
Business Seen Divided 
On Taft-Hartley Act 
Proposed Changes 

Revisions Needed, but Law 
Has Not Destroyed Any 
Unions, as Is Charged 

By David Lawrence 
Senator Ives, Republican, of New 

York, who is one of the specialists 
In the Senate on the subject of 

labor-management legislation, says 
that an outright repeal of the Taft- 

Hartley Act would leave a "no-man’s 
land” and chaos in the field of labor. 
Such a step would wipe out the 
Wagner Act and abolish the Labor 
Board overnight. It would repeal 
the collective bargaining provisions 
of Federal law. 

The New York Senator says the 
practical thing to do is repeal the 
amendment known as the Taft- 
Hartley Act but, at the same time 
and in the same bill, make a new set 
of provisions embodying the good 
features of both the Wagner Act 
and the Taft-Hartley law. 

It is doubtful whether a majority 
of both houses can be assembled to 
vote out the entire Taft-Hartley Act 
without a substitute satisfactory to 
the same majority. Senator Ives 
does not believe that labor-manage- 
ment legislation should be partisan 
or political. That is one reason why 
he does not go along with the pro- 
posed report by the Joint Com- 
mittee on Labor Legislation which is 
shortly to, issue a statement outlin- 
ing the amendments it proposes. He 
feels that the division on this al- 
ready is along Republican and Dem- 
ocratic lines and that this ought not 
to be the congressional attitude to- 
ward an industrial program. 

Many Proposals Seen. « 

As for amendments and new leg- 
islation, the Nation will see many 
proposals introduced when the new 
Congress meets next month. There 
seems to have been a united front 
by labor leaders demanding repeal 
of the Taft-Hartley Act but they, 
too, have thought they could allow 
an interval to elapse afterward be- 
fore a*new law is substituted. There 
is, of course, a way by which the 
repeal bill can be worded to re- 
store the original Wagner Act. This 
probably would start such a debate 
and controversy as to endanger the 
repeal bill itself. Something which 
takes the place of the Taft-Hartley 
Act and is different from the Wag- 
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G. O. P. Taking Shape 
Dissenters Attack Taft Assumption 
He Will Continue to Lead Minority 

By Doris Fleeson 
Senator Taft’s calm assumption 

that he and others who dominated 
the Senate 

% 
in the Eightieth Con- 

gress will continue to lead the Re- 
publican mi- 
nority in the 
Eighty-first i s 

being quietly at- 
tacked by vari- 
ous dissenters. 

They mclude 
liberals like 
Senator P1 a n- 
ders who pay sin- 
cere tribute to 
Senator Taft for 
his ability, his 
courage and his 
attempts to 
meet the liberal 
challenge half- 
way but who Dorl» Flecson. 

feel the Taft label is a nanaicap to 

the party. This group wants new 

faces and new spokesmen. 
Senator Kenneth Wherry of Ne- 

braska, who assumed all the bur- 
dens of floor leadership when the 
aging Wallace White of Maine 
proved too ill to carry on is not 

happy, either, about the plans of 
the Taft wing. This schedule would 
promote Senator Taft’s great friend, 
Senator Millikin of Colorado, to Mi- 
nority Leader and return Senator 
Wherry to party whip. 

Vandenberg Has No Rivals. 
It would take care of Senator 

Vandenberg, the foreign policy sage, 
with chairmanship of the Repub- 
lican conference, again with the 
tacit understanding that in his field 
he could be supreme. Senator Taft 
said frankly that after the Repub- 
licans were defeated, he had de- 
cided not to seek a place on the 
Foreign Relations Committee. Ap- 
parently he had thought it might 
be more necessary, to fight a Pres- 
ident of his own party in that field 
than it is to oppose the Democratic 
President. Anyway he has bowed 
out of that possible rivalry with 
Senator Vandenberg. 

Senator Taft was the most artic- 
ulate defender of the Eightieth 

ner Act has already been indicated 
as the desire of the Secretary of 
Labor, Maurice Tobin. 

Business spoicesmen seem to De 
divided in their proposals as to 
what should be done. Over the week 
end, for instance, the magazine 
“Business Week,” published by the 
McGraw-Hill Company, in an edi- 
torial declaring that tne Taft-Hart- 
ley Act “went too far,” says: 

"It crossed the narrow line sepa- 
rating a law which aims only to 
regulate from one which would de- 
stroy. Given a few million unem- 
ployed in America, given an ad- 
ministration in Washington which 
was not prounion—and the Taft- 
Hartley Act conceivably could 
wreck the labor movement. 

"These are the provisions that 
could do it: (1) Picketing can be 
restrained by injunction; (2) em- 

ployers can petition for a collective 
bargaining election; (3) strikers can 
be held ineligible to vote—while 
the strike replacements cast the 
only ballots; and (4) if the outcome 
of this is a ‘no-union’ vote, the 
Government must certify and en- 
force it.” 

Case Not Made Ont. 
The foregoing appears to em- 

phasize points that do not seem to 
have destroyed any unions thus 
far. First of all, the law does not 
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Congress. He made it quite clear 
to reporters on his return from 
Europe last week end that while he 
was not going to quibble about title 
or place, he intends to shape the 
Republican record in the next ses- 
sion so far as he can. 

