
Flaw in Labor Policy 
Laid to Biased Rulings 
By Pro-Union NLRB 

Employers Seen Fearing 
Revival of Precedents Set 
By Board in Other Years 

By David Lawrence 
Every American who believes In 

sportsmanship and a fair deal ac- 

cepts the verdict of an impartial 
court even though adverse. But 
nobody likes a packed court or a 

prejudiced board or tribunal deal- 
ing with human rights and prop- 
erty rights. 

There would not today be the 
controversy over the provisions of 
the Wagner Act or the Taft-Hart- 
ley law if there had been impar- 
tiality and justice in the decisions 
of the National Labor Relations 
Board since it was organized in 
1935. 

Today, as Congress struggles 
with the wording of a new law, 
it is evident that the distortions 
and twisted interpretations and 
technicalities introduced by a pro- 
union majority on the labor board 
are responsible for the distrust 
which employers have and the 
sensitiveness which rival labor- 
union organizations display with 
respect to such matters as how 
the board shall be constituted and 
what powers it shall exercise. 

Merely to re-enact the Wagner 
law would not cause so much 
alarm among employers if it'did 
not mean restoring to effective- 
ness all the one-sided decisions 
which accumulated from 1935 to 
1947 and which the board, under 
any new law. would regard as sac- 

rosanct. 
The labor board, with its preju- 

dice in favor of labor unions, 
has at times conceived it to be a 

duty to construe collective bar- 
gaining as an objective that can 

be fostered only if national unions 
are favored as against independ- 
ent unions or only if unions are 

encouraged as against the unwill- 
ingness of workers to join such 
unions. 

Instrument of Unionization. 
Again and again the board ma- 

jority’ has, in effect, announced 
Itself as the instrumentality of 
unionization. Though the board 
members are honest and con- 

scientious, they regard peaceful 
relations between an employer and 
his workers as secondary if a 

minority wish to impair such re- 

lations by conniving with labor 
board personnel to threaten the 
use of the labor board unless 
recognition of the minority is 

granted. 
The most recent example of the 

board's pro-union bias is to be 
found in a case decided within the 
past 30 days involving the issue 
of freedom of speech. For years 
critics of the board have pointed 
out that in the eyes of that tri- 
bunal the rights of workers super- 
sede the constitutional right of 
free speech by the employers. The 
board members, in speeches and 
decisions, have denied this, but j 
Congress has refused to accept; 
such protestations as in accord j 
with the facts and put into the; 
Taft-Hartley Act a paragraph 
specifically safeguarding the right 
of free speech. 

Repeal of, this provision has 
been recommended by President; 
Truman, with no substitute what-; 
ever. The pro-union and anti-em- 
ployer board, however, which has 
been hostile to the Taft-Hartley, 
Act and began emasculating its 
provision* from the very begin- 
ning, has found a technical way 
around the provision, as it does 
whenever a phrase of the law 
could put any restraint on unions. 
The board majority said Congress 
meant freedom of speech only 
with respect to unfair labor 
charges and did not mean that an 

employer could speak to his em- 
ployes in a representation case. 

Such narrow and technical 
handling has been denounced by 
the joint committee of Congress 
which has been studying the Taft- 
Hartley Act. 

In a Wagner Act case that oc- 
curred in 1945 but which was not 
disposed of until a few weeks ago, 
an employer tried to exercise his 
rights under the Constitution to 
speak to his employes who werc 
on the picket line. It is conceded 
by both sides that he used no 
threats and made no inducements 
but simply urged the workers to 
come back to work. The pro- 
union majority of the board, how- 
ever, said this was an “unfair labor 
practice” because the employer's 
views were not addressed to the 
whole union which had been rec- 
ognized as bargaining agent. 

Denham Was Examiner. 
The trial examiner in the case, 

Robert N. Denham—who is now 
general counsel to the present 
Labor Board—recommended that 
the charges of an “unfair labor 
practice” be dismissed and point- 
ed out in his report that the em- 
ployer was not making any special 
offer to the few men on the picket 
line but was addressing them in 
the hope they would persuade their 
fellow workers and the union to 
bring the entire force back to 
work. 

The pro-union majority says an 
employer can't speak that way 
and cannot talk to pickets unless 
he addresses the full union at the 
same time. This reduces to an 
absurdity the whole theqry that 
the board really cares about the 
constitutional right of free speech. 

