat made 
it a sort of constitutional monarchy. 

Young King Ananda Mahidol was 
assassinated in June, 1946, and his 
brother, 20-year-old Phumiphon 
Aduldet, has not returned from 
Switzerland—where he is completing 
his education—to claim his crown. 

Phibun seized the government in 
November, 1947. Last September a 

plot was uncovered to throw him 
out. Already there’s speculation of 
another coup in the making. 

One foreign diplomat who knows 
Siam well thinks Communists’ only 
chance would come during prolonged 
violence between government and 
antigovemment — not necessarily 
Communist — forces. Then Com- 
munists might try to step into the 
breach and take over. 

(Distributed b» the fliiruiUtulrfrnii) 

Trade Group 
Eyes Cement 
Case’s Effect 

\ 

Business Policies at 
Stake in 13-Day 

Hearing 
By Francis P. Douglas 

The Senate Trade Policies Com- 
mittee begins hearings Tuesday on 
a tangled situation affecting prices 
which has upset businessmen from 
one side of the country to the other. 

This condition arises from a Su- 
preme Court decision in what busi- 
nessmen now refer to briefly as “the 
cement case.” Two other cases also 
are involved: The Rigid Steel 
Conduit case and one affecting sub- 
sidiaries of the United States Steel 
Corp. The latter two, however, have 
hot reached the Supreme Court. 

Price Systems Changed 
As a result of these cases steel 

companies have already changed 
their price systems. The buyer now 

buys steel f.o.b. (free on board) at 
the steel mill and pays the freight 
from the steel mill to his own plant. 

Industry is wondering whether 
everything it uses and everything it 
sells—from pins and needles to 
shoes and sealing wax—will have to 
be priced the same way. 

For example, will a New England 
manufacturer who has sold his prod- 
uct at an established price through- 
out the country have to set a new 

price effective at the loading dock of 
his plant? Then the retail price, as 

the product goes through jobbers and 
retailers across the country, paying 
different freight charges, would no 

longer have any semblance of uni- 
formity. 

On the production side of the pic- 
ture, could the New England man- 

ufacturer stay in business if his 
competitor in New York moves close 
to a steel mill and thus saves the 
freight charges on his raw ma- 
terial? 

These are among the reasons why 
the Trade Policies Committee 
headed by Senator Capehart, Re- 
publican, of Indiana, has scheduled 
13 days of hearings between Tues- 
day and December 3. 

Lawyers Disagree on Ruling 
Confusion is added to the situa- 

tion by the fact that lawyers are 
in disagreement on just what is 
involved in the price problem and 
just what was meant by the court’s 
ruling in the cement case. Fur- 
thermore, what is the policy of the 
Federal Trade Commission in cases 

involving pricing practices which 
have become established factors in 
Tpislness? 

The cement case was brought* by 
the FTC against a number of ce- 
ment companies, their trade asso- 
ciation and individuals. In it the 
Supreme Court upheld the FTC 
and knocked out the multiple bas- 
ing point system as a conspiracy to 
fix prices, a 

The multiple basing point system 
is merely an elaboration of a single 
basing point, a traditional example 
of which has been furnished by the 
steel Industry in its Pittsburgh-plus 
system. 

Until steel companies adopted the 
f.o.b. price system after the cement 
decision, the price of steel anywhere 
in the United States was the Pitts- 
burgh price plus the freight co6t 
from Pittsburgh. 

Many Basing Points 
Industrial consumers of steel ob- 

jected for years that when they 
bought steel from a mill in the 
same city, even though they were 
500 miles from Pittsburgh, the cost 
of the steel included a charge equal 
to the freight cost from Pittsburgh, 
“phantom freight” was the term for 
this charge. 

The steel mills, on the other hand, 
frankly admitted that the farther 
they were from Pittsburgh the 
more money they made through 
this “phantom freight” charge. 

In the cement industry there 
were many basing points. A con- 
struction concern buying cement 
from mill “A” at a basing point 20 
miles away would pay the mill price 
plus the 20-mile freight charge. If 
he bought from mill “B” 200 miles 
away he would pay no more—the 
distant mill would absorb the freight 

I charge. 
The commission’s evidence showed 

there were instances where the 
bids of several cement companies 
on public contracts were the same 

down to the one-hundredth of a 

penny. 
The Supreme Court cited a case 

of the depression years when a 

cement producer shaved the de- 
livered price. Other cement pro- 
ducers moved in on him and made 
his plant a basing point and cut 
the price 10 cents a barrel. 

Further Reductions 
There were further reductions 

until the recalcitrant producer, who 
formerly had received $1.45 a barrel 
had to drop his price to 75 cents. 

"Within six weeks after the base 
price hit 75 cents capitulation oc- 
curred and the recalcitrant joined 
a Portland cement association,” the 
court recounted. "Cement in that 
locality then bounced back to $1.15, 
later to $1.35 and finally to $1.75.” 

