
Supreme Court Ruling 
On Inciting to Riot 
Of Little Help to Police 

Speech Freedom Opinion 
Could Cause Authorities 
To Let Mob Have Sway 

By David Lawrence 
When the Supreme Court of the 

United States divides 5 to 4 on 
w hether a speaker can oe arrested 
for making inflammatory remarks 
that incite to riot, it makes the 
case interesting to all the world 
as an example of how carefully 
the United States aims to preserve 
freedom of speech as guaranteed 
under the Constitution. 

Justice Douglas, in ruling for 
the majority, seems to think that 
what the speaker said in this case 
was within his rights even though 
a mob stirred outside the audi- 
torium and the police were having 
difficulty maintaining order or as- 

suring the safety of those inside 
the meeting. 

Justice Jackson and some of the 
other justices in the minority held, 
on the other hand, that what the 
Illinois Supreme Court had de- 
cided should have been affirmed 
and that the local ordinance was 

violated by the speaker. 
There is no doubt that a fine 

line exists between freedom to 
speak and freedom to incite others 

'to riot. 
Holmes Opinion Recalled. 

The late Justice Holmes, an out- 
standing liberal, once said in an 

opinion that it was not freedom 
of speech for any one to get up 
in a crowded theater and cry 
‘fire." 

Obviously the answer lies in 
what the speaker says and what 
incitement there is in his words. 
In the case under consideration, 
it may well be doubted whether 
those gathered outside the hall 
before the meeting began cared 
very much what would oe said in- 
side. They just didn't want the 
speakers to hold their meeting. 

Freedom of speech has been de- 
fined by Justice Holmes as “free- 
dom for the thought we hate." 
Obviously in this instance the 

people outside the hall hated the 
words of those inside because they 
were uttering thoughts at variance 
with their own. The question then 
was whether a local ordinances 
permitted the police to arrest the’ 
speaker. 

The case turned on a technical-! 
ity. Justice Douglas dug up some 

statements from the record which 
were not advanced by either side 
when the matter was before the 
State courts or when the issue 
was being argued by counsel be- 
fore the Supreme Court. Yet, so 

anxious was the majority of the 
Supreme Court to uphold what 
they believed to be freedom of 
speech that they took the un- 

precedented course of deciding the 
case on the basis of unargued 
material in the trial record. 

Plainly the ruling in the case 

does not give much of a guide in 
future episodes of this kind. It 
will be said that local police will 
be powerless to arrest agitators 
and those who incite to riot. It 
will be said, on the other hand, 
that freedom of speech will have 
been enhanced as a constitutional 
guarantee. 

Question of Fart. 

At what point in a public speech 
does a speaker incite to riot? 
This is, after all. a question of 
fact and it does seem regrettable 
that the courts of Illinois or any 

other State are not deemed com- 

petent to judge whether provoca- 
tion to riot does or does not exist. 
Also it would appear that there 
can be no freedom of speech any- 

way unless order can be secured 
and it is not likely that local 

police will get very far trying to 
save speakers from a mob which 
wants to squelch an agitator. 

There are dangers that police 
will turn aside and let the mob 
have its way and thus fail to af- 
ford proper protection if local 
ordinances are to be construed so 

strictly as to prevent the local 
authorities from calling off meet- 
ings that might disturb the peace 
or bring on violence, especially 
when police reserves are inade- 
quate to cope with the situation. 
Common sense dictates that the 
mere utterances of unpalatable 
thoughts is one thing and the 
hurling of epithets and invectives 
against a class or sect or religious 
group is something else. 

Freedom of speech on the picket 
line of labor disputes has been 
construed to mean that epithets 
may be leveled at those who do 
not go along with the strikers. 
This often leads to physical 
violence. It leads also to wronder- 
ment as to whether the right to 
work isn’t as sacred as the right 
to call somebody names who 
wants to work. 

