
Weather Forecast 
Mostly sunny with highest in mid 50s 

today. Tonight, cloudy, low about 38. 
Tomorrow, cloudy, mild, light rain. (Pull 

report on Page A-2.) 
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MINDSZENTY GIVEN LIFE, APPEALS VERDICT 
Death Sentence 
Can Be Decreed 
By Higher Court 

6 Co-Defendants Also 
Get Prison Terms; 
U. S. 'Meddling' Hit 

By Endre Morton 
(Mr. Morton, o native Hungarian. Is 

ft resident Associated Press correspond- 
ent in Budapest. Ihe Hungarian gov- 
ernment has refused to admit American 
Associated Press correspondents.) 

BUDAPEST, Hungary, Feb. 8 — 

Josef Cardinal Mindszenty re- 
ceived a life sentence today from 
a court which stripped him of his 
worldly possessions and criticized 
the United States as a meddler in 
Hungarian affairs. 

The flve-man People's Court, 
representing a Communist-backed 
government, classified Cardinal 
Mindszenty as a traitor to the 
country. It declared he had tried 
to overthrow the regime in favor 
of Royalists, and had speculated 
Illegally in American dollars. 

The court also convicted Car- 

JOSEF CARDINAL 
MINDSZENTY. 

—AP Wirephoto. 

dinal Mindszenty s six co-defend- 
ants, tijree of them cn the same 

trwiion charge, and ordered them 
to serve senterfees ranging from 
three years to life. # 

The cardinal appealed his sen- 

tence, leaving the higher court 
three alternatives—to let It stand, 
reduce it or increase it to death 
by hanging. 

Prosecutor Attacks Sentence. 
Prosecutor Gyula Elapi, attacked 

the life sentence as too light. He 
called on the People's Court to 
take the life of the 56-year-old 
cardinal. But further considera- 
tion of the case was left to the 

Appeals Court, which the prose- 
cutor asked to decree the death 
sentence. 

In ordering confiscation of the 
cardinal's possessions and sen- 

tencing him to life. Judge Vilmos 
Olthys said the court had con- 

sidered several factors as being in 
Cardinal Mindszenty s favor. 

The court took into considera- 
tion that the cardinal had con- 

fessed regretfully. Judge Olthys 
said, and that he had lived far 

from worldly affairs. The judge 
asserted the United States, 

through Minister Selden Chapin, 
had misled the cardinal—“made 
him hope that the United States 
of America would start a war, and 
that this war would help him at- 
tain his aims." 

One of these aims, the court 

held, was to restore in Hungary 
the Hapsburg rule which domi- 
nated this area in the heyday of 

kings. 
“United States Minister Chapin 

had a great role in building up 
the activities of Mindszenty.” the 

judga said, attacking the United 
States as a supporter of reaction- 
ary forces. 

After the court session Mr. Cha- 

Tcontinued on Page A-5. Col. 2.) 

Grains Drop Limit, 
But Steady Later 

|y th« Associated Press 

CHICAGO. Feb. 8. — General 

liquidation in futures at the Board 
of Trade today carried some grains 
off the daily trading limit at times 

during the morning session. 
The first break came when 

March soybeans broke the daily 
10-cent limit. As liquidation com- 

municated to other futures, May 
corn dropped the permitted 8-cent 
limit. May oats were off the 6-cent 

\imit and nearly all deliveries 
touched new seasonal lows. 

Some buying after the first 

/our of trading had a steadying 
tffect, but the tone of the market 
/ontinued weak and nervous. 

After the first hour, wheat was 

V/2 to 3T/i cents lower, corn was 

2Vi to 2% lower, oats were % to 
one cent lower, rye was a cent 
lower, soybeans were 7y4 to eight 
cents lower, and lard was eight to 
35 cents a hundred pounds lower. 

At New York, cotton futures 
dropped as much as $1.30 a bale 
and other commodities joined in 
the slide. Cocoa for March delivery 
declined the daily allowable trad- 
ing limit; cottonseed oil also was 

lower. Wholesale butter was 
lower. Wholesale butter was down 
a cent to 1 l/a cents a pound lower. 

