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Chiang's Troops 
Follow Him in 
Mystery Move 

Thousands Go South 
After Ex-Leader; Li 
Brings in His Forces 

HOFFMAN TO CONSULT Acheson 
on China-Aid Policy. Page A-5 

By the Associated Press 
SHANGHAI, Jan. 24.—Thou- 

sands of Generalissimo Chiang 
Kai-shek's “personal troops” were 
following their “retired” leader 
south today, abandoning the 
Shanghai-Nanking defense area. 

Immediately alter news of this 
unexplained movement, Acting 
President Li Tsung-jen was reliably 
reported bringing 50,000 soldiers 
personally loyal to him into the 
Nanking sector from the Hankow 
front farther west. 

Tne Communists, whom the dis- 
integrating Chinese government has 
been suing vainly for peace on al- 
most any terms, meanwhile, re- 

ported their unopposed advance 
southward had reached points only 
30 miles north of Nanking .by yes- 
terday. 

The Reds presumably were still 
nearer today. 

No Opposition Left. 
The telephone operator at Pukow, 

Nanking's railway station on the 
north bank of the Yangtze River, 
said “every one is gone from here.” 

This apparently meant there were 
no government troops left on the 
north bank to oppose the Commu- 
nist march. i 

Dispatches from Nanking said the! 
60,000 troops that Acting President, 
Li was bringing up were intended j 
either to defend Nanking from the 
Reds or to prevent other govern- j 
ment troops from violating any 
cease-fire order. 

(This strongly suggested the 
possibility of government factions 
mutinying or fighting among 
themselves. It pointed to the 
possibility that what remains of 
Nationalist China was rapidly 
degenerating to the old days of 
rival warlords with personal 
armies. 

'The movement of Gen. Chi- 
ang's “personal troops'' south 
could have several meanings, 
none of them favorable to the 
Nationalist cause. They might 
be intended for his personal de- 
fense, for a last-ditch stand 
somewhere in the south, or for 
bargaining purposes with the 
Communists. 

Chiang at Native Village. 
(Gen. Chiang flew away from 

Nanking Friday and went to his 
native village of Chilow, 210 miles 
southeast of Nanking, announc- 

ing he had “decided to retire" 
and let Li Tsung-jen try to make 
peace with the Reds. 

(If actually retired, he would 
presumably have no need for 
troops, but a clue may be the 
Communist insistance that Gen. 
Chiang is a “war criminal” who 
will be punished if caught >. 
Thousands of tioops, moving with 

full equipment, were evacuating 
garrison points between Shanghai 
and Nanking, these reports said. 
They jammed railroads and were 

reportedly en route to Chekiang 
Province, where the generalissimo 
now is in at least temporary retire- 
ment. 

Civilian trains packed with heavy 
new year's holiday traffic have been 
sidetracked for long periods during 
the last 24 hours to permit troop 
rail movements. 

Chiang Still President. 
The government's director of in- 

formation, Shen-Chang-huan, said 
today Gen. Chiang is still President 
of China. 

His statement was made in reply 
to a question by the Associated Press 
at a Nanking tea party for foreign 
diplomats to meet Acting President 
Li Tsung-jen. Mr. Shen explained 
that under the contitution Vice 
President Li is Acting President be- 
cause Gen. Chiang is absent and 
unable to perform his duties. 

The party was held as Communist 
forces reportedly arrived on the op- 
posite banks of the Yangtze near 

Nanking. 
There were no signs of a fight 

from the outnumbered, retreating 
Nationalist forces. The government 
continued the southward removal of 
its ministries, a spokesman said, “in 
order to fight on. if Communist; 
peace terms are too harsh to be 
acceptable.” 

From their conquest of Manchu- 
ria last fall, the Communists have 
(Continued on Page A-5, Column27) 

Russia Wants Peace, 
2 Red Party Chiefs Say 

By the Associated Press 

ROME, Jan. 24.—Leaders of the 
Italian and French Communist Par- 
ties declared anew yesterday that 
Russia wants peace. 

They coupled their remarks with 
an accusation that the United 
States is preparing for war. 

The top Italian Communist, Pal- 
miro Togliatti, and French Com- 
munist Chief Marcel Cachin ad- 
dressed a Communist rally hero and 
called on “the peoples of the world 
to save the imperiled peace." 

