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U.N. Votes Plan 
For Conciliation 
In Palestine 

U. S. Loses Fight for 
Immediate Admission 
Of Israel as Member 

By the Associated Press 

PARIS, Dec. 3.—The United 
Nations today approved a new 

American proposal for broad 
conciliation on Arab and Jewish 
boundaries in Palestine without 
reference to the Bernadott*' plan 
or last year’s partition. 

The United States apparently lost 
Its fight, for immediate admission 
of Israel to U. N. membership, how- 
ever. The Membership Committee 
of the Security Council decided to 

adjourn its consideration of the ap- 
plication until after the Political 
Committee completes its Palestine 
debate. This could mean the As- 

sembly will be unable to reach the 
application in this session, even if 
the Security Council had time to 
approve it. 

The Political Committee accepted 
by a large majority an amendment 
proposed by Dean Rusk of the 
United States to a British resolu- 
tion. The change passed by a vote 
of 42’to 2, with the 12 Arab and 
Slav bloc states not voting. 

The amendment instructs the 
conciliation commission to be set 

up under that portion of the British 
resolution passed yesterday to take 
steps to assist the Jews and Arabs 
to settle all outstanding problems. 

British Proposal Altered. 
The committee yesterday deleted i 

that part of the British proposal 
which would have instructed the; 
commission to give equal weight to 
the Bernadotte plan, proposed by | 
the slain mediator. Count Folke; 
Bernadotte, and the partition plan: 
passed by the U. N. General As- j 
sembly in 1947. 

Mr. Rusk pointed out today that 
the adverse vote yesterday was 

given both by delegates who ob- 
jected to the Bernadotte plan and 
these who objected to the 1947-par- 
tition scheme. 

"If the committee is unable to 
make boundary recommendations 
that are acceptable to the majority.; 
then the question must be left to 
the conciliation commission,” Mr. 
Rusk said. 

The committee then knocked out 
the last important reference to the 
Bernadotte-plan in the British reso- 

lution. It rejected a proposal direct- 
ing the conciliators to follow Count; 
Bernadotte's recommendation that 
Arab Palestine be given to Trans- 
jordan. I 

The vote was 26 to 18, with 12 ! 

abstentions. Opposing the pro- 
posal were the 12 Arab and Slav 
bloc nations and Afghanistan. Aus- 
tralia, Burma, Costa Rica, Cuba, Eli 
Salvador, Ethiopia. Guatemala, In-1 
dia, Iran, Pakistan, Turkey, Uru- 
guay and Venezuela. 

Australian Proposal Loses. 

The committee at the beginning 
of the meeting rejected by a vote| 
of 39 to 7, with four abstentions,! 
an Australian proposal to establish 
a subcommittee to give the concili- 
ators instructors acceptable to the 

majority of the Political Commit- 
tee. 

In debating the proposal to turn 
Arab Palestine over to Trans-Jor- 
dan, Russian Delegate Semyon 
Tsarapkin said the proposal would 
nullify the partition plan which 
called for a separate Arab state. 

Russia has called Trans-Jordan’s 
King Abdullah a British puppet and 
twice has vetoed Trans-Jordan’s ap- 
plication for U. N. membership. 

Harold Beeley of Britain said he 
did not believe a separate Arab; 
state in Palestine would be likely 
to be capable of maintaining its 
existence and asked "why the Soviet 
Union so persistently insists” on 

establishing a weak Arab state in 
Palestine. 

The committee then began debate 
on the future of the holy places and 
shrines in Jerusalem and the rest 
of Palestine. Britain proposed these 
should be placed under U. N. super- 
vision. 

American. Australian, Russian and 
New Zealand informants said they 
believed that less emphasis on the 
slain mediator’s proposals is inev- 
itable in any final settlements now. 

The informants—all intimately 
(See PALESTINETPage ~A-3') 

Nazi Officer Hanged 
For Flyers' Massacre 

ty th* Associated Press 

MUNICH, Germany, Dec. 3.—A 
German Navy lieutenant who led 
the Borkum Island massacre of 
seven unarmed American airmen 
was hanged today with three other 
German war criminals. 

The executions brought to 91 the 
number of men executed in groups 
on eight consecutive Fridays for 
the slaying of concentration camp 
inmates, captives and prisoners of 
war. 

Lt. Erich Wentzel, 46-year-old 
antiaircraft officer, was stationed on 

the island off the German North 
Sea coast when an American bomb- 
er made a forced landing there ir. 
August, 1944. 

