
Supreme Court Ruling 
Overturns Congress 
Custom and Practice 

By David Lawrence 
If a witness tells a lie before 11 

members of a congressional com- 

mittee. it’s not legally a lie. If 

he tells the same falsehood when 
two more members are present, 
thus making a majority of a con- 

gressional committee of 25. then 
and then only is it really a he. 

This is the strange rule adopted 
by five members of the Supreme 
Court of the United States— 

Justices Murphy. Black. Rutledge. 
Frankfurter and Douglas—thus 
overturning not only the practices 
and customs of Congress in con- 

ducting its business for 150 years 
but establishing a new record for 

usurpation of power. For this 

precedent could mean that the 

Supreme Court arrogates to itself 
the right to tell the House and the 

Senate how they shall conduct 

their parliamentary rules, prac- 
tices and customs. 

The dissenting justices—Jack- 
son, Reed, Burton and Chief Jus- 
tice Vinson—pointed out in a sep- 
arate opinion that the new de- 
cision could conceivably raise 

doubts as to the validity of any 
or all legislation ever passed by 
Congress without a recorded roll 
call. Unless challenged by a mem- 

ber, there is no way of knowing 
whether a quorum was present 
when the vote was taken. 

Means Endless Delay. 
Admittedly there are occasions 

when either or both houses of 
Congress decide that they will not 
call the roll, for to do so would 
mean endless delay, especially 
when there is apparent unanimity 
in the chamber anyway. 

But the 8upreme Court now says 
it is the sole Judge of how Con- 
gress shall make its rules, cus- 

toms and practices. What the 
Supreme Court declares is that 
unless Congress writes out specif- 
ically Just what it means by its 
rules and adheres slavishly to 
those rules, then legislation or 

committee action can be called 
into legal question. 

Plainly Congress is not going 
to submit to any such dictation 
by the Supreme Court of the 
United States. It. too, can make 
rules. Under the Constitution, 
the Congress can set forth exactly 
the rules under which the Su- 
preme Court shall operate. If the 
Supreme Court is starting to in- 
trude into the business of Con- 
gress, it may find Congress getting 
a little bit more explicit, too. as to 
how the Supreme Court and the 
other courts conduct their busi- 
ness. 

Thus, for example, what are 
the rules of the Supreme Court 
about disqualification? As it is 
now, a justice disqualifies or quali- 
fies himself for his own reasons 
to withdraw from or sit in on a 
case. The majority of the court 
do not pass upon that question. 
Should not this, too. be spelled 
out so that the rights of a citizen 
on disqualification of the justices 
may be known to everybody? 

Likewise, the Supreme Cowl of 
the United States has a custom 
of its own that it grants the right 
of review if less than a majority 
of the court wishes to do so. Is it 
not conceivable that Congress may 
Insist that the right to review a 
case shall be vested only in a ma- 
jority of the Supreme Court? 

Issue in Perjury Case. 
The whole issue arose In a case 

involving perjury. The witness in 
question unequivocally denied 
before a congressional committee 
that he was a Communist or that 
he had indorsed, supported or 

participated in Communist pro- 
grams. Xe was indicted for per- 
jury and a jury in a trial court 
found that he did not tell the 
truth. The witness took his case 
to the Court of Appeals, which af- 
firmed the conviction. 

The defendant raised the ques- 
tion that the committee was not a 

“competent tribunal,” as the 
phrase is used in law. The argu- 
ment was that the committee, 
consisting of 25 members, had a 

quorum of 13 at the beginning 
of the afternoon session on Satur- 
day. March 1, 1947, shortly after 
2 o’clock, but that later on in 
the afternoon, when* the testimony 
was given, some of the members 
had left the room. No member 
of the eommittee raised the ques- 
tion about the absence of a quo- 
rum, which is the customary meth- 
od of procedure, and, of course, 
the witness does not have a right 
to raise the “no quorum” issue. 