Both men recently have made 
similar speeches which have been 

interpreted as the beginning of a 

new Communist propaganda line to 
convince the world it can get along 
with Russia's leaders. 

Many of the 6,000 persons at the 
meeting cheered when Mr. Togliatti 
said; 

“The people do not want war, and 
Comrade Stalin does not want war. 

“The Marshall Plan is politics 
provoking a new war. The policy 
of American industrialists is for 
war, but they cannot go to war 

because they know they would be 
beaten by the will for peace of the 
people.” 

Mr. Cachin said “the Soviet is 
preparing no aggression. She needs 
peace. But the United States is 
spending $40,000,000,000 preparing 
war for tomorrow.” 

D. C. Improvements Forecast 
Under Reorganization Plan 

Frederick Lamton, First Witness Called 
By House Committee, Urges Quick Passage 

By Francis P. Douglas 
President Truman's request for 

authority to reorganize the exec- 
utive branch of the Government 
would permit improvements in 
the "cumbersome administrative 
structure of the District” and 
make way for adjustments in 
the division of activities between 
District and Federal agencies. 
Frederick J. Lawton, assistant 
budget director, told Congress 

i today. 
Mr. Lawton, the first witness as 

the House Executive Expenditures 
| Committee opened hearings on the 
reorganization proposal, urged speed 
in passing the measure. 

Former President Hoover, chair- 
man of the Commission on Organi- 
zation of the Executive Branch, will 
appear before the committee next 
Monday. Controller General Lind- 
say C. Warren will appear at 10 
a m. tomorrow. 

In the bill before the House, as 

in previous reorganization acts. Con- 
gress would have the power to veto 

any plan submitted by the Presi- 
dent. 

Mr. Lawton pointed out that when 

a reorganization plan is proposed 
by the President, under the pending 
bill, it must lie before Congress 
for 60 days of continuous session. 
He said some time must be allowed 
for preparation of plans. 

"It wall be impossible to utilize 
the reorganization plan procedure 
this year unless the necessary en- 

abling legislation is adopted early 
in the session,” Mr. Lawton said. 

Today's hearing was the first pre- 
sided over by the committee's new 

chairman, Representative Dawson, 
Democrat, of Illinois, one of two 
Negro members of Congress. 

Mr. Dawson questioned Mr. Law- 
ton on the section in the bill pro- 
hibiting the consolidation of the 
District Government with any other 
agency or abolishing the District 
Government or its functions. 

Mr. Lawton said this assures that 
the character of the District Gov- 
ernment cannot be changed. He 
added, however, that if a function 
of the Federal Government should 
be in the District Government, or 

the reverse, a change could be ac- 

complished under the measure. 

Representative Hardy, Democrat, 
of Virginia, brought out that under 
(See REORGANIZATION. Pg. A-2.i 

British Recognition 
Of Israel Reported 
Decided by Cabinet 

Formal Announcement 
Of Action Expected by 
Bevin in Day or Two 

By the Associated Press 

LONDON. Jan. 26 — A govern- 
ment source said the British 
cabinet formally approved Brit- 
ish recognition of Israel today. 

The informant, who declined to 
be named, said Britain would an- 

nounce her decision in a matter 
of days. 

The announcement probably will 
be made by Foreign Secretaiv Bevin 

ito the House of Commons. 
One of the things now holding 

jit up, he said, is a desire to co- 

ordinate announcement of British 

jrecognition with similiar announce- 

ments by the Australian and New 
Zealand governments. 

Trying to Convince Arabs. 
Another delaying factor is under- 

stood to be that British diplomats 
probably are seeking to convince cer- 
tain Arab governments that the 
Jewish state of Israel has become 
a reality, whether they like it or 

not. 
British recognition of Israel is ex- 

pected to be on a de facto basis— 
that is. simple acceptance of the 
fact that the state exists. 

THe only other form of recogni- 
tion would be de jure—that is, ac- 

ceptance of the right of the gov- 
ernment concerned to exist. 

De jure recognition carries with 
it the estabishment of full-scale 
and formal diplomatic relations. De 
facto recognition is usually accom- 

panied by the appointment of a po- 
litical representative. 

Recognized by 23 Nations. 