Seven, American crew members 
were shot to death after being led 
through a gantlet of workmen who 
beat them with fists and shovels. 

Hanged with Wentzel in Lands- 
berg Prison courtyard were: 

George Eickstein, 46, medical lieu- 
tenant, accused of shooting an un- 

armed American flyer to death in 
March, 1945. 

Hans Eichel, 58, police director 
at Offenbach, accused of giving the 
order wheih resulted In the death 
of an American flyer In Febru- 
ary, 1945. 

Josef Remmele, 45, sergeant at 
Dachau concentration camp who 
“selected Invalids for extermination 
transports” and “was in charge of 
executions.” 

War crimes officials said 48 men 
•till are scheduled for-hanging but 
their cases are being reviewed. 

Woman's Fear Ends in Killing 
Of Policeman and Ex-Convict 

\ 

Officer Slain in Attempt to Serve Warrant 
On Man Who Had Threatened Mother of 3 

(Pictures on Page B-l.) 

The fear of death which had 
haunted Mrs. Elizabeth Arm- 
strong for months was gone to- 
day, but only because the man 

who had threatened her was 
slain in a gun battle with a po- 
liceman who also lost his life in 
the struggle. 

Shot to death was Corpl. Grady 
A. Beacham, 40, of the ninth pre- 
cinct, who died at the hands of 
Robert Sterling Wilkerson, 34, an 
ex-convict whose attentions to the 
45-year-old Mrs. Armstrong had 
caused police many anxious mo- 

ments in past weeks. 
Before he died in the hall df 

Mrs. Armstrong's apartment, 1601 
Montello avenue N.E., Corpl. 
Beacham fired two shots from his 
service revolver. Wilkerson was 

wounded fatally, either from these 
bullets or from five fired by another 
policeman, Pvt. Harvey C. Womble. 

The two policemen, together with 
Pvt. Ray R., Swank, had gone to 

the Montello avenue apartment 
above a liquor store at 9:30 o'clock 
last night at the behest of Donald 
Armstrong, 17, Mrs. Armstrong’* 
son. 

It was not a new experience to 
Pvt. Swank or Pvt. Womble, 
who had found Wilkerson an elusive 
fugitive as they pursued him in a 

90-mile-per-hour chase last August. 

On that occasion, as before, Mrs. 
Armstrong had complained that 
Wilkerson had threatened to kill 
her. 

On July 26, police recalled, Mrs. 
Doris Golden, 20, a daughter of 
Mrs. Armstrong, swore out a war- 

rant that Wilkerson had knocked 
down the front door of the home, 
tore the telephone from the wall, 
broke beds, smashed doors and 
threatened to kill both women. 

Acting sergeant when the new 

complaint came in last night, Corpl. 
Beacham picked up a threat war- 

rant -sworn out by Mrs. Armstrong 
September 25. At the Montello 
street address, Pvt. Swank was sta- 

| tioned at the rear to prevent an es- 

i cape there, and Corpl. Beacham and 
Pvt. Womble knocked at the front 
door. 

Mrs. Armstrong did not appear at 
the inquest today. She, was reported 
under a physician's care at her 
nome, jvhere Mrs. Golden said her 
mother was “hysterical.” 

Taking the stand, Donald Arm- 
strong told of seeing Wilkerson at 
the apartment last Wednesday 
night, brandishing a .38 revolver. 

“He said Tve been locked up 
enough and if any officers come 

around to get me. I’ll fill ’em full 
of holes,’ young Armstrong related.; 

About 9 o'clock last night, Don- 
ald said, his mother slipped from 

(See SHOOTING, Page~A^8 > 

Reds in Berlin Launch 
Last-Minute Drive to 
Throttle Vote Sunday 

U. S. Removes Equipment 
From City Hall Without 
Communist Interference 

BERLIN COUP SEEN Indicating 
Soviet Bars East-West Compro- 
mise. Page B-ll. 

fty the Associated Press 

BERLIN, Dec, 3.—Communists 
launched a last-minute scare 

campaign today to try to keep 
Berliners from voting Sunday. 

Their newspapers asserted, with- 
out foundation, that the United 
States might withdraw from Berlin 
by spring and that Washington 
might recall Gen. Lucius D. Clay, 
the American military governor. 

The Russians recognized a Com- 
munist rump government "as the 
only legal” regime for Berlin and 
pledged It support. The regime was 

formed this week at a Red mass 

meeting. The Communists, assured 
a trouncing In the Western sector; 
city elections Sunday, are trying to; 
get Germans to boycott the voting. 

i 
V. S. Removes Equipment. 

