
Douglas Boom Called 
Upsetying to Dignity 
Of Supreme Court 

# 
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Many Legal Men Believe 
Steps Are Needed to 

Compel Retirement 

B^Frank R. Kent. 
Since Justice Douglas' speech be- 

fore the CIO convention in Port- 
land his ardent admirers have been 
it pains to explain that it was the 
“opening gun1’ in his campaign for 
the 1952 Democratic presidential 
nomination. Though that seems a 

long way joS, they are in a high 
atate at e^tement over his pros- 
pects. 

Besides work by the justice 
himself, activity in his behalf is 
notable among the CIO bosses 
and members of the so-called 
Americans for Democratic Action, 
many of whom are ex-jobholders 
of the Roosevelt regime and 
relatives of the late President. Ap- 
parently, it is their purpose to build 
Mr. Douglas up politically during 
the next three years to the point 
where he will be the most formi- 
dable competitor for the prize. And 
to this effort, quite clearly, they 
ire going to have earnest encour- 

agement from Mr. Douglas, whose 
ivimty for personal political pub- 
licity has been repeatedly demon- 
strate*-and whose White House as- 

piratkms are thinly disguised. 
The vigor •ith which this enter- 

prise is being promoted and the 

openness with which Mr. Douglas 
is co-operating inevitably raise the 
question of his remaining on the 
Supreme Court. Concerning this 
there is a strong body of opinion 
which holds that if Justice Douglas 
does not voluntarily retire, some 

measures should be found to com- 

pel his retirement. 

View of Lawyer*. 
Among those who feel that way, 

besides many lawyers, it is under- 
stood, are a considerable number 
of judges, including some of Mr. 
Douglas’ colleagues on the Supreme 
Bench. Their view is that the Su- 
preme Court is no place from which 
to conduct a political campaign. 
It seems difficult to dissent from 
this, and the only persons who do 
are active proponents of the Doug- 
las candidacy. 

Their; reasons are as obvious as 

they are political. Let the dignity 
and prestige of a justice of the 
Supreme Court be removed from 
their hero and instantly he shrinks 
in size and availability. Instantly, 
the difficulties of their enterprise 
are increased. Prom the angle of the 
Douglas promoters it is essential 
that he remain on the court while 
they do the promoting. All they 
need from him is the close personal 
contact which they always have had 
and an occasional speech such as 

that before the CIO convention, 
none of which will interfere with a 

lofty attitude of non-political de- 
tachment on his part—though ex- 
tremely stimulating to his promot- 
ing friends. 

But this program is exactly the 
most resented by those who want 
to revere the Supreme Court and 
believe it important to the Nation 
to uphold its standards and tradi- 
tions. These contend that such a! 
program violates the court’s tra- 
ditional aloofness from politics, 
lowers its prestige and tends to! 
diminish the public confidence in 
its disinterestedness and imparti-; 
ality. •' 

Called Impropriety. 
They regard Mr. Douglas’ appear- 

ance before the CIO gathering as a 

rather shocking impropriety, point- 
ing out that the CIO is one of the 
most controversial organizations in 
the country and that, of course, it is 
in politics up to its neck. Its leaders 
were ardently for Justice Douglas 
first for the presidential and then 
for the vice presidential nomination 
at the last Democratic convention. 
He is, indeed, their favorite. 

Besides active participation in 
every political campaign and with 
recognized plans for dominating 
the Democratic Party in 1952, the 
CIO is militantly interested in 
various labor and other issues 
which come before the Supreme 
Court. Indeed, the enthusiasm with 
which he is regarded politically by 
the CIO leaders, and his cordial 
personal relations with Mr. Mur- 
ray and Mr. Reuther, would seem 

to make it embarrassing, if not 

improper, for Justice Douglas to sit 
on the court during cases in which 
they are interested. Actually Justice 
Douglas’ Portland address marks 
a precedent. It is the first time a 

member of the court ever spoke 
before a body so clearly political 
and controversial. Also, the first 
time the speech of a Supreme 
Court justice has been followed by 
the character of political discussion 
that has followed that speech. 

Considering these things, it is 
not surprising that an undercurrent 
of resentment over the Douglas 
boom should have developed. No 
one who has talked with many 
lawyers or come into contact with 
a few judges can doubt that this 
feeling exists. It has been pointed 
out that the Douglas promoters are 

basing their campaign on two as- 

sumptions which may not be 
wholly true—(1) That Mr. Tru- 
man will have no desire for a re- 

nomination—although it is true 
he has rather indicated that; <2*; 
that he will bear no ill will toward 
Mr. Douglas because the latter re- 
fused to take a chance as Mr. Tru- 
man’s running mate last July when 
the President asked him to run. 

At any rate, it will be interesting 
to see whether this boom grows or 
shrivels as time goes by. Certainly 
it will not remain static. 