The Cdhstitution of the United 
States gives each house of Con- 
gress the power to determine what 
are its own rules. Justice Jackson, 
in his dissenting opinion, makes 
the very good point that the mak- 
ing of those rules is not confined 
merely to writing but that there 
are customs and practices which 
are accepted by each house of 
Congress and which amount to the 
same thing as rules. 

Justice Jackson points out that 
not a single prior decision was 

cited by the majority of the Su- 
preme Court in this ease to sup- 
port its conclusions. He adds: 

“The effect is illustrated by not- 
ing that such a rule would make 
possible the invalidation of not 
only this conviction for perjury, 
but the perjury act itself, as well 
as the judicial code which is now 
the source of this court’s authority 
to review the conviction. More- 
over. this rule is in direct con- 
travention of the Constitution, 
which does not require either the 
House or Senate, much less a com- 

mittee, to take a record vote 
except ‘at the desire of one-fifth 
of those present.’ 
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This Changing World 
Fort Knox Gold Use Urged to Stave Off 
Financial and Economic Crisis in Europe 

By Constantin« Brown 
Fort Knox and its billions of 

dollars worth of gold now have 
a particularly strong lure for Eu- 
ropeans, and particularly the 
British, whose 
financial and 
economic crisis 
has reached a 
new aeute 
stage. 

Sir Stafford 
Cripps, Brit- 
ain's economic 
d i c t a t or. has 
warned all con- 
cerned that if 
the pound is 
devalued to its 
'real market 
value — about 
$3.20 at pres- cwtuiim 

ent—he will resign and thus pre- 
cipitate a cabinet crisis. 

Thus, instead of waiting for the 
general election scheduled in the 
summer of 1950, the elections 
might take place this fall, with a 

better than 50-50 chance that the 
Conservatives will be returned to 

| power. 
The administration in Washing- 

ton is following the British situa- 
tion with great concern. Secre- 
tary of Treasury Snyder will leave 
the United States soon for Lon- 
don, where he will pay a "courtesy 
visit" to Sir Stafford. 

•Exchange of Views Planned. 
During the exchange of views 

between the British and American 
financial chiefs the question of 
whether a quantity of gold at Fort 
Knox could be earmarked to sta- 
bilize the British currency will be 
discussed. 

The economic crisis in Britain 
is due principally to the inability 
of its industries to export because 
of the fictitiously high value of 
the pound. With the aid of a 
loan in 1947. amounting to some 

$3,000,000,000, and with the Mar- 
shall Plan support which followed 
later, British Industries started 
producing on a large scale. 

| World markets have shrunk, 
however, to about one-third of 
what they were before World War 
II. If the government’s stringent 
controls on all phases of life in the 
United Kingdom is added to this 
shrinkage of markets and the 
present artificial exchange rat* of 
the pound, it is obvious fhat a 

crisis, leading to a serious stop- 
page of industry, is inevitable. 

Sir Stafford and his lieutenants 
still are convinced, it is said, that 
the situation can be remedied by 
methods other than devaluation 
of the currency. Such methods 
are the exclusive control of some 
market* where relatively stable 
currencies p r e v a i 1—Argentina, 
Spain and possibly some other 
Latin countries—and support of 
the pound from outside sources. 
These outside sources can mean 
only the Fort Knox gold, which 
has not been put into use for for- 
eign countries yet. 

The State Department, which 
controls our military and eco- 

nomic strategy abroad, is believed 
to favor supporting the present 
value of the pourfc because it fears 
the political implications for the 
Marshall Plan and the Atlantic 
Pact in the event that a political 
change is precipitated in Britain 
by the economic crisis before the 
scheduled general election time. 

Little Help in Recession. 
In some high Washington dip- 

lomatic quarters it is believed that 
the Fort Knox gold now should 
be placed in the firing line in the 
battle for the political and eco- 

nomic stabilization of countries 
outside the Iron Curtain. In these 
quarters it is pointed out that it 
would be of little help to us in the 
event of a serious economic reces- 

sion, since our own economy is so 

tightly bound to that of Western 
Europe. 

