
Fiendish Cruelty to Cardinal 
Charged by Archbishop O'Boyle 

The Catholic Archbishop of 
Washington last night described 
Josef Cardinal Mindszenty as the 
“victim of fiendish cruelty” as medi- 
e&l authorities here specultted about 
the possibilities of a drug that 
might have been used to force a 

confession from the Hungarian 
cardinal. 

The 56-year-old lirimate of Hun- 
gary, facing a possible death sen- 
tence for treason, made a partial 
confession. 

It was recalled that the Tablet, 
a British Roman Catholic weekly, 
recently printed an article declar-i 
ing that Hungarian Communists i 
planned to administer a will-de- 
stroying drug called actedron to 
the cardinal before his trial. The 
magazine said the article was drawn 
up on instructions of the Hungarian 
cardinal before his arrest. 

Doubt Drug Induced Confession. 
Washington pharmacologists and 

psychiatrists expresed considerable 
doubt last night that this drug 
could have induced a spurious con- 
fession. They did not bar the pos- 
sibility, however, that a drug not, 
known in this country could have 
been used. 

Archbishop Patrick A. O’Boyle, 
head of the Catholic archdiocese of 
Washington, declined to speculate 
about drugs. He gave this state-; 
ment: 

“Cardinal Mindszenty, a few days 
before his arrest, providentially 
warned the bishops, priests and 
people of Hungary to give to cre- 

dence whatsoever to any so-called 
confessions which might eventuate 
at the trial. He said to consider 
them null and void. 
Says Recantation Makes No Sense. 

"The report rrom the Budapest 
mock trial that he repudiated this 
warning shows that his enemies 
overshot the mark in their desire 
to vilify a courageous leader. 
Frankly, this ‘recantation’ makes no't 
sense at all. 

“I prefer to believe what a man 

of courage, patriotism and integrity 
says when he enjoys freedom to 
statements purporting to emanate 
from him when every one knows 
that he was really lost to the world 
for 35 days. 

“The picture of the cardinal today 
Shows a man who has been the 
victim of fiendish cruelty. The Mos- 
cow pattern has been followed faith- 
fully: First ruin and murder the 
reputation of a good man and then 
destroy the body.” 

Similar to Benzedrine. 
In discussing what might have 

been done medically to force a con- 

fession, authorities here said they; 
believe “actedron” is the European) 
trade name of a chemical compound 
similar to benzedrine. To have a 

strong effect on mental faculties,) 
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they said, the drug would have to; 
be used in such strength that it also 
would make the victim irrational. 

Dr. Winfred Overholser, superin- 
tendent of St. Elizabeth’s Hospital, 
said he knew of drugs which could 
prbduce reasonably accurate con- 
fessions but did not know of any 
that could prompt false confessions. 

He suggested that “actedron” 
might have been used to keep the, 
cardinal awake for a very long 
period until he reached a stage of 
exhaustion. He compared that to 
the “third-degree’ method of keep- 
ing a person wakeful with klieg 
lights. He pointed out, however, 
that if that had been done, the 
cardinal would have shown the 
effects of long sleeplessness. 

Sees Use of Another Drug. 
Dr. Overholser suggested that 

some quicker-acting and more di- 
rect drug was used. He minimized 
the possibility of planting the false 
confession in the cardinal’s mind 
while the cardinal was under the 
influence of drugs. The psychia- 
trist pointed out that the cardinal 
appeared to be a strong-minded 
person who could not be hypnotized 
against his will. 

Justin F. Powers, editor of the 
scientific edition of the Journal of 
the American Pharmaceutical As- 
sociation, said drug catalogues iden- 
tified "aktedron” as a substance pro- 
duced by a firm in Budapest. It 
has the same chemical composition 
as benzedrine, he said, except that 
it is produced as a phosphate, while 
the benzedrine formula produces a 

sulphate. Effects from both drugs, 
however, would be the same, he said.; 

The Tablet article said the drug, j 
attacking nerve centers, at first 
gives “immense strength” and! 
brings “superhuman courage.” But] 
next day, it continued, “the reaction i 
sets in. It begins with a strong1 
headache and vertigo. Then a 

jsteadily increasing sense of uncer- 

tainty overcomes him. 
Feels Frightened. 

“Then the prisoner begins to feel 
frightened. Finally he becomes semi- 
conscious. He is paralyzed as though 
he were in a hypnotic trance. Nei- 
ther his judgment nor his memory 
functions any more. He has the 
impression of having a deadly vacu- 
um in his head. 