The United States removed with- 
out trouble its equipment from the 
closed liaison office at the City Hall 
in the Russian sector. Communist 
police Insisted only on checking 
items taken away. The British had 
to argue four hours last night before 
the Communists let them move. 

For the third straight day an 

election rally in the Western sectors 
was punctuated by fist-fighting and 
heckling. Communists tried to shout 
down a Socialist addressing a rally 
of 5,000 persons. Socialist guards, 
posted for just such a contingency, 
pounced on the hecklers and threw 
six of them out of the hall. 

From the crowd came shouts of 
“out with the dogs.” 

The use of guards by political 
parties to protect their meetings 
harks back to the pre-Nazi days, 
when Nazi and Communist strong- 
arm squads battled in Berlin streets. 

Recognition No Surprise. 
Russian recognition of the Com- 

munist regime surprised no one. 
These steps in the Russian bid 

for complete control of Berlin were 
announced by the Soviet-sponsored 
ADN news agency last night. 

The announcements had been ex- 

pected since hand-picked delegates 
approved a Communist slate of city 
officers unanimously at a conven- 
tion in the Soviet sector Tuesday 
and proclaimed it the successor of 
the legally elected * 19461 city ad- 

(See BERLIN, Page A^fU 

Late News 
Bulletin 
Plane Attacks Tuna Boats 

SAN DIEGO, Calif. <**>.—An 
"unidentified plane” early yes- 
terday fired on thre^San Diego 
tuna clippers off the coast of 
Nicaragua, Harold Gray, ex- 
ecutive manager of the Amer- 
ican Tuna Boat Association, 
disclosed today. Mr. Gray said 
he leatned of the attack in a 

telegram from one of the skip- 
pers and had telephoned the 
State Department. 

Mme. Chiang, Waiting 
Talk With Truman, to 
See Marshall Again 

President Rejects Idea 
Of Sending MacArthur 
To China to Aid Chiang 

By Garnett D. Horner 
Mme. Chiang Kai-shek ar- 

ranged a second conference with 
Secretary of State Marshall to- 
day as she awaited a meeting 
with President Truman to back 
up appeals of her husband’s gov- 
ernment for urgent aid against 
Chinese Communists. 

The State Department disclosed 
that she had an appointment for 
some time today with Gen. Mar- 
shall at Walter Reed Hospital.; 
where he is undergoing a physical 
checkup. Mme. Chiang visited Gen. 
Marshall at the hospital for about 
an hour late yesterday. 

The President told a news con- 

ference late yesterday that he would 
receive the wife of China's presi- 
dent, but refused to say when or 

to give any hint of his attitude on 

increased help to China. 
He did, however, rule out any 

idea of sending Gen. MacArthur 
from Japan to advise Chiang's 
forces in their struggle with the ad- 
vancing Communists. 
•The Generalissimo reportedly has 

asked the President to send an 

American officer of great prestige 
to take over virtual direction of 
his armies. Chinese diplomats: 
have made clear they would like to 
have Gen. MacArthur. 

Mr. Truman responded with a no, 
period, when asked if Gen. Mac- 
Arthur would be sent. 

On administration policy toward i 
China, Mr. Truman said he 
had nothing to add to his pre- 
vious statements on the subject. 
Those' statements in general have 
called for development of a unified 
Chinese nation. Policy has been 
based on continued dealings with 
Chiang's Nationalist government. 

Aid Fund Nearly Exhausted. 
A $400,000,000 program of economic 

and military assistance approved 
by the last Congress was designed 
to bolster the Nationalist govern- 
ment. Only $125,000,000 of that 
fund was available for military pur- 
poses, however, and it is almost 
exhausted now. Officials here doubt 
if any aid program could accom- 

TSee MME. CHIANG, Page A-8 f 

Only 358 Quit Government 
Because of Loyalty Check 

Fewer than 400 persons have left, 
the Government or withdrawn their 
applications for Federal employ- 
ment because of the Government's, 
loyalty program. 

The Civil Service Commission re- 

ported today that 51 of the employes 
were fired by their agencies after 
an “unfavorable determination” of 
their cases. 

Current figures given by the com- 
mission show that 2,201,239 loyalty 
forms have been processed by the 
FBI. Of these, only 385 workers 
left the Government because of the 
checks. 