Twenty-three countries have al- 
ready announced their recognition 

| of Israel. Among them are the 
[United States. Russia and such do- 
minions as South Africa and Can- 
ada. The French government ex- 

tended de facto recognition today. 
American recognition of Pales- 

tine's eastern border state of Trans- 
| Jordan—whose ruler is King Abdul- 
lah— is expected to follow the 
British. 

This is one result of top-level 
British-American talks which have 
been going on in Washington for the 

[past few weeks, with the object of 
co-ordinating the two countries' 
Mideastern policies. 

Responsible sources said an- 

nouncement of the move probably 
would follow quickly Israels elec- 
tions tomorrow. 

Bunche Tries to Avert 
Breakdown of Parley 

RHODES, Jan. 24 Israeli- 
Egyptian armistice talks in their 
final nervous stage were resumed 
today after a brief period in which 
it was feared the conference had 
been broken off in failure. 

The resumption may be temporary, 
but the acting United Nations 
mediator. Dr. Ralph J. Bunche, 
labored to avert a breakdown over 

touchy Negeb boundary issues. A 

spokesman said the “immediate 
difficulties" facing the delegations 
had been solved, but Me gave no in- 
dication that a successful conclusion 
could be expected. 

This statement came after Dr. 

'See ISRAEL, F’age A-4.) 

Scandinavians to Try 
Again on Defense Pact 

By th« Associated Press 

COPENHAGEN, Denmark, Jan. 
24.—Government leaders from Den- 
mark, Norway and Sweden failed 

i today to reach final agreement on 

formation of a Scandinavian de- 
! fense alliance. They will try again. 

A communique issued at the close 
of a three-dav conference here 

! said the possibility for a common 

defense system still exists and the 
next meeting is to be held at Oslo. 
January 29. 

"The Scandinavian people are 

determined to defend by all means 

available their freedom, their in- 
dependence and their democracy 
against aggression," the communi- 
que said. 

“Under certain conditions it will 

{be possible to agree on a mutually 
| obliging but otherwise detached 
Scandinavian defense alliance.” 

This seemed to mean that the 
'three countries will not link up in 
I the proposed North Atlantic alliance 
now being negotiated. That W'ould 
be a defense network made up of 
Britain, Belgium, Canada, France, 
Holland. Luxembourg and the 
United States. 

Senate Group to Back 
Some Filibuster Curbs, 
Chairman Hayden Says 

Morse and Long Engage 
In Verbal Exchange as 

Public Hearings Begin 
By J. A. O'Leary 

A prediction that the Senate 
Rules Committee will vote for 
some tightening of curbs on fili- 
bustering was made today by 
Chairman Hayden at the start of 
public hearings. 

"The only question that remains 
to be considered is whether a mene 

majority or two-thirds of the Sena- 
tors voting shall be able to bring 
debate to a close.'’ Senator Hayden 
declared. 

The hearings were recessed at 
noon until tomorrow morning after 
Senator Morse. Republican, of Ore- 
gon. tangled verbally with young 
Senator Russell B. Long, Democrat, 
of Louisiana, as the Oregonian 
made the opening plea for his rule 
to let a simple majority limit de- 
bate. 

Another Republican, Senator 
Knowland of California, tried to1 
have the hearings go on this after- < 

noon, indicating that the Repub- 
licans are eager to push the rules 
fight. 

Civil Rights Plan at Stake. 

Although the civil rights program 
was barely mentioned at the open- 
ing session, it is the moving force 
behind the drive to curb Senate fili- 
bustering. 

Senator Knowland made the point 
that committee action on the rules 
should be expedited so that the is- 
sue can reach the floor before other 
important legislation is ready. Sen- 
ator Hayden replied that the hear- 
ings could not go on this afternoon 
because Senators had made previous 
appointments. 

When Senator Long took issue 
with some of'Senator Morse’s argu- 
ments it was his first active role 
on Capitol Hill, since being sworn 

in January 3. His father, the late 
Senator Huey Long, frequently 
filled Senate galleries when he took 
the floor to speak at length against 
measures he opposed. 

Senator Long construed Senator 
Morse's move for cloture by ma- 

jority vote as an argument that 
even if a majority had the same 

will to proceed as the minority it 
cannot break a filibuster. 

