
Dementia Is a Sheer Delight 
In Gotham's French Fable 

By Jay Carmody 
Pram* Editor of The Star 

NEW YORK. 
It cannot be overemphasized that one of the most delightful 

gpots in Manhattan is the Belasco Theater, where "The Madwoman of 
Chaillot” is charming everybody. 

This Alfred de Liagre production of Jean Giraudoux's whimsical 

comedy is more than the best foreign play of the season. It is Just 
about the most imaginative work in the current theater, a deliciously 
flavored comment on our fear- 
some times, and the inspiration 
of a towering performance by 
Martita Hunt in the title role. 

Those who must wait for such 
other more widely advertised hits 
as "Death of A Salesman” and 
• South Pacific” could not ask a 

more ideal waiting room than the 
Belasco. It is a pk.ee not merely 
to be entertained, in the gayest 
sense of the word, but to be en- 

lightened by M. Giraudoux's merry 
notion that a demented old woman 

really has the key to human 
bliss. As original thinking goes, 
what playwright has come up 
with anything so refreshing since 
1939? * * * * 

“The Madwoman of Chaillot” 
is a remarkably same comedy, 
alive with a wit which ranges 
from the wistful to the wicked. 

The impression M. Giraudoux 
leaves is that the pure of heart 
can regain control of their world 
if they will only get smart long 
enough to trick their money-mad, 
war-mongering masters. He does 
not tag these latter as cosmic 
monsters. He sees them rather as 

misguided men, and in the per- 
son of his demented heroine he 
tricks them into extinction. in the 
subsewers of Paris, where he 
leads them on the pretext they 
w ill find oil. 

Not in years has a dramatist's 
imagination coined such a de- 
lightful heroine as M. Girau- 
rioux's madwoman. She is an eld- 
erly Paris gentlewoman, madly 
overdressed in the fashion of the 
early 20th century. She dwells 
in shabby spendor in a room in 
Paris’s sewer system. Life stopped 
for her 30 years ago when her 
lover ran away with a girl of the 
streets. She has made that long 
interval happy, however, collect- 
ing bones for a long dead dog, 
reading nothing but a Paris daily 
published October 6, 1904, looking 
for a feather boa that was lost 
or stolen nine years ago, and in 
being loved by the poor who live 
above her in the Chaillot district. 

She is drawn back into con- 

temporary life one day when she 
hears a group of corporation di- 
rectors and oil prospectors plot- 
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ting to tear down Paris to get 
at the petroleum which they 
think lies below the city. 

Her friends who live on the 
surface of Chaillot confirm her 
suspicion that these are wicked 
men. accountable for war and 
human misery. Unlike her simple, 
sane neighbors, however, her de- 
mented mind refuses to accept 
this condition of human affairs. 
There must be some trick by 
which these men can be led to 
destroy themselves and the count- 
ess sets her mind to finding it. 

To this purpose, she summons 
her court, composed of two equal- 
ly venerable, surely more whacky, 
women friends. One of these mad- 
eyed crones (Estelle Winwood) is 

'devoted to a dog that has been 
dead for many years, the other 

! (Nydia Westman) is an ancient 
virgin who is accompanied ev- 

erywhere by a mob of imaginary 
! devoted admirers. 

When these two give their ap- 
proval, later supported by a third, 
who has waited 30 years for 
Woodrow Wilson outsidg the Paris 
peace conference halls, the war 

mongers are doomed. They are 

invited to a party at the count- 
ess' presumably to be led to 
the center of Paris’s oil deposit, 
out actually to be sent into a 

sewer trap from which there is 
no exit. This is the countess’ 
idea for eliminating greed. And 
the greedy. 

Two completely captivating acts 
are consumed in making this de- 
mentia's most delightful case his- 
tory in the contemporary thea- 
ter. The first is laid in a side- 
walk cafe of Chaillot. Here with 
a sharp sense of character, M. 
Giraudoux Introduces his people, 
the little ones drawn with tender- 
ness, the villians with an acid 
wit flavored with enough of kind- 
ness to keep them comedy crea- 

tures. 
It is in the second act that the 

play becomes a brilliant distilla- 
tion of hilarity. The theater has 
rarely seen anything so funny as 

Miss Hunt's party for her fellow 
madwomen. The effort of the 
hostess to pull her own, and her 

companions', demented minds into 
balance long enough to dispose of 
evil in the world is an unfor- 
gettable triumph of laughter over 

evil. It hits its peak in the trial 
scene in which Chaillot’s rag- 
picker, acting as the defendant 
for the absentee oil promoters, is 
condemned to death in one of the 
theater's most brilliant convic- 
tions. 

Anything funnier is unimagin- 
able. even by the author of “Mad- 
woman of Chaillot.” the most 
imaginative writer around right 
now. * * * * 

The aggregate of acting in the 
play at the Belasco theater is 

surely the season's best bet on 

Broadway. 
Miss Hunt, best known in this 

country for her portrait of the 
demented Miss Haversham in the 
film “Great Expectations,” is the 
ideal collaborator for M. Girau- 
doux’s enchanting fable. Her mad- 
ness is acting made magnificent 
a portrait of lightning change: 
from the demented to the com- 

pletely lucid. Its essence is comic 
and remains so even when it is 
most heavily touched with wist- 
fulness or downright poignance. 

Dominance such as this, how- 
ever. cannot obscure a dozen other 
performances in "The Madwoman 
of Chaillot.” There is perfection, 
no less, in the work of Miss Win- 

wood, Miss Westman and Doris 
Rich as the other unbalanced 
grand dames; in that of John 
Carradine as the philosophic rag- 

picker, Clarence Derwent as the 

corporations president, and of 

Vladimir Sokolof as the old pros- 
pector. Down among the lesser 
people, Leora Dana is charming 
as the wistful waitress and Alan 

[Shayne as the boy who reminds 
the countess of her long lost lover. 

