
Reviewing The New Books 
A Colorful, New 
Travel Treat 
By Bemelmans 
THE BEST OF TIMES 
By Ludwig Bemelmans 
(Simon it Schuster; $3.95.) 

Reviewed by 
CARTER BROOKE JONES. 
In this engaging notebook, “an 

account of Europe revisited,” the 
author takes his title from a famous 
passage from Dickens’ “A Tale of 
Two Cities,” beginning: “It was the 
best of times, it was the worst of 
times, it wag the age of wisdom, 
it was the age of foolishness .” 

There are 50 color and 110 black 
Illustrations by Mr. Bemelmans, 
and. if you know him of oldp you 
need not be told that these alone 
make the book worth owning. 

The text and the sketches are 
based on his wanderings about 
France, Germany, Austria and Italy 
in 1946 and 1947. Then, to check 
up on his impressions, he made a 

quick trip over the same territory 
in the summer of '43. He found very 
little changed, he says, in a post- 
script. In Paris "the black market 
restaurant had disappeared, and its 
place was taken by the chi-chi res- 

taurant • * He explained, in 
his chapter on Paris, that in most 
of the chi-chi places “the waiters 
stand around talking to themselves 
and each other all night, and it 
will be that way until sanity returns. 
There aren't enough silken sheep 
to shear just now.” And he added 
that this “organized thievery and 
mischief” was not confined to Paris, 
but “is an international game that 
proprietors and maitres d’hotel play 
with gusto in New York, Holly- 
wood, Rio, Rome and all over the 
rest of the world.” 

The book is not all gayety. There 
is a deeper note at times. Mr. 
Bemelmans warns the reader at the 
outset that “in spite of its gay pic- 
tures, this did not turn out to be 
an altogether happy book.” 

And yet the author of "Blue 
Danube” and "Dirty Eddie” has 
extracted what whimsical humor 
there was from a sick and not-too- 

hopeful Europe. He has, more- 
over. some good advice for pros- 
pective tourists. 

A CONVOY THROUGH THE 
DREAM 
By Scott Graham Williamson. 
(Macmillan; $3.50.) 

Mr. Williamson has written a 

memorable novel about the war. 

It is different in theme and set- 
ting and development from any 
other war story I’ve read. It is 
a highly personalized version, 
and yet there is a universality in 
its tragedy. 

Eric Clark, a teacher of sociology, 
was in Washington in the middle of 
the war. He was in the Office of 
War Information. He and his wife 
Jane had a basement apartment on 

tha near Northwest side. Jane had 
been in one of his classes at a Cal- 
ifornia college; they were very much 
in love. 

Eric was writing broadcasts set- 
ting out our war aims. Suddenly- it 
came to him that he didn't know 
what he was writing about, that he 
didn’t know what the war was all 
about. He tried to enlist. All the 
armed services turned him down for 
one physical deficiency or another. 
He finally got into the merchant 
marine. Since amateur wireless had 
been his hoybood hobby, he was 

able to pass the examination for 
radio officer. He sailed on the S. S. 
William Benson, bound for some 
unknown port with a cargo of coal. 
« Who Was the Enemy? 

He felt that if he could get close 
to the war he might find answers 

to some of the questions that 
pressed him. Who was the enemy? 
Nazis were only half the answer, he 
felt. Why were the Nazis enemies, 
why had they fallen for the doc- 
trines Hitler preached? There were 
Eric was sure, deeper explanations 
somewhere—of this and every other 

far. | 
The William Benson went to Italy, 

then to North Africa, then back 
over the Mediterranean and into the 
Adriatic. The story of her adven- j 
ture—of the crew, especially the 
Ship’s officers, with their likings and 
hatreds for one another, their little; 
fUques, their ideas of the world in 
general, or lack of them—is absorb- 
ing. There is always peril. The 
convoy is attacked by planes in the 
Mediterranean. But mostly it is an 

account of Eric’s futile struggle for 
enlightenment. It led him on a 

drunken orgy in an Italian port 
Yrith fellow officers, until, finding' 
parents ready to sell their daugh- 
ters for a few luxuries, he realized 
Hth a shock what defeat meant, j 
low a people could be thrown into 
ihysical and moral chaos. He saw 

talians "half drowned in the rag- 
ng flood of history.” After that he 
Talked alone and avoided such 
ights, though he could not forget 
hem. 
Eric found life rawer, the amal- 

hm of nationalities more primitive, 
i the North African ports. And he 
rooded on. still seeking answers 
md finding none, as the ship started 