In only 7,257 cases were full field 
investigations ordered by the FBI. 
Of these 5,037 have been either com- 

pleted or discontinued. Charges or 

“interrogatories” were issued in 
1,317 cases, but only 279 hearings; 
have been held. 

Services Ban Talk About Budget 
After Order From White House 

ly th» Associated Pros! 

On instruction* from the White 
House, the armed forces have or- 
dered all personnel to stop talking 
about the effect of the proposed 
budget on the military. 

The fact that President Truman 
has stepped in to shut off such talk 
was disclosed today when the Air 
Force issued a statement which 
said: 

“The Air Force la circulating to 
all Air Force personnel the letter 
from President Truman which di- 
rected that extreme caution be ex- 

ercired in statements on items 
which may be included in the 
budget and legislative programs.” 

It was learned the Secretaries of 
the Army and Navy have sent sim- 
ilar instructions to personnel under 
them. 

The White House move cam* in 

the wake of publication of views 
by the individual services on the 
effect of the President’s proposed 
*15,000,000,000 ceiling for the mili- 
tary budget. 

The armed forces had made 
spending suggestions ranging up to 
a total of *23,000,000,000 for the fis- 
cal year beginning next July 1. Mr. 
Truman is now working on the 
budget for that year and will pre- 
sent it to Congress soon after the 
legislators meet next month. 

Last winter, the administration’s 
budget for the present fiscal year 
called for an Air Force of 55 groups, 
but Congress voted money for a 

70-group force. There was consid- 
erable agitPfon and argument in 
the Air Force over the budget pro- 
posal. The White House move may 
be intended, in part, to shut off 
anything similar this time. 

China Confirms 
Suchow Capture 
By Communists 

Supplies Destroyed 
Before Reds Took 
City, Army Says 

By th» Associated Prose 

NANKING, Dec. 3.—Chinese 
Communist capture of Suchow 
was confirmed today by govern- 
ment military sources. 

They said evacuation of the big 
Nationalist base 211 miles northwest 
of Nanking was completed at noon 

Wednesday. The Red radio an- 
nounced capture of the city at 10 
p.m., local time, last night. 

Three government army groups 
totalling 250,000 men pulled out of 
Suchow in an effort to relieve the 
trapped 12th Army Group to the 
south, in the Suhsien sector. 

Foreign military observers, how- 
ever, estimated the effective com- 
bat strength of the Suchow garri- 
son at 110,000 men—in the 16th. 2d 
and 13th Army Groups. The for- 
ward elements were stalled by Red 
columns 25 miles south of Suchow. 
The 13th Army Group was holding 
rear guard positions. 

Supply Depots Destroyed. 
Military sources reported the 

Communists entered Suchow only to 
find huge supply depots destroyed. 
Ammuniiton and gasoline dumps 
were blown up. Air observers said 
smoke pillars reach 8,000 feet above 
Suchow. 

Those sources said the Suchow 
army groups would have to fight 
through a 30-mile belt to make con- 
tact with the troops trapped at 
Suhsien and about 60 miles to reach 
the 6th and 8th Nationalist Army 
groups W'hich have formed a defense 
line on the Hwai River, 100 miles 
northwest of Nanking. 

Meanwhile, seven Red columns 
totaling about 100,000 men eased 
their assault on the Hwai River line. 
They were reported to have moved 
north (evidently to help stop the 
Suchow garrison) and to head left 
only a small holding force opposite 
the Hwai River armies. 

Government quarters reported that 
the 20th Army of about 35,000 men 

had been ordered from the Pai- 
chungshi Central China command 
to bolster the Nanking garrison. 
Except for the forces in the Suchow- 
Hwai River area, the government 
has only 40,000 troops to defend 
Nanking and Shanghai. 

Fighting Retreat Planned. 
Earlier today, the government in- 

dicated it would make a fighting 
retreat to mountainous South China 
if the Reds overrun this area. 

A Foreign Office official hinted as 

much even as the Foreign Office 
itself was assuring the diplomatic 
corps that the government "has no 

intention to remove the capital 
somewhere else.” 

This official pictured General- 
issimo Chiang Kai-shek and his top 
generals and military advisers as 

committed to staying in Nanking 
to the last possible moment. 

How far in the future that might 
be is hard to say. But if the Com- 
munists crack the new Hwai River 
battle line 100 miles to the north, 
the capital’s defenses north of the 
Yangtze would be stripped. 

The official said if forced from 
Nanking, the generalissimo and his 
generals would fall back to a point 
from which they best could direct 
a retreat. 

