
'Fair Deal' Principle 
Declared Abandoned. 
In New Labor Bill 

Would Place Mediation 
Service Under Prounion 

Agency for Supervision 
By David Lawrence 

Mediation—which, when success- 

ful, means that the parties are 

brought together into voluntary 
agreement—depends for it* effec- 
tiveness on absolute trust in the 
fairness and impartiality of the 
mediators, especially in labor-man- 
agement oisputes. 

That's why President Truman’s 
conspicuous abandonment of the 
most vital principle in any so-called 
•'fair deal" program has caused 
astonishment. For he has author- 
ized his Secretary of Labor to re- 

quest Congress to turn over the 
Mediation and Conciliation Service 
to a prounion and biased agency 
for supervision and control. 

The draft of the new bill which 
would abolish the Federal Media- 
tion and Conciliation Service as an 

independent agency and put it 
into the Labor Department as just 
another bureau contains the fol- 
lowing : 

‘‘The> United States Conciliation 
Service shall be administered under 
the general direction and super- 
vision of the Secretary of Labor. 
General policies and standards for 
the operation of the service shall 
be formulated and promulgated by 
the director of conciliation, with 
the approval of the Secretary of 
Labor. * * * 

‘‘The director and the service 
shall be impartial. • • •" 

Skeptics Unconvinced. 
Nothing is *»id about the need 

for impartiality by the Secretary 
of Labor who is to "administer'' 
the conciliation service and who 
must approve the "general policies 
and standards for the operation of 
the service." 

It is not surprising that Cyrus 
Ching, present head of the Media- 
tion and Conciliation Service, who 
was appointed by President Truman, 
testified this week before the Sen- 
ate Labor Committee that the pres- 
ent and preceding Secretaries of 
Labor "almost without exception" 
have sided with labor unions on 

legislative and administrative pro- 
grams on which employers and 
unions differed. He added that It 
was generally accepted and under- 
stood that the two new Assistant 
Secretaryships of Labor, recently 
created, were to be filled by AFL 
and CIO men, respectively. He 
declared that this had “stiffened 
tha convictions of many employers 
that the Department of Labor, in 
issues arising between employers 
and unions, would favor the unions." 
He asked: 

"How is the Labor Department to 
convince the skeptical employers 
that it holds no brief for the unions 
with which they must bargain?” 

Mr. Ching said It was a miatakt 
to place a mediator In an “organ-1 
lzational environment which mky 
possibly throw a shadow on his dis- 
interestedness " He might have gone 
further and pointed out that it Is 
a mistake to select mediators who 
have political pull or the backing 
of labor unions and who are planted 
in the conciliation service to see to 
it that they do what labor-union 
leaders want them to do. 

Mediators Prounion. 
One of the main reasons why the 

Nation suffers from strikes is that 
enyployera have no confidence in 
the mediators. The President, who 
Is So anxious to relieve labor unions 
of the restrictive features of the 
Taft-Hartley Act, would have been 
on solid ground had he insisted that 
coercion was less and less desirable 
and that he believed reliance on 

voluntary processes would be even 
more desirable in the future than In 
the past. But when Mr. Truman al- 
lows the mediation service to be- 
come an adjunct of a prounion 
department he destroys the effec- 
tiveness of his argument for a re- 
turn to voluntary processes. 

The men chosen to mediate who 
are prounion are not dishonest.1 
They merely have become so imbued 
with the union viewpoint that they i 
cannot really be impartial mediators. 
The selection of personnel for medi- j 
ating services is the most important! 
of all factors involved in the con- 
troversy. That, in truth, is behind 
the seemingly innocent attempt 
merely to put the conciliation serv- 
ice into the Labor Department “for 
housekeeping purposes." As Mr. j 
Ching rightly pointed out, whoever 
controls the purse strings can con- 
trol the agency itself. Here are his 
words: 

"A poor housekeeper can make it 
awfully uncomfortable for you. The 
housekeeper who controls the budget 
and the personnel pretty well con- 
trols the whole service.” 

