
LOU COSTELLO demonstrates a harmless practical joke — the gun's a stage prop. Witless pranksters who do the same thing with a real gun are a menace 

PRACTICAL JOKES CAN KILL YOU 
Thoughtless pranks cost hundreds of lives and 

thousands of injuries yearly. Here are the facts 

on a national bad habit that’s getting out of hand 

by Helen Colton 

NED H. DEARBORN, l>resi- 
dent, National Safety foun- 
eil: ”By all means. let's keep 
our traditional American 
sense of humor. But u joke 
should ne>er be misguided 
or dangerous. This article 
will help keep our funny hone 
from getting out of joint.” 

Akkw weeks ago in Quito, Ecuador, a radio 
station presented a dramatization based 

on tire H. G. Wells book, "War of the Worlds.” 
The broadcast, reminiscent of Orson Welles’s 
famous stunt of a few years back, made it 
appear that an invasion of Ecuador by an 

army of monsters from Mars was in progress, 
and called on the men of Quito to prepare for 
battle. 

The excitable audience apparently did just 
that, for when it became known that the 
broadcast was a hoax, listeners mobbed the 
station, wrecking the building. Troops had to 

be called out to quell the riot, and the final 
toll was 20 dead, 15 injured. 

That was the price Quito paid for what was 

actually a huge practical joke. Not all prac- 
tical jokes have such disastrous consequences, 
but all too many of them result in some 

kind of tragedy. 
They're Not Fumy 

Of all the ways man has thought up to 

plague his fellowman. few are as dangerous, 
vicious, thoughtless and cruel as the practical 
joke, the perpetrator of which one victim 

aptly describes as "an individual with no 

heart and two horns.” 
According to the National Safety Council 

and insurance-company statistics, practical 
jokes, far from being funny, are a tragedy 
costing us hundreds of lives, thousands of 
injuries and untold thousands of dollars 
annually in hospital bills and damaged prop- 
erty. The Metropolitan Life Insurance Com- 
pany says many gun accidents start as practi- 
cal jokes, with the joker playfully aiming the 
gun at a companion and threatening to shoot. 

That’s what 16-year-old Ronald Earnest, of 
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