
Reviewing The New Books 

Thomas H. Johnson, Willard Thorpe, Henry S. Canby and Robert E. Spiller, the four dis- 

tinguished editors of “Literary History of the United States 

Massive Study of the Shaping 
Of Our National Literature 
LITERARY HISTORY OF THE UNITED STATES 
Editors: Robert E. Spiller, Willard Thorp, Thomas H. Johnson, 
Henry Seidel Canby. Associates: Howard Mumford Jones, Dixon 
Wee ter, Stanley T. Williams. Vols. I and II, Bibliography. By 
Thomas H. Johnson. (The Macmillan Co.; $20.) 

Reviewed by MARY McGRORY. 
Much more has gone into the shaping of our national litera- 

ture than the writing of books. Words have been used as weapons 
in the Republic since Cotton Mather exhorted his Puritan fol- 
lowers to greater godliness and the early Virginia settlers wrote 
with promotional fervor of the beauties of the Southern country- 
side. It is then entirely fitting that the editors of this brilliant, 
new literary history oi tne uni tea 

States take such lull cognizance of 
the social and political forces which 
attended the first imitative pipings 
of the American voice, its adolescent 
quaverings and the sure song which 
burst forth with the era of Emerson, 
Melville and Whitman and which 
has been renewed in our own day. 

It is the insistence of this unique 
and inseparable union of life and 
literature on a new, busy and rest- 
less continent that gives this re- 

examination of our culture its force 
and vigor. The writing was not done 
in a vacuum and should not be 

appraised in a void. Before the 

expression of any given period is 
examined, a background of the con- 

temporary stresses and cross-cur- 

rents, the politics and attitudes of 
the times is given in a terser vivid 
summation. Such contributing fac- 
tors as the lack of an International 
copyright law until 1891, the rise of 
universities and public education, 
the founding of libraries, the native 

passion for lectures, newspapers and 

magazines, thl formation of our own 

distinctive speech, even the effect of 
the WPA writers’ project and the 
book clubs are thoroughly explored, 
giving the two volumes a diversity 
added to comprehensiveness. In the 
words of the editor, it is “a history 
of literature within the margins of 

art, but crossing them into the 
actualities of American life.” 

The Pageant of American ideas. 

The climate of the country never 

was ideal for the creation of a re- 

mote or highly refined kind of 

literary art, with a few purely crea- 

tive souls such as Hawthorne and 
Edwin Arlington Robinson provid- 
ing the exceptions. From the pro- 
motional or evangelical output of 
the earliest settlers, writing passed 
in the days of the infant Republic 
into the arena of everyman’s con- 

cern. The debate on the Constitu-. 
tion was fought in the market-place 
while the rest of the world watched 
in envy and wonder the building of 

a dream. The philosopher-states- 
men Jefferson and Franklin, the 

inspired pamphleteer, Thomas Paine, 
*re fully represented as intellectural 
forces. 

The liberating Influence of Emer-t 
son's transcendentalism is ex- 

plained. The power of fiction as 

propaganda was irrefutably proven 
by “Uncle Tom's Cabin.” Abraham 
Lincoln takes his place in the 

pageant of American ideas. With 

the dominance of the genteel tradi- 

tion, when Longfellow, Whittier and 

Holmes poetry became polite, but 

authorship resumed the questing, 
challenging air which, it still wears. 

In the ’90s, when the novel of social 

debate reflected a fierce investiga- 
tion of the shortcomings of the 

competitive system. 
Authors in Dispute 

The intellectual quarrels which 
have been fought ever since we had 

enough authors to dispute with one 

another have been reproduced in 
considerable and lively detail. They 
began with the furious quarrels over 

our enslavement to European ideas 
and forms and have continued un- 

abated to the battle of the critics 
which raged in the ’30s. They have 
never reached the intensity of con- 

tinental controversies, but they are 

Important and worthy of review. 
Although 55 writers have contrib- 

uted to the symposium of almost 
1.400 pages, their efforts have been 
blended together through notably 
mellifluous transitions and the book 
has a unified quality of balance and 
eloquence. At their best in esti- 
mates of our authors, the contrib- 
uting writers have shown a depth 
of insight matched in felicity and 
firmness of prose, although it might 
be said of all of them that they 
could have been more generous with 
quotations from the works under 
consideration. 