Morse Pleads for Change. 
Senator Morse replied that, of 

course, a majority could secure ac- 

tion now by physical endurance- 
staying in continuous session—but; 
he thought the time had come for 
the Senate to get away from de- 
cisions by physical endurance. 

"What about the rights of people 
from one section of the country to 

delay action on an issue until the 
rest of the country car. be in- 
formed?” asked Senator Long. 

"I think the proposed new rule; 
leaves ample time for that,” Senator; 
Morse replied, referring to the fact; 
that after the adoption of cloture, 
whether under the old or new rule, 

<Se FILIBUSTER, Page A-4.) I 

Hoover May Ask 
End of 50,000 
Federal Jobs 

Commission's Plan 
Seeks Saving of 
256 Million a Year 

By Joseph.Young 
Tlie Hoover Commission is ex- 

pected to recommend to Congress 
changes in Government person- 
nel practices which would radi- 
cally alter the present Federal 
civil service system. 

It is estimated that the proposals 
would reduce Federal employment 
by at least 50,000 workers and re- 
sult in an annual savings of $256,- 
000,000. The Star has learned. The 
commission, which has been study- 
ing reorganization of the entire 
executive branch, will report to 
Congress by March 15. 

Here are commission recommen- 
dations which will probably be con- 
tained in the final report: 

1. New firing procedures which 
would make it much easier for the 
Government to get rid of incompe- 
tent employes. Employes with less 
than one year of service could be 
fired without any appeal, and other 
employes w'ould be entitled to only 
one appeal in their agency, instead 
of four appeals they are now al- 
lowed 

Careerist Could Appeal. 
Career employes, however, would 

be fSven the right to appeal to the 
commission, something which non- 
veteran Government career em- 

ployes cannotido now. If the com- 

mission ruled in their favor, their 
agency would have to re-employ 
them, but not in their old job. 

2. The present efficiency rating 
system would be abolished. In its 
place would be “ability service rec- 

ords," which would be used only to 
achieve better understanding be- 
tween supervisor and employe re- 

garding the duties and performance 
of the job, and as a guide for pro- 
motions. 

3 Veterans’ preference would be 
modified. 

4. The present seniority plus effi- 
ciency rating factors governing re- 

tention of jobs in any major Gov- 
ernment reduction-in-force program 
would be abolished. In its place 
would be job retention registers, In 
which employes would be rated as 

outstanding, well qualified and qual- 
ified as the basis for future reduc- 
tion programs. 

Veterans would get credit for 
each six months they spent in the 
armed services, but they would; 
have to take their Job retention 
chances according to the job reg- 
ister category in which they were 

placed. They would lose the abso- 
lute job retention preference rights 
they now have. 

Agencies Would Hire. 
5. Personnel recruitment and 

placement authority would be 
transferred from the Civil Service 
Commission to the individual de- 

partments and agencies. The com- 

mission would police and post- 
audit hirings in the Government, 
but agencies would have a free 
hand, wherever possible, in select- 
ing their own employes. 

6. The "one out of three" selec- 
tion rule, whereby agencies at 

present have to select one of three 
persons sent them by the commis- ■ 

sion, would be abolished. In its 
place, agencies would set up their; 
own registers, grading job applicants 
as outstanding w ell qualified, quali- 
fied and unqualified. 

7. The present salary system 
would be replaced by a new one 

fixing pay on the basis of prevail-' 
ing rates for comparable private 
industry jobs in the same area. 

Congress w'oula raise the present 
$10,330 pay ceiling substantially and> 
set the maximum and minimums 
for different job categories. How- 
ever, the individual departments 
and agencies, under the supervision 
of the Civil Service Commission, 
would have a free hand in setting 
their own salaries for their em- 

ployes. j 
Reward System Urged, 

8. A reward system would be es- 

tablished for supervisors who are 

able to reduce the number of em- 

ployes under their supervision. The 
Hoover Commission sharply criti-! 
cizes what it calls “empire build- 
ing” in the present system, in which, 
it charges that the salary of super-1 
visory employes depends on- the ; 
number of employes under their 
supervision. 

8. Greater promotional opportu- 
nities would be provided for Gov- 
iContinued on Page A-2. Column 6.) 

Huebner Says Nazis Captured j 
D-Day Plans on Day of Assault \ 

Value of Normandy 
Invasion Document- 
Recognized Too Late 

By the Associated Press 

HEIDELBERG, Germany, Jan. 
24.—The entire Normandy inva- 
sion plan was captured by the 
Germans the first day of the as- 

sault, but they failed to capital- 
ize on it, Lt. Gen. Clarence R. 
Huebner said today. 