ANNOUNCEMENT 
The Board of Directors of The Evening Star Newspaper 

Company yesterday afternoon elected the following new 

officers: 

Samuel H. Kauffmann, president. 
Rudolph Max Kauffmann, vice president. 
Newbold Noyes, jr., secretary. 
Crosby Noyes Boyd, treasurer. 
Rudolph Kauffmann II, assistant secretary-treasurer. 

Benjamin M. McKelway was re-elected editor. 
The stockholders elected two new directors, Godfrey W. 

Kauffmann and Crosby Stuart Noyes. 
President Kauffmann announced to the board the ap- 

pointment of Crosby Noyes Boyd as business manager. 
The meeting of the board followed the annual stock- 

holders’ meeting adjourned from Monday, January 31, because 

of the death earlier that day of Fleming Newbold, president 
of the company. 

(Story on Page A-3.) ! 

House G.O.P. Votes Declaration 
Qf Indignation Over Mindszenty 

Church, Government 
Leaders Denounce 
Budapest Verdict 

Rising resentment over the trial 

of Josef Cardinal Mindszenty 
was high lighted today by a 

declaration of “indignation and 
condemnation" by House Repub- 
licans. 

While churches and Govern- 
ment leaders excoriated the Com- 
munist regime under which the 

Catholic primate of Hungary was 

sentenced to life imprisonment, it 
was reported that the United 
States is considering a formal 
protest to the Hungarian govern- 
ment. 

On the suggestion of Repre- 
sentative Hale of Maine, all Re- 

publican members of the House 
met to adopt the declaration. 

| No formal resolution had been 

prepared, but Minority Leader 
Martin of Massachusetts was di- 
rected to name a committee of 
three to draft the party's senti- 
ments. 

Lashing out at a Hungarian 
court that "crucified justice." 
Archbishop Patrick A. O'Boyle of 
Washington said in a statement: 

“The craven cowards In the 
face of world protest were afraid 
to pursue the premeditated mur- ! 

dfer V Cardinal Mindszenty. A 

great champion of human freedom 
and human righls had no chance 
with a government that acknowl- 
edges neither the majesty of God 
nor the rights of man. 

“May our Divine Lord and His 
< Continued on Page A-5, Col. 5.) 
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Pope Hears News of 
Sentence With 'Most 
Profound Sorrow' 

By the Associated Press 

VATICAN CITY, Feb. 8.—Pope 
Pius XII heard news of the sen- 

tencing of Josef Cardinal Minds- 
zenty “with the most profound 
sorrow,” a Vatican source reported 
today. 

The informant said the Pontiff 
would seize "the first occasion that 
presents itself to make a protest 
in the hardest and most definitive 
terms.” 

Earlier, an American priest at 
the Vatican commented on the 
.sentence: 

“They want to put him on a 

shelf to be forgotten—but he will 
not be forgotten.” 

The Pontiff sorrowfully entered 
his private chapel immediately 
after hearing the news from Bu- 
dapest and knelt “for a long 
while in prayer,” the informant 
said. 

The Pope delayed opening his 
audiences from 9:15 a.m. to 10:30 
a.m. 

The news was heard “with vivid 
sorrow” throughout the Vatican. 
The informant reported the fol- 
lowdng comment was heard: 

“The jCominform (Communist 
Information Bureau! wishes to 
punish the major representative 
of Hungarian Catholicism in the 
person of the cardinal. 

“Although the unfolding of the 
trial showed that every care was 
taken to demolish the ecclesiastic 

(See VATICAN. Page A~5.) 

Forrestal Proposes 1 

Uniform Legal Code 
For Armed Services 

Plan GivenCongressWould 
Provide Court of Last 

i Resort for Each Branch 

By John A. Giles 
Defense Secretary Forrestal pro- 

posed to Congress today a uniform 
code of military justice, including 
creation of a “civilian judicial 
council" which would be the court 
of last resort for each of the 
armed services. 