Moreover, it is added, there will 
be no question of exporting gold to 
any foreign country. The needed 
quantity could be earmarked for 
a foreign account—such as Brit- 
ain’s—and kept in the Fort Knox 
vaults. Such an action, according 
to some officials, would mean little 
to the United States, while it could 
save the economic structure of 
one of the pillars of the Atlantic 
Pact. 

The fact that Congress may have 
something to say about such a 
transaction is the chief deterrent 
to those who would be willing to 
make such a move. But it is pos- 
sible, it is said, that Congress 
might be willing to assist a con- 
servative administration in Brit- 
ain rather than the present Labor 
government, which is bent on 
socialism and on regimenting 
Britain’s life. 

On the Other Hand 
Having Wasted Own Time, Senate 
Would Pass Buck to President 
By Lowell Mellett 

Sixty-some United States Sena- 
tors have just taken a step which 
the sensitive ones among them 
find somewhat humiliating. In a 
way It is a 
.voluntary abdi- 
cation of their 
cons titutional 
power and 
r e s p onsibility. 
They are ask- 
ing — no, de- 
manding — that 
the President 
save them from 
themselves. 

Fearful that 
they maybe 
authorizing the 
executive 
branch of the uw#u n«uett. 

Government to spend too much 
money in the fiscal year begin- 
ning July 1, they propose, by 
Senate resolution, to direct the 
President to slash all the ap- 
propriations 5 to 10 per cent. This 
would apply not only to appro- 
priations already voted, but to 
many billions on which the Senate 
has not yet acted. 

Hard to Believe. 
Old Washington hands find this 

hard to believe, even when con- 
fronted with the signatures of all 
these Senators attached to a pe- 
tition, addressed to the Demo- 
cratic and Republican floor lead- 
ers, asking that the resolution be 
brought up as soon as possible. 
It is something definitely new. 

Always in the past when the Con- 
gress voted a rivers and harbors 
bill appropriation, for example, 
for Catfish Creek, the President 
was expected to spend every cent 
of that appropriation, as soon as 
he could find Catfish Creek on 
the map. 

To appreciate what a 6trange 
thing it is that's happening, try to 
imagine the reaction of Congress 
if the proposed procedure had orig- 
inated with the President. Sup- 
pose he had sent up a message, 
saying. “You boys go ahead and 
appropriate what you think is 
right, but give me leave to chop 
every item 5 or 10 per cent.” Days 
and weeks would have been spent 
protesting against executive usur- 

pation of the legislative function. 

However, here we have it and 
60-some Senators can’t be wrong. 
That is to say, they can't be wrong 
in their major premise, which is 
that at this late date they are un- 
able to vote with any certainty on 

tlje exact amount of money that 
will be needed by the various Gov- 
ernment departments, assuming 
their unwillingness to accept the 
Budget Bureau’s figures. They 
can be terribly wrong in their 
view that a 8-to-10 cut in every 
appropriation bears some relation 
tp real economy. 

Time Wasted Since January. 
The Senators find themselves in 

this fix because of the time that 
haa been wasted since the session 
opened in January—time that 
could have been used to prepare 
themselves to vote intelligently on 

appropriation and other bills. 
This wastage of time was made 
possible, and even certain, by the 
failure, when the opportunity was 
offered, to revise the rules to per- 
mit the curtailment of debate. 
Instead of seizing this opportun- 
ity, the Senate through a coalition 
of Southern members and Repub- 
licans, decided that time was one 

thing on .which it never would 
economize. 

Sit down in the Senate gallery 
most any day and what do you see 
and hear? One Senator address- 
ing two or three other Senators, 
leisurely and at length on some 

subject dear to his heart and, he 
hopes, to the hearts of his folks 
back home. He must feel it is im- 
portant, for he drones on hour 
after hour, unmindful of the fact 
that his supposed listeners are 

reading their mail while awaiting 
their turn to duplicate his per- 
pormance. Occasionally another 
Senator steps inside the door, list- 
ens a moment and departs, per- 
haps for a committee meeting. 