Jjn a fateful voyage into the Adriatic. 

|**r, 
Williamson has a gift for 

) expression, for phrases that 
d out like etchings. There is 
h preoccupation with sex, 
•re and afloat, and there are 
ty of the words that used to be 
rintable. And yet, underneath 
e strong, sometimei malodorous 
rnals, it is a clean book, even 
itual after a fashion, though 
i in a merciful God or in any- 
g else is not conspicuous. The 

Characters are distinct and cred- 

t year Mr. Williamson’s first 
"The Fiesta at Anderson's 

;made a decided impression. 

Bonvoy Through the Dream” is 
■thy successor. And it focuses 
tion on the most neglected he- 
jf the war, our merchant salj- 
thvugh that is an incidental 
ipaniment to a psychological 

HECTOR BOLITHO. 

Exhibition Pieces 
Of Certain Literary 
Phenomena 

•THE BEAST IN ME and Other 
Animals 
By James Thurber. (Harcourt, 
Brace & Co.; $3.j 
OLD MR. FLOOD 
By Joseph Mitchell. (Duell, 
Sloan & Pearce; $2.) 
THE HOUSE WITHOUT A ROOF 
By Joel Sayre. (Farrar, Straus 
<6 Co.; $2.75.) 

The evolution of the New Yorker 
style of reporting, which is the meet 
urbane way of writing current his- 
tory yet devised, has been one of the 
literary phenomena of the last few 
decades. The hallmark is the no- 
stone-unturned technique, with the 
findings cased in shiny, durable, ob- 
jective prose. When a New Yorker 
writer working with the dedicated 
concentration of a medieval scholar, 
finishes investigating a subject, it 
is likely to stay investigated for some 
time. These three books which 
originated in the magazine, are three 
cases in point. 

Mr. James Thurber. who Is better 
known as our leading humorist, 
proves his beagle qualities as a re- 

porter in “Soapland,” an exhaustive 
but never exhausting study of the 
daytime radio drama, which is the 
longest and most impressive piece in 
this collection of prose and pictures. 
Included also are some highly pol- 
ished Manhattan vignettes which 
first appeared in the New Yorker's 
glinting “Talk of the Town’’ section. 
There is a dash of Thurber fiction 
which doesn't seem so successful 
and an incomparable dog story, 
marked by that gentle disillusion 
which is one of the nicest things 
about Mr. Thurber. 

Gotham Life. 
Joseph Mitchell, whose "McSorley’s 

Wonderful Saloon” is considered by 
many to be the best slice of Gotham 
life, has come up with a little char- 
acter sketch dipped in brine, which 
is also and quite unpretentiously, a 
marvelous picture of old age. His 
hero is Hugh J. Flood, a retired 
housewrecker who hangs around the 
Fulton Fish Market. Mr. Flood, at 
92 is determined to live to be 115 
and is a confirmed “seafoodetarian,” 
a hard drinker and a brilliant talker. 
He is a composite of several salty 
old parties to whom Mr. Mitchell 
has listened tirelessly and under- 
standing^. It’s another one of his 
little masterpieces. 

“The House Without a Roof’ 1s 
the story of Joel Sayre's friendship 
with an anti-Nazi family named 
Hoffman whom he discovered in the 
rubble of Berlin. Hoffman's wife 
and her daughter were in constant 
peril because they were “mongrels.” 
Mr. Sayre tells, largely in their own 
words, their harrowing experiences, 
the most stirring of which is Hoff- 
mans inspired draft-dodgir.g through 
feigned insanity. —M. McG. 

What Freedom 
Of the Press 
Means Today 
THE PRESS AND THE 
CONSTITUTION 
By J. Edward Gerald. (Univer- 
sity of Minnesota Press; $3.50.) 