The proposed three-member 
“military supreme court” was 

compared by defense officials to 
the United States Court of Ap- 
peals. Its members would be paid 
$17,500 annually. The uniform 
code—whieh would be the first in 
the Nation's history—was based on 

a study by a special committee 
headed by Prof. Edmond M. 
Morgan of Harvard Law School. 
It would apply to the Army, Navy, 
Air Force and Coast Guard in war 

and in peace. 
Mr. Forrestal sent the. proposed 

legislation to House Speaker Ray- 
burn and said that President Tru- 
man had approved the plan. Mr. 
Forrestal said its passage would 
increase public confidence in mili- 
tary justice without impairing per- 
formance of military functions. * 

Same System of Courts. 
The proposed code makes all 

punishable offenses identical for 
all military services and sets up 
the same system of courts and pro- 
cedures for each, including a 

board of review in each depart- 
ment. These boards would be 
composed of military lawyers. 

The courts provided for each 
department are: General, for cap- 
ital and other serious offenses; 
special for less serious offenses, 
and summary for minor offenses. 

The single judicial council will 
“make final decisions on all ques- 
tions of law and also act with 
the judge advocates general of the 
three departments as an advisory 
body to secure uniformity in policy 
and in sentences and to correct 
any defects discovered in the sys- 
tem and its administration,” Prof. 
Morgan said. 

Review of the judicial council 
for errors of law would be auto- 
matic where a death sentence or 
a dismissal was involved and may 
be obtained by petition showing 
probable error of law where the 
sentence imposed more than one 

year’s confinement or a discharge. 
(See MILITARY JUSTICE, A-4.) 

Acheson Says ECA Aid 
Must Be Continued or 

Gains Will Be Lost 
Marshall Plan Succeeding, 
He Tells Congress Groups; 
Hoffman Outlines Needs 

By Chalmers M. Roberts 
The Marshall Plan must be con- 

tinued to assure that the current 
“momentum of achievement" in 
European recovery will go on. Sec- 
retary of State Acheson declared 
today. 

The Secretary and Economic 
Co-operation Administrator Paul 
G. Hoffman appeared before a 

joint hearing of the Senate For- ( 
eign Relations Committee and 
the House Foreign Affairs Com- 
mittee to launch the Administras-i 
tion's drive for another 15 months i 

of the program, costing $5,580,- 
000.000. 

Not to continue the plan, Mr. 
Acheson said, “would be to lose all 
that has been gained and to lose 
also the opportunity to bring the 
program to full completion." 

Success of Plan Claimed. 

The Secretary declared the 
Marshall Plan is succeeding and 
he linked it with the Brussels de- 
fense pact of five European na- 

tions. led by Britain and France, 
as a necessary part of the drive 
for “increasing strength and con- 

fidence” in Western Europe. 
He told the committees that 

See FQREIGN Ag?.~Page A^4.i 

Taft Advocates 
Defining Scope 
Of Labor Bill 

Meeting Called Today 
On Extending Deadline 
To Complete Hearings 

By J. A. O'Leary 
Senator Taft, Republican, of 

Ohio, co-author of the Taft- 
Hartley Act, indicated today that 
the scope of labor legislation 
should be defined more clearly so 

that people in business will know 
whether it affects them. 

Meanwhile, the Democratic ma- 

jority on the Senate Labor Com- 
mittee scheduled a subcommittee 
meeting this afternoon to decide 
whether the remaining testimony 
eftn be completed by Thursday, 
the original deadline for comple- 
tion of the hearings. Senator 
Morse, Republican, of Oregon pre- 
dicted the hearings would be ex- 
tended. 

The Taft statement came after 
Robert N. Denham, general coun- 
sel of the National Labor Rela- 
tions Board, told the Senate com- 
mittee that the only point on 

which he and the board have not 
come to agreement is whether 
"the little fellow" can have his 
affairs administered by the board. 

Under the Taft-Hartley Act, a 

business must be one that affects 
interstate commerce if a complaint 
is to be considered. To illustrate 
the type of cases he had in mind, 
Mr. Denham cited a complaint 
from a non-union bartender in a 

San Francisco tavern. Mr. Den- 
ham said the complaint was that 
the establishment had three bar- 
tenders—two union and one non- 
union. The witnesses said the un- 

ion made the proprietor fire the 
non-union man. even though the 
man offered at that point to join 
the union. 