Nanchang Is Mentioned. 
Mentioned as a likely starter is 

Nanchang, 300 miles southwest of 
Nanking. Nanchang is the capital 
of Kiangsi province, a hilly and 
mountainous region which the Jap- 
anese never could conquer. 

Or, the official suggested, the gen- 
eralissimo might move to Chang- 
sha, capital of Hunan province 240 
miles farther southwest. 

Changsha, with a network of pro- 
tecting rivers, was another tough 
one for the Japanese, who took it 
by a sweeping encirclement similar 
to the tactics the Communists now 

use with such success. 

Another possible headquarters is 
the Hunan Province railway center 
of Hengyang, about 100 miles south 
of Changsha, also well endowed by 
natural ramparts and reduced by 
the Japanese only by encirclement. 

The official said key offices would 
move to Canton if a transfer is made 
and would become the seat of gov- 
ernment. 

Operational headquarters of the 
Chinese navy and some of the air 
force have been moved to Formosa, 
island province oft China’s south- 
east coast. '» 

Other government offices, the in- 

(Sie~CHXNA, Page A-8.) 7* 

Chiangs Spokesman 
In Nanking Resigns 

By th« Associated Press 

NANKING, Dec. 3. — Hollington 
Tong, spokesman for the hard- 
pressed Chinese g®vernment, said 
today he had resigned. 
Tong has been the government’s 

director of information since April, 
1947. He is one of the closest as- 

sociates of Generalissimo and Mme. 
Chiang Kai-shek. 

He was a membe* of Gen. 
Chbng's cabinet, with ministerial 
rank. He said his resignation be- 
comes effective as soon as China’s 
new Premier, Sun Fo, assumes 
office. 

Meanwhile, the official, Chinese 
news agency reported that’members 
of the control Yuan would protest 
to Gen. Chiang against repeated in- 
stances of rich Chinese fleeing 
Nanking. 

The Yuan, a financial advisory 
body, appointed a 20-man commit- 
tee to call on Gen. Chiang. The 
Central News Agency said also that 
the Yuan would report that mem- 
bers of China’s Defense Ministry are 

pulling out of Nanking, sometimes 
forcibly taking transport facilities. 

The newspaper Meijih Wan Pao 
reported that shipping companies in 
Shanghai had been ordered to hold 
50 vessels in readiness there and in 
Nanking for emergency use by the 
Chinese government. 
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U. S. May Be Asked 
4 

To Help Finance Free 
Seats at Inaugural 

Hildreth Finds Problem 
In Trying to Keep*Prices 
For Public at Low Level 

The 1949 Inaugural Committee 
is considering the unprecedented 
step of asking Congress to vote 
an appropriation to pay at least 
part of the cost of *recting pa- 
rade stands occupied by its own 

members, the President and his 
official family and other ntm- 
paying guests. 

Inaugural Chairman Melvin D. 
Hildreth revealed this today as his 
committee continued to wrestle with 
the problem of how to break even yet 
keep the cost of seats low to the 
paying public, as requested by Pres- 
ident Truman. 

The chairman pointed out that at 
the last full-dress inaugural parade 
in 1941 the committee had to build 
and pay for about 4,000 free seats, 
which would be 10 per cent of the 
total number to be erected this year. 

Ticket Applications 
Received in Person 
Or by Mail, Not Phone 

Persons desiring to apply for 
Inaugural parade tickets may 
do so in person or by mail at 
the 1949 Inaugural Committee 
office on the first floor of the 
Tariff Building, Seventh and 
E streets N.W. The office is 
open from 9:15 a m. to 5 p.m., 
Monday through Friday, and 
until 1 p.m. Saturday. No tele- 
phone reservations will be ac- 

cepted. 
Applications are now being 

taken only for tickets in the 
$6, $7 and $8 brackets, pending 
determination of seat prices 
and locations. Tickets prob- 
ably will be mailed to appli- 
cants about January 1. The 
inauguration is on Thursday, 
January 20. 

This includes accommodations for 
governors of the States, foreign dip- 
lomats, the press and others who 
manage to get a free ticket to the 
best seats in the Presidential and 
adjoining stands in front of the 
White House. 

“I want to make it clear to every- 

Ibody," Mr. Hildreth said, “that we 
are only trying to meet our ex- 

penses. Any surplus when it is all 
over will go to charity and not into 
anybody's pocket. But cost esti- 
mates make the problem most diffi- 
cult. Hence we are exploring the 
possibility of asking Congress for 
help.” 