Justice Douglas’ opinion was 

undoubtedly prompted by the 
highest motives but, as a practical 
solution of the police problems 
arising out of riots and near riots 
in connection with mass meetings, 
it is about as much help as the 

spirit of intolerance w'hich origin- 
ally brought on the dispute at the 
auditorium in question. 
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This Changing World 
Czechs and Poles Fear Soviet Will Use 
Territories as Bait for German People 

By Constantine Brown 
On the eve of the Paris Con- 

ference of Big Four Foreign Min- 
isters there is a good deal of un- 

easiness among two of Russia's 
satellites— Po- 
land and Czech- 
oslovakia. 

Warsaw and 
Prague are ful- 
ly aware their 
bosses in the 
Kremlin intend 
to make a big 
play for unifi- 
cation of Ger- 
many in order 
to draw that 
country into 
the Russian or- 

bit, but more 

as a partner in CmiliiUw •«»» 

the Kremlin s plan* for world 

domination than as a mere satel- 

lite. 
There is also a strong suspicion 

among the Czecly and Poles that 

Russia will use territories taicen 

from Germany after her collapse, 
and now annexed to those two 

satellites, as bait for the German 

people. 
First Indications of Policy. 

The first indications of such a 

policy are already evident in 

Czechoslovakia, where the Prague 
government is now being "urged" 
by Moscow to permit the return 
to their former homes of several 
hundred thousand Sudeten Ger- 

man? who were forcibly expelled 
after V-E day. 

The Czechs know, only too well, 
that Moscow is not taking this 

step—which is tantamount to a 

"must” order—because of humani- 
tarian considerations. They fear 
that it is a preliminary step in 
courting the population, and par- 
ticularly the various politicaJ 
parties, in the Western zones of 
the Reich. 

For several months it has been 
hinted by Soviet spokesmen in the 
Eastern zone of Germany that 
under "certain conditions,” after 
Germany has been unified again. 
Russia would “examine favorably’^ 
the matter of the return to the 
Reich of Eastern German terri- 
tory, including the ancient city of 
Breslau, w'hich was taken away. 

This area was allotted to Poland 
—over American and British ob- 
jections—in return for the cession 

of a large part of Eastern Poland 
to the U. S. S. R. 

Now it appears from certain 

statements made in private by 
the unofficial German Nationalist 
leader, former Ambassador Rudolf 
Nadolny, that the Kremlin "has 
begun to see more clearly and 
realize its error of taking purely 
German territory and placing it 
under alien rule.” He also says 
that the Kremlin is willing to 

repair the mistake, provided the 
'German people show an honest 

(desire to co-operate with the 
U. S. S. R. 

German* Scorn Other*. 

German leaders who favor an 

association with the U. S S. R. in 
the future are not worried about 
becoming satellites like the other 
nations behind the Iron Curtain 
The feeling that the inhabitants 
of Poland, Czechoslovakia, Ro- 
mania, Bulgaria. Hungary. Yugo- 
slavia and Albania are just back- 
ward people, who cannot rule 
themselves and do not deserve a 

better fate, is widespread among 
German politicians, as well as the 
German people themselves. 

The Russians are held in no 

higher regard by the Germans 
than are the satellites Moscow 
rules. But the Germans realize 
that Russia is a military power to 

be reckoned with, and some of 
their political1 men feel that an 

association with that power, which 
has tangible and immediate mili- 
tary strength, might in the long 
run restore the Reich to its past 
power. 

There is still uneasiness among 
the handful of men who now rule 
Russia that the Western powers, 
with their vast industrial capa- 
bilities. might be a more difficult 
nut to crack than they want the 
rest of the world to believe. But 
in co-operation with the Reich all 
obstacles would be removed. 

If the price to be paid for such 
collaboration deprives Czechoslo- 
vakia of the Sudetenland and 
Poland of Silesia and possibly 
Pomerania, it is cheap enough, 
and no opposition is to be expected 
from the puppet governments. 

Familiar 'Economy’ Cry 
Republican Party Certain to Be Loser 
By Leaders’ Stand on Housing Bill 

By Thomas L. Stokes 
In the new regime of a Pres- 

ident who pledges certain reforms, 
the opposition in Congress and 

outside raises the familiar demand 

for "economy 
and for the 
President to be 
"reas enable" 
about reforms. 