Called Case for Board. 
Mr. Denham said that is a case 

the board probably would say is 
local. He added his own belief 
that the bartender should have 
t’'p protection of the law if pos- 

’e. * 

Senator Taft said that appeared 
to him a local rather than an 
interstate commerce case, which 
should be governed by California 
law. The Ohio Senator added, 
however, that perhaps the law 
should be clarified. 

Senator Morse called on Mr. 
Denham to file a detailed memo- 
randum in support of a state- 
ment which the Oregon Senator 
construed to be a charge that 
the NLRB has been “guilty of 
partiality in carrying out its func- 
tions as a' quasi judicial-’ agency. 

Senator Douglas, Democrat, of 
Illinois had asked Mr. Denham if 
the NLRB has not been endeavor- 
ing since 1940 to adhere to the 
judicial principle of remaining 
aloof from parties in litigation 
before it. 

“Not entirely," replied Mr. Den- 
ham. who was a trial examiner for 
the board for a number of years 
before his appointment to the new 

post of independent counsel under 
the Taft-Hartley Act. 

Investigated Before Complaints. 
Without indicating the time 

when the exceptions occurred, Mr. 
Denham went on to say there 
were many cases in which the 

(See LABOR Page A-4.) 

Royall Off for Okinawa 
After Korean Inspection 

By th« Associated Press 

SEOUL, Korea. Feb. 8.—Army 
Secretary Kenneth Royall took off 
for Okinawa today after a light- 
ning inspection of American troops 
in Korea. 

The Secretary talked with Presi- 
dent Syngman Rhee and Foreign 
Secretary Lee Bum Suk. He re- 

fused to comment on the touchy 
military situation in which the 
armies of the rival North and 
South Korean government sit un- 

easily on each side of the border. 

From Okinawa Mr. Royall will 
fly to Guam and then to Hawaii 
on his way home. 

Strato jet Speeding Toward D.C. 
May Set Transcontinental Mark 

By Ihc Associated Press 

MOSES LAKE, Wash., Feb. 8.— 
A Boeing XB-47 Stratojet bomber 
sped Eastward from the Moses 
Lake Air Force Base today on a 

2,289-mile flight to Andrews Field, 
Md., near Washington, D. C. 

The six-jet bomber took off at 
10:22 a.m. <EST> with Maj. R. E. 
Schleeh ol Dayton, Ohio, at the 
controls. It circled the field, 
crossed the control tower two min- 
utes later and headed east. 

The trip was expected to take 
about three and a half hours! 
which would make it the fastest 
transcontinental flight in history. 

In the co-pilot’s seat was Maj. 
Joseph W. Howell, also of Dayton. 
Maj. Schleeh is deputy chief of 
bomber operations of the flight 
test division of the Air Materiel 
Command at Wrifht-Patterson 
Air Force Base. 

An hour after the takeoff, 
Boeing Airplane Co. of Seattle re- 

ported the XB-47 was east of 

Great Falls, Mont., flying at 35,000 
feet. 

A transcontinental speed mark 
is almost inevitable if the XB-47 
has favorable wind conditions all 
the way. However, no official tim- 
ing has been arranged. 

The Stratojet is the Air Force's 
first swept-wing bomber. It is 

powered with six General Electric 
J-35 turbo-jet engines which give 
it something over 24,000 pounds of 
thrust. In addition 18 JATO units 
(rocket motors) are housed in the 
sides of the fuselage for emer- 

gency power. 
The plane is being brought to 

Andrews Field as part of an Air 
Force display to be held for mem- 

bers of Congress next Tuesday. 

\“.WITH MALICE 

\toward none..." 

Lincoln Day Dinner in the D. C. 

Court Hears Propaganda Talks 
Identified as by Miss Gillars 

Happy She Was Sticking on German Side 
Because It Was Right Side, Record Says 

By James J. Cullinane 
A melodious, cultured voice, 

identified as Ahat of Mildred E, 

Gillars, the American woman who 

became known as "Axis Sally” 
during the war, today poured Nazi 
propaganda into the ears of a 

District Court judge and jury try- 
ing her for treason. 

Two recordings of German 
short-wave broadcasts, monitored 
by the Federal Communications 
Commission in July and August. 
1943, and containing the most 
outspoken Nazi propaganda in- 
troduced thus far in the trial, 
were played into the earphone 

amplification system in the hushed 
courtroom. In one of the record- 
ings she referred to the Nazi side 
as “the right side.” 