Rent 4i 1948 Chev. 
Only $89.50 Per Mo. 

PUBLIC SERVICE 
DRIV-UR-SELF 

ME. 7011 1623 L St N.W. 

REAL ESTATE 
LOANS 

FIRST TRUSTS to finance 
or refinance homes in the 
District or nearby Maryland 
ond Virginic. 

Currant Rat at 

Straight Loam■ or Monthly 
Paymanta 

LINCOLN 
NATIONAL BANK 

7Hi * 0 Sts. N.W. 
17th «r H Sts. N.W. 

This Changing World 
Election in Berlin Tomorrow Stirs 
New Misgivings in Official Washington 

By Constantine Brown 
Germans of the Western sectors 

| of Berlin go to the polls tomorrow 
! to elect a new city government for 

the now completely divided metrop- 
! olis. 
| 11 w i 11 n o t, 
however, be a 

government for 
| the entire eity, 
land is not likely 
to claim—as the 
German Com- 
munists do for 

I their rump gov- 
ernment in the 

; Eastern sector— 
that its rule ex- 

tends over the 
entire commu- 
nity. It will be 
a Western sec- 

tor government. Conatantine Brown. 

elected exclusively by Western Ber- 
liners, and will exercise its authori- 
ty only In the Western sectors. 

It is true that the election orig- 
inally was scheduled to be an all- 
Berlin affair, and that it was the 
divisive tactics of the Russians in 
forbidding the election in their zone 
which gives tomorrow’s voting a 

strictly Western character. 

Misgivings Heard. 

Nevertheless, Washington officials 
express some misgivings over the 
fact that the Western Powers are 

going ahead on the basis of a lim- 
ited election providing the basis 
for more intensive Russian propa-1 
ganda alleging that the new ad- 
ministration will be an illegal gov- 
ernment chosen in an illegal elec- 
tion. 

In some quarters the Allies’ de- 
termination to proceed alone while 
the Russians refuse to permit their: 
sector to participate is regarded as1 

almost stupid, depriving the Western 
Powers of the superior legal position 
which they enjoy by virtue of the 
fact that the government elected by 
the entire city in 1946 is functioning 
in their sectors. It is felt that the 
Allies are sacrificing influence and 
prestige with the Eastern Berliners 
by pursuing their present course. 

The Russians are adept at distort- 
ing minor facts into major propa- 
ganda. They can take the fact 
that tomorrow’s election will in- 
stall a strictly Western Berlin gov- 
ernment and make it appear that we 

have disregarded the rights and in- 
terests of the Eastern Berliners, 
despite the fact that it was Soviet 
maneuvering itself which forced the 
all-Berlin government to flee from 
the city hall in the Soviet sector. 

That, of course, is not the case. 
But we cannot permit our confidence 
in the correctness and righteous- 
ness of our actions to blind us to' 
the potentialities inherent in that 
course for enhancement of the So- 
viet propaganda campaign. 

Coaid Have Called It Off. 
There is considerable point in 

asking whether it would not have 
been better propaganda from our 
standpoint to call off the election 
in the Western sectors at the same 
time that the Russians forbade it 
in their sector, making the Germans 
in all sectors of Berlin understand 
that since the Russians had made 
it impossible for all of Berlin to 
elect a new government, we would 
not recognize the city’s cleavage by 
holding an election only for the 
Western sectors. The existing city 
government, we could have con- 

tended, was the closest approach to < 

an all-Berlin government fSossible 
at this time. It would, therefore,! 
remain in office as now constituted; 
until such time as the Russian? : 

agreed to a new all-city election! 
Of course, there is a propaganda 

element involved in proceeding with 
the limited election. That is the 
opportunity for Berlin’s Western 
population to repudiate again—and 
emphatically—the actions of the 
Soviet government in blockading 
Berlin. 

Blockaded Western Berlin already 
has expressed itself in numerous 
ways along this line, and it is 
difficult to see how the advantages! 
to be gained from the election will1 
outweigh the certain disadvantage 
of providing legal recognition for: 
the splitting of Berlin and of hand-| 
ing the Russians more propaganda 
ammunition. I 

The election tomorrow will pit 
a strictly Western sector government 
—legally elected, to be sure—agaihst 
a hand picked Russian-sponsored j 
Eastern sector government. There 
can, of course, be no co-operation1 
between the two, and if any degree] 
of unity is ever restored to Berlin,! 
it will have to be in the resumption 
of four-power control of the city, 
with still another city-wide govern- 
ment to be elected. 

Bulgaria, Albania Urged 
To Accept U.N. Balkan Plan 

•y th« Associated Press 

PARIS, Dec. 4.—President H. V. 
Evatt of the United Nation? Gen- 
eral Assembly has asked Bulgaria 
and Albania to accept the U. N. 
Balkan mediation plan, it was 

learned today. 
*A high Greek official said the plan, 

intended to settle Greece’s border 
difficulties with her Communist 
neighbors, is acceptable to Greece 
and Yugoslavia. 