* 

So few Republican Senators have 
returned to the Capitol it is impos- 
sible to gauge the strength of the 
anti-Taft surge. 

Were Senator Wherry with his 
force and aggressiveness a liberal, 
he could do much to shape a real 
revolt. But Mr. Wherry on the roll 
call is usually on Mr. Taft’s side; 
apart from their personality differ- 
ences, they do not represent any 
great departures in political phi- 
losophy. Senator Wherry is popular 
with the Middle Westerners in the 
Senate; he will hardly be acceptable 
to the Flanders group as the sign 
and symbol of the change they want 
to dramatize. 

Scott Has Little Power. 
One thing Senator Taft made 

clear that all Republicans in Con- 
gress will support, which is that 
they, not National Chairman Hugh 
Scott, will be the Republican Party 
during the next four years. His- 
torically and practically, it has 
always been true that the minority 
party comes back or fails on the 
record of its congressional repre- 
sentation. 

Chairman Scott, a Dewey choice, 
who happens also to be a member 
of the House, has announced his 
intention of remaining as chairman 
and has made several suggestions 
about the future. He has very 
little real power as things stand, 
however, and will remain more be- 
cause no dominant faction has 
another candidate than for any 
defiance on his part. 

Apart from questions of policy or 
even his tart personality, many of 
Senator Taft’s colleagues are nerv- 
ous about his plans simply because 
he is a prima donna, a one-man 
show who does things his way be- 
cause it’s the best way, he is en- 
tirely sure. The Senator from Ohio 
will leave his mark on Congress 
because he is able; he is not a team- 
work player. 

permit any injunction against peace- 
ful picketing. It affects only picket- 
ing in which violence or physical 
intimidation is involved. It does 
restrain picketing in secondary boy- 
cott cases, but President Truman has 
announced in favor of banning 
secondary boycotts. 

As for employer petitions in col- 
lective bargaining cases, the union 
need not ask for certification until 
it has a majority and the employer 
cannot petition until the union is 
ready for an election and asks for 
bargaining rights. 

On the subject of voting, the Su- 
preme Court, under the Wagner Act, 
ruled that an employe on strike 
who had been replaced by a perma- 
nent employe was no longer entitled 
to vote except where the strike in- 
volved “unfair practice” charges. 
The Labor Board, in its rulings un- 
der the Wagner Act, was moving 
toward the same position now being 
taken under the Taft-Hartley Act. 
If the law is to guarantee that the 
union is to wdn every strike and 
that no employer may hire any re- 
placements because he would have 
to fire them when the strike was 
settled, the so-called economic 
power in collective bargaining would 
certainly be heavily balanced against 
the employer. 

There are several points on which 
revision of the Taft-Hartley Act is 
desirable, but it is doubtful whether 
any persuasive case can be made out 
by those who argue that the present 
law was designed to or really could 
destroy the labor movement in 
America. 
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On the Other Hand 
Man Who Did Not Choose to Run 
Away Lives to Fight Another Day 
By Lowell Mellett 

Prom all one can learn the Presi- 
dent's state of the Union message, 
now in course of preparation, is 
going to read remarkably like the 
Democratic par- 
ty platform. 
Whether it con- 
tains any of the 
special zing that 
characterized his 
campaign 
speeches is not 
certain, but 
there is every 
indication that 
the same stub- 
bo r n n e s s—or 
firmness of pur- 
pose-will be ev- 
ident. 

It will be a 

call for action Lowell Mellett. 

by Congress, in enect, tne Demo- 
cratic majority will be reminded of 
the pledges given by the party in 
July and the Republican minority 
reminded of the decision given by 
the people in November. 

The man who did not choose to 
run away last summer, apparently 
does not choose to do so now. Those 
closest to him say this definitely is 
true. 

He expects to fight for his pro- 
gram, they say, and he won’t be 
fighting Just for the fun of it. 

Motto: No Compromise. 
Reminded that it may not be 

easy, they recall that it didn’t look 
easy last spring and summer, either, 
when even his best friends wouldn’t 
tell him he had a chance. It was 

some of these who told him then 
that, like Coolidge, he should not 
choose to run. He chose, however, 
not to run away. 
So now it appears that if the' 

Eighty-first Congress wants a fight 
with the man who licked the Eight- 
ieth Congress at the polls, it can 

have it. The "President’s motto is 
still: No Compromise. 

Not even on the most troublesome 
problem of all, that of civil rights, 
is the President inclined to com- 
promise, his advisers say. Having 
won despite the Dixlecrat defection, 
he is not disposed to grant any 
tender consideration to that politi- 
cal element. He believes he is in 
complete harmony with the mass of 
the American people on this sub- 
ject and that the time has come 
for a showdown. This means he 
expects the Democratic leaders to 
perform a major operation on the 
Senate rujes and eliminate the 
filibuster as an accepted part of 
Senate proceedings. With this done 
there should be enough Democratic 
and Republican votes to enact the 
program promised by the platforms 
of both parties. 