Hans Von Richter, a former of- 
ficial of the German Foreign1 
Broadcasting Service, identified 
the voice as that of Miss Gillars 
and said he remembered the 
broadcast. 

“What was the purpose of those, 
broadcasts?” asked Chief Frose- 
cutor John M. Kelley, jr. 

"To make the people of the 
United States not to follow the 
policies of the administration and 
their war effort,” Von Richter, a 

See AXIS SALLY, Page A-3.) 

Dior, New Look's 
Father, Raising 
Hemlines Again 

By th« Associated Press 
1 PARIS, Feb. 8 —The man who 
lowered hemlines from knee to 
calf for the New Look a year-and- 
a-half ago is raising them again 
this spring. 

Christian Dior's new spring 
fashions put the skirt hems 16 
inches from the ground—4 inches 
higher than his famed New Look. 
It's also higher than any other 
designer has shown to date. 

Dior's spring fashion show to- 

day featured “flying panel” over- 

skirts. The panels, sometimes 201 
of them, fall loose from the waist 
and swirl away as Milady walks or 

dances to show a straight skirt slit 
to the knee. 

The old “New Look” fullness 
remains in many Dior numbers, as 

well as the pencil-straight skirts. 
Short evening dresses were 

shown, sometimes accompanied by 
dark taffeta coats with Dior's fly- 
away back fullness made from a 

deep unpressed pleat falling from 
the shoulder blades. 

Nazi Who Claims He Flew 
Hitler to Safety Gets Term 

th* Associated Press 

WARSAW, Poland, Feb. 8.—A 

former German Air Force pilot. 
Capt. Peter Baumgart, who in- 

sisted he flew Hitler to Denmark 
shortly before the fall of Berlin, 
was sentenced to five years im- 

prisonment by a Polish court to- 

day. 
Baumgart was returned to Poland 

after the war. A three-judge War- 
saw court convicted him of hav- 

ing been a member of the Nazi 
S. S. (elite guard*. This could 
have been punishable by a death 
sentence unded Polish law. 

Baumgart told the court he 
landed Hitler. Eva Braun and a 

party of friends on Danish terri- 

tory April 30, 1945. Allied inves- 
tigators never have reported find- 
ing any substantiation of the story. 

Chennault's Chinese Wife 
Mother of 74-Pound Girl 

ly the Associated Press 

SHANGHAI, Feb. 8.—Claire 
Chennault, 59, retired United 
States Air Force major general, 
today became the father of a 

baby girl in Canton, his commer- 

cial airline office here was ad- 
vised. 

The daughter, named Claire 
Anna, weighed TVs pounds. The 
mother, the former Anna Chan, 
Chinese newspaperwoman, was 

reported doing fine. The couple 
was married December 21, 1947. 

North Atlantic Pad 
To Be Discussed by 
Acheson and Envoys 

Secretary Joins in Talks; 
Norse Foreign Minister 
Continues Discussion 

By Garnett D. Horner 
Secretary of State Acheson ar- 

ranged to enter North Atlantic j 
security pact negotiations per-; 
sonally for the first time today. 

He scheduled a meeting, at 3 
p.m. with the envoys of Canada, 
Great Britain, France, Belgium.; 
the Netherlands and Luxembourg1 
to carry forward the negotiations! 
for a treaty binding those coun- 

tries with the United States into, 
a defensive alliance. 

This meeting was arranged as 

Norwegian Foreign Minister Hal- 
vard M. Lange went into his sec- 

ond day of discussions with Amer- 
ican officials to find out what 
joining the projected alliance1 
would mean for Norway. 

Mr. Lange, who held a brief; 
preliminary conference with Sec- 
retary Acheson late yesterday, fol- 
lowed by a more detailed discus- 
sion with other officials, met this 
morning with State Department 
Counsellor Charles E. Bohlen and 
other key men who have been en- 

gaged in the pact negotiations 
with Canada and the Western 
Union countries. j 

Needs Data for Derision. 
Mr. Acheson’s scheduled session 

with the envoys marked the first, 
meeting of the negotiators since 
Mr. Acheson became Secretary of 
State on January 20. Former 
Undersecretary of State Robert A. 
Lovett had carried on the negoti- 
ations for this Government during 
the last several months. 