Now we find 
it all pro- 
claimed as offi- 
cial doctrine of 
the Republican 
Party in the 
House of Rep- 
resent a t i v e s, 
and Represent- 
ative Martin of 
Massachuset t s. 

Speaker of the Thoms* L. Stokes. 

House in the 80th Republican 
Congress, now Republican floor 
leader. Mr. Martin spoke as 

follows about the housing bill: 

“I am in favor of housing. But 
it is like a lot of other things. 
If you don’t have the money you 
have to do without them for 
another year. I very seriously 
question whether we can embark 
on any new spending ventures 
when the Treasury is warning 
that there is going to be a deficit, 
with the possibility of higher 
taxes, which I believe would cause 

a crash and plunge us into a 

depression. 
“That means we have got to 

forgo some of the things w'e 

would like to do and simply 
haven't got the money to pay for.” j 

Martin “Line” Changed. 
Now Wt’s look squarely at the 

facts—and at Mr. Martin. 
He says he is for housing legis- 

lation—next year, maybe. He 
was not for housing legislation 
last year when business was 

prosperous and profits were'lush. 
The House leadership, which he 

then directed, bottled up the 

housing1 bill in the Rules Com- 
mittee. It already had passed the 
Senate last year, as it had once 

before, and it has in this Con- 

gress. Joe Martin killed it last 

year, and he would like to kill it 

again. Next week he will seek to 

rally his party in the House on 

his new line of defense—"econ- 
omy.” Last year the slogan was 

“socialism.” 
One of the first reforms of the 

Bought & Sold 
Plumbing Supplies 

Pipe, Radiators, Old Furnaces, 
Sinks, Bath Tubs 

JUNK 
CAPITOL JI NK CO. 
2501 Sherman Ave., N.W. 

NO. 0867 

Established 1897 

MILITARY 
CUSTOM TAILORS 

The New 

Regulation 
AIR FORCE 

RLUES 
Shade 84 

NEW STYLE 
Summer Tropi- 
cal Worsted or 

Gabardine— 
Shade 61. 

Wilner’s 
Cor. 14th &H Sts. N.W. 

Democratic leadership in the 
House in the new 81st Congress 
was to make it impossible for the 
Rules Committee to pigeon-hole 
legislation as was done in the last 
Congress with the housing bill. 

Joe Martin is worrying about a 

deficit and a new tax bill. Why? 
Simply because the last Republi- 
can Congress voted a $4,000,000,- 
000 tax reduction over the pro- 
tests and two vetoes by President 
Truman, who pointed out very 
plainly just why taxes should not 
have been cut. 

Big business enemies of the 
housing bill "got theirs" in the 
tax reduction. Veterans and other 
citizens who only want a decent 
place to live did not get housing 
legislation. 

Facts on Housing Bill. 
Now how about the housing bill 

and “economy”? As it passed the 
Senate, and as reported from the 
House Banking Committee, the 
housing bill authorizes contribu- 
tions by the Treasury of $85,000,- 
000 for each of the first three 
years. 1950, 1951 and 1952, with 
gradual increases thereafter. The 
Senate bill would permit an addi- 
tional $55,000,000 at the discretion 
of the President, or a total in each 
of the first three years of $140,- 
000,000, while the House bill would 
permit an additional $80,000,000, 
or a total of $165,000,000, for each 
of the first three years. 

This is to assist slum clearance 
and public housing for low-income 
groups in co-operation with locali- 
ties, which also would contribute. 
This is a minor part of the housing 
legislation, though it has stirred 
up all the controversy. The pri- 
mary objective is to encourage 
private real estate interests. The 

contribution for public housing, 
for something so sorely needed 
today, is but a drop in the bucket 
compared with the tax reduction 
which big private interests got 
from the last Congress. 

Housing legislation will be passed 
this year. That's sure. Only the 

Republican Party will be the loser 
by the attitude of its House leader- 

ship. 
_ 

ADVERTISEMENT. 