Mr. Truman has made a mistake 
tn yielding to the bureaucrats who 
want to grab the United States Con- 
ciliation Service and put it where 
it could be controlled by labor 
unions. This issue represented a 

very good opportunity for the Presi- 
dent to make his slogan, “A Fair 
Deal,” mean something disinterested 
and nonpolitical. As it is, the epi- 
sode throws suspicion on the entire 
administration bill as an effort to 
deal with labor-management rela- 
tions on a one-sided basis and not! 
in accordance with the pledge in the 1 
Democratic platform for a balanced 
law. 
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This Changing World 
Brazilian President’s Visit Seen Move 
To Ascertain U. S. Policy Toward Soviet 

By Constantine Brown \ 
Gen. Enrico Gaspar Dutra, Presi- 

dent of Brazil, is expected in Wash-! 
ington this spring. The official ex- 

planation for the visit is the Brazil- 
ian chief execu- 

tive's desire to 
make a courtesy 
call. 

The real truth, 
however, la that 

, Gen. Dutra, like 
! other South 
American polit- 
ical leaders, 
wants to have 
a heart-to-heart 
talk with Presi- 
dent Truman to 

i ascertain what 
i our real policy 
toward Russia 
and communism ContfUntino Brown. 

! is. 
Most of the Lgtin American re- 

publics have adopted really tough 
1 attitudes toward subversives who are 
I in Moscow's pay. And toughness,has 
an entirely different meaning in | 
South America from what it has ini 
the United States. Unless the 
measures the Latin governments 
may be compelled to take in the 
near future meet w’ith the whole-1 
hearted approval of the United 
States Government, they fear they 
may be faced with a difficult situa- 
tion. 

Until the outbreak of World War 
II this country had two fundamental 
policies. One was the "open door’’ 
in China. The other was the Mon- 
roe Doctrine. 

China Policy Junked. 
The first — our policy toward 

China—is now being junked, be- 
cause of some remarkable circum- 

! stances in which misguided ideolo- 
gies replaced cold considerations of 
national security. By refusing to 
provide the Nationalists with war 

equipment during the past year’s 
crucial flighting* against the Com- 
munists we actually threw the open 
door policy into the discard. China 
is in the process of being pulled be- 
hind the Iron Curtain. When the 
open door policy was enunciated 
by Secretary of State John Hay the 

| accent was on freedom of trade for 
all nations. 

Since those days Amertcan offi- 
cials responsible for the security of 
the United States have come to re- 
gard China as the key to our new 
global strategy, in which air pow- 

er plays a predominant role. In 
recent years it has been considered 
vital that China remain in the 
hands of a government friendly to 
the Western democracies. 

In spite of these very realistic 
factors we let the Nanking govern- 
ment go by default and today Mos- 
cow can boast that it has removed 
from the realm of possibility any 
worrisome “second front" in the 
event of trouble with the United 
States. 

The Monroe Doctrine is still a 
part of American foreign policy. 
But the weakness we have displayed 
in China, due to misconceived 
ideology rather than inability to 
assist the government of Chlang 
Kai-shek, worries a number of lead- 
ers in Latin America, which is 
frequently described as our most 
important security area. 

Bias Seen in Policies. 
Policies of the State Department 

during and after World War II 
with respect to some Latin Ameri- 
can countries appeared to be 
prompted more by bias than real- 
ism. Sprullle Braden was Assistant 
Secretary of State in charge of the 
Latin American division at the time 
when the State Department con- 
ducted its ill-concealed intervention 
in the Argentine election. This in- 
tervention worried even those Latin 
Americans who were opposed to 
Juan D. Peron. Latin politicos 
considered that intervention con- 
trary to the good-nflghbor policy 
inaugurated by President Roosevelt 
and did not like it. 