Officials indicated that the con- 

ference today was called to hasten 
completion of the proposed secu-! 
rity treaty draft and not especi-1 
ally to deal with questions raised 
by Norway, although they might 
come up for discussion. 

Mr. Lange flew here to discuss 
possibilities of Norway's lining up 
with the North Atlantic alliance 
negotiators despite mounting Rus- 
sian pressure against such a move. 

"I have come to gather informa- 
tion with a view to assembling the 
material we need to submit to the 
Norwegian government and Parlia- 
ment as to whether Norway ought 
to accept an invitation to join the 

preparatory talks for the Atlantic 
pact,” Mr. Lange said. 

The United States was believed 
prepared to assure the Norwegians 
that: 

1. The proposed alliance would 
require no allied bases on Nor- 

wegian territory in peacetime. 
2. Norway would receive as a 

I (See NORWEGIAN, Page A-4.) 

Effort to Streamline 
Federal Government 
Is Shifted to Senate 

Army Engineers Corps 
May Be Storm Center; 
Retiring Chief to Testify 

Action on the bill to give Pres- 
ident Truman sweeping powers to 
reorganize and streamline the 
1,800 executive agencies of the 
Government, subject to the veto 
of Congress, shifted to the Senate 
today, with overwhelming ap- 
proval already registered by the 
House. V 

There were indications that the 
Army Corps of Engineers may 
become the storm center of Sen- 
ate consideration of the bill. But 
the House rejection of a proposal 
that the engineers be given spe- 
cial consideration was regarded 
as increasing the difficulties of 
similar proposals in the Senate. 

Chairman McClellan of the 
Senate Expenditures Committee, 
which is holding hearings on the 
measure, announced that Lt. Gen. 
Raymond A. Wheeler, retiring 
chief of engineers, will testify be- 
fore the committee Thursday. 
Senators who have asked to be 
heard will testify tomorrow. 

Lone Amendment Accepted. 
In passing the Administration 

measure last night by a thumping 
356 to 9 vote, the House accepted 
one amendment. Offered by Rep- 
resentative Bailey, Democrat, of 
West Virginia, it added the Rail- 
road Retirement Board, the Na- 
tional Railroad Adjustment Board 
and the National Mediation Board 
to the four agencies for which 

any reorganization plan must be 
submitted by the President sep- 
arately. This amendment was ap- 
proved by a 122-to-99 vote. 

The four agencies are the Na- 
tional Military Establishment, the 
Interstate Commerce Commission, 
the Federal Reserve Board and 
the Securities and Exchange Com- 
mission. 

Six amendments were voted 

down, some after bitter debate. 

One, offered by Representative 
Rogers, Democrat, of Florida, 
would have provided that no plan 
affecting the civil functions of the 

Engineers’ Corps could take effect 

(See REORGANIZATION, A-3.) 

Seven Killed asFireDestroys 
Farm House in Kentucky 

Ey the Associated ° ess 

CAMPBFLLSVILLE, Ky.. Feb. 8. 
—A farm fire near here yesterday 
claimed the lives of seven persons, 
six of them members of one family. 

Four of the victims died in the 

flaming farm house. The other 
three died of burns later in the 

Rosary Hospital here. 

Authorities said the Are started 
when kerosene exploded as the 
father poured it into a coal stove. 

Dead .were Walter Lee (Bob) 
Durham, his wife and four chil- 
dren, and Lee Durham of Louis- 
ville,- an uncle of Walter. 

Walter Durham and his three 
sons, Walter Ray, 8; Jimmy Lewis, 

5; and Russell, 3, died in the 
flames. Mrs. Durham, their 18- 

month-old daughter. Carolyn, and 

Lee Durham died in the hospital 
today. 

Neighbors reported Mrs. Durham 

grabbed the baby and carried it 

from the house. Lee Durham had 

arrived at the house only a few 

minutes before the explosion and 

Are. 
Only member to escape the 

Durham farm Are was the oldest 

daughter, Violet May. who was 

visiting her grandmother, Mrs. 