Here and there, some academic 
acolyte has tunneled happily in a 

catacomb of his own scholarship, 
where the light is dim and the des- 
tination a trifle doubtful. Richard 
T. Blackmur’s essay on Henry 
James, seems to have been written 
for a charmed circle and- contains 
some rapt convolutions of thought 
that make parts of it as formidable 
as passages in the Master. 

The historical sections are uni- 
formly stimulating and concise and 
comprise In themselves an excellent 
short history. Allan Nevin’s study 
of the Roosevelt era is particularly 
good. Wallace Stegner has done a 

refreshing essay on Western writers. 
Towsend Scudder’s chapter on 

Thoreau is outstanding for its depth 
and lucidity. Stanley Williams’ 
picture of Emily Dickinson is ex- 

ceptionally fine and sensitive. In- 
evitably, there are little clumps of 
professorial jargon, of which Par- 
rington’s "Main Currents in Amer- 
ican Thought” was wonderfully 
free and which the common reader 
may want to skirt. 

This massive history will stir up 
many a dispute. Some readers in- 
cluding this one, may question the 
glowing presentation of James Feni- 
more Cooper as a "golden story- 
teller.” But at the same time it 
should stir up many enthusiasms 
and should send many people back 
to books that were only names on a 

high school reading list. 
A notable achievement in Ameri- 

can scholarship, it is the first full- 
scale literary history since the 
Cambridge "History of American 
Literature,” which was published 
from 1917 to 1921, and more 

than justifies the editors’ con- 

tention that "each generation 
should produce at least one literary 
history of the United States, for 
each generation must define the 
past Jn its own terms.” 

Fighting the War 
In Busy Seattle 
THE ISLAND 
By Nard Jones. (William Sloane 
Associates; $3.50.) 

The best thing about this novel 
is Its authentic quality. In char- 
acter and atmosphere, in its descrip- 
tive detail it carries versimilltude. 
Furthermore, it is crisply and in- 
terestingly written. 

“The Island” tells how the war 

came to Seattle and its impact on 

a number of persons. But the 
chief characters are traced far bach 
of the war to explain what they 
do or fail to do. Attention is fo- 
cused on those men on the edge of 
middle age who were considered 
qualified for commissions, but not 

young enough for combat, and thus 
were shunted to public relations or 

intelligence or some statistical 
branch. Their dubious satisfaction 
at being in uniform and their ulti- 
mate feeling of frustration are fully 
developed. 

Lou Benedict, who tells the story, 
was a newspaperman who got a 

Navy commission in public relations. 
He fought out the war In Seattle, 
except for an Interlude In Alaska, 
where he went expecting action 
that he never found. His back- 
ground, his romances, his friends 
and a couple of thinly disguised 
enemies make up the narrative. 

It may sound like a paradox, but 
the details that make up the story 
are better than the whole. Mr. 
Jones gives an excellent impression 
of Seattle in wartime. His people 
seem real, but the situations they 

i get themselves into are not always 
plausible. The melodramatic end- 
ing could have happened, surely, 
but its immediate cawse appears to 
be a coincidence very old in drama, 
and the denouement removes a 

dilemma in a way authors have 
always found convenient. The book 
could have been shortened to ad- 
vantage. —C. B. J. 

__ 

Arts Club Book Fair 
The New Book Fair, which 

will open today at 6 p.m. at 
the Arts Club, 2017 I street 
N.W., will feature an exhibit 
of the year’s outstanding books 
and the appearance of promi- 
nent local and visiting authors. 
Rebecca Rehyer, V. C. Jones, 
Patricia McGerr, Bascom Tim- 
mons, Ann Barley, Francis 
Coleman Rosenberger, David 
Meams, Catherine Turlington 
and Maj. Andrew Geer, will 
speak on programs which will 
continue through Thursday eve- 

ning. The public Is invited. 
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A Reader’s Guide' 
Luther H. Evans, Librarian 

of Congress, appraises the 
American literary scene and 
analyzes current reading trends 
in Washington and throughout 
the Nation for The Star’s an- 

nual book survey, which ap- 
pears as a special supplement 
with this issue. Presenting an 

evaluation of books published 
in 1948 under the classifications 
of fiction, biography, history, 
politics, world affairs, science, 
poetry and others, these books 
are reviewed and discussed by 
specialists in each field. 