THE 

NEWS 

By “REX” ALAN 
Gen. Omar Bradley gave the 

Senate a short course in ad- 
vanced geographv. and wound up 
by telling the 
Senators that 
“America's 
first line of 
defense lies 
in the heart 
of Europe." 
That's a long 
way to go to 

get pushed 
around, but the Generals logic 
is as sound as a prime ripe 
melon.- If you sit in your rocking 
chair and wait for the enemy to 

arrive on your doorstep you're 
going to have your hands as full 
as a new boy at a taffy pull. The 
time to stop a runaway train is 
before it really gets rolling down- 
hill. If an enemy is stopped over 

there, he won't have to be 

stopped over here. That makes 
sense. 

in Prance a man was just 
picked up again for stealing his 
29th car. He said he “just 
wanted to learn to drive. That s 

one way to learn if you don't 
mind cooling off between lessons. 
Cool off tonight after work with 
a delicious Tom Collins. Stop 
in at REX LIQUOR STORE. 
5319 Wisconsin Avenue, on your 
way home and get the things 
you need. Phone: EM. 6363. 

LOUIE —By Harry Hanan 

***** 

Power in 14 Industries 
Truman to Answer Depression Threat 
With Bill for Economic Expansion 

By Doris Flee son 

The Truman administrations 
answer to the threat pf a depres- 
sion, the Economic Expansion Act 
of 1949, will be introduced shortly 
by Senators 
Murray, Mc- 
Grath. Kilgore 
and others. 

It gives the 
President power 
to intervene in 
various ways in 
14 industries 
to expand plant 
capacity and 
increase em- 

ployment. They 
are steel, iron 
ore. freight 
cars, manga- 
nese, chromite. Dftrit 

copper, lead, zinc, bauxite, aiumi- 

num. synthetic liquid fuels, elec- 
tric power, fertilizers and timber. 

The measure contemplates a 

steady growth of industry and ex- 

pansion of job opportunities at the 
rate of a million more jobs a year 
and 3 to 4 per cent more pro- 
duction. No operating powers are 

granted the Government; busi- 
ness only will run the increased 
facilities. 

Forecast in Message. 
f This project was forecast in the 
President's annual message. It 
represents administration convic- 
tion that in vital areas business 
still operates on a theory of 
scarcity and high prices instead of 
full employment, abundant pur- 
chasing power and a high national 
income. 

Multiplying signs of a recession 
have convinced Truman advisers 
that now is a propitious time to 

put it forward. His Economic 
Council has warned the President 
of storm signals. Members of Con- 
gress learn from their mail daily 
that employment and sales are 

slackening. 
For the immediate unemploy- 

ment problem the bill suggests: 
1. The public works adminis- 

trator should get busy on blue- 
prints for public works that can 
be readily begun. 

2. The Government should make 
grants to localities to help them 
do similar planning. 

3. The President should be 
awarded special powers to aid 
faltering industries, such as wide 
latitude in the award of Govern- 
ment contracts and the right to 

lend money to individual workers 
to enable them to shift to other 
localities. 

Methods Proposed. 
Methods proposed in the new 

bill by which the Government can 

force or coax plant expansion in- 

clude: 
1. The President is empowered 

to rehabilitate Government-built 
war plants where he thinks it 
needful. 

2. On Government money 
loaned for plant expansion he 
can grant amortization deductions 
in unprofitable years. 

3. He can construct needed 
plants or equipment, but they 
must then be leased to private 
companies for operation. 

4 Government insurance of 
private loans for plant expansion 
up to 90 per cent of the total 
is provided. 

5. Similar insurance for bank 
loans to small business or direct 
loans to small business are 

authorized; 
The bill also provides that con- 

tinuing studies must be made of 
the extent to which private 
monopoly impedes industrial ex- 

pansion. 
The Economic Expansion Act 

takes up w’here the iKill Employ- 
ment Act left off. The latter rec- 

ognized the Government’s respon- 
sibility for helping to main- 
tain full employment and pur- 
chasing power. It also set up the 
Economic Council and the Con- 
gressional Joint Committee on the 
Economic Report to take the 

pulse of the Nation's economy at 

regular intervals. 
The new measure is designed 

to furnish the medicine for the 
patient, when he seems to be fall- 
ing. Getting the patient to take 
this large dose,. of course, is a 

political undertaking of consider- 
able magnitude. 