Reviewed bv 
ROBERT K. WALSH. 

Any contribution to better knowl- 
edge and understanding of freedom 
of the press is as timely and im- 
portant as the day’s news. 

A University of Minnesota 
journalism professor here appraises 
court decisions and administrative 
acts for their influence not only on 
the newspaper business but on the 
constitutional guarantee of a basic 
freedom. His contribution is worthy 
and welcome, although not as simply 
and clearly written as many laymen, 
including newspaper workers, could 
wish. 

Prof. Gerald finds that, despite 
many gains from judicial interpreta- 
tions, American newspapers experi- 
enced increasing legal restraints 
during the period from the Minne- 
sota "gag’’ law or 1931 to the Taft- 
Hartley Act of 1947. He finds that 
governmental interference often was 
Federal expansion if not encroach- 
ment at the expense of State and 
local regulatory power. By and 
large, however, he believes the trend 
has been toward safeguarding and 
strengthening the common welfare 
without doing violence to freedom 
of the press. 

Hector Bolitho 
Does New Book 
On Victoria 
THE REIGN OF QUEEN VIC- 
TORIA 
By Hector Bolitho. (The Mac- 
millan Ca; $5.) 

This excellent biography of 
Queen Victoria is more than an 

acute, if affectionate, study of a 

strong-willed woman who is a 

symbol of “formidable respecta- 
bility.” It is equally absorbing 
as a meticulous history of the criss- 
crossed European affairs in which 
she was involved through her fam- 
ily connections, during the 67 years 
of her reign, which saw unparalleled 
expansion in the British Empire. 

Mr. Bolitho has already written a 

biography of this matriarch whose 
longevity and stubborness made her 
a legend in her lifetime. But the 
availability of new <and, he feels, 
vindicating) letters relating to Vic- 
toria’s father, the Duke of Kent, 
whose renunciation of his mistress 
changed the course of English his- 
tory. and also recently unearthed 
correspondence between the Prince 
Consort and his tutor justifies an- 
other volume. Even without these 
revelations, The Reign of Victoria” 
would be worthwhile, for she is 
fascinating, not so much for quali- 
ties of heart and mind, but for the 
consistency with which she kept 
strict tabs on her nine children and 
on her far-flung imperial posses- 
sions. 

The Queen’s Marriage. 
The marriage of Queen Victoria, 

who was madly in love with her 
husband, is extremely well done. 

’Despite his wife's adoration, the 
German Prince Consort had uphill 
work to make a place of his own in 
her country. At first she refused 
him any share in her political bur- 
dens. He had further, at that time, 
to contend with the ubiquitous 
Baroness Lehzen, his wife’s gov- 
erness. Gradually, however, the 
Queen began to lean on his judg- 
ment, and through his own un- 
remitting industry and devotion to 
duty he came to be respected and 
even loved by the English. Mr. 
Bolitho takes particular pains to 
show that Albert's moderation of 
the protest sent by Britain to Amer- 
ica in 1861 during the Trent afTair 
may well have averted the threat 
of war between England and the 
north. 

On the delicate question of 
whether Albert returned his wife's 
impassioned love for him, Mr. 
Bolitho is diplomatically silent. 

Victoria's long widowhood, spent 
largely at Windsor, and her almost 
wilful refusal of any comfort in her 
loss is sympathetically treated. 
During those 42‘ years she reverted, 
unchecked to the strong-headedness 
of her girlhood. She enjoyed to 
their limit—sometimes beyond—her 
royal prerogatives. Her plain, oft- 
repeated aversions to the Liberals, 
her detestation of such measures as 
the Irish home-rule bill and the 
reorganization of the House of 
Lords, her pained acceptance of the 
recurring ministries of Gladstone, 
her delight in those of Disraeli, 
are interesting instances of her sub- 
jective approach to government. 
She had one notable lack of success 
in management: her handling of 
her son "Bertie,” later Edward VII. 
The restricted measures imposed by 
his father and slavishly followed by 
her were the cause of grave mis- 
understandings between the pair, j 

Despite all the detail of wars and 
continental diplomacy, Mr. Bolitho 
keeps the dumpy, authoritative fig- 
ure of the Queen in the foreground 
—where she belongs. —M. McG. 