Senator Capehart has announced 
that his committee will not concern 
itself with any price system result- 
ing from a price-fixing conspiracy. 
His committee was directed by the 
Senate to study the effect on the 
economy of the country of the 
decision. 

It is concerned, he said, only with 
the right of individual companies 
to sell their products individually at 
a uniform national delivered price, 
under a uniform zone price, or by 
absorbing all or part of the freight 
when necessary to meet competition 
in distant markets. 

Where it appears that these prac- 
(See CxbtiGLAS. M* C-STj 

Truman Expects Capitol 
Aid From Those He Aided 
Looks for Support for His Program From the 

Senators and Representatives Who Owe 
Their Election to His Stumping 

y By Joseph A. Fox 
There’ll be a new man in the White House come January 20. 
Elected in his own right and with a Congress whose majority in good 

part will owe its presence in Washington to the bitter, 36-State stumping 
tour the 64-year-old Missourian waged, President Truman no longer 
will have to invoke the memory of Franklin Roosevelt to rally Democrats 
around him. From now in he’s the top man in the party, and it is on 
the Truman record that Demo- 
cratic regulars on Capitol Hill must 
rest their own hopes for political 
survival when next they seek office. 

The President is not a vindictive | 
man and he “isn’t mad at any one,’’ 
as an associate puts it, so, conse- 

quently, the people who took a walk 
on him perhaps will find thein 
White House welcome as warm as 

lever. But Mr. Truman has made 

j certain promises to the little people 
of the country and it is a safe bet 

| that he will do everything possible 
to carry them out without regard 
to whgse toes might get tramped. 
He has said that. 

To Follow Up Promises 
To start with, he has pledged to 

seek repeal of the Taft-Hartley Act, 
and time after time has told au- 

diences of working people that if 

they wanted to get rid of this piece 
of legislation they should elect a 

Democratic President and a Con- 

gress of the same political faith. 

They did, of course. 

He told a Harlem audience that 

he would use every means to put 
through his controversial civil rights 
program which gave birth to the 

Dixiecrat movement, and Congress 
can expect to hear from that one 

early in the session. 

He has promised to put price con- 

trols in effect if it could be done 
and advocated housing legislation 
that he said would enable people 
to get a place to live in for $50 or 

$60 a month. That speech, inci- 
dentally, was made in Jersey City 
and the President’s pin-pointing of 
just what he thought a housing bill 
should do received one of the big- 
gest ovations of his campaign. He’ll 
be back again plugging for health 
insurance, a boost in the minimum 
wage from 40 cents to at least 75 
cents an hour and broader social 
security coverage plu3 increased 
benefits. 

Going Down the Line .. 
■ Iw other wOrdd.the President is 
going right down the New Deal line,’ 

land he’ll be looking to the people 
he helped get elected to go along 
with him. 

But before he does, it can be as- 

sumed that Mr. Truman will start 

taking members of Senate and 

House into his confidence more than 
he has in the past. With Senator 
Barkley as his Vice President, and 
presiding officer of the Senate, Mr. 
Truman’s path there promises to 
be easier. 

The President didn’t get any sup- 
port on the home front when he 
had Democratic majorities in the 
Seventy-eighth and Seventy-ninth 
Congresses, and in some quarters, 
there was a tendency to ascribe this 
to poor liaison between White House 
and Gapitol. When Mr. Truman 
first came to the presidency he used 
to go back to the Senate occasionally 
and lunch with his former associ- 
ates, but this camaraderie didn’t 
last too long, and that turn of af- 
fairs probably didn’t help much. 

His House contacts were not good 
either, according to gossip. 

At the outset of his administra- 
tion, the daily calling list always 
contained the names of members 
of the Senate and House. In recent 
months, a congressional visitor has 
been almost a rarity. 
Foes Fell by Wayside 

No matter what he does, of Course, 
he will have an intransigeant ele- 
ment from both parties on his 

hands, but Mr. Truman demon- 
strated pretty effectively in his long 
campaign that he could cause a lot 
of trouble for Congressmen who 
“served the interests,” as he put it. 
Some of the President’s targets got 
by despite his smashing attack, no- 
tably Representative Taber of New 

| York, chairman of the Appropria- 
tions Committee; Representative 
Halleck, Indiana, Republican whip, 
and Representative Martin of Mas- 
sachusetts, the Speaker. 

But the way that other majority 
members of the “good-for-nothing, 
do-nothing Eightieth Congress” fell 
by the wayside testified to the effec- 
tiveness of Mr. Ttuman’s drive that 
started in June with that “non- 
political” coast trip—and has been 
waged unremittingly since. 

