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FORMAL: The. Maharaja of Udaipur decked his elephants in gold and silver for his wife's birthday. The new India takes a dim view of such extravagance 
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INDIA 

UNDER BRITISH RULE, there were 562 

semi-independent maharaja states, of w hich 
lltderabad was the biggest. The new India 
and Pakistan are absorbing their territories 

India’s fabled maharajas have come to the end of their 

jewel-studded rope. It’s good-by to racing stables, 
harems and gold-plated limousines — democracy has 

doomed a way of life as incredible as the Arabian Nights 

by T. R. Ybarra 

Back in the days of British control in India, there was a 

certain maharaja who lay on his deathbed, surrounded 
by his 300 wailing wives and concubines. He chose the son of 
one of them his heir, and bequeathed to him the bulk of his 
estate. It included a collection of splendid palaces, a complete 
wardrobe of gem-studded garments and a troop of gorgeously 
caparisoned elephants. But there was an annoying temporary 
shortage of ready money, especially after the extravagant 
funeral and coronation ceremonies. To tide himself over until 
he could squeeze the next crushing regular quota of taxes out 
of his people, the heir hit upon an ingenious device: he sold 
his 300 stepmothers for $3,000 apiece. 

That yam. typical even until a very few years ago of the 
light-hearted despotism of Indian princes, is typical no more. 

These are tough days for maharajas. 
Under the British, many of the wealthiest and most impor- 

tant among them lived in incredible pomp and luxury. They 
exerted life-and-death power, bought and sold their sub- 

jects like slaves. They amassed heaps of priceless jewels. 

But now. with two democratically inclined nations' India 
and Pakistan, supplanting British India, the maharajas 
are in a bad fix. Their formerly semi-independent principal- 
ities are rapidly being absorbed into brand-new provinces. 
Even the Nizam of Hyderabad, reputedly the richest man 

in the world, has now felt the stem hand of twentieth- 
century reform. 

Once the recipient of a reported $50,000,000 yearly, he will 
have to be content henceforth with a mere $9,000,000 income. 
His fellow maharajas will get far les^ 

King-Six* States 

Under Britain, there were in India 562 maharaja-ruled 
states. Hyderabad, as big as England plus Scotland, had 
17,000.000 inhabitants. Others Mysore, Kashmir. Baroda. 
Gwalior — compared in size and population with small Euro- 
pean countries or with American states. After these big 
fellows, the native Indian principalities trailed downward to 
the smallest, no bigger than American farms. Together, they 
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