“He has an urge blindly to obey 
the slightest orders and is psycho- 
logically incapable of saying no to 
anything. The victims are led to 
trial in this condition.” 

Benzedrine, doctors point out, is 
a stimulant, the after-effect of 
which is a strong depression of body 
activities, as is described in the first 
part of the tablet article. One pro- 
fessor said he had seen the “tre- 
mendous let-down” in students who 
had taken the drug to study for 
examinations. 

But that such a drug's effects 
could be carried to the point out- 
lined is “absolutely preposterous, 
according to Dr. Theodore Koppan- 
yi, professor of pharmacology at 
the Georgetown University Medical 
School. 

If a victim were drugged "to the 
point where he murmured 'yes, yes, 
yes’ to every question, his physical 
state would be obvious even to a. 

layman.” Dr. Koppanyi declared. 
Dr. Arnold J. Lehman, chief of 

pharmacology. Food and Drug Ad- 
ministration. said he thought use 
of the drug in the Mindszenty cases 

“very unlikely." 
The drug effects the cerebral 

cortex, which controls reasoning. 
Used in large doses, benzedrine 
might have an effect similar to “a 
person mumbling in his sleep,” Dr. 
Lehman said, but he‘added that he 
thought the prospects of its being 
used in the trial was “cutting the 
possibilities pretty thin." 

Knows of No Drug. 
Dr. Maurice I. Smith, pharmacol- 

ogist at the National Institute of 
Health in Bethesda, said he knew 
of no drugs which would force vic- 
tims to testify falsely against their 
wills. 

There are many drugs which can, 
break down association between the' 
high nerve centers and actions, he 
said, “but then you wouldn’t be 
dealing with a normal subject any 
more. You would be dealing with 
an irrational person.” 

Doctors pointed out that with 
other drugs—including the so-called 
“twdlight sleep” drugs—patients j 
have been induced to answer ques-! 
tions truthfully which they would 
not, answer in conscious conditions. I 
But the answers are truthful, not 
false, they stressed. 

Cardinal 
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laws of the state in certain things; 
concerning finances." 

“I have already offered restitu- 
tion. 

"I prayed this morning to my. 
Lord and asked for peace in these; 
heavy days. I brought the love of | 
my church to this courtroom, andj 
I beg for this love for the Hunga-i 
rian state, to which I have shown | obedience here. 

“I also beg for this love for myself j 
and may the Lord give wisdom txh 
the court, when they pass their; 
sentence, which may help a settle-! 
ment at home and abroad.” 

Use of Drugs, Torture Denied. 
Prosecutor Elapi denounced re- 

ports abroad that admissions of the 
defendants were extorted by drugs 
or torture. He declared all were 

guilty. 
“The verdict should stigmatize) 

the traitors,” he said. “It should 
be hard and inexorable.” 

Cardinal Mindszenty’s lawyer, 
Kalman Kicko, led off final pleas 
for the defense before the five 
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“I REGRET”—Josef Cardinal Mindszenty, primate of Hungary, as he stood before a micro- ! 

phone in Peoples’ Court in Budapest and said, “I regret my error. I want it to be considered 
that the letter is null and void.” The letter to which the cardinal was referring was one 

which he wrote before his arrest, repudiating in advance any “confession” he might make 

during his trial for treason, espionage and black market dealings. —A. P. Wirephoto. 

judges of the People's Court with: 
a reminder: “All of you in this 
courtroom will likely be mentioned j 
in world history and your deeds J 
will be judged through the next1 
century." One by one, the other 
pleas followed. 

The prosecutor's demand for the! 
death penalty was couched in Hun- j 
garian legal terms: it was not ex- 

pressed directly. Hungarian prose- 
cutors never ask flatly for life or j 
death sentences. But the recom- 
mendation for a hard sentence 
means a recommendation for execu- 

tion. Similarly, defense lawyers al- 
ways ask for leniency, not acquittal. 

Ridicules Cardinal's Regrets. 
The prosecutor demanded the re- 

moval of Cardinal Mindszenty as 

one of "the last remnants of reac- 

tion.” 
He said the cardinal, spiritual 

leaders of Hungary's 7,000,000 Cath- 
olics, was not the man indicted, 
“but it is Josef Mindszenty. Hungar- 
ian citizen, who committed great 
crimes and who is responsible, 
w'hether he wears the purple of a 

cardinal or is in rages.” He ridi- i 
culed the cardinals expressions ot’ 
regret and his statement that his 
future actions would be different. 