He added the inaugural committee 
1 is a District of Columbia committee 
rather than a national one yet it 
has the job of taking care of both 
national and international guests. 

Mr. Hildreth said it is difficul at 
•this time to estimate the amount 
Congress might be asked to vote but 
it could run as high as $75,000. One 
possibility being considered is to ask 
a deficiency appropriation after the 
inaugural is over, to make up any 
loss. 

Problem of Aid Difficult 
Since Congress does not meet un- 

til January 3 and seat prices must 
be set long before that and revenue 

pretty much determined, the prob- 
lem of how to get Congressional aid 
is very difficult, Mr. Hildreth pointed 
out. Ticket prices are expected to 

(See INAUGURALTPage A-9.) 

Slaughter Pleads Not Guilty 
To Lobbying Indictment 

Former Democratic Representative 
Roger C. Slaughter of Missouri 
pleaded not guilty today to charges 
of failing to register under the Fed- 
eral Lobbying Act after his retire- 
ment from Congress. 

In an arraignment before Judge 
Henry Schwelnhaut in District 
Court, Mr. Slaughter was given until 
December 24 to file any motions in 
the case. Bond was set at $1,000. 

Mr. Slaughter was indicted by a 

District grand jury November 23. 
It alleged that he worked for the 
Kansas City Board of Trade, the 
Chicago Board of Trade, the Min- 
neapolis Grain Exchange and the 
North American Export Grain Asso- 
ciation, and attempted to influence 
the course of legislation in Congress. 

The Missourian, who opposed a 
number of administration measures, 
charged on November 24 that the 
indictment was “false, fraudulent 
and politically inspired.” 

Government Employes 
To Get Half-Holiday 
On Christmas Eve 

President Truman today is- 
sued an executive order giving 
Government employes in the 
Washington area a half holiday 
on Christmas eve, which falls 
on a Friday. 

The President’s order ex- 

cepted only workers whose ab- 
sence might not be approved 
by the heads of their agencies 
and any who might be pro- 
hibited by law from taking the 
time off. 

The order covered the entire 
executive branch of the Gov- 
ernment, along with the Gen- 
eral Accounting Office, Govern- 
ment Printing Office, Naval Gun 
Factory and naval stations. 

No provision was made for 
time off on New Year. 

New Four-Day Stay 
Of Execution Given 
Bernstein Slayers 

Death in Chair Set 
For Next Tuesday in 
Last-Minute Action 

BULLETIN 
The United States Court of 

Appeals, in a decision which 
came less than 30 minutes be- 
fore the two men were to go to 
the District Jail’s electric 
chair, granted a stay of execu- 
tion until Tuesday. District 
Attorney Fay telephoned the 
news to the jail at 1:39 p.m. 

Two condemned men turned 
to the Supreme Court this after- 
noon with their last hope to 

avoid execution in the District 
Jail. 

The United States Court of Ap- 
peals at 12:25 p.m., denied their plea 
for a stay of execution, but directed 
that neither man should go to the 
electric chair before 1:45 p.m. to give 
their attorneys an opportunity to 
go before the Supreme Court. 

All was in readiness at the Jail 
to execute the two colored men, 

Reginald J. Wheeler, 26, and Jesse 
James Patton, 22, convicted killers 
of Maurice Bernstein, druggist, in 
his store in the 1700 block of Florida 
avenue N.W., in June, 1946. 

Stephens Grants Delay. 
The hour of the execution had 

been set for between 10 a.m. and 
2 p.m. 

At 9 a.m., Chief Judge Harold M. 
Stephens convened the Court of 
Appeals and scanned the courtroom 
for Attorney James J. Laughlin, 
who had filed a last-minute appeal 
from a ruling by Judge Richmond 
Keech after the judges had gone 
home yesterday. 

At 9:40 a.m„ Mr. Laughlin ap- 
peared, apologized for the delay and 
asked for further time until his 
associate, John J. Wilson, could join 
him. Judge Stephens said the hear- 
ing would be delayed until 11 a.m. 

Had 11 Postponements. 
It is customary at the jail to de- 

lay executions while legal actions 
are pending which might result in 
a stay of execution, and to proceed 
swiftly to carry out death sentences 
when word is received that all legal 
recourse for the condemned men 

has been exhausted. 
The two received the eleventh 

postponement of their execution on 

November 15 at which time their 
execution was set for today. All 
regular appeals have failed and ex- 
ecutive clemency has been denied. 
Habeas corpus petitions also have 
failed. 