The course to be followed on la- 
bor legislation seems clear and the 
enactment of the desired legisla- 
tion much easier. Some correction 
of demonstrated flaws in the old 
Wagner Act is indicated, but first 
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there must be repeal of the Taft- 
Hartley Act. Despite the party’s 
firm pledge and the President’s 
own, there has been a good bit of 
talk of merely amending the Taft- 
Hartley law to make it more accept- 
able to organized labor. Organized 
labor doesn’t see it that way. Nor, 
so the labor leaders are being as- 
sured, does the President. 

Labor Ready for Fight. 
Repeal cannot be had without a 

battle, but the President need be 
little more than an onlooker or 

cheering spectator in this engage- j 
ment, waiting with pen poised to 
sign the repealer when it is passed 
—with the same pen perhaps that 
signed his unsuccessful veto mes- 
sage in the last session. Any fight- 
ing that may be necessary can be 
conducted by the labor organiza- 
tions. The latter are already set 
for it and full of confidence, having 
in mind how much time, effort and 
money they put into the campaign 
for a long list of elected Congress- 
men. 

Just as he will look to his party’s 
Senate leaders to clear the path 
for civil rights legislation, the Pres- 
ident will look to the House lead- 
ers to remove the obstructions to 
social legislation, including hous- 
ing, health and education. This 
will involve either a radical reduc- 
tion in the autocratic power of 
the Rules Committee or a change 
for the better in its membership. 
The President has found the House 
leaders, those due to be selected 
in January, sympathetic to the no- 
tion that this committee should 
cease to be the cemetery of all 
liberal hopes. 

(Copyright, 1848, Olob* Syndicate.) 

McLemore— 
Would Send Bills 
To 'Hoss' Players 

By Henry McLemore 
Like all other States whose treas- 

uries are fattened by race tracks, 
Florida is deeply interested in the 
improvement of the breed of the 
horse player. 

In States 
where there is 
no racing, the 
“hoss” player 
may be very un- 
important, in- 
deed, but not in 
those where the 
colts and the 
fillies play, and 
often is heard 
the discouraging 
words “dally 
double” and 
“two-hoss par- 
lay.” 

Where tracks 
are legal, the Henry McLemore. 

Bettor is a man to De rectconea witn. 

A Juicy percentage of the dollars 
he wagers finds its way back to 
the State capital and later may be 
admired in the concrete of high- 
ways, the walls of school buildings, 
the folding money in veterans’ wal- 
lets, and the trees and flowers of 
public parks. 

Fear for Players’ Health. 
At the moment Florida is thor- 

oughly worried about its “hoss” 
players. Too few of them are show- 
ing up at the track, and the sus- 
picion has grown that they are 
wagering away from the track, mak- 
ing their bets with bookmakers, a 

group of men who up until now have 
shown little willingness to share 
their profits with the State. Being 
outside the law in Florida, book- 
makers never have been able to 
make their parlors of chance very 
attractive. More often than not 
they are tucked away in an obscure 
building, have about as much sun- 
light and fresh air as a can of to- 
matoes, and in general offer very 
little in the way of health. 

Florida seems to feel that if "hoss" 
players continue to patronize such 
places they will lose their health, 
and, in time, Florida will be without 
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bettors, which would be a severe 
blow to the treasury. 

So, plans whereby these bookie 
establishments can be made into 
veritable health resorts are being 
considered. Naturally, they will 
have to be legalized, and this has 
been proposed by the soon-to-be 
State Racing Commission Chair- 
man, Leo Edwards. The nag em- 
poriums would be operated by the 
State, and only in counties where 
there were no tracks, in order not 
to jeopardize attendance at the 
tracks. 

Mr. Edwards has not yet revealed 
what these State-operated bookie 
joints — pardon, solariums — would 
offer, but I imagine they would fea- 
ture such items as these: 

Retiring rooms with a doctor in 
constant attendance for $50 and 
$100 players whose horses were 
beaten in photo-finishes, and free 
lunches for those who wanted to 
stay late and wager on the Cali- 
fornia tracks. 

Professional optimists to cheer up 
those poor souls whose horse won 
but was disqualified for conduct un- 
becoming a thoroughbred. 

Free Touting Service. 
Air conditioning, sun lamps, free 

touting service, and carfare home 
for those who gave their all to the 
State. 

A card on which stars could be j 
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WASHINGTON AUTO AUCTION 
Ml MmiIU* M.. Him HI. UM 

pasted, the stars to be given ou! 
each week to those patrons wh* 
hadn't missed a day of racing. 

Prizes for those who lost the moat 
each day, and free soda pop for 
those brave souls who ventured into 
the realm of three-horse, four-horse 
and five-horse parlays. 

If the State really wants to get 
out all the bettors, why not sim- 
plify the business of betting even 
further. Remember those cards 
housewives used to hang out to show 
the iceman how much ice was to be 
delivered? Similar cards could be 
issued to all citizens and they could 
hang them out at night when they 
had finished doping the next day’s 
racing. Then, bright and early, a 
State “iceman” could walk around 
the streets and take down the bets. 
Bills would be sent out each month. 
(Distributed by McNsught Syndicate, Inc.) 
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