The workers can call nonunion 
members by any epithets or names 
of an unprintable character and 
the pro-Union board, ignoring all 
moral aspects, says this is free 
speech. But if an employer dares 
to use peaceful conversation With 
his own workers who are out on 

strike, this is an “unfair labor: 
practice.” 

The records are lull of such 
biased and narrow decisions which 
labor unions naturally want to see[ 
given the full sanction of law once 
more. That is what they mean! 
when they insist on restoration of 
the Wagner Act. Mr. Truman, 
who boasts that he wants the em- 

ployers and employes to have a 

“fair deal,” apparently is afraid 
for political reasons to appoint an 

entirely new personnel on the la- 
bor board with a mandate to deal 
fairly with both sides. 

That is why little progress to- 
ward peaceful relations will be 

This Changing World 
U. S. Reported Willing to Increase Trade 
With Tito Without Political Conditions 

By Constantine Brown 
The American Government Is 

willing to increase its trade with 
Yugoslavia without asking for any 
political changes in Marshal Tito’s 
regime. __________ 

This piece of 
news was con- 

veyed quietly to 
the Belgrade 
government re- 

cently by re- 

sponsible 
American per- 

sonalities. Tito’s 
reaction to this 
purely econom- 
ic approach is 
expected to be 
favorable, par- 
ticularly since 
he has been Conitnntlne Brown 

blacklisted by his confederates 
behind the Iron Curtain. 

There is more, however, than 
meets the eye in the present re- 

lationship between the Yugoslav 
and Western governments. With- 
out any fanfdre of publicity the 
Yugoslavs have tightened up 
somewhat on the Greek guerrillas. 
Medical and food supplies deliv- 
ered liberally in the past have 
been drastically curtailed. 

The Greek guerrillas are con- 

centrated now principally on Bul- 
garian and Albanian territory, 
since Tito's border guards, while 
permitting them to cross the fron- 
tiers into Greece, prevent them 
from returning after raids and 

i encounters with the Greek army. 

“Observers” Left. 
Until a year ago Yugoslavia was 

the chief operations base for the 
Soviet-sponsored Greek rebels. 
Bitolje and Skoplje, in Yugoslav 
Macedonia, used to be the head- 
quarters of the Greek Commu- 
nists and also sheltered Soviet 
missions which were planning 
military strategy for them. 

When the break occurred be- 
tween the Cominform and Tito 
the Soviet military missions and 
persons who were attached to the 
Yugoslav army and secret police 
as ‘observers'’ were invited to 
leave the country. When they 
went, the “advisory commission” 
in Bitolje also departed. 

Western diplomatic observers 
believe now that substantial in- 
crease in trade between Yugo- 
slavia and the West, as well as 
continuation of the "cold war” 
between the Cominform and Tito 

-might improve further the situa- 
tion in the Balkans. 

According to available infor- 
mation, no question is raised of 
our providing Yugoslavia with 
material which could be used di- 
rectly to increase the strength of 
Tho’s armed forces. Althougii 
there have been hints from Bel- 
grade that Tito desired some new 
observation planes and tools for 
war plants, he was informed that 
the Western powers are not pre- 
pared to comply with such re- 
quests. 

The Western powers are willing 
to send Tito electrical equipment 
as well as materials for repair of 
the railroads and communications 
system and other essential indus- 
tries in order to make Yugoslavia’s 
economy more self-supporting. 
But it would require a political 
agreement, which Tito either is 
unable or unwilling to make at 
this time, before we would con- 
sider supplying him with prod- 
ucts other than those needed for 
civilian use. 
• Agreement Seen Possible. 

The amount involved in the new 
plan is said not to exceed $25,- 
000,000 to $30,000,000 in the cur- 
rent year. Shipments to Yugo- 
slavia would be balanced for the 
most part by export of nonfer- 
rous materials, timber and other 
surplus products. These, in all 
likelihood, would go to Italy and 
other countries participating in 
the Marshall Plan. 

While Tito remains, in appear- 
ance at least, the foe of Western 
capitalism some diplomats, partic- 
ularly in London and Paris, believe 
in the possibility of an agreement 
tween Yugoslavia and Greece. 
There is no great traditional en- 
mity between those two countries 
as there is between both of them 
and Bulgaria. 

The chief bone of contention be- 
tween Belgrade and Athens in the 
past has been the question of 
Yugoslav access to the Aegean 
Sea through the port of Salonika. 
At one time, before World War II, 
a compromise was reached, where- 
by Yugoslavia was granted free, 
port privileges in that area. 