If it is the committee hearing 
Senator Hickenlooper’s examina- 
tion of the Atomic Energy Com- 
mission, in an effort to prove his 
charges against Chairman Lilien- 
thal, the Senator will witness an- 
other example of incredible waste 
of time. It has been going on for 
weeks. 

Of time, the Senate seems to 
have plenty. Of the capacity to 
use it, not much.* 
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CREAMED TUNA 
a la Secretary! 
Try this "no-rftemoon-let- ^ 
down” lunch today... made 
with new and exclusive 

wrs-s/zF 
GtaBeb 7&/M 
Creamed tuna made with this 
famous quality tana is a satis- 

fying food but uet a "heavy"' 
one... gives you the uourish- 
ment you need, with no S 
o’clock fag l 

LOUIE —By Harry Hanan 

Political Trade Realities 
Republicans Deep in New Squabble 
With Squeeze Play Against Scott 
By Doris Fleeson 

Republicans are deep in an- 
other virulent family squabble. At 
bottom it represents still another 
squeeze play against National 
Chairman 
Scott, a Dewey 
choice, by the 
alliance of the 
extreme right 
wing with 
friends of Har- 
old Stassen. 

It serves to 
emphasize sev- 
eral realities 
that the politi- 
cal trade has al- 
ready grasped. 
These are that 

Stassen’s 
bitions re- D#rU r,***#n- 

main boundless, that Gov. Dewey 
has no intention of being shelved 
and that the right wing will fight 
on to make theirs an outright con- 

servative party. 
A Stassen man. Thomas E. 

Coleman of Wisconsin, re-opened 
the door on the family skeletons 

by resigning his position as vice 
chairman of the Republican 
strategy committee, a catch-all 
group designed to co-ordinate 
1950 campaign activities. Cole- 
man blasted Mr. Scott for doing 
nothing as the group’s chairman. 

Turns the Other Cheek. 
Mr. Scott now is turning the 

other cheek by resigning as 

strategy chairman though he will 
stay as a member of the group ] 
In continuing conferences, influ- 
ential Senators and Representa- 
tives are pressuring Arthur Sum- 
merfleld, Michigan national com- 
mitteeman who is friendly to all 
hands, to take the post. 

It does not appear that any- 
thing more than another armed 
truce can result from present hos- 
tilities. Mr. Scott has no inten- 
tion of resigning as national 
chairman: he believes that he 
can count on 18 of the 22 mem- 

bers of the executive committee 
to support him. Only the National 

Committee itself can oust him 
To reports that the rightists are 

trying to get the necessary 16 
signatures from 16 different 
States to call a meeting for that 
purpose, he replies that it's news 
to him. 

Meanwhile the Republican in- 
cumbents who are up in 50 and 
who realize they will be more than 
ever before the targets of intensive 
Democratic fire are beginning to 
get slightly nervous over this con- 
tinued advertising of the party's 
frustrations. All they want from 
the differing factions including 
Chairman Scott is silence and very 
little of that. 

Deplore Farm Plan Attack. 
They have several gripes against 

Mr. Scott beginning with the 
charge that he talks too much- 
period. Specifically they deplore 
his attack at the Salt Lake City 
Voung Republican meeting on the 
Brannan farm plan. Republicans 
in Congress realize they are on the 
defensive with respect to farm 
legislation, that farm support is 
vital to their 1950 hopes and that 
it behooves them to be extremely 
circumspect until they can find 
out which way the cat is jumping. 

They also object violently to 
Mr. Scott's opening the commit- j 
tee's letter files to Collier's Maga-1 
zine for public revelation of the 
complaints that pour into head- 
quarters. Chairman Scott's an- 
swer to this is that he has had! 
more than a hundred letters about 
Collier’s article, all friendly and 
all revealing that Republicans are 

glad they've got a sympathetic 
friend (him) to talk to about party 
affairs. 