Elapi emphasized the charge that 
the primate sought to induce the 
United States to interfere in in- 
ternal Hungarian affairs and to de- 
clare w'ar. He said "that was the 
treason.” He said "hatred of demo- 
cracy, not defense of religion," was 
the motive. 

The defense then took over. One 
by one rose the lawyers for the 
cardinal and the others: 

Duke Paul Esterhazy tall, wealthy 
royalist. 

The Rev. Onaras Zakar. pale, 
slim former secretary to the car- 
dinal. 

Prof. Justin Baranyay, a profes- 
sor of church law. 

The Rev. Miklos Nagy, secretary 
of Catholic action, a lay organi- 
zation. 

Laszlo Toth, a journalist who 
worked for Father Nagy. 

The Rev. Bela Ispenky. a priest 
Of all the group, only Prof. 

Baranyay had pleaded wholly inno- 
cent. 

Counsel Is Apologetic. 
Cardinal Mindszenly’s attorney 

opened in an apologetic vein. He 
said he agreed with the prosecutor 
that the cardinal’s activities had 
"harmed the country immensely” 
and that many false stories about 
the case had been printed abroad. 

"My appointment by the cardinal 
is proof that he was given every 
freedom in preparing for the trial,” 
Kicko said. 

He asked for a “wise and lenient 
decision.” He said “my task is diffi- 
cult, but I did the best I could for 
the defendant.” He pointed out 
religious teaching is compulsory in 
Hungarian school^ and said there 
is no attack on freedom of religion 
in Hungary. He belittled the role 
of Hungarian royalists. 

He said Archduke Otto of Haps- 
burg, the pretender the cardinal is 
declared to have backed for king of 
Hungary, "is now without a Job, 
strolling around the world.” He 
may have social weight, but no 

political weight in the United 
States, the lawyer said. 

“It would be impossible to set up 
an organization (monarchy) like 
this today in Europe when a front 
of peace, headed by the great Soviet j 
Union, is increasing in strength; 
daily,” he said. 

Kicko declared, too, that Francis: 
Cardinal Spellman of New York, 
whom the prosecution has sought to 
link with Cardinal Mindszenty’s 
operation, is not “a definite factor 
in American Political life.” 

He said Cardinal Mindszenty used 
not a penny of the money he made 
in illegal trading of dollars for his 

own purposes, but was duty bound i 

to arrange foreign currency opera-' 
tions for his church. Cardinal 
Mindszenty, who has offered to re- 

turn the profits, followed the pleas 
intently. 

Defense For Zakar. 
Father Zakar’s lawyer, Emil Za- 

boray, said Father Zakar could be' 
charged only with neglect of duty 
for failure to report the cardinal’s) 
activities to police. The young sec- 

retary was arrested before the car- 
dinal was picked up. 

“Consider the fact that Zakar’s 
confession unveiled the whole 
crime,’’ the lawyer urged the court.' 

He said the court should take into; 
account also that Father Zakar had | 
to take an oath first as a priest and 
second as secretary to the cardinal.' 
Cardinal Mindszenty nodded in' 
agreement. 

Duke Esterhazy’s defense followed. 
His lawyer, Janos Karos, opened by 
praising Prosecutor Elapi as "a new- 
star in Hungary’s juridical life." 

Karos said the duke committed 
economic crimes by making unre- 
ported dollar purchases at the car- 
dinal’s household, but took no part 
in any political alliance with sub- 
versive aims. 

Referring to Duke Esterhazv's 
statement yesterday that the Hun- 
garian government distributed 200,- 
000 acres of his lands to peasants in 
1945, the lawyer produced a personal 
diary of the auke to support an 
assertion that the duke did not i 
mourn the loss. 

Royalist Links Admitted. 
Prof. Baranyay’s lawyer, Mihal1 

Mora, pictured him as an ineffective 
proponent of a Royalist/ regime.1 
Prof. Baranyay’s memorandum to 
Cardinal Mindszenty about a pos- 
sible cabinet in a Royalist govern- 
ment was only a discussion of a pos- 
sibility and was no crime, the lawyer 
said. 

Prof Baranyay sougnt a restora- 
tion of a Royalist regime “only after 
a plebiscite, which is, after all, thet 
most democratic form," Mora said. 
He commented that there was no 
mass movement for restoration of 
the monarchy and, therefore, there 
was no movement Prof. Baranyay 
could have led to overthrow the gov- 
ernment. 

Judge Olthys, dapper professional 
jurist who shares the bench with 
four laymen, is. the man who or- 
dered Victor Csornoky hanged on 
a treason charge late last year. Mr. Csornoky, a young diplomat, 
was the son-in-law of President 
Zoltan Tildy. Mr. Tildy had to! 
resign. 