"Had that paper been recognized 
for its true value the entire outcome 
of the war might have been differ- 
ent," the chief or the American 
ground forces in Europe declared. 

He said the document was sent 
back through normal German chan- 
nels and did not reach Field Mar- 
shal Gerd Von Runstedt until 30 
days later. 

By that time the Allies had a firm 
foothold on the French coast and 
the document was virtually value- 
less to the Germans. 

The plan had been captured on 

the Omaha beachhead in the initial 
phase of the Normandy landing. 

Gen. Huebner related the incident 
to stress the importance of speedy 
communications in combat. 

He spoke at a critique conducted 
by officers who participated last I 

LT. GEN. CLARENCE R. 

HUEBNER. 

week in American winter maneuvers | 
in Germany. 

The maneuvers marked a change t 
in the Army’s setup here in that the j 
constabulary now operates as a I 
corps, with full participation in j 
field maneuvers. 

The 1st Division, strongest Ameri-j 
iSee HUEBNER, Page A-5J 

Locomotive Engineers 
Plan to Strike Monday 
On 15 Western Roads 

Brotherhood's Demands 
For Second Man on 

Diesels Rejected 
By the Associated Pres* 

CHICAGO. Jan. 24. — The 

Brotherhood of Locomotive Engi- 
neers announced today that 25,- 
000 engineers would strike 

against 15 Western railroads next 

Monday. 
The dispute involves the brother- 

hood’s demands for a second engin- 
eer on Diesel locomotives. 

J. P. ^Shields, first assistant grand 
Chief engineer of the brotherhood, 
said the strike Is set for 6 a m. Jan- 
uary 31 in all time zones. 

“We have exhausted our efforts 
under provisions of the National 
Railway Labor Act,” Mr. Shields 
said “The railroads have declined 
arbitration.’’ 

Arbitration Was Rejected. 
He declared that negotiations 

ended January 14 when the Na- 
tional (Railway) Mediation Board 
offered to arbitrate the dispute. The 
railroads rejected arbitration. 

A spokesman for the Association 
of Western Railways issued a state- 
ment saying: 

“They (the engineers) Insist on 

additional engineers on all Diesel 
engines. We told them no, as extra 
engineers are not necessary on 

Diesels. The firemen have no coal 
to shovel and no fire to watch and 
can assist the engineer. 

“Their purpose is to create a good, 
fat-paying job. The railroads have 
announced they will not arbitrate 
‘make work’ programs." 

Took Strike Vote in Fall. 
Members of the brotherhood 

started taking the strike vote late 
last fall. At that time Alvanley 
Johnston, grand chief engineer, 
said “another engineer is needed to 
look after the machineiy in the 
back end (of multiple unit diesels).j 
while the first engineer operates the 
controls. Safety is a factor in our 

demands.” 
Mr. Shields said today the pro- 

posed strike could be halted only 
if the mediation board asked Presi- 
dent Truman to set up an emer- 
gency fact-finding board. 

He liated the railroads involved in 
the dispute at the Great Northern; 
Northern Pacific; Chicago, Burling- 
ton Quincy; Missouri Pacific; 
Texas <fc Pacific; Atchison, Topeka 
Santa Fe dines East and West ex- 

clusive of the coast lines); the Un- 
ion Pacific central district (the old 
Oregon Short Line >; the Southern 
Pacific system: Illinois Central: 
Chicago & North Western; Western 
Pacific: Chicago, Rock Island & Pa- 
cific; St. Louis A San Francisco 
(the Frisco Line'; International 

(See RAILROADSTPage A-6.i 

Hope of Transfer to Israel 
Lures Jews Back to Camps 

By the Associuted Press 

NICOSIA, Cyprus. Jan. 24.—Jew- 
ish escapees from British detention 
camps on Cyprus applied for per- 
mission to come back inside the bar- 
riers as Britain today began trans- 

ferring camp inmates to Israel. 
British military authorities said 

an unspecified number of Jews who 
escaped in past months were per- 
mitted to re-enter at their own 

request so they could qualify for 
transport to Israel. 