He said, the plan contains a sched- 
ule of agreements by which future] 
frontier incidents would be solved 
quickly. A four-nation conciliation 
commission might be created, he 
added. 

Replies from Tirana and Sofia to 
Dr. Evatt's request are awaited. 

1 

On the Other Hand *'** 

Eminent Doctor’s Diagnosis of Ewing’s 
‘Political Itch’ Questioned „ 

By Lowell Mellett i 

There are indications that the 
battle over compulsory health in- 

surance in the coming session of 
I Congress will be a real one. The 
opponents of the 
program favored 

| by the President 
are beginning to 
indulge in reck- 
less language 
and personal at- 
tack. 

The attack is 
not directed at 
President Tru- 
man. His pres- 
e n t popularity 
would make that 
unwise. And, in 
any case, noth- 
ing would be less 
convincing than 

Lowell Mellett. 

an accusation of socialistic leanings 
leveled at the Missouri farm boy- 
storekeeper now President. So the 

target is to be Oscar R. Ewing, Fed- 
eral Security Administrator. Dr. 
Paul R. Hawley revealed 'this a few 

days ago at a meeting of medical 
men in St. Louis. Of Mr. Ewing, he 
said: 

“Sensing that the cost of medical 
care is a matter of dissatisfaction 
among a majority of our people, he 
has seized upon this discontent as 

the issue upon which he would 
climb to political heights. • * * It 

is not hard for him to be persuaded 
that what he considers best for his 
political future is also best for the 

people.” 
This is hardly worthy of Dr. 

Hawley, an eminent man in his 
profession, recently retired as medi- 
cal director of the Veteran’ Bureau 
after a career, lieutenant-to-major 
general in the Army Medical Corps! 
which won him the appreciation of I 

our own and various foreign govern- 
ments. It is not worthy of him as 

executive officer of the Blue Cross- 
Blue Shield medical and hospital 
prepayment plans, voluntary opera- 
tions for which there is much good 
to be said. On just what symptoms 
he bases his diagnosis that Oscar 
Ewing has the political itch he 
doesn’t say, nor does he say that he 
has actually examined the patient. 

Mr. Ewing was born in Greens- 
burg, Ind., which i# not very far 
from W§st College Corner, Ind., the 
tiny town that gave Dr. Hawley to 
the world. He chose the law for a 
career and made a success of it, 
becoming in time a partner of the 
late Chief .Justice Hughes and, on 
the latter s retirement, a partner of 
his son, Charles Evans Hughes, jr. 
While active in Democratic politics, 
he has scarcely been considered a 

radical, in the light of his pro- 
fessional background. And only an 

urge for public service could have 
caused him to accept his present 
post, which consists chiefly of hard 
work. 

The problem of medical care has 
become a national problem and a 
serious one. Dr. Hawley himself 
has sought earnestly for a solution. 
But, in that same St. Louis speech, 
he said, “The sorry fact is that not 
yet are the voluntary plans doing 
a proper job * * • and the principal 
reason for their failure is to be 
found in the attitude of organized 
medicine to them.” 

By organized medicine Dr. Hawley 
doubtless had in mind the American 
Medical Association and its lobby- j 
propaganda offshoot, the National 
Physicians’ Committee, which, sup- 
ported largely by commercial drug 
concerns, reported expenditures of, 
$345,000 last year and $241,000 fori 
the first half of this year. The 
campaign of misrepresentation car- 

ried on by the NPC apparently has 
not worked too well, since the de- 
mand for national health Insurance 
has grown rather than diminished. 
Senator James Murray of Montana, 
singled out for defeat because of his 
sponsorship of the administration 
bill, was re-elected in November, as 

was Representative John Dingell of 
Michigan, the co-author. 

Wherefore it would seem that Dr. 

Hawley and other qualified persons 
who sincerely doubt the wisdom of 
the insurance plan would be well 
advised not to adopt the irrespon- 
sible tactics thus far employed by 
organized medicine; that, instead, 
they simply give Congress the bene- 
fit of their experience and view* 
and let it go at that. « 

(Copyright 184b. Globe Syndicate.) 
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Oh, Uncertain Santa Claus your safest 
way of making sure that Christmas gifts are 

exactly right is to invest ... modestly or 

much ... in those "gilt-edge securities" 
Woodward & Lothrop Gift Certificates. 
W&L—Main Aisle. First Floor 

Yes, her Christmas stocking has changed 

since the hung-by-the-mantel days.* But this year, every 
*■ 

debutante and grandmother finds many a little 

fashion surprise in her Christmas stocking. Sheer- 

shadow flattery, proportioned sizing, high- 

fashion coloring and pampering luxury ... in any 

one of these fine nylons, all exclusive with 

Woodward and Lothrop in Washington. 
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