It is felt in British and French 
diplomatic quarters that some kind 
of agreement regarding Salonika 
would mark a definite step toward 
further detachment of Tito from 
the Cominform and would im- 
prove the present extremely diffi- 
cult situation of the Athens gov- 
ernment. 

Foreign Policy Approach 
Truman Urged to Speak Out Candidly 
Instead of Using Acheson as ‘Lawyer’ 

By Thomas L. Stokes 
It's a pity that President Tru- 

man hasn't shown in his approach 
to foreign affairs something of j 
that forthrightness and down-to- i 
simplicity —< of 
talking, straight 
to the folks,-if 
you please — 

with which he 
treats dQr- do- 
mestic prob- 
lems. 

It would be 
helpful if the 
man who can 

speak so effec- 
tively to his own 

people about 
their own af- 
fairs. as he dem- 
onstrated in the 

Thomas L. Stokes 

campaign, could be similarly hu- 
man and candid in reaching our 

own people and the people of the 
world about international trou- j 
bles, 'and particularly the vex- j 
atlous Russian dilemma that now 

overshadows all else. 
Like other Presidents before ; 

him, he sits behind a curtain 
drawn between him and the peo- j 
pie, the velvet curtain of diplo-1 
matic custom. This is not pecu-1 
liar to us. It exists in every other 
nation, too, whenever foreign 
policy is involved, though there 
would seem to be less reason fdr 
the sanctified atmosphere here in 
the world's greatest democracy, 
less reason for the diplomatic j 
double-talk which is often very 
small talk. 

There was a little bit of busi- j 
ness here the other day. 

"Lawyer Speaks for Him. 
At his press conference the 

President chose to step behind 
his lawyer, who is his Secretary of 
State, and not speak for himself, 
on what is certainly the over- 

whelming issue of the day, that 
same Russian matter. Yet, only 
a few weeks ago the same mar. 
was speaking out on his own and 
for himself, and he used simple, 
direct language that hi^ hearers 
could understand. It is like two 
entirely different persons. 

It was most entertaining to 
watch such a lawyer and diplomat 
as Dean Acheson, our Secretary j 
of State, go through the beautiful' 
performance of last week when' 
he deftly handled the Joe Stalin5 
overture for direct conversations 
with our President, completely de- 
molishing the Russian case with 
his balanced sentences, his deli- 
cate irony, his occasional sar- 

casm. It was what we call a 
tour de force. The old masters,! 
Talleyrand, Metternich, Disraeli 
and their likes, neve? did it better. 

To at least one witness, the per- 
formance in that theater at the 
State Department where press 
conferences are held was remi- 
niscent of Victorian play-acting, 
with little connection with reality, 
or with people. It was pretty, 
and it was art—but what then? 
It didn’t seem to get us much 
further forward with the prob- 
lem that confronts us. 

It was finely polished. The 

made If the Wegner law Is re- 
enacted or even if a new law con- 

taining the best features of the 
Taft-Hartley Act is passed but ad- 
ministered by a pro-union board. 
If the board is to continue as it 
is, it ought to be put in the La- 
bor Department, where Secretary 
Tobin could write the decisions. 
He is frankly and avowedly pro- 
union, but he is a member of the 
President’s Cabinet and this would 
make it possible to hold the Presi- 
dent directly accountable for obvi- 
ously political decisions on labor- 
management relations. 

(Reproduction Richt* Beeerred.) 

Secretary had carefully memorized 
his statement, and he delivered it 
with magnificent calm and elo- 
quent precision as he sat at the 
table below the stage. It recalled 
another scene witnessed by this 
reporter several years ago during 
the turbulent'days of domestic 
crisis fh’ the iarly New Deal era. 
That was in the United States 
Supreme Court, also a very august 
place, suffused with as much dig- 
nity in our domestic affairs as Is 
the State Department in our for-j 
eign relations. 

Talked From Memory. 
Justice Owen J. Roberts, a 

handsome figure in his black robe 
there on the high bench, de- 
livered from memory in that 
beautiful voice of his the long 
and tedious and involved decis- 
ion that killed, with elegance and 
soft grace, the Agricultural Ad- 
justment Act contrived to deliver 
the distressed farmer from his 
own particular depression. He 
had the gentle suavity of a 

Shakespearean actor of the old 
school as he sat there reciting 
his lines, looking out over the 
court room. It was certainly no! 
place that day for an Iowa farm- 
er. 