The representatives of South 
American republics in Washington 
are watching eagerly the trends in 
the new administration's policies. 
They are all keen observers of in- 
ternational affairs and, strange as 
it may seem, the failure of the 
American Government to "look 
after its vital interests in China" 
makes them wonder whether the 
same thing might not happen in the 
Western Hemisphere. 

There was a time before 1930 
when some South American gov- 
ernments looked askance at the 
Monroe Doctrine, which was con- 
sidered an effort by the United 
States to exercise titular privileges 
over the Southern Hemisphere. 8uch 
a feeling now has disappeared and 
all the Latin American govern- 
ments without exception regard the 
Monroe Doctrine as a blessing for 
their security. i 

On the Record 
Writer Asks Why Soviet Overtures 
Were Made Through Newspaperman 

By Dorothy Thompson 
The first thought that comes to 

mind in reading Stalin's answers to 
the four questions put to him by 
Kingsbury Smith of the Interna- 
tional N»wi 
Service ia what 
a n extraordi- 
nary way of 
malting over- 
turea from one 
great atate to 
another. It aim- 
ply cannot be 
taken aerioualy. 

When the So- 
viet government 
decided to try 
for a pact with 
Hitler in Febru- 
ary, 1939, it did 
not uae a Ger- 
man journalist Dorothy Thompson. 
for this purpose, nor did it orient M. 
Cachln or M. Togliatti to launch a 

“peace” campaign from their re- 

spective platforms. 
No. Stalin sent the Soviet charge 

d'affaires In Berlin to the German 

foreign office to say that in the! 
opinion of the Soviet government' 
nothing, including Ideological dif- 
ferences, stood in the way of an 

understanding between the Soviet 
government and the government of 
Adolf Hitler. Points were submitted 
and negotiations continued in all 
Becrec.v for six months before the 
pact was signed, sealed and an- 

nounced. 
On Whose Initiative? 

If, therefore, the Soviet Union 
or the United States seriously wished 
a joint declaration of governments 
regarding their peaceful intentions 
toward each other, either govern- 
ment would have approached the 
other through the established diplo- 
matic channels. 

One is compelled to ask on whose 
initiative these questions were sub- 
mitted and through what channels. 
Was it Kingsbury Smith's own idea 
as an enterprising journalist? If 
so, would he not submit the ques- 
tions through the State Department 
and with the department's ap- 
proval? 

We recall that in April and Au- 
gust of 1943, it was Kingsbury Smith 
who, in two articles published in 
the American Mercury, first revealed 
“our Government’s plans for a de- 
feated Italy and Germany.” The 
articles were extraordinarily accu- 

rate, and Kingsbury Smith hardly 
could have got the material or pub- 
lished the articles without the col- 
laboration of the State Department. 

The four questions submitted to 
Stalin are such as imply the answers 
—and actually the Soviet leader has 
answered all of them several times 
over. 

Stalin obviously will be delighted 
at any time to make a mutual dec- 
laration with the United States of 
peaceful Intentions. Such declara- 
tions (along with mutual nonaggres- 
sion pacts) are hobbles of dictator- 
ships. 

But how did World War II break 
out? What about the mutual non- 
aggression pacts which the Soviet 
Union held with all the border states 
that it invaded in collaboration and 
understanding with Hitler? 

On the disarmament question, all 
overtures have failed because of the 
unwillingness of the Soviets to ac- 

cept controls; the Berlin blockade 
was imposed by the Soviets to frus- 
trate the creation of a West-Ger- 
man state and naturally would be 
lifted if we capitulated; and Stalin 
hardly would refuse to meet the 
President if the President initiated 
such a meeting. So. since the an- 

swers (with whatever cautious re- 

serves) already were known, why j 
were the questions submitted? 

Soviet Plans Unchanged. 
Nothing in the answers contra- 

dicts Soviet plans as outlined in 
this column during the past two 
months. These are: 

1. To frustrate the Western de- 
fense pact with a peace offensive. 

2. To gain time for consolidating 
the Soviet sphere, which now ex- 

tends from many miles west of the 
Elbe to the Yangtze River. 