Ferreting Out 
The Seaminess 
In Our Society 
EASTWICK, U. S. A. 
By Howard Hush. (E. P. Dutton 
& Co.; (3.) 

Reviewed by 
STANLEY BAITZ. 

If there is one thing Mr. Hush 

proves here it is that man's in- 

humanity to man comes in all 

shapes and extends to all strata of 

society. The things that go on 

behind the respectable facade of 
the town of Eastwick would appall 
the naive or foolish who think all 
is right with the world. 

As a social worker in the town 
of Eastwick—a fictitious name, but, 
he insists, a typical American com- 

munity—Mr. Hush ferreted out 
much of the seaminess in our so- 
cial structure, and he didn’t have 
to do much ferreting either, it 
usually came to him. 

While It is true that many of 
the cases involved people who were 
shiftless or lacking in character 
and who would have been burdens 
on the community in any case, Mr. 
Hush found that the so-called 
"right people” of the community 
were often guilty of some action 

i or attitude that contributed to so- 
cial delinquency in others. 

This is a rather tedious recital 
of actual social case histories and 
while the material contained herein 
is worthy of consideration by serious 
citizens, It could, we believe, have 
been presented more interestingly. 
It seems to us that Mr. Hush, in 
striving hard to avoid identifying 
people and places and exact cir- 
cumstances, took the life out of his 
story. 

Crime and 
Mystery 

By Miriam Ottenberg 
More Beautiful Than Murder, by 

Octavus Roy Cohen. (MacMillan 
Co.; $2.90.) 
Innocent of murder though he Is, 

Steve Blake faces certain conviction 
until a beautiful young socialite 
takes the witness stand to give him 
an alibi. Just to cinch it, she an- 

nounces their relationship It more 

than platonic. Considering Steve 
had met her just once, this surprised 
him more than the Jury. Why did 
she do it? And why didn't her hus- 
band seem to mind? Steve's de- 
termination to clear his name by a 
more honest route and to solve the 
puzzle of the lovely matron and her 
baffling husband gets him into a 

pack of trouble, always with said 
matron on hand with another alibi. 
But his misadventures add up to a 

slick, high-powered yarn with 
enough suspects to crowd San 
Quentin. 

* * * * 

The Steel Mirror, by Donald Ham- 
ilton. (Rinehart & Co., Inc.; 
$2.50.) 
John Emmett, who spent the war 

in research and feels guilty about 
it, runs into a real guilt complex on 
the Lincoln highway when Ann 
Nicholson offers him a lift. Ann 
might be a murderess, a traitor, a 

lunatic or just a misunderstood 
widow. Alternately hating and lov- 
ing her, John finds himself engaged 
in unexpected violence as he rescues 
her from (1) a sheriff, (2) her 
father and doctor and (3) a sus- 
picious character mi a mountain 
road. The FBI gets in the act, too, 
with a subplot involving atomic re- 
search. Characters with the normal 
blend of strengths and weaknesses 
lend the whole nightmare surprising 
credibility. 

Margaret Irwin 
Takes Another 
Look at History 
ELIZABETH, CAPTIVE 
PRINCESS 
By Margaret Irwih. (Harcourt, 
Brace; $3.) 

Reviewed by 
CARTER BROOKE JONES, 
The block was a convenient 

device in the “merrie England” 
of 400 years ago. It was a spot 
to stop vexatious questions of 
succession that often troubled 
iponarchs none too sure of their 
right to the throne or of their 

popularity. It was a place to rid 
the royal court of favorites who had 
become somewhat less than that, 
to settle intrigues and brewing 
rebellions. And the Tower of 
London was a good stopping place 
between favor and the block, a 

haven where foes could be kept 
until a king made up his mind or 
the enemies died of old age. 

At the time, in the middle of 
thp 16th century, when Elizabeth, 
a daughter of Henry VIII, was 

emerging from girlhood, the block 
and the Tower were much in use. 