Auihorities said those who re- 

turned will be sent to Israel in due 
course. 

The first batch of 2.000 Jews, of 
the approximately 10.000 held, were 

embarked in Famagusta Harbor 
aboard the Israel steamer Galila, 
scheduled to sail today for Haifa. 

It is expected the camps will be 
cleared within the next two weeks. 

Star's Inauguration 
Editions Exhausted 

The demand for The Star's 
inauguration editions of Jan- 
uary 19, 20 and 21 has reached 
such proportions that no more 

orders can be accepted. Extra 
printings of these editions and 
the special color rotogravure 
section will take care of all 
orders now in The Star office. 

BULLETIN | 
New Rent Bill Offered 

An administration bill call- 
ing for extension of the na- 

tional rent-control law until 
March 31. 1951, was introduced 
in the House today by Repre- 
sentative Spence, Democrat, of 
Kentucky. The bill would 
tighten and broaden the pres- 

! ent law, which expires March 
31, and would restore certain 
controls. 

Appeals Court Backs 
$1,500 Tax Exemption 
For All in Service 

Coast Guard Officer 
Paid With Civilian 
Funds Wins Case 

By W. G. Pollard 
The United States Court ol 

Appeals today held that a man 

ion temporary active duty as an 

officer with the Coast Guard Re- 
serve was entitled to a $1.500-a- 
year exclusion in figuring gross 
income for tax purposes, al- 
though his pay during the duty 
came from his civilian Govern- 
ment position. 

The ruling was made in the case 

of William R. Connelly of Falls 
Church, It reversed a decision by 
the Commissioner of Internal Rev- 
enue. who disallowed the allowances, 
and also a decision bv the tax court 
which had affirmed his decision. The 
tax years involved were 1943 and 
1944. 

Received Civilian Pay. 
Mr. Connelly, it was pointed out, 

had been a civilian Government em- 

ploye and continued to receive pay 
from the civilian job while on Coast 
Guard duty. He received no com- 

pensation during the time from the 
Coast Guard. 

Judge E. Barrett Prettyman of the 
Court of Appeals declared: 

"We do not see how similarity of 
duties can erase the distinction be- 
tween civilian and military service. 
If it be attempted, an appalling 
confusion would arise. Ail sorts of 
questions would be. presented as to 
the thousands of industrialists who 
are inducted or commissioned and 
assigned to operate plants or to 
command patrol boats and as to 

military personnel on duty at the 
Pentagon * * 

The opinion related that pay re- 

ceived by Mr. Connelly, regardless 
of its source, was “compensation for 
active service as a commissioned of- 
ficer in the naval forces of the 
United States during the war." 

Judge Edgerton Dissents. 
The Court of Appeals held, how- 

ever, that Mr. Connelly was not en- 

titled to exclude funds for "commu- 
tation of quarters" from his gross 
income. 

The court said hp "was furnished 
no quarters and received no com- 

mutation of quarters.” 
Judge Henry W. Edgerton. in a 

brief dissenting opinion, expressed 
the view that Mr. Connelly has “no 

i claim to the statutory privileges of 
! ex-service men" and expressed the 
view that he was not entitled to the 
$1,500 exclusion. 

Judge Bennett Champ Clark 
I heard the case with Judges Pretty- 
man and Edgerton. 

Envoy in London Recalled 
To Moscow for Parleys 

By the Associated Press 

LONDON. Jan. 24.—Soviet Am- 
bassador Georgi N. Zarubin has been 
recalled to Moscow for high-level 
talks, an official Russian Embassy 
source said today. 

He is to leave by plane today. 
The source refused to say what 

Mr. Zarubin would discuss. 
Diplomats in a position to know, 

however, said he would talk princi- 
pally about the Big Four Austrian 
treaty conference due to begin here 
on or about February 7. 

These informants said he also 
would discuss British-Soviet trade. 

Mr. Zarubin presumably will rep- 
resent Russia at the Austrian con- 

ference. 
The Ambassador has had a lead- 

ing role in negotiations for a big 
scale, long term British-Soviet trade 
agreement. 

Mr Zarubin is due back in Lon- 
don during the first week in Feb- 
ruary. 