3. To contribute to an industrial 
crisis in the United States. 

4. To get American aid for Rus- 
sia and the satellite states, the lat- 
ter to be doled out by the Russians. 

5. To get the Western armies out 
of Austria. 

6. To get them out of Germany. 
For the accomplishment of the 

last two especially. Stalin certainly; 
would be delighted to meet the 
President. 

The letter exchange therefore 
throws no further light at all upon 
the policies, or any possible changes 
in them, of either the United States 
or the U. S. S. R., and seems to be 
connected only with the general 
propaganda campaign. 

(Released hr the Bell Syndicate, Inc.) 
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Inertia Triumphs 
Senate Democratic Leaders Dawdle 
On Civil Rights Program Pledge 

By Doris Fleeson 
The Senate Democratic leadership 

got caught short in the Rules Com- 
mittee yesterday. The immediate 
results were a Republican propa- 
g a n d a victory 
and a further 
perilous delay in 
consideration of 
the elvil rights 
program pledged 
by their plat- 
form and their 
President. 

Wi at was 
proved also—and 
this is serious 
for the party 
that promised so 
much gnd got 
elected on the 
strength of those 
promises—is that D»ri> riMMB. 
Democratic leader# on the Hill have 
not yet pulled themaelve# together; 
for a solid, Intelligent light for the 
Truman program. 

The civil rights issue waj before 
Rules in the form of cloture pro- 
posals to curb unlimited debate— 
the filibuster by which the South 
consistently blocks civil rights. 
There was no reason for Rules to 
dawdle. The whole question ha# 
been debated exhaustively and what 
is at stake is well understood. 

Inertia Triumphs. 
The committee has at least four, 

progressive Democratic members, i 
and its Republican minority includes 
three young Republican* hellbent 
for cloture and civil rights: Senators 
Lodge, Knowland and Ives. But 
lacking a drive from above, inertia 
triumphed. 

The Southern members. Senators 
Stennls of Mississippi and Long of 
Louisiana, pressed for the delay 
which so well serves their cause. 
Pour Democrats fell in: Chairman 
Hayden of Arlrona, aT kindly soul, 
and three freshmen, Senators Gil- 
lette of Iowa, Hunt of Wyoming 
and Withers of Kentucky. Chair- 
man Hayden also voted the general 
proxy of Senator Green of Rhode 
Island, a civil rights advocate. 

The four Republicans present 
voted for immediate action: Sena- 
tors Lodge. Knowland. Ives and 
Jenner. They were joined by Sena-; 
tor Myers of Pennsylvania, the 

Democratic whip. A fifth Republi- 
can member, Minority Leader 
Wherry, was absent and did not 
leave his proxy. 

The vote pattern is geographical 
as well as political. The Industrial 
State Senators stood together; those 
from farm States, where civil rights 
do not much influence their elec- 
tions, Joined the Southerners. 

Senator Myers, a New Dealer who 
enjoys the moral advantage of vot- 
ing his absolute convictions in these 
matters, already has set in motion 
plans to alter the situation by next 
Wednesday when the committee 
meets again. It is a point of prin- 
ciple to Senator Myers; he is also 
aware that as a practical matter the 
Democrats have scant ground to 
stand upon. 

Nothing on Calendar Yet. 
There is absolutely nothing on 

the calendar yet for the Senate to 
work on. If the Southerners began 
their filibuster they would not be 
delaying other legislation which will 
later accumulate. Hence, of course, 
the South’s zeal for postponements; 
time works for th$m. When Taft- 
Hartley repeal, housing, education, 
appropriations are ready, the Senate 
has less taste for a wearying fili- 
buster. 

Influential Democrats are saying 
somewhat vaguely that perhape the 
Policy Committee which meets Fri- 
day or a caucus better take up civil 
rights policy. The facts are that 
the Policy Committee is strongly' 
weighted with Southerners and that 
the Democrats have a long history 
of avoidance of caucuses where 
they would be compelled to Join the 
issue with the 8outh... 