When the British 
Rallied to the Cry, 
'On to Virginia' 
ROANOKE HUNDRED 
By Inglis Fletcher. (Bobbs-Mer- 
rill; $3.50J 

Reviewed By 
COURTENAY PLASKITT. 

'“To Virginia! On to Virginia!’ 
became a rallying cry in the shires.; 
So great was the enthusiasm that 
the Queen became alarmed. ‘Who 
will be left to guard our shores if s 
the Spaniards come?’ she cried to 
Raleigh. ‘That insatiable Grenville 
will absorb all my men and all my 
ships. Have done, Raleigh.’ Be- 
cause of this, Sir Walter Raleigh 
wrote to Sir Richard Grenville, who 
was to be admiral of the voyage— 
"Be content with a hundred men, 
my cousin, a hundred for Roanoke 
—or shall we say the Roanoke 
Hundred?” 

Mrs. Fletcher’s excellent novel Is 
a luminous picture of life in Eng- 
land's shires in the late 1500s; of the 
sea voyage under command of Sir 
Richard Grenville, a man of heroic 
stature, and of the difficulties in- 
volved in this first English attempt 
to plant a permanent colony in the 
New World. 

No less an opponent than the 
wilderness to it’s success were the 
personal jealousies and other char- 
acter deficiencies of some of the 
men who numbered in the Roanoke 
hundred. Few of the characters are 
fictitious—few such are needed 
when the subject is as intriguing 
as this and the author as skilled. 

Andre Maurois 
Popularizes 
French FUstory 
THE MIRACLE OF FRANCE 
By Andre Maurois. (Harper & 
Bros.; $5.) 

Reviewed by 
FRANCIS DOUGLAS. 

One way to popularize the study 
of history would be to get Mr. Mau- 
rois to write more histories. 

Not only is he a talented his- 
torian but he makes history inter- 
esting—even exciting—in the Car- 
lyle tradition rather than the tra- 
dition of'scholarship. 

What does history tell us of 
France today? Mr. Maurois states 
his judgment clearly. It is that in 
the past there has been usually a 
third force to save the country 
from the excesses of the right and 
of the left. 

"Several times in the course of 
her history France has seemed 
bankrupt, now by invasion, now by 
civil war,” he writes. "Ofter other 
peoples have thought that she was 
lost, but she has always driven the 
invader out promptly, and always 
a middle party has finally rebuilt 
French unity long enough to make 
reconstruction possible.” 

Mr. Maurois gives life to the great 
cavalcade which has moved across 
the stage of France: Charlemagne, 
St. Louis, St. Joan, Henry of Na- 
varre, Louis XIV, Napoleon and 
others. 

The nation has been crushed 
tragically. But blessed with a fer- 
tile land and a people who work, 
she has risen again. She has had 
a full quota of military glories. But 
they have been surpassed by her 
glories of peace which have been 
contributions of incalculable value 
to the world. 

All this Mr. Maurois tells us again 
in his most readable style. 

The D. A. Takes a Chance, by Erie 
Stanley Gardner. (Morrow & Co.; 
$2.50.) 
Doug Selby, fearless prosecutor, 

and Sylvia Martin, helpful girl re- 

porter, occupy roles played in other 
Gardner classics by Perry Mason 
and his faithful Della, but the 
formula is otherwise the same. 

Selby, according to the booksellers, 
is less popular than Mason with 
Gardner devotees, but there is no 
perceptible reason for this, as can 
be seen by the current effort. This 
one involves a mysterious pistol 
shot, a blond who might have com- 
mitted hari-kari, but probably was 

murdered, and a lot of political 
maneuvering to install a new park- 
ing device ingeniously called Kar- 
park. Selby, aided by Sylvia and 
the county sheriff, copes w-ith a 

politicos unsavory brother-in-law, 
the cool-character who owrns Kar- 
park and a smoothly villainous 
lawyer. 