The President also had some peo- 
ple outside of Congress who didn't 
see the light until after the July 
convention, and while they don’t 
rate any consideration, he’ll prob- 
ably figure that politics is politics 
and let bygones be bygones. There’ll 
be another election coming on in 
four years, and Mr. Truman will do 
his best to hand on a united party 
to his successor, whoever that 
may be. 

Young Blood for Party 
■ In passing it might be mentioned 
that there has been some young 
blood injected into the party as the 
result of the election—people like 
Hubert Humphrey, the Minneapolis 
Mayor, who defeated Senator Ball, 
and Adlai Stevenson, new Governor 
of Illinois—and 1952 calculations will 
probably have to take this group 
Into consideration. 

Whether there willAe any over- 

tures to Dixiecrats and Wallaceites 
is an open question. Having demon- 
strated that the followers of these 
two parties don’t pull enough weight 
to do any harm, Mr. Truman, as 
titular h^d of the Democratic Par- 
ty, may just decide to let them go 
their way. 

The start of a new term in office 
might see some cabinet changes, but 
these will not be of the President’s 
making if they happen. The Presi- 

: dent is well satisfied with his "team* 
! and while some eyebrows were raised 
because most of the cabinet and “lit- 
tle cabinet” refrained from active 
participation in the election cam- 
paigns, there was no suggestion that 
their loyalties were other than with 
Mr. Truman. 

Secretary of State Marshall and 
Defense Secretary Porrestal consist- 
ently have disassociated themselves 
from political affairs, and their non- 
appearance in the campaign was to 
be expected. 

In any discussion of possible resig- 
nations, incidentally, these two 
names have figured consistently and 
it was consequently no surprise 
when reports from Paris said that 
Secretary Marshall wanted to go 
back to the retirement from which 
he was called when President Tru- 
man sent him to China as Ambas- 
sador before he got the State port- 
folio. Mr. Porrestal also has been 
reported as desiring to return to 
private life. 

More to Pick From 
The President has encountered an 

unusual amount of trouble in filling 
top posts since the war ended and 
the “shooting stopped,” as he has 

phrased it in discussing this situa- 

tion, but now with his own position 
strengthened, there perhaps will be 
less difficulty and he will have a 
wider field from which to draw. 
He may depend less on the military 
than in the past unless, of course, 
he happens to believe that some 
member of the armed services is 
the best man for some particular 
place to be filled. As a former sol- 
dier, Mr. Truman has a deep regard 
for men who wear the uniform. 

In retrospect, the fact that stands 
out strongest in Mr. Truman's 
startling upset of Gov. Dewey is 
that publicly, at least, the President 
never wavered in his conviction that 
he would be the victor, despite op- 
position of a virulence that was like 
old-style campaigns. 

Mr. Truman simply believed firmly 
that if the people were given the 
“facts” that they would act accord- 
ingly. 

His campaigning started off under 
the most unfavorable auspices. In 
that early coast trip, when it was 
not certain that he would get the 
nomination, he ran into party trou- 
bles in several Western States, and, 
due to poor arrangements, an im- 
portant farm speech was delivered 
to an audience of 2,000 in a hall 
that seated 10,000. 

Then some of his party leaders 
were pouting because he refused to 
let them ride on his special train, 
contending that he was on a “non- 
political” trip and that their pres- 
ence would not be proper under the 
circumstance. 

[Took Obstacles in Stride 
Then came the “ganging up” by 

such as the Hagues, ODwyers, Ar- 

veys and Roosevelts to keep him out 
of the nomination, with the argu- 
ment that he couldn’t win. 

Dixiecrats and Wallaceites raised 
new complications, and a shortage 
of campaign funds caused head 

| scratching in the Democratic Na- 

tional Committee, with a lagging 
'start for the campaign as one of 

i the byproducts. 
! But Mr. Truman took it all in 

stride. 
He made 14 and 15 speeches on 

lots of days, on a route approximat- 
ing 31,500 miles. 

His turnouts were not always en- 

thusiastic, but they were large, and 
the lack of demonstration some- 
times encouraged the belief that 
curiosity rather than interest 
brought the people out. 

Seeing these crowds, however, 
listening attentively at Inconvenient 
hours—early in the morning and 
late at night, Mr. Truman was 
certain that they were interested in 
his “crusade.” 

In something like 350 speeches, 
reporters with the President never 
noticed horseplay among his audi- 
ences but one and that was a group 
of young boys skylarking in a tree 
at Ogden, Utah, where Mr. Truman 
spoke late at night. 

Mr. Truman got excellent support 
from labor in recent weeks, with 
well-organized meetings in many 
sections. 

He also got a surprising farm vote 
that the Republicans had counted 
on heavily, particularly in Iowa. 

And no campaign story would be 
complete without reference to the 
part that Mrs. Truman and Miss 
Margaret played. The whistle-stop 
crowds liked them, and when the 
President failed to bring them eut 
on the train platform for the custom- 
ary Introduction there always were 

cries demanding thqfe appearance, 