"King Harry” had used it to dis- 
pose of surplus wives and of their 
lovers, actual or suspected. In one 
of his tantrums at the alleged con- 
duct of two of his numerous wives— 
Elizabeth’s mother, Anne Boleyn, 
and Catherine of Aragon, mother 
of Elizabeth’s half sister Mary— 
Henry declared both daughters .il- 
legitimate. Later he repented and 
placed them in the line of suc- 

cession, but only after his son 

Edward should have reigned. 
Edward did not live long. Mean- 

while, he had come under the in- 
fluence of the notorious Dudley, 
Duke of Northumberland. After 
Edward’s death, Dudley contrived to 
put Lady Jane Grey, a granddaugh- 
ter of one of King Henry’s sisters, 
on the throne. But poor little Jane, 
who never wanted to be queen, 
hardly got used to wearing the 
crown jewels. Dudley had set out 
to lure Mary and Elizabeth to the 
Tower and the block. But Eliza- 
beth feigned ilmess. Mary, the 
elder sister by 18 years, fled to the 
wods, gathered her followers, 
stormed back to London and seized 
the throne. Lady Jane and Dudley 
and a lot of others soon found the 
headsman awaiting them. 

Sequel to “Young Bees.” 
But Elizabeth, the sprightly girl 

with flame-colored hair, seemed 
more popular with the people than 
Queen Mary. And it was a ques- 
tion whether Mary 'Would let Eliza- 
beth live. They'd always been fond 
of each other, but a little thing 
like family relationship counted for 
nothing against the throne or any 
sort of power. Substitute some 

j fanatical Ideology for the throne, 
and the same sort of violence may 
be found today. 

Miss Irwin has written a fascinat- 
ing sequel to "Young Bess,’’ the 
story of Elizabeth's girlhood. "Eliz- 
abeth, Captive Princess,” deals with 
the few days Jane was queen, the 
coup that brought Mary to the 
throne, and the period when Eliza- 
beth was in and out of favor with 
her half-sister. Elizabeth spent a 

long time in the Tower, wondering 
each night whether the executioner 
would be waiting for her next 
morning. The book ends with the 
marriage of Mary to Philip of Spain 
and their ruthless retaliation against 
those who had plotted to oust Mary. 
Elizabeth Anally was released. 

Vivid and Exciting. 
In a day when the historical novel 

has been cheapened and much 
overdone as a type of fiction, this 
story could well serve as a model of 
how to make history vivid and excit- 
ing without resort to pulp writing or 

sensationalism. Miss Irwin gives 
the feeling that all her figures were 
human beings, despite their en- 

tanglement in the melodramas of the 
court. Elizabeth emerges as a fear- 
less girl, with a certain wild charm 
and a dagger-sharp wit. Even Mary, 
whom people called Bloody Mary, 
engenders some sympathy, as a 

queen who started out to be con- 

ciliatory and had cruelty more or 
less forced on her by the ways of 
her era. Hie religious differences 
that split England into fierce feuds, 
and the game of power that Spain 
and France played, with England as 

prize, are well developed. The writ- 
ing is distinguished. 

One may look forward to the next 
book in Miss Irwin’s saga, when 
Elizabeth will be queen. "Elizabeth, 
Captive Princess,” is a Literary 
Guild selection. 

Here's'a Miracle 
In Hectic Action' 
ANGELO’S WIFE 

By Virginia Myers. (The Bobbs- 
Merrill Co.; $3.) 

“Angelo’* Wife” is a novel about 
the early, lusty life in California. 
The Jacket of the book boasts that 
“the characters in this novel are 

always in action, riding, hunting, 
fighting, loving, hating, wrestling 
wealth and beauty from the wilder- 
ness.” This is all too true, but if you 
enjoy rushing headlong from one 
fantastic exploit into another "An- 
gelo’s Wife” is something of a mira- 
cle in hectic action. It is a bitter 
pill, however, for one who expects 
the action in a novel to evolve sensi- 
bly from the plot, or for one who 
prefers a few dramatic crises to a 
series of melodramatic ones. 