Tentative Jury Picked 
As ’Axis Sally' Goes 
On Trial for Treason 

Court Excuses Several 
From Panel for Fixed 

Opinions About Guilt 
THE STRANGE CAREER of "Axis1 

Sally" Is Recounted in a Special 
Story on Page B-l. 

By James J. Cullinane 
Miss Mildred E. Gillars, the 

American woman who, as "Axis 

Sally,” became the glamour girl 
of the Nazi radio, radiated con- 

fidence as she went on trial in 
District Court today charged 
with treason. 

She held her head high and smiled 
I reassuringly at her stepsister while 
John M. Kelley, jr., special assistant 
to the Attorney General, told a pan- 
el of more than 100 prospective jur- 
ors that she stands accused as a 

traitor because she gave aid and 
comfort to the enemies of the United 
States during wartime. 

Judge Edward M. Curran told the 
jurors “this woman is entitled to 
an impartial jury” as he propound- 
ed a long series of questions intended 
to expose any preconceived opinion 
as to her guilt or innocence. 

Tentative Jury Picked. 
Seven of the prospective jurors 

said they had already formed fixed 
opinions and were excused from the 
panel. Four men and one woman 

said they were opposed to capital 
punishment. Since the maximum 
penalty for treason is death the 
Government is expected to chal- 
lenge this group later in the day. 

When the court recessed for lunch 
a tentative jury of nine men and 
three women was in the box. At 
that time the defense had used 
10 of its 20 challenges and the 
Government had exercised only 
three. 

The defendant obviously had 
worked hard to accentuate the ves- 

tiges of her fading glamor. 
She is 48 years old. a tiny woman 

with a shapely figure. She looks 
several years younger. Her thick, 
gray hair was tightly curled at the 
ends of her shoulder-length bob and 
the nails of her slender fingers were 

painted a vivid red. As she en- 

tered the courtroom she wore a long.1 
black, velvet cape and a bright blue; 
scarf tied around her neck. These 
she placed aside as she sat beside < 

her attorney, James J. Laughlln. 
Her dress was black and simply tai- 
lored. 

Boldly Surveys Courtroom. 

She turned and boldly surveyed 
the packed courtroom until she lo- 
cated her stepsister. Mrs. Edna Mae 

Herrick, an Ohio dancing teacher 

—Ysee~AXIS SALLY, Page A-4.) 

Columbia Valley Plan 
Pressed by Truman 

The White House said today that 
President Truman will ask Congress 
to create a Columbia Valley Author- 
ity as soon as several Government 
agencies draft legislation to provide 
for development of the water re- 

sources of that vast Northwestern 
region. 

The projected CVA is one of sev- 

eral river authorities that the Pres- 
ident has had under consideration. 
In preparing to request legislation, 
he sent letters to the heads of sev- 

eral agencies today asking that they 
work with the White House staff in 
preparing the measure. 

In identical letters to the Secre- 
taries of Interior, Agriculture, Com- 
merce and Army, the budget direc- 
tor and the chairman of the Council 
of Economic Advisers, the President 
said “it is most important that con- 

crete legislative proposals for such 
legislative authority in the Colum- 
bia Basin be developed on a sound 
basis." 

Mr. Truman had a good look at 
the Columbia Basin development 
last summer when he visited Grand 
Coulee Dam. 

Weekly Truman Meeting 
With Leaders Postponed 

President Truman's customary 
weekly meeting with Democratic 
leaders from Capitol Hill was called 
off today. 

Press Secretary Charles G. Ross: 
said it was not convenient for the' 
legislators to visit the White House j 
and that they w-ould probably be in j 
laier in the week. 

May, Garssons 
Lose Appeals in 
War Fraud Case 

3 Face Prison Terms; 
Stephens Dissents 
On Indictment Form 

By Robert K. Walsh 
The United States Court of 

Appeals today upheld the District 
Court conviction of former Rep- 
resentative Andrew J. May of 
Kentucky and Henry and Murray 
Garsson, wartime munitions 
makers, on charges of conspiracy 
to defraud the Government and 
the giving and receiving of 
money for services by May. 

Today’s decision was by a 2-to-l 
vote, with Judges Prettyman and 
Edgerton affirming the lower court 
verdict and Chief Judge Stephen* 
dissenting. 

