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Distinguished Audience Hears 
National Marimba Guatamala 

By Alice Eversman 
The Pan American Union opened 

its doors again for a concert last 

night by The National Marimba 
Guatamala, which was sponsored in 
this presentation by the Ambassa- 
dor of Guatamala, Senor Dr. Don 
Ismael Gonzalez Arevalo. The Hall 
of the Americas and the corridors 
outside could hardly accommodate 
the distinguished audience which 
welcomed the opportunity to hear 
the national music and musicians 
from the Latin American republic. 
In no other place can occasion be 
had to become acquainted with the 
national idiom and style of these 
richly endowed musical countries. 
The decision this year to abandon 
he concerts at the union was be- 
vailed by many. 

Last night the appearance of the 
lamed Guatamalan group offered 
the opportunity not only to hear 
music of a special kind but also the 
indigenous instrument that has now 

found wide spread favor. The Ma- 
rimba players were eight in number, 
three performing on one instru- 
ment, four on another, assisted by 
a double bass They are skilled mu- 
sicians not only in technical mastery 
but in finesse of execution and in- 
terpretation. The color which they 
achieve is remarkably varied and 
they play as one person when form- 
ing the beautifully timed crescendos 
and diminuendos. The tonal quality 
is soft and sweet and given a float- 
ing purity by the swiftly and im- 
perceptibly manipulated sticks. 

The group plays without a leader 
although trained by Domingo Beth- 
ancourt, who takes his place as 

one of the musicians. He was 

represented also as composer on 

the program by two numbers, one 
of them a fox trot. Given first 
place was the renowned Guatamalan 
composer and musicologist, Jesus 
Castillo, whose ‘‘Obertura Numero 
2” opened the program and excerpts 
from whose Mayan opera, "Quiche 
Vinak,” closed it. This is the first 
Guatamalan opera to be written on 
an Indian subject but Castillo has 
since composed others besides or- 

chestral and piano works. Because 
of his exhaustive research in native 
folklore, he is called the Guatamalan 
Bela Bartok, but his fame rests 
equally on the inspiration he has 
given to the musical life of his 
country. 

One of his compositions, "Fiesta 
da Pajaros,” served as a solo num- 
ber for Salomon Argueta, who played 
to the piano accompaniment of 
Emilio Ramirez. Mr. Argueta, whose 
“Llegaras a Quererme” was per- 
formed by the ensemble, is an ex- 

pert on the instrument and dem- 
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onstrated every facet of his vir- 
tuosity in the folk number "Son 
Barreno” and in Ovalle’s brilliant 
marmiba fantasy, "Clarineros.” 

The National Anthems of the 
United States and of Guatamala 
took on a special character in the 
marimba arrangement and particu- 
larly well suited to the instrument 
was the clever medley of popular 
American songs. The beautifully 
designed marimbas, the colorful 
costumes of the performers and 
the fascinating rhythmic music pro- 
vided an evening of unusual en- 
joyment. 

Bales Explains Music. 
Richard Bales, director of music 

in the National Gallery of Art, ap- 
peared in the role of lecturer in the 
Phillips Gallery last night. 'Com- 
poser and conductor, Mr. Bales was 
able to discuss his subject of "What 
is Music” from both the creative 
and interpretive angle. 

Avoiding a too technical ap- 
proach, he spoke in a concise way, 
making his talk informal with ref- 
erence of a kind within the ex- 

perience of everyone accustomed 
to listening to music in some form. 
Some scientific allusions made 
understandable the many elements 
that go into the creation of music 
or into the quality of receptivity of 
those who listen. Establishing first 
that music is the language of the 
emotions and the intellect, he 
pointed out that the variability of 
personality and of eras affected 
its character and its impressions. 

Among the various elements that 
form the life of music, Mr. Bales 
cited what he called the "about” 
activity. This included talking, 
writing and scientific research about 
music. In coining the phrase, Mr. 
Bales put into a classification an 
important spur to the growth and 
the understanding of thp art and he 
made it clear that such activity is 
as necessary as the actual creation 
of music. It is the composer, how- 
ever, he noted, who puts money 

FLOOR 
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in pockets. Because of him and his 
talent, artists, publishers, managers, 
musicologists and many others 
profit financially. 

As regards the new trends in 

composition, he said, “If you don’t 
like new music, you are afraid to 
go out in the dark.” He admitted 
that there are some mountebanks 
definitely adopting the unusual and 
bizarre in order to attract attention 
but for the greater part, contempo- 
rary writers were trying earnestly, 
as the old masters had done before 
them, to enlarge the expressiveness 
of the musical language. He dis- 
claimed, however, that it was an 
universal language, insisting that 

much depended on condition! and 
the individual. 

His lecture was illustrated by re- 

cordings. As an example t.' e: iabli- 
shed favorites, he used the “Finale” 
from Handel's “The Faithful 
Shepherd” suite in Beecham’s ar- 

rangement played by the London 
Philharmonic, conducted by Sir 
Thomas Beecham. The "advanced 
contemporary idiom was shown in 
an excerpt from Alban Berg's "Con- 
certo for Violin and Orchestra” as 

recorded by Louis Krasner and the 
Cleveland Orchestra directed by 
Rodzinski. Monteverdi’s “Amor” 
with singers and instrumentalists 
copducted by Nadia Boulanger, il- 
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lustrated “great but discarded 
music” and style and form by 
Bach's “Little Fugue in G Minor” 
played by Dr. Albert Schwetizer, 
organist, and the "Fugue” from the 

Finale of Walton’s “Symphony la’ 
B flat major,” London Symphony 
Orchestra with Sir Hamilton Harty 
conducting. The program con- 

lcluded with a discussion. 
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/ad a new idea 
that adds to 

the zest of 
fine-car driving! 

Take cars as luxurious and 
powerful and beautiful as 

the new 1949 Lincoln and Lincoln 

Cosmopolitan. Build them so 

they’re easy to handle in to- 

day’s traffic...and you’ve got the 
Lincoln Idea! 

From the tremendous new en- 

gine to the last elegant detail of 
their appointments, these cars 

were designed for your driving 
pleasure. Here are just a few of 
the easy-on-you features of the 
new Lincolns. 

THE LINCOLN SIX-PASStNGtX COUPE WMe tide-wall Nfm, reed leap* aad M wheel thieldt are eptieeat. 

Completely new 152 hp, 8- 
cylinder, V-type engine- 
built with extra flexibility! 
Amazingly economical. 

See more...and more easily 
got of the new 1949 Lincoln 
Cosmopolitan’s curved, one- 

piece picture windshield! 

New individual front-wheel 
suspension on coil springs 
for smoother, easier driving 
...even over roughest roads! 

w 

The Lincoln Idea is yours to enjoy in the Lincoln and the Lincoln Cosmopolitan. Those two com- 

pletely new 1949 cars are in two separate price ranges and a choice of magnificent body styles. 

COME IN AND SEE THE NEW 1949 LINCOLN AND LINCOLN COSMOPOLITAN AT OUR SHOWROOM TODAY 
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