—M. B. 8. I 

Chess I 
By Donald H. Mugridge 

Open house at the Washington 
Chess Divan on November 34 
Drought a large turn-out, and two 
sections of rapid transit play were 
contested. The Class B tourney 
was won by Col. E. W. Sturde- 
vant with 9>A-11A points, while 
Charles Graichen and E. Scott Dil- 
lon shared the remaining prizes at 
8- 3 each. Complete results of the 
Class A event follow: 
D. H. Mugridge 6-2 M. Kurti S>4-414 
N. Robins 7>A-2>4 M. Shultz 4-6 
H. Berliner 6Mi-3'/a E. M. Knznn 3-7 
S. Naidel 6‘A-3>4 W. P. Gray 2-6 
8. Adler 6-4 W. Michael* >4-9‘A 
R. Cantwell S Vi-44 

On November 27 an impromptu 
double-round 5-minute game tour- 
ney was won by Jan Galvins with 
9- 1, nosing out N. Robins, who had 
8 V*—1 Mg- Third at a considerable 
remove was Simon Naidel with 6-5. 

The Divan Championship took a 

sensational turn when Comdr. 
Charles D. Mott, finally returning 
from the naval maneuvers in the 
Arctic to complete his postponed 
schedule, defeated the leader, Oscar 
Shapiro. Comdr. Mott held on to 
the pawn which Shapiro as black1 
sacrificed in a two knights’ defense, 
and ultimately lured his opponent 
into a subtle trap in the ending. 
Henri P. Reyss improved his chances 
by outplaying George S. Thomas in 
a QP game. Thomas resigned when 
he found that white had not only 
won a piece but kept the initiative 
as well. John R. Rice played very 
strongly against D. H. Mugridge’s 
Chigorin Defense to the queen's 
gambit, and came into the ending 
a pawn ahead, only to permit black 
to break through on the queen’s side 
with a pawn that could not be stop- 
ped from queening. Mott has drop- 

ped one point, Shapiro l*/a, Reyss 2, 
and Mugridge 24. Mott and Reyss, 
and Shapiro and Mugridge have yet 
to meet. 

The well-known New York player, 
Milton Finkelstein, was recently a 
visitor at the Divan. He brought 
the welcome news that the partici- 
pation of Reuben Fine in the forth- 
coming international tourney at the 
Manhattan Chess Club is assured 
It will be Fine's first tournament ap- 
pearance since the Hollywood event 
of 1945. Stahlberg has had to can- 
cel his entry, but efforts are being 
made to obtain a European* master 
as a substitute. The remaining 
American representatives will be 
Herman Steiner, Arnold S. Denker, 
Isaac Kashdan, Israel A. Horowitz, 
and, as we had hoped, Arthur Bis- 
guier and George Kramer. 

Mr. Finkelstein contested a num- 
ber of five-minute games with 
leading players of the Divan, among 
them the following: 
White: Mugridgc Black: Pinkelstein 

Cxro-Kann Defense 
1 P-K4 P-QB.I 10 B-Q2 R-Kl 
•• P-Q4 P-Q4 11 QR-K1 P-KN.1 

:t N-QBS PxP 12 Q-R4 P-KB4 
4 NxP N-BM 10B-KN5 Q-KS 
5 NxN ch KPxN 14 N-B4 QxR 
0 B-QB4 B-QO IS BxP ch K-N2 
7Q-R5 0-0 10 Q-R8 ch K-Rl 
8 N-K3 Q-K2 17 NxP checkmate 
9 0-0 N-Q2__ 

Phyllis Bentley 
Writes the Saga 
Of a Family 
LIFE STORY 
By Phyllis Bentley. (Macmillan 
Co.; $3.) 

Reviewed by 
MARGARET BLAIR SHUMAKER 

Phyllis Bentley planned her latest 
novel in a good tradition, but some- 
where between the plan and its final 
embodiment something went very 
wrong. \ 

| “Life Story” is the saga of a fam- 
1 ily from grandmother to grandson, 
iln such a family history there are 
! deep and satisfying wells from which 
to draw—of all types of novel this 
best allows for exploration of the 
most significant human relation- 
ships. The Forsythe Saga and 
Kirstin Lavransdatter are outstand- 
ing examples of the richness to be 
gleaned from such a plot. “Life 
Story,” on the other hand, is out- 
standing only for its failure to ac- 

tualize any of the fine potential 
offered by this type of novel. 