As majority leader, Senator 
Barkley, a Kentuckian, always 
argued he could do more with the 
South on his own. His successor, 
Senator Lucas of Illinois, will oe 
up for re-election in that industrial 
State next year and he can hardly 
afford to trifle with civil rights. But 
he has yet to put a caucus behind 
him in a drive for the President's 
program—which has in caucus the 
safe majority it sometimes lacks in 
committee, due to the seniority sys- 
tem. 

The Republicans of the 80th Con- 
gress gave civil rights the postpone- 
ment treatment, too. They also got 
licked November 2. 

On the Other Hand 
Never Before Were So Many Minds 
Fngaged in Solving World Problems 
By Lowell Mellett 

This sorry old world never before 
had so many minds struggling with; 
it* problems. There was a time 
when worrying over the state of the 
world vu left 
largely to states- 
m e n, philoso- 
phers, scientists 
and such. Save 
in democracies 
that happened 
also to be im- 
perial powers— 
Britain and 
France, for ex- 

amples plain 
people were not 
expected to bur- 
den their limited 
intellects w<i t h 
global affairs. 
But now that lowed Mellett. 
the United States is accepting its 
responsibility as a world power— 
many more millions of minds have 
had to go to work. For this is. a 

democracy and the people are sup- 
posed to make the decisions. 

It hasn't been so long since na- 

tions could rise or fall without caus- 

ing us much concern, unless they 
were near neighbors. Our emotions 
might be aroused by the war be- 
tween the British and the Boers, 
by the atrocities attributed to the 
Belgians in the Congo or by the re- 
current famines that took millions 
of lives in India and China. But. 
strictly speaking, we didn't regard 
these things as any of our business. 

Those Days Are Gone. 
Now it is no longer so. Those 

days are gone, perhaps forever. 
Now It seems necessary to bother 

ourselves about everything that is 
happening everywhere. What is 
Russia doing in her widening pe- 
riphery and at home behind the 
Urals, where her atomic energy 
experiments are said to be under 
way? What is she doing In Korea 
and China? What are her aatellites 
doing? What's happening in Pales- 
tine, in India, Indonesia, Indo- 
china and Burma? What are we 

doing in all those places? We should 
be doing something, and we hope 
it's the right thing. 

What do we care if this, that or 

the other country goes Communist? 
How will that affect us? Lincoln j said no nation could long endure,1 
half slave and half free. Does that' 
apply to the world as a whole? And 
if so, Is there no other solution 
than the one that Lincoln found- 
war? Are we going to have another 
war: are wa going to have that 
worst of all wars we've been talking 
about, the atomic war? 

These questions occur to all of 
us average citizens, along with the 
feeling that in some way we have 
to help answer them. 

Some weeks ago we had an elec- 
tion. Why can’t we settle back now 
and leave It to Harry? He’s the 
President; that’s his job. We’ve got 
plenty to do: Houses to build, rail- 
roads to run, teeth to pull, kids to 
educate, goods to sell, basket ball 
games to win; all sorts of things to 

do and only ao much time. But look 
at the items in one day’s newspaper 
that we have to make up our minds 
about, since every one of them has 
some bearing on the quaation of 
whether we are to have that next 
war and what will happen to us if 
we do. 

A Few Big Questions. 
Should Congress give the Air 

Force a billion dollars more than 
the President has proposed and 
find the money by abandoning the 
idea of universal military service? 
There's no doubt about most of us 

wanting to have something to sav 
about that, for universal service 
comes home to most families. It is 
a political issue and the Government 
is unlikely to disregard popular 
feeling. 

Should we bolster up our European 
Recovery Program with military; 
support of a Western European 
Alliance? 

Should we help rebuild Germany 
as a barrier to aggressive Russia or 

keep Germany too weak to launch 
another of her own aggressions? i 

Should the President ait down and 
talk things over with Stalin, assum- 
ing Stalin really desires to talk? 
That one’s easy. It probably 
wouldn’t do any good, but couldn't 
do any harm. 