* * * * 

The Inconvenient Bride, by James 
M. Fox. (Coward-McCann, Inc.; 
$2.) 
John and Suzy Marshall, an at- 

tractive detective team, are asked to 
help solve the problems of a British 
war bride whose wounded American 
husband seems singularly uninter- 
ested in ever seeing her again. The 
young husband is obviously ill, but 
could that alone account for his 
mother s determination to keep his 
wife from his side? A somewhat 
funny badger game attempt and p 
climactic scene where our hero gets; 
stabbed with a morphine needle 
highlight an otherwise pedestrian 
effort that isn’t on a par with the 
earlier adventures of the Marshalls. 

Voice Out of Darkness, by Ursula 
Curtiss. (Dodd, Mead & Co.; 
$2.50.) 
The author of this $1,000 Red 

Badge Prize mystery comes from a 
writing family. Her mother is 
Helen Reilly, a craftsman in the 
mystery field, and her uncle is John 
Kieran of “Information Please.” 
Her first novel indicates talent can 
be inherited. It has a parcel of 
likely suspects, more than its fair 
share of suspense and romance to 
boot. Problem is who is sending 
those nasty anonymous notes to I 
Katy accusing her of murdering her 
stepsister a dozen years earlier. And 
how are those notes mixed up with 
the "accidental” deaths of the vil- 
lage gossip and an unpleasant 
sculptress? The denouement is not 
a total surprise, but you can’t have 
everything. 

* * * * 
The Queen's Awards, 1948, edited by 

Ellery Queen. (Little, Brown & 
Co.; $3.) 

Best Detective Stories of the Year 
1948, edited by David C. Cooke. 
<E. P. Dutton & Co., Inc.; $2.50.) 
Criticism of last year's awards for 

the best stories in Ellery Queen’s 
mystery magazine should be laid to 
rest with this year's top prize win- 
ner, a picturesque short story by 
Alfredo Segre about the chain of 
events after a beheaded man's body 
is found outside a small Italian 
town. Fifteen other prize stories 
are a happy blending of the sensa- 
tional with the intellectual, stories 
of suspense and the locked-room 
formula and a variety of detective 
types. They provide more sur- 
prises than the Cooke collection, but 
the latter has some flrst-rate puz- 
zlers from such professionals as Q. 
Patrick, Anthony Boucher, Hugh 
Pentecost, Lawrence G. Blochman 
and the ubiquitous Ellery Queen. 
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Reading and Writing 
'Your Uncle Sam in Washington' 
Was a Patriotic Labor of Love 

She asked Mrs. Murdock what she was doing at the family plot. 
By Mary McGrory 

Myrtle Cheney Murdock, wife of 
Representative Murdock of Arizona 
and author of “Your Uncle Sam in 
Washington,” is a writer who puts 
heart and soul into research and a 
woman who does her patriotic duty 
when she sees it—even if it means 
painting a graveyard fence. 

The fence-painting episode was a 
move in Mrs. Murdock’s one-woman 
campaign to honor the memory of 
Constantino Brumidi, the forgotten 
artist of the Capitol, who died poor 
and who lies in an unmarked 
grave in Glenwood Cemetery. It 
took months of diligent searching 
through old cemetery records to 
find out the last resting place of 
the fresco master, whose death was 
the result of a fall from a scaffold 
in the Capitol. When she finally 
found the plot in Glenwood, she 
thought—being the kind of woman 
she is—that the least she could do 
would be to give the surrounding 
fence a coat of paint. 

It Was Just the Day. 
She kept putting off this beau 

geste until one morning which 
seemed to be Just the day for it. It 
was that very morning that Bru- 
midi's grand-niece stopped by the 
grave on her way to work, and 
quite naturally, inquired 61 Mrs. 
Murdock what she was doing at 
the family plot. Mrs. Murdock ex- 
plained, and his gratified descend- 
ant, whose great-aunt was Lola 
Germon, Brumidi’s model and 
wife, told her a great deal about 
the artist which she had not been 
able to discover during her research. 

A brisk, gray-haired, friendly 
little woman, Mrs. Murdock said in 
an interview at her husband’s office 
in the Old House Office Building the 
other day that she had waited 12 
years for somebody else to write a 
book like "Your Uncle Sam in 
Washington.” Since nobody had 
come forward, she decided to do the 
job herself. It will be published 
next Wednesday. Judging by the 
constant queries from her husband’s 
constituents, she decided that peo- 
ple around the country had a great 
curiosity about the National Capi- 
tal. Many books, she felt, stressed 
the "nest of intrigue” aspect of it 
at the expense of its historic 
beauties. 