But there was another Justice 
who spoke out that day, not so 

p'olite or eloquent, the stalwart 
Harlan Fiske Stone, later Chief 
Justice. He disagreed with Jus- 
tice Roberts and the majority and 
took tpe occasion to talk very 
frankly to the Court, saying in 
effect that it was getting too | 
high and mighty, that it was 

setting itself up on a pinnacle, 
that it was arrogating legisla- 
tive power to itself and, in doing 
this, it was “torturing” the Con- 
stitution, as he put it. He con- 
cluded : 

“While unconstitutional exer- 
cise of power by the executive and 
legislative bodies is subject to 
judicial restraint, the only check 
on our exercise of power is our 
own sense of self-restraint.” 

He was, of course, in the mi- 
nority. The Justice Stones still 
are in a minority in diplomacy. 
He’s dead no\y. There is use to- 
day for his frankness and sim- 
plicity of approach in the field of 
diplomacy—here and all around 
the world. 

Harry Truman is, by nature, 
the sort of fellow who could in- 
troduce it. if he'd only thrust 
aside that velvet curtain and be 
himself and speak up on his own. 
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Atomic Energy Debate 
Lilienthal Favors Giving People 

* Facts So They May Act Wisely 
By Doris Fleeson 

A lull-scale congressional de- 
bate on how much the American 
people ought to know about their 
atomic energy property is in the 
making. 
_ 

At Lehigh 
University last 
week-end, 
Chairman Lili- 
enthal of the 
Atomic Energy 
Commission in- 
ferentially chal- 
lenged propo* 
nents of absolute 

| secrecy. “Wide 
d 1 s s e m i n a- 

; tion of facts 
and broad pub- 
lic discussion 
must continue Dorit Flce*on. 

and must increase, he said. For 
unless the people have the es- 
sential.facts about atomic energy 
they cannot act wisely nor can 
they act democratically." 

Influential members of Congress 
have questioned the desirability 

|of some AEC reports. More re- 
ports are in preparation, the 
Chairman said calmly. 

Chairman McMahon of the 
Joint Congressional Atomic En- 
ergy Committee, had blazed the 
trail for Mr. Lilienthal a week 
previously in specific language. 
In a Detroit address, Senator Mc- 
Mahon raised the question of 
whether the American people and 
the world should be told how 
many atomic bombs and atomic 
weapons we possess and how fast 
we are producing them. 

Test of Efficiency. 
The Senator said he had not 

himself reached a conclusion. But 
he argued that the answer would 
furnish, one, the only' objective 
test of the- Atomic Energy TJoffl- 
mlssfoh's efficiency, and, two, the 
only method of Judging thi merits 
of the $19,000,000,000 defense 
budget for w£lp)i the American 
people are being asked to con- 
tribute an additional $4,000,000,- 
000 In taxes. 

Administration plans appear to 
insure public discussion of these 
issues. President Truman has al- 
ready asked Senator McMahon to 
introduce legislation repealing Re- 
publican changes in the AEC law 
which restrict the five commis- 
sioners to straight two-year terms 
and restoring the staggered terms 
of one to five years as in the 
original act. 

Republicans acted after the 
President had sent Mr. Lllien- 
thal’s name to the Hill for a five- 
year term. Their happy expecta- 
tion was that a Republican Presi- 
dent could soon appoint all five 
commissioners; it also enabled 
them to duck a roll call vote 
on Mr. Lilienthal’s confirmation 
which they appeared certain to 
lose. 

The President -»has indicated 
that Mr. Lillenthal’s confirmation 
for five years is one of his fa- 
vorite pieces of unfinished busi- 
ness. But Senator Taft and 
others like the chairman as little 
as ever and there are bound to be 
fiery exchanges in which the new 
issue of how much secrecy can 
be reconciled with democratic 
processes and true defense will re- 
ceive due attention. 

Question Is: How Much? 
Atomic energy is hardly newer 

than that issue which has been 
basic to it from the start. The 
American people own and operate 
an Industrial concern bigger than 
General Motors which includes 
two major cities and 60,000 em- 
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ployes. Defense considerations 
necessarily make much of it a 

secret. How much, is the question 
being posed by Senator McMahon 
and Mr. Ulienthal. 

The biggest budget in American 
history with its new pressures on 
the pocketbook nerve give the 
question added point. A con- 
siderable body of military opinion 
backs the Senator when he says 
Congress cannot judge defense 
needs without knowing the size 
of our atomic stockpile. Accord- 
ing to Senator McMahon, Con- 
gress is like a general who must 
train his troops without knowing 
how many rounds of ammuni- 
tion they will be issued. 