Charter Committee 
Nominates Ticket, 
For County Council 

Six Men and Woman 
Selected to Run in 
Election January 6 

By John V. Homer 
The Montgomery County Char- 

ter Committee today nominated 
six men and one woman as its 
candidates for the first County 
Council in the election scheduled 
for January 6. 

The nominees are: 

Dr. Lewis Meriam of Kensington, 
vice president of the Brookings In- 
stitution, for election at large. 

Frederic F. Lee of Bethesda, 
Washington lawyer and former leg- 
islative counsel to the Senate, for 
election at large. 

J. Douglas Bradshaw of Takoma 
Park, Washington lawyer, for one 
of the two suburban districts. 

Mrs. Dorothy S. Himstead of 
Chevy Chase, housewife and promi- 
nent worker in the Montgomery 
County League of Women Voters, 
for the other suburban district. 

Thomas C. Kelley of Damestown. 
lawyer and banker, and a former 
judge of the Montgomery County 
Orphans’ Court, for the central 
district. 

Augustus R. Selby of German- 
town, hour and feed miller and 
banker for the Barnesville-Clarks- 
burg-Gaithersburg district. 

P. G. Ligon of Brinklow, con- 
struction engineer, farmer and 
banker, for the Damascus-Laytons- 
ville-Olney district. 

Ratification Due Tuesday. 
The slate selected by a five-mem- 

ber committee was presented last 
night to the Beard of Directors and 
its ratification by the full member- 
ship of the charter organization will 
come Tuesday. 

The ticket is composed of four 
Democrats and three Republicans 
and gives the suburban area a ratio 
of four to three. 

With full charter organization 
support and with no opposition 
from the Republican or Demo- 
cratic organizations, the slate is ex- 

pected to win without incident. 
Two independent Council candi- 

dates already have entered the race, 
however. They are Mrs. Alma T. 
Opal, Takoma Park, and Romeo W. 
Horad, colored, Silver Spring. 

Commissioners Suing. 
There is still some question, how- 

ever, whether the Council election 
will be held January 6. The four 
Republican members of the old 
Board of County Commissioners 
have filed suit for an injunction 
which would block the vote. Tne 
commissioners contend an election 
before 1950 would be unconstitu- 
tional and that they should con- 
tinue in office until that time. 

First arguments in this suit will 
be heard at Rockville next Thurs- 
day but the issue will not be settled 
until the Circuit Court decision 
there is carried to the Maryland 
Court of Appeals later this month. 

Allen H. Gardner, nominating 
chairman for the Montgomery 
County Charter Committee, released 
the names of the candidates today. 
The committee he headed had been 
examining the qualifications of 125 
persons proposed since Montgomery 
approved the charter plan Novem- 
ber 2. 

Under the charter, the Council 
will replace the county commission- 
ers January 10 and then will re- 

organize the local government, to be 
headed by a county manager. The 
new Council will have many legisla- 
tive powers now exercised by the 

(See CHARTER, Page A-8.) 

Ex-Policeman Must Pay Third 
Of Net Income to Miss Kilmer 

Wayne W. Edmondson, 22, former 
rookie policeman, today was ordered 
by District Court to pay one-third 
of his net income for the next five 
years to Dorothy Kilmer, 19, cripple 
for life in a night club shooting last 
July. 

Judge Alexander Holtzoff gave 
Edmondson, who was convicted by 
a Jury November 9 of assault with 
a deadly weapon, 5 to 15 months’ 
suspended sentence and placed him 
on probation for five years. 

The court then added its unusual 
ruling that Edmondson must pay 
the attractive former night club 
employe a portion of ’his income 
during the, probation period, 

Edmondson was found guilty by 
a jury of three women and nine 

men, who deliberated for 90 min- 
utes. They found that Edmondson 
fired the shot accidentally while off 
duty in company with another po- 
liceman, Roland H. Holifleld, 26. 

The shooting occurred in the 
Palm Grove Club, 1601 Fourteenth 
street N.W. Edmondson had been 
brandishing his gun and Miss 
Kilmer had cautioned him against it. 

Miss Kilmer had been informed 
by doctors that she will never walk 
again. Her spine was severed by 
a single shot from a .38-caliber 
revolver. 

Hiss-Chambers 
Inquiry May Be 
Urged by Clark 

Will Ask Reopening 
If Grand Jury Urges 
If, Official Says 

Attorney General Clark said 
today he would recommend that 
the Whittaker Chambers-Alger 
Hiss investigation be reopened 
if he is asked to do so by a spe- 
cial grand jury in New York. 