A Guided Tour. 
She got started on her quest for 

facts about the birthplace of so 
many rumors 12 years ago when 
she first came to Washington and 
took a guided tour through the 
Capitol, during which she- half 
heard the name of the artist who 
had decorated its walls and ceilings. 
She set right off to the Library of 
Congress, where she read through 
the Congressional Records of the 
period and found that many a Con- 
gressman had “viewed with alarm” 
the choice of a foreign artist <Bru- 
midi was a political refugee from 
Italy) and had prophesied that the 
walls he worked on (fresco work is 
done on wet plaster) would fall on 
their heads. This, of course, has 
proved no more accurate than many 
another political forecast. 

A long time schoolma'am and 
mother of three grown children, 
Mrs. Murdock couldn't settle down 
to the. social routine of a Congress- 
man's wife. Being as conscientious 
as she is curious, she studied one 
subject a year and thus absorbed the 
traditions and functions of such in- 
stitutions as the White House, the 
House of Representatives and the 
Supreme Court. 

All the while, she was working at 
her husband's office, keeping a 
steady stream of informational ma- 
terial flowing to the school teach- 
ers of their home State. Also she 
managed to take her doctor’s degree 
in education at George Washing- 
ton University. 

Her project at the moment is 
another book—this one about his- 
toric memorials in Washington. 

But always at the back of her 
mind is the hope of official recogni- 
tion for Constantino Brumidi, whose 
25 years of labor produced the re- 
markable variety of portraits, me- 
dallions and panoramas which beau- 
tify the Capitol. At one time she 

had thought of marking his grave 
herself, then decided that it was 
only the privilege of the country. 
She thinks a bill to correct the mat- 
ter should be introduced in Con- 
gress. So far she has not been 
able to prevail upon her husband 
to make the move. But any one 
who has met Mrs. Murdock and 
glimpsed her perseverance and in- 
dustry will probably feel safe in 
predicting that it will surely come 
about some day. 

* * * * 

| Unexploited Fiction Source 
Washington is an unexploited 

source of much good fiction, in the 
opinion of Frederick Reinstein, di- 
rector of the National Literary 
Agency at 1719 Eye street N.W., the 

'Capital’s first full-time literary 
agency. Mr. Reinstein, a former 
New England feature writer and 
book reviewer, who is being assisted 

■ by Beatrice M. Murphy, editor of 
“Ebony Rhythm,’’ is particularly on 

ithe lookout for new young writers, 

j The National Literary Agency is 
| one of a chain which has offices in 

| Baltimore, New York and Boston. 

A Lively Novel 
Of Britain's 
Naval Prowess 
CAPTAIN FOR ELIZABETH 
By Jan Wescott. (Crown; $3.) 

Reviewed by 
NINA PEMBERTON 

Few British sovereigns have been 
served with greater loyalty than was 
Queen Elizabeth. Among the galaxy 
of faithful and victorious sea cap- 

r tains wft Tom Cavendish. The ad- 
venturous two-year voyage of the 
flagship Desire, under the com- 
mand of Capt. Cavendish, forms the 
stage for this healthy and lively 
novel. 

Britain and Spain were locked in 
deadly warfare at sea. The re- 
doubtable Spanish armada was caus- 
ing all England to shudder in fear, 
and it was up to the courage and 
astuteness of Good Queen Bess’ 
captains to outwit and outfight that 
menace. The voyage of the Desire 
was one of grim determination. Its 
purpose was to sink and plunder 
all ships that showed the Spanish 
flag, and to make maps and charts 
of foreign waters to plot the course 
of Britain's future stakes in the 
world. 

The high light of events was the 
capture and crippling of the great 
Spanish galleon, the Santa Anna, at 
Cape St. Lucas, off the northern tip 
of California. It was not only the 
capture of this dread monster of 
the seas that filled Tom Cavendish 
with joy and pride, but the beauti- 
ful passenger that he found on 
board her, Catherine de Montoro. 