Lizzie Durham, in another house 
on the same farm. 

Senate Inquiry 
Into High Retail 
Prices Ordered 

Banking Committee 
May Begin Public 
Hearings Next Week 

By the Associated Press 

The Senate Banking Committee 
decided unanimously today to in- 
vestigate what is keeping retail 
and consumer prices so high. 

Chairman Maybank said public 
hearings may start next week. 

Factual data developed by the 
study, he added, could be used 
later in passing on President Tru- 
man’s request for stand-by Gov- 
ernment controls as part of the 
administration's ant i-inflatiort 
program. 

The committee acted while Sec- 
retary of Agriculture Brannan was 
telling Congress that the Nation’s 
biggest task now is setting up an 

economic program that will con- 

quer “the evil of boom-and-bust." 
The Secretary said the fate of 
democracy rests on the success of 
the United States in maintaining 
economic stability. 

Will Not Be Witch Hunt. 
“This is not going to be a witch 

hunt.” Senator Maybank told re- 

porters after a closed Banking 
Committee session. “We are not 

trying to jump on anybody. But 

we want to educate the public and 
ourselves on the facts.” 

Senator Maybank noted that 
the general cost of living had 

dropped only slightly recently 
while prices of some farm prod- 
ucts and manufactured good* 
w'ent down one-half and even two- 
thirds. 

“We want to find out why,” he 
added. 

The committee approved a res- 

olution by Senator Maybank call* 

; ing for a "full and complete study 
and Investigation of prices of agri- 

: cultural and other commodities 
with a view to ascertaining the 
causes for unreasonably large 
spreads between prices received 
by farmers, manufacturers and 

j other producers and prices paid 
by ultimate consumers.” 

Must Report by June 30. 

[ | The report must be made to the 
I Senate “at the earliest practicable 

I date but not later than June 30, 
1949.” 

The group asked $20,000 funds 
for the probe, but Senator May- 

-bank said the committee staff can 

start action immediately with 
$10,000 now available. 

He said the Agriculture, Com- 
merce and Justice Departments 
and other Government agencies 

! will be asked to aid in the price 
j study. 
j Senator Maybank pointed par- 
ticularly to skidding farm prices 
for wheat, cotton, milk and other 

products, saying consumer prices 
of bread, butter and other prod- 
ucts remain high. 

“We want to find out what 
causes these big spreads and what 
is wrong with our distribution 
system," he said. 

Cut in Soap Price Cited. 
Senator Robertson. Democrat, 

of Virginia, told reporters the 

hearings alone might force down 
some retail prices. He noted that 
last week, after the committee 
protested low prices paid farmers 

and producers for fats, oil and 
other products used in soap, “that 

the three big soap companies cut 

their prices 6 per cent." 

j Mr. Bvannan made no specific 
recommendations for congressional 
action, but left that task to various 

other Government spokesmen who 

, are scheduled to testify. 
The administration's program, 

he said, is aimed at maintaining 
maximum employment, produc- 
tion and purchasing power. 

Failure to realize this program, 
he said, would fulfill the “Com- 

munist prediction that we shall 
i inevitably fall prey to paralyzing 
depression." 

Before the hearings began. 
Committee Chairman O'Mahoney 
told reporters consumer resistance 

| to high prices “is beginning to 

| show itself" and he believes the 

present economic situation con- 

stitute “a warning that Govern- 
ment should act, instead of drift- 
ing." 

_ 

Dewey Here to Discuss 
Party Future Tonight 

Gov. Dewey of New York, said 
on his arrival here today that he 

will discuss the future of the Re- 

publican Party and wl\at course 

it should follow when he addresses 
a Lincoln Day dinner at the May- 
flower Hotel tonight. 

Gov. Dewey was asked if he 
would say anything about his own 

political future. 

“Oh no. the 1948 Republican 
presidential nominee replied. He 
admitted, however, that "by infer- 
ence" it might be possible to gath- 
er something about his own future 
course. 

Gov. Dewey, who flew here, was 

accompanied by his secretary, 
Paul Lockwood, and his press re- 

lations secretary, James Hagerty, 