Rumors Declared False. 
Prosecutor Elapi took up early in 

his summation reports that the 
cardinal was drugged, tortured or 
threatened, to force his admission i 
of partial guilt. 

'This is not a proper place to 
deny such false rumors,” he said, j He declared the foreign press is 
trying to "compromise the (Com- 
munist) people’s democracies.” 

"Who dares say that threatened | or tortured people are sitting here: 
in the dock?” he demanded. 

'The charges have been made 
by exiled ex-Premier Ferenc 
Nagy of Hungary and many 
Catholic churchmen in the 
United States, Britain and other 
Western countries, as well as at 
the Vatican, i 
The prosecutor said there was no 

doubt whatever that those present' 
would state that the preceedings 
were conducted according to the re- 

gulations of every civilized country. 
He said the charge was that Card- 

inal Mindszenty led an organiza- 
tipn to overthrow the “democratic 
republic of Hungary and to help 
Otto Hapsburg to the throne. 

"There is no name more hated 
in Hungary than the name of 
Hapsburg,” he added. 

He said an authorization given to 
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Archduke Otto Cardinal Minds- 
zenty to represent Hungarian Cath- 
disc abroad was an idea of Card-1 
inal Spellman. The authorization,; 
he said, was "aimed to increase the 
credit of Otto Hapsburg.” 

"America wanted to influence 
Hungary economically and politi-! 
cally,” he said. "There is no doubt 
but that the Mindszenty movement 
was based on imperialist organiza-i 
ticns which speculate on a Third 
World War and on suppression of 
the whole world by America. 

“This was not a dream of an aged 
man w'ho wanted to have back the ! 

past, but a dangerous organization 
to overthrow Hungarian democracy. 
Hated of democracy, not defense of 
religion, was the motive of Minds- 
zenty’s deeds.” 

U. S. Action Declared Sought. 
The prosecutor said Cardinnal 

MintJzenty aimed to induce the 
United States to interfrere in in- ■ 

ternal affairs of Hungary, which he 
described as treason. 

“This was too much.” he added, 
“for Minister Schoenfeld (former 
American Minister Arthur Schoen- 
feld), who represented the United 
States in Budapest and who stated' 
in a letter to the cardinal that it 
was ‘the long-standing policy of my 
government not to interfere in the 
internal affairs of other nations.” 

The prosecutor said the cardinal 
organized a spy ring and that one 
of his agents wTas a Catholic Ac- 
tion leader, Zigimunt Mihailovic. 
“whom the Americans granted a 

false passport." 
Speaking of the cardinal's mone- 

tary operations, the prosecutor com- 

mented that no one in the court- 
room would say "dollars had to be 
sold in the black market in the de- 
fense of religion.” 

“There can be no doubt that he 
wanted to escape, that he wanted 
to continue his activities against 
Hungarian democracy,” he said. 

Prosecutor Reprimanded. 
The prosecutor said Cardinal 

Mindzenty wanted the American 
army in Germany to keep posession 
of the Crown of St. Stephen, his- 
toric Hungarian relic stolen by the 
Nazis, "until he can put it himself 
on the head of Otto Hapsburg." 

Elapi drew a reprimand from 
Judge Olthys later for interrupting 
a long, dignified statement on the 
Crown of St. Stephen by Prof. 
Baranyay. The professor said he 
was a royalist and explained why he 
believed that a kingdom is a bet-1 
ter guarantee for moral and per-! 
sonal freedom than any other form j 
of government. 

The 67-year-old teacher denied 
prosecution charges that he had 
been in touch with the American 
legation here. 

The prosecutor objected to "roy- 
alist propaganda" in the speech and 
asked Judge Olyths to prevent it. 
The judge made no comment, but 
asked the professor if he wished to 
continue. The prosecutor protested 
that, saying the defendant had al- 
ready used up his right to make a 

final statement. 
Judge Cites Law. 

The judge checked the prosecutor 
emphatically. He told him the law 
gives the defendant the right of 
"the last word." which literally 
means that nobody has right to 
speak after the defendant. 

The cardinal’s secretary. Father 
Zakar, apologized "to everyone" and 
reminded the court of his religious 
oath of allegiance. He voiced the 
hope the day would come when he 
could serve his church and hi' 
country as well. 