They are wonderful to see. 
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BILL ARMSTRONG, Director 

DANCE STAR—Venita Louise 
is one of the featured dancers 
who will appear on the next 
program of Ballet Soiree, 
which now is entering its 
fourth season here. The re- 
cital is scheduled for May 16 
and 17 at 9:45 p.m. at the 
Cafritz Auditorium of the 
Jewish Community Center, 
Sixteenth and Q streets N.W. 

Where and When 
Current Theater Attractions 

and Time of Showing 
Ambassador—“Flamingo Road’’; 

1:25, 3:30. 5:30. 7:30 and 9:35 p.m. 

Capitol—“Big Jack -: 11:05 a.m., 
1:45. 4:30, 7:10 and 9:55 p.m 
Stage shows: 1:05. 3:45, 6:30 and 
9:10 p.m. 

Columbia — “Little Women”: 
11:40 a.m., 2:10, 4:40. 7:05 and 
9:35 p.m. 

Dupont—"Hamlet"; 2:30 and 
8:30 pan. 

Hippodrome — “The Paradine 
Case”; 3:20, 6:40 and 9:55 p.m 

Keith’s—“Pride of the Yank- 
ees”; 11:35 a.m., 2:05. 4:39, 7:10 
and 9:40 p.m. 

Little — “Monsieur Vincent”; 
11 a.m., 1:05. 3:10, 5:20, 7:30 and 
9:45 p.m. 

Metropolitan—“Song of India”; 
11:25 a.m., 1:25, 3:30, 5:30, 7:35 
and 9:40 pjn. 

National—“Impact”; 11:15 a.m. 
1:15, 3:10. 5:10, 7:10 and 9:10 p.m. 

Palace*-" A Connecticut Yankee 
in King Arthur's Court”; 10:40 
a.m., 12:50, 3, 5:15, 7:25 and 9:40 
p.m. 

Playhouse — “Quartet”: 9:50. 
11:55 a.m., 2. 4:05, 6:15, 8:20 and 
10:25 p.m. 

Pix—“Secrets of a Ballerina”; 
4:05, 7:05 and 10 p.m. 

Trans-Lux—“Portrait of Jen- 
nie”; 10:15 a.m., 12. 1:45. 3:30, 
5:15, 7:05, 8:50, and 10:30 p.m. 

Warner — “Flamingo Road"; 
11:15 a.m.. 1:20. 3:25. 6:30, 7:40 
and 9:45 p.m. 
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Hollywood Diary 
Prison Picture Will Wait for Ginger 
-ly Shetloh Grohom- 

HOLLYWOOD 
If Ginger Rogers will say “yes. 

then Universal-International will 
postpone its all-woman prison 
story. "Tehachapi." until August, 
so Ginger can be the star She lies 
Winters was mentioned for the 
top role, but the studio will settle 
for a stronger name. 

Lana Turner and her husband 
are still leading the life of Riley 
aboard Bob’s yacht, near Nassau 
And the latest new* of Lana is 
that she vftll not return here until 
June and that her first picture will 
be "Running of the Tide.'- Lana 
has not worked in a picture for a 

year and a half. 
Hedy Lamarr is a wise mother 

When her daughter Dee-Dee cried 
for her father so much when she 
was ill recently. Hedy decided that 

I from now on John Loder will have 
their daughter to look after six 
months of each year. Dee-Dee re- 

cently left for Canada to join 
John. Hedy will stop by to see 

both on her way to Europe this 
summer. 

» * * * 

Franchot Tone and Jean Wal- 
lace have a different sort of ar- 

rangement for their two children. 
Franchot has their custody, but 
Jean reserved the right to tuck 

| them into bed every night. 
Shirley Temple Is set to star 

in “Pretty Baby” at Warner Bros 
She wants her husband, John 
Agar, in this one. 

Keenan Wynn described hi? 
four-day honeymoon in Chicago 
to me. It consisted mainly of 
three breakfasts of caviar and 
champagne at 5 p.hi. Two show's, 
and a trip to Marshall Field's to 
buy lingerie for his wife. There 
he was surrounded by hundreds 
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of admiring fans bus says Kee- 
nan they thought 1 was Van 
Johnson 

Loretta Young is sponsoring an 

all-star auction sale, with the 
proceeds going to Loretta 5 fa- 
voriate project, the St Anne s Ma- 
ternity Foundation Loretta visits 
the hospital twice a week bring- 
ing comfort and hope to the un- 
wed mothers, Loretta a fine work 
is the other side of Hollywood that 
does not usually get into the 
newspapers. 

Ann So them * sidekick in 
Death in the Doll House. Kris- 

tine Miller, is back on the job 
after a 10-day siege of measles 

Wallace Beery s last picture 
Big Jack,” Is the first picture that 

I can remember in which Wally 
had an actual death-bed scene 
And he was quite superstitious 
about it. Wally s estate is richer 
by something like »100 000 due 
him under the M-G-M pension 
plan. 

Ruth Roman gives me an idea 
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Richard Basehan a due for one 

of those big build-ups The 
Charles Feldman agency ha* 
bought up ha contract Wait Li 
you see him in "Roaraxvna Mc- 
Coy Ha next U Tension' at 
M-G-M 

Gloria Swanson, incidentally 
a currently using the 36-room 
Los Angeles home owned by Mil- 
lionaire Paul Getty for her pic- 
ture. Sunset Boulevard It was 

build during the First World War. 
but Getty never lived In it In 
the movie the house a supposed 
to represent Gloria s home as a 

fading movie star There a one 
thing wrong Fading movie stars 
do not live in big homes—unless 
you mean the Motion Picture Re- 
lief Home 
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