Trade Board Reports Sellout 
On Outing Tomorrow 

The Board of Trade today re- 

ported its 53rd annual spring out- 

ing. scheduled for tomorrow at 

Chesapeake Beach, Md.. Is a 

complete sellout.” 
Even the traditional souvenir 

bags are full—the contents rang- 

ing from smelling salts to nail 
clippers. A souvenir bag goes to 

each of the 3,000 persons expected 
to attend. 

High lights of the day will be 
the dinner, served from 11 a m. to 
2:30 p.m.. the outdoor and indoor 
stage shows, music and singing 
and the drawing for prizes. Gen- 
eral Chairman Andrew L. Devlin 
announced. 

__ 

McLemore— 
Would School Men 
For Mamed Life 

Bx Urmry .1/cl.rmtstr 
After gi* .ng the matter a ere*: 

deal c! time and e'en a litUe 
thought I have rnme to the con- 
clusion that no matt should ever. 

vaguely con- 

sider getting 
raarned till he 
has been mar- 
ried lor at 
least 15 years 

Why. if I d 
known a dec- 
ade and a hail 
ago when Jean 
jerked me up 
the cnurch 
aisle what I do 
noa—think cl 
the ner v o u s- 

n e s s, not to 
mention the Me*rv 

deep, dark moods of fretful ness I 

would have saved myself It took 

me a long ume to catch on broth 
eis. but once I did I've been re- 

laxing ever since 

Putting Her Foot Down 
My wife is always going in for 

great decisions and deciding to 

put her foot down Right now 

too. mind you. I m going to put 
my foot down and see that any 
one around here who doesn t hang 
up his clothes will find them right 
where he threw them when he 
wants to wear them next I nt 

going to put my foot down and 
see that certain people will lea in 

to wear shirts with turned col- 

lars and cuffs instead of spend- 
ing all the dog food monev on 

new’ shirts I'm going to put mv 

foot down and see that from 
now on this house Is run on a 

strict budget 
Some days start off in a fauly 

mild vein It's simply an an- 

nouncement that Every one in 

this house is going to start eating 

carrots at least once a day They 
are very, very good for you and 
what in the world are they grown 

for jf people a rent supposed to 
eat them? I just think that it 
isn't fair to ask all the poor little 
rabbits in this country to eat all 
the carrots that are being grown 

After all. the rabbits can t glasc 
their carrots, can they, or shred 
them up in salads?" 

Of course, we have the merry, 

merry days too. The ones that 
start off like this: 

“I certainly can t see any rea- 

son for any couple these days to 

try to save anything. The dollar 
has declined, or something, and I 

Just read an article saying that 
what every one ought to do is 

spend. spend. spend So—-I 
thought I might just zip ground 
to a few of the stores and see 

if they've got anything sort of 
cute and new—one of those plung- 
ing dresses, perhaps—and get rid 
of some of this old money, which 
the article says isn t any good 
anyway.” 

Suit Yourself. 
“If you d like to take me out 

for dinner tonight maybe I eould 
wear my new dress, but I don t 

really care. We've got a lot of 
left-over carrots which I could 
easily warm up for you. Suit 
yourself. I'll be back later, footsie 
wootsie puddin' and pie." 

I still maintain that there ought 
to be some sort of school which 
a man could attend to get him 
somewhat inured to the married 
life which awaits him It just isn t 

fair to spring things like wives 
on a man all of a sudden 

Sorry, have to dash. Jeanie is 
shrieking for me from the back 
yard, which can only mean that 
she's dreamed up another one of 
her crackpot ideas. This time, I 

suppose it's cither that she wants 

to put a bowl over iny head and 
cut my hair at home or that we 

are to start giving vintage cham- 

pagne to the dogs. The odds are 

even. 
<DJitribut*d b* McNnuithf Kynrit- n* inf 
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