May, wartime chairman of the old 
House Military Affairs Committee, 
and the Garsson brothers were sen- 
tenced to serve eight months to two 
years in prison following their con- 
viction July 25, 1947. 

$53,000 Bribes Charged. 
The three were convicted on a 

general conspiracy charge, and May 
was found guilty on additional 
counts of accepting more than $53,- 
000 in bribes for services he gave the 
Garsson brothers. The Garssons in 
turn were found guilty also on 

charges of aiding and abetting May 
in acceptance of the money. 

The three have been free on 

$2,000 bonds each, fixed by Judge 
Henry A. Schweinhaut, who pre- 
sided at the District Court trial, 
which lasted 11 weeks in the spring 
and summer of 1947. 

(In LeWisburg, Pa., Attorney 
Charles J. Margiotti, counsel for 
the Garssons, told the Associated 
Press he would appeal the ruling 
to the Supreme Court.* 
Today's majority opinion, written 

by Judge Prettyman, rejected nine 

specific points raised by counsel for 
May and the Garssons, in argu- 
ments before the Court of Appeals 
almost a year ago. 

Chief Judge Stephens dissented 
principally on the ground he be- 
lieved the indictment was improperly 
drawn. 

Objects to Procedure. 
He declared the Government 

I should have tried the defendant* 
! either on a general conspiracy 
charge or under the statute relat- 
ing to acceptance of money by a 

member of Congress for services 

| to private citizens and companies. 
The majority opinion held, how- 

jever, that the indictment “clearly 
land properly” charged one conspir- 
jacy embracing all the defendants 
land that May was properly tried 
rat the same time under the statute 

j concerning unauthorized acceptance 
j of money by a member of Congress. 

The opinion also brushed aside 
defense contentions that Judge 
Schweinhaut was unfair. 

"We have, read all portions of the 
record cited to indicate hostility or 

bias on the part of the trial judge,” 
the opinion stated. 

Find Judge Impartial. 
“They not only failed to show 

bias, but affirmatively indicate that 
the trial judge was both impartial 
and temperate, and this under the 
stress of a long and bitterly con- 

gested trial.” 
May and the Garssons, as well 

as the late Joseph Freeman, war- 

time Washington agent for the 
Garssons, were brought to trial in 
connection with Government 
charges that May used his Congres- 
sional office to get favors and per- 

| form other services for the Gars- 
■son brothers. 

Freeman was freed of the con- 

spiracy charge by a directed ver- 

diet of acquittal. He still faced a 

'charge of perjury growing out of 
the case when he died in Los An- 

1 geles on January 18, 1948, of a 
I heart ailment. 
I The Garssons during the war 
1 
operated a chain of munitions plants 

j throughout the country, with huge 
Government contracts. 

Specifically they were charged 
| with having conspired with May to 

jset up the Cumberland Lumber Co., 
near May’s home in Kentucky. May 
allegedly received at least $53,634 
through that company but, accord- 
ing to the Government, the money 
actually came from the Garssons 
through two of their companies, the 
Erie Basin Metal Products Co., and 
the Batavia Metal Products Co., both 
in Illinois. 

Immunity Plea Denied. 
In their appeal. May and the 

Garsscns claimed they were immune 
from prosecution because May vol- 

untarily testified before the old Sen- 
ate War Investigating Committee 

jin 1946 while Henry Garsson made 
] a general statement refusing to 
waive his constitutional privilege 

| of refusing to testify before that 

| committee. 
j The Court of Appeals declared, 
however, that May had no immun- 

! ity before the Senate committee be- 

| (See GARSSON, Page A-6.)~ 

Star News Broadcasts 
Over WMAL 
Begin Tomorrow 

Beginning tomorrow The 
Star will present a new series 
of radio news programs three 
times a day. Monday through 
Saturday, over Stations WMAL 
and WMAL-FM. 

The broadcasts, direct from 
The Star’s newsroom, will be 

heard from 12 n( on to 12:05, 
6 p.m. to 6:05 and 11 p.m. to 

11:15. They will be prepared 
by The Star, based on infor- 
mation supplied by the paper’s 
entire news-gathering organi- 
zation. 

Remember the times: Noon, 
6 p.m. and 11 p.m. Supplement 
your reading of The Star by 
getting up-to-the-minute re- 

ports by radio from Washing- 
ton’s news authority. 