Such a request, he commented, 
could come as a result of new evi- 
dence reported to have developed in 
a deposition given recently by Mr. 
Chambers, avowed former Commu- 
nist agent. The further testimony, 
reported to be “documentary,” was 
in connection with Mr. Chambers’ 
earlier public charges that Mr. Hiss, 
a former State Department official, 
belonged to a prewar Communist 
“apparatus” here. 

The House Committee on Un- 
American Activities also might re- 

open its inquiry into the matter, an 
official said. A decision probably 
will be made within a few days on 
this point, but in any event the 
committee plans to issue a report 
on the conflicting testimony of the 
two men. 

It was at public hearings before 
the committee last summer that Mr. 
Chambers, now senior editor of Time 
Magazine, made his charges against 
Mr. Hiss, who is president of the 
Carnegie Endowment for Interna- 
tional Peace. 

Depositions Kept Secret. 
Depositions of Mr. Chambers and 

his wife were taken in Baltimore last 
month at the office of William L. 
Marbury, attorney for Mr. Hiss. Mr. 
Marbury and Richard F. Cleveland, 
attorney for Mr. Chambers, said in 
Baltimore today they had agreed to 
keep the depositions secret. 

They refused to say whether the 
depositions were turned over to the 
Justice Department, the Associated 
Press reported. They added that in- 
formation in the statements was 
"not" necessarily new. 

House committee sources said 
they did not know the exact na- 
ture of the reported "documentary4 
evidence provided by Mr. Chambers. 
They said, however, it apparently 
was of such importance that the 
committee this month might re- 
sume its communism Inquiry involv- 
ing the two men. 

! Attorney General Clark, when 
asked hy reporters whether the re- 
ported new evidence warrants re- 
opening of the case, replied that it 
would be up to the grand jury. 
He added he would recommend re- 
opening if the jury asked him to do 
so. The Federal grand Jury in New 
York investigated communism and 
espionage and returned indictments 
several months ago against Com- 
munist leaders in the United States. 

The depositions taken in Balti- 
more were in connection with a 
$50,000 slander suit filed several 
weeks ago by Mr. Hiss against Mr. 
Chambers. The suit grew out of 
testimony Mr. Chambers gave be- 
fore the House committee and re- 
peated later in a radio broadcast. 

Nixon Preparing Report. 
As a result of the conflicting testi- 

mony at the hearings. Justice De- 
partment officials indicated soma 
time ago they were studying the 
possibility of perjury prosecution. 

The House committee's report on 
the case is being prepared by 
Representative Nixon, Republican, 
of California. Mr. Nixon is aboard a 

steamship bound for Panama but is 
expected to communicate with other 
committee members and staff em- 

ployes, possibly later today, on tha 
possibility of reopening the investi- 
gation and hearing. 

The future of the House commit- 
tee has been in doubt because of 
the election results and the recent 
indictment of its chairman. Repre- 
sentative Thomas, Republican, of 
New Jersey on charges of conspir- 
acy to defraud the Government 
by padding his congressional office 
payroll. 

Rankin Praises Committee Work. 
Representative Rankin. Democrat, 

of Mississippi, a committee mem- 
ber, declared today the committee 
“must |e continued.” 

Mr. Rankin, second ranking Demo- 
crat on the committee, said that 
"demands now being made by the 
Communists and their fellow travel- 
ers for the abolition of the com- 

mittee merely emphasizes the dire 
necessity for its continuation.” 

The committee, he said, has “done 
more to expose these enemies within 
our gates, warn the American peo- 
ple of the danger and put them on 
the alert than any other agency of 
this Government.’’ 

A Year of Good Reading 
In Capsule Form 

A pre-Christmas guide to 
shoppers, The Star’s annual 
book survey will appear Sun- 
day as a 20-page tabloid sup- 
plement. It will contain a 
careful evaluation of all books 
published in 1948—fiction, bi- 
ography, history, politics, 
world affairs, science, poetry, 
etc. The books in each of 
these classifications will be 
reviewed and discussed by 
specialists. 

Children’s books will be 
given special treatment by an 

expert on the subject in charge 
of the children’s department 
of Washington Public Libra- 
ries. In a leading article in 
the supplement, Luther H. 
Evans. Librarian of Congress, 
surveys the 1948 Literary Scene 
in America and analyzes cur- 
rent reading trends in the Na- 
tion’s Capital. Look for this 
special feature of 
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