All these questions are in one day’s 
paper, plus some with less apparent 
but just as real relation to the world 
problem, although labeled domestic: 
Questions concerning labor, agricul- 
ture, natural resources, education, 
health, race relations; in short, the 
general welfare. 

Life isn’t easy any more. 
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McLemore— 
Urges Republicans 
To Ring Doorbells 

By Henry McLemore 
I am beginning to believe that 

the Republican Party lost the elec- 
tion in November because many 
key Republicans wanted to lose It 
so they could 
make some easy 
dough writing 
articles on what 
is wrong with 
the Republican 
Party. 

"The New 
South Wales Cat 
Breeders’ Week- 
ly” is just about 
the only maga- 
zine a man can 
read these days 
and feel safe 
that he won’t 
find a story by 
some prominent Henrr McUmore. 
Republican explaining what hap- 
pened to the elephant in his recent 
fight with the donkey. 

My feeling is that if these Re- 
publican big shots don’t get away 
from their typewriters and their 
literary agents, and get out and 
start ringing a few doorbells, 1052 
is going to be just as disastrous 
for them as was 1948. If writing 
stories guaranteed victory in a 
presidential election, then Clarence 
Budington Kelland or the late 
Arthur Somers Roche or Adela 
Rogers St. John would have been 
in the White House long ago. Not 
to mention Faith Baldwin, Fanny 
Hurst, and Rex Stout. 

Far be it from me to tilt lances 
with such outstanding men as Sen- 
ator Henry Cabot Lodge, Jr., or 
Hugh D. Scott, jr. (incidentally, it 

would help if the Republicans had 
fewer junior—that “Jr." after a 
name means extra work for news- 
papermen and punctuates awkward- 
ly), but I do have a few opinions 
which I would like to express. 

There is nothing wrong with the 
Republican Party’s losing streak 
that a few more million Republican 
voters can't cure. The Republicans 
don’t seem to want to face the 
fact that at the moment there are 
more Democrats in the country 
than Republicans. At least, there 
are more Democrats than Repub- 
licans who know how to enter a 

voting booth and give the lever a 

pull in the right direction. No 
seven-man baseball team has ever 
beaten a nine-man team yet. 

Between now and 1952 the Re- 
publican Party, if it doesn’t want 
to stage another convention just 
for an excuse to go back to Phil- 
adelphia, should concentrate on* 
getting rid of Democrats, no mat- i 
ter how foul the means. 

Being born and brought up a 

Democrat, I believe I can give you. 
Republicans a few suggestions on1 
how to get rid of those of us who 
ride donkey-back every four years. 

Why Not Spend Money? 
What about bribery? The Re- 

publicans are the richer party by 
far, so why not spend a little money? 
For $25,000 I would have voted for 
Gov. Dewey or any one else who was 
nominated. And, hard as this may 
be for you to believe, I know quite 
a few other Democrats who would 
have done the same thing. Remem- 
ber this in 1952—show us the color 
of your money and we’ll forget the 
difference in high or low tariff, or 
whatever the difference is between; 
the Democratic and Republican i 
Parties. 

Another thing. Take the vests off 

your vested Interests. That phrase 
“vested interests” has cost you mil- 
lions of votes over the years. Let 
your interests walk around with 
their galluses showing or their shirt- 
tails out. Few well-dressed parties 
wear vests any more. 

Still another thing. Quit apolo- 
gizing for being a "rich man’s club.” 
Just open it to us poor Democrats 
by waiving initiation and greens 
fees, and let us loll around with the 
men who smoke twenty-flve-cent 
cigars and make or lose a hundred 
dollars on a phone call. Before you 
know it, we'll have the urge to throw 
away our stogies and put in phone 
calls. 

Oh, if only I had the room I 
could straighten out the Republican 
Party in no time! 
(Distributed by McNaught Syndicgte. Ine.) 
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