The style of the novel is pedes- 
trian and the characters are dull. 
With these initial handicaps there is 
not much hope for the plot itself. 
The focus of the story is on the re- 

volt in successive generations of the 
child against the parent. This re- 

volt is, of course, an old story, but 
that does not preclude its use here; 
the way in which Miss Bentley deals 
with it, however, is not wily stale 
but amateurish. One would think 
that Miss Bentley went to work with 
a pocketbook edition of Freud in one 
hand and her pen in the other, the 
right hand knowing only vaguely 
what the left hand was doing. 

There is some interest to be found 
in the authenticity of the Yorkshire 
background and Miss Bentley's 
knowledge of cloth manufacturing, 
but this is not enough to sustain 
you through the whole tedious book. 

Postwar Fatigue 
Leaves a Mark 
THE PEOPLE OPPOSITE 
By Sylvia Thompson. (Atlantic- 
Little Brown & Co.; $2.75.) 

A minor effort/ from Sylvia 
Thompson, English author of "The 
Hounds of Spring,” this light novel 
deals, counterpoint fashion, with 
the lives of two London households 
which dwell across the street from 
each other. One family is happy, 
with a devoted husband and wife 
and three children. The other, 
consisting of a pair of confused 
young worldlings, is not. Miss 
Thompson also introduces servants 
and relatives and a rather pat 
romance. It is all skillfully handled, 
but the mark of British postwar 
fatigue is on it. 

^Ije Sunday §itaf 
Weekly Book Survey 

The Sunday Star hat arranged with tome 

of the leading booksellers of Washington 
and suburban areas to report each week 
the books which tell best as a guide to 
what Washington is reading. 

Thi* report It for tfce week ending Dec. I 

FICTION _. 

"The Yeung Liens," Irwin Shaw 
"The lij Fisherman," Lleyd C. Douglas 
'The Naked and the Dead," Norman MaMer_ 
"Catalina," W. Somerset Maugham_ 
"Remembrance Reck," Carl Sandburg_ 
"Dinner at Antoine's," France* Parkinson Reyn 

_ 

NONFICTION____ 
"Roosevelt and Hopkins," Robert I. Sherwood__ 
"The Gathering Storm," Winston S. Churchill 
"Crusade in Europe," Dwight D. Eisenhower_ 
"Peace of Mind," Joshao Loth Liebman__ 
"Georae Washington." (Volt. I b ID, Douglas Soathall Freeman 
"Westward Ha?" S. J. Perelman T 
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BOOKS% KIDDIES 

BOOKS for Children of All Ages 
15e 25* 

JUVENILE 
STORY 
■BOOKS 

“Little Golden” BOOKS 
"Little Golden" books ere ■■ 
written especially for small ■ B y 
children. They are beautifully M ~ ■ 
illustrated and have hard \w 
back covers. 

Large Aaaortment 

Children's 

GAY TELL-A-TALE BOOKS 
How children love these wonderful 
"Tell-A-Tale" books. Beautifully 
written stories. 15e 

Beautifully 
Illustrated 

GIANT STORY BOOKS 
Imagine a big story book with 365 stories 

one for each day of year. Rhymes, 
stories and poems. 

Mother Goose Bed- 
time Stories 

CUTOUT 
BOOKS 

There ore the famous classics every 
child should read. Tom Sawyer, Heidi, 
Treasure Island and many, many others. 

“LITTLE GOLDEN LIBRARY BOOKS” 
Prepared under supervision pf Dr. 

Mary Reed of Columbia University. 

This is the finest collection of books for young readers and listeners 
we have ever seen. The Child Study Association of America says 
they're the answer to a parent's prayer. Fine pictures, excellent print. 

■ 

COLORING 
BOOKS 

I 

Keep Kiddies Busy ivith 

Paint and Coloring Books 

LITTLE-“BIG LITTLE” BOOKS 
Stories about their comic strip' hero’s, 
stories of adventure, of action and 
intrigue. 

G. C. MURPHY CO. 
F & G Sts.* Between 12th & 13th Sts. N.W. 

Open Thurtday, 9 AM. Till 8:50 PM. 
t 

810 7th St. N.W. 
Open Thurt., 9 AM. to it80 PM. 

3128 14th St. N.W. 
Open Every Evening 