Duke Esterhazy and Father Nagy 

Text of Cardinal's Final Plea j 
•y the Associated Press 

BUDAPEST, Hungary, Feb. 5. 
—The text of the final plea 
made by Josef Cardinal Minds-, 
zenty today before the Peoples 
Court, as translated from Hun- 
garian by Endre Marton, the As- 
sociated Press’ native Hungarian i 

correspondent: 
Honorable court: 
A man speaks to you on the right 

of the last word, a man who has an 

important office and is charged with 
crime. % 

I haye half of a century on my 
shoulder, half a century of definite 
education and principles. 

This education and these princi- 
ples are built into the life oi a hu- 
man being as railway rails are an- 

chored into the earth. 
This explains many things. The 

man has to consider principles as 

they are. 
I have been for more than 40 

days before the police and the court. 
They ask me and I answer. 

The questions and the answers 
are not only for those who question 
me but in the meantime the man 
gives also an answer for his own 

soul. 
Prom these answers which I give j 

myself, I can draw the conclusion 
that I did not lose my good will in 
the course of my life and I am 
thankful for that to my God. 

Did Not Want Conflict. 
I did not want to come into con- 

flict with the laws of the state. 
And if I still collided once, this 

I admitted yesterday in this court 
without mincing matters. 

I regret it, I regret it today, too, 
and am sure, while remaining faith- 
ful to basic principles, I would do 
certain things differently in the 
same situation today. 

I state that according to my be- 
lief I am not and I have never been 
the enemy of the Hungarian people. 

I have no controversies with the 
workers and with the peasants to 
whom I and my family belong. 

I have no intention of taking 
away any rights from any category, 
but after the tragedy of the world 
war a most difficult historical role 
was waiting for me and it would 
have been my task to be the an- 
nouncer of the light of the evangel- 
ism. 

It does not belong in my last i 
statement but I have to mention i 
it: the relation between the Romani 
Catholic Church and land reform 
was discussed and it is my duty to1 
make an important statement as 

follows: 
The bench of bishops sent their 

remained silent, passing up the op- 
portunity to speak. 

Father Ispenky. again admitting 
he had delivered information j 
aboard, told the court: 

"I accuse the emigrants who 
escaped responsibility and misused’ 
their safety abroad. I also accuse, 
bad relations between the church 
and the State which made life un- 

easy for us little priests" 
The jornalist Toth spoke about 

"the tragic loneliness of a deaf man 

in the 60s” with a miserable exist- 
ence after 40 years in his career: 
He said he had not only stuck td the 
law that only the truth must be 
written, but he also dared write 
the truth in times of oppression 
when it was really dangerous. 

Mr. Toth’s statement brought 
sobs in the courtroom. He said the 
fact was the father of three young 

.children and jobless was the reason 
ne went to work for Father Nagy. 
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Free Classes in Hebrew 
Offered at Roosevelt 

Free evening classes in modern 
and classical Hebrew are being of- 
fered at Roosevelt High School this 
semester under auspices of the Dis- 
trict Recreation Department. 

Registration will take place at 
7:30 p/n. Mondays, the Recreation 
Department said. The courses are 

designed to give a reading knowl- 
edge of the Bible and of Hebrew 
classics as well as to develop the 

I ability to converse in the modern 
speech of Israel. 

Instructors include Rabbi Chaim 
Williamovsky, former principal of 
the Hebrew Seminary in Lithuania, 
and Louis Henkin, a graduate of 
Yeshiva College of New York. 
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blessings to the new farmers in: 
their circular letter of May, 1945,! 
and declared four. different times 
afterwards at home and abroad,* 
stating that the church does not' 
request back the lands from the dill-' 
gent little men and never will do so. 

This standpoint of the bench of 
bishops was never contradicted byj 
the Vatican. 

Not an Enemy of Peace. 
I am thankful to my God that 

according to my severe consicience 
I am not an enemy of peace. I had 
never been against peace. I only 
pointed out emphatically certain 
preliminary conditions in the in- 
terest of a long and lasting (church- 
state) peace. 

My letter of January 29 to the 
Minister of Justice, which was read 
in court, contains my standpoint of 
today. I do not want to quote now 

irom my letter but I speak to the 
content of it. 

I confessed already that I came 

into conflict with the laws of the 
state in certain things concerning 
finances. I have already offered 
restitution. This is my earnest. 

I prayed this morning to my Lord j 
and asked for peace in these heavy 
days. 

I brought the love of my church: 
to this courtroom, and I beg for 
this love for the Hungarian state to 
which I have shown obedience here. 

I also beg for this love for myself 
and may the Lord give wisdom to 
the court when they pass their sen- * 

tence which may help a settlement 
at home and abroad. 
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