But there are also military 
factions who not only resist any 
attempt to open up the question 
but labor unceasingly to bring 
atomic energy back under mil- 
itary control as it was during the 
war. And they have important 
congressional support. 

This is the battle that Mr. 
Lilienthal heads into with his 
admonition at Lehigh: “It is well 
that we recall our basic tenet: 
that this democracy of ours is 
founded upon a faith in the 
judgment of the people as a 
whole. It is founded upon a be- 
lief that when people are in- 
formed, their conscience and their 
common sense can be relied upon 
to carry us safely through any 
crisis." 
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McLemore— 
Class D Men Proposed 
For Baseball Memorial 

By Henry McLemore 
Each year those of us who have 

been members of the Baseball 
Writers’ Association of America 
for 10 years or more are asked to 

| vote for the 
players we think 
deserve a place 
in Base ball's 
Hall of Fame 
at Cooperstown. 

Given suffici- 
ent votes, the 
men will join 
the 55 diamond 
immortals who 
have been cho- 
sen in years 
past. Along with 
Mel Ott and 
Bill Dickey. I 
have a third Henry McLemore. 

man I want to cast a ballot lor 
tHis year. I don't know his name, 
bat he could be any one of hun- 
dreds of class D ballplayers who 
spend their summers eking out a 

miserable and precarious living 
close to the bottom of the ladder 
of organized baseball. 

Let's call him George, make him 
a shortstop, and after I tell you 
of his routine from April through 
September, see if you don’t think 
he deserves a place in Coopers- 
town, even if Cochrane, Cobb and 
Wagner have to move over a bit. 

Salary Is Limited. 
George plays on a team which, 

under the rules of Commissioner 
Chandler’s office, is restricted to 
a salary limit of $2,400 a month 
for all the players. And there are 
always J5 players, usually 17, to 
cut up the $2,400. Being a pretty: 
good class D shortstop, George* 
gets a little more than his share 
and averages about $140 a month. 
He has a wife and baby, and his 
wife’s mother lives with them. 

George’s only chance to pick up 
a little extra money during the 
season would be to get the job of 
driving the rattle-trap bus in 
which the team beats around the 
State. That pays $100 extra a 

month, but he doesn’t have a 

prayer to get the job—the star 
pitcher has that sinecure. 

George plays practically all of 

his games at night, under lights 
that are so weak they don’t even 
attract playboy moths, and on a 
diamond that is dangerous just 
to walk across in broad daylight, 
much less field a ball on at night. 
When George stoops to pick up a 
sizzling grounder he doesn’t know 
where the rocks are going to make 
it bound. Often they send it right 
into his face, and being as he 
doesn’t have any extra money for 
facial repairs, he just has to wear 
his face as it is. 

The schedule is enough to kill 
off the healthiest of horses. 

George has to spend every other 
night bouncing along in a bus. 
driven by that tycoon of a pitcher. 
The schedule is like this: A game 
at home, which is often not fin- 
ished until midnight because class 
D teams don’t play many close, 
tight games. Lots of runs and 
more errors are the usual order of 
the night. After the game George 
bathes under a trickly shower in 
a poorly ventilated room and goes 
home. 

Off Again in Morning. 
The next morning he takes off 

in the bus for a town 200 or so 
miles away. He does all the pack- 
ing of his gear. There are no 
attendants* to see that his bats, 
glove, etc., are packed and stowed 
on the bus. He eats on the way, 
and he eats in the cheapest places 
he can find, for his travel allow- 
ance is of the smallest. 

Arriving at the town where he 
is going to play that night he 
doesn’t check into a hotel. He 
just wanders around, or leans 
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against sides of buildings until 
it is time to go to the .park. 
There he unpacks his one dirty 
road uniform, puts it on and goes 
out on another ill-lighted, death- 
defying diamond. When the 
game is over he gets in the bus, 
jiggle-joggles home through the 
night, and gets to bed after day- 
break. That night he plays at 
home and is more than apt to be 
booed by the crowd if he isn’t 
up to top performance. 

The next day he climbs in that 
little home-away-from-home of 
his, the bus, and starts all over 
again. 

See what I mean? Don't you 
think that one of these class D 
men should be in the Hall of 
Fame to represent all of his 
comrades who give so much en- 
tertainment, but who must suffer 
so doing it? •» 
(Distributed by McNtught Byndic»t«, Inc ) 
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