Philadelphia-born Jan Wescott 
has succeeded in bringing to life 
the feeling of great loyalty, courage 
and determination that so helped to 
lay the foundations of what was to 
become the greatest empire in the 
world. 
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Morison Records the Navy's 
Darkest Days, in Volume III 
THE RISING SUN IN THE PACIFIC 
By Samuel Eliot Morison. (Boston: Atlantic-Little, Brown; $6.) 

Reviewed by REX COLLIER. 
As the title of the third volume 

of Prof. Morison's naval history 
series indicates, this is the story of 
the decline of American seapower— 
and prestige—to its lowest level. It 
is the story of the Allies’ disarming 
while Japan secretly built a formi- 
dable navy, developed island bases 
and started her southward expan- 
sion via China; of Pearl Harbor, 
Wake, the Philippines, Singapore 
and the Dutch Indies; of our grim 
reverses, our mistakes, our heroic 
resistance against overwhelming 
odds in the dark days of December, 
1941, and through April of ’42. 

The first two volumes of this his- 
tory of United States naval opera- 
tions in World War II covered the 
battle of the Atlantic from 1939 to 
1943 and the naval aspects of the 
North African invasion. Prof. Mori- 
son has maintained, if not exceeded, 
the high standard of readability and 
authenticity set in the earlier works. 
Although Defense Secretary For- 
restal reminds the reader that the 
Morison series is not to be consid- 
ered “official,” the fact remains that 
Prof. Morison was commissioned by 
the late Secretary Frank Knox to 
write this well-documented account 
of the Navy’s fortunes and misfor- 
tunes and that he was given access 
to all the information needed to do 
the job. It is well that Mr. Knox 
and Mr. Forrestal permitted Capt. 
Morison to forget official format 
and follow his own free-flowine 
style. 

From Both Bides, 
This book contains what undoubt- 

edly is the most complete, objective 
narrative of the Jhpanese attack on 
Pearl Harbor and of the events lead- 
ing up to it, both from the American 
and Japanese standpoints. Prof. 
Morison deliberately delayed writing 
this account until he and his staff 
had done a thorough research task 
not only at the Navy Department 
here but in Japanese naval archives 
in Tokyo. The organization of the 
task force and the progress of the 
operation from start to finish are 
related in illuminating detail. No 
less detailed are the descriptions of 
shortcomings and grim courage of 
our own forces at our main Pacific 
base. 

Incidentally, Prof. Morison has 
some kind words to say about Ad- 
miral Kimmel. He believes his sum-! 
mary removal from command of the 
Pacific Fleet was an error which led 
to failure of the Navy’s later at- 
tempt to relieve beleaguered Wake 
Island. 

Tragedy and Devotion. 
The bitter but glorious rear-guard 

operations of the remnants of Ad- 
miral Hart’s Asiatic Fleet during 
the invasion of the Philippines andi 
in the subsequent actions south-: 
ward, as the triumphant Japs 
pushed inexorably toward the Malay 
Peninsula and Java, are described 
in a manner to arouse mixed emo- 
tions. These chapters are replete 
with stark tragedy and selfless de- 
votion to duty by men who realized 
they did not have a chance. 

Fortunately, volume III ehds on 
an optimistic and inspiring note. 
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The final chapter recounts the full 
story of the Doolittle raid until tha 
moment of takeoff of Gen. Dooi.t- 
Ue’s valiant flyers. The same note 
will be evident in the fourth vol- 
ume, for it will be devoted to the 
first American victories in the Pa- 
cific, including the decisive defeat 
of the Japanese fleet at Midway. 
That should be a book well worth 
waiting for. 
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wonderful book .. .** 

"Louis Nizer’s 'Between Yen 
and Me’ is • fascinating book, 
b kept me awake for bouts last 
eight. Grand stories superbly 
sold." 

— LmmII Wsee 
" 
... its total effect is that of a 

provocative and challenging visit 
with a remarkably informed and 
deeply sympathetic intellect." 

— Dr. Josbus L. Litbmsm 
(Author of Posts of Mind) 
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