Other and more pointed per- 
sonalities are being batted around 
both in and out of the many exec- 

utive huddles where solutions are 

being sought. But possession is 
nine points of the law and Chair- 
man Scott is in possession of the 
headquarters. The Senate and 
House campaign committees have 
already mapped various detours 
around him; they cannot wholly 
foreclose his influence.* 

On the Record 
System of Tax Collections in Italy Drives 

Many American Advisers Frantic 
By Dorothy Thompson 

ROME (By Airmail. Delayed^— 
What makes people in social insti- 
tutions behave the way they do? 
How stubbornly races and civili- 
zati o n s resist 
change, even in 
the midst of 
change! 

Wars and 
rev o 1 u 11 o n ■ 
have shaken 
Europe in the 
last generation; 
Italy, in this 
time, has 
changed freon a 
constituti o n a 1 
monarchy and 
parliament a i y 
democracy to a 

Fascist dicta- 
torship behind a monarchial fa- 
cade. to a parliamentary demo- 
cratic republic. All these changes 
have effected, or been accompan- 
ied by. shifts in the social struc- 
ture. But no Italian government 
ever has been able to force nr per- 
suade corporations or people to 

pay honest income taxes. 
Deceiving the tax collector is an 

ancient and favorite sport. An 
attitude which would shock an 

Englishman, a Swede or a Dutch- 
man—or a German in the years 
when Germany has been a country 
governed by orderly law—does not 
even faintly disturb the conscience 
of the Gree*. the Italian or the 
Frenchman. 

Bargain Over Tax**. 
This drives many Americans, 

especially those connected with 
the administration of tne Marsjiall 
Plan, quite frantic, at times, for a 

proper economic order demands a 

proper taxation system based on 

ability to pay. and so distributed 
as to bear heaviest on idle wealth 
and lightest on production and 
consumption. To be sure, no 

country anywhere has ever de- 
vised an ideal—or even a rational 
—tax system, whether under cap- 
italism or socialism. 

However, to come back to Italy, 
the anwaai visit of the income tax 
collector takes the form of bar- 
gaining In an Oriental basaar. 
The state does not trust the clti- 
sen to return an accurate state- 
ment of his income, or that of his 
business, gross and net. on which 
(»m can be assessed—with pen- 
alties for false returns. It assigns 
each person or corporation their 
tax. largely by guesswork. 

Since the state anticipates that 
the taxee will pare the price. H 
pgM the tax high. The victim 
then proceeds to prove that it is 

outrageous: that the home in 
which he lives was a gift from a 

deceased aunt; that his wife’s Jew- 
els are Inherited: that his ngw 
suits were bought on tick or bor- 
rowed: that he is in debt up to 
his ears—and usually he has 

plausible documents to prove it— 
and that, far from his owing the 

government anything, the govern- 

ment owes his home relief, or his 

firm a subsidy. 
Businesses keep two sets of 

books—at least two! — one for 

themselves and one for the gov- 

ernment. And not infrequently 
one for the ahareholders. There 

Is enormous good will among the 
about-to-be-taxed; firms are quite 
willing to pay their employes less 
than their salaries—on the books 
—and it has even been charged 
that government bureaus some- 

times do the same. 

Heavy Indirect faxes. 
The citizen, of course, pays 

taxes. He pays very heavy taxes. 
But he pays them in largest meas- 

ure Indirectly, on everything that 
he eats, drinks, smokes, wears, or 

otherwise enjoys: and not on one 

process of production but on 

many; they all add to the cost of 
living. 

No leading member of the gov- 
ernment defends the system. The 
Prime Minister, Signor De Gas- 
peri, would like to trust the citizen 
to tell the truth and slap down on 

him hard if he doesn't, thus end- 
ing the friendly collusion that has 
grown up between the collector 
and the victim. 

But there is a iauiuae ana 

longitude of tastes and moral 
values. Britain's austerity pro- 
gram has not been able to abolish 
dog races and football pools: the 
Britain thinks It is immoral to lie 
about his income: the Italian 
thinks any one who doesn't is an 

idiot. The Italian, who at heart 
is an anarchist—not a Fascist or 

a Socialist—thinks it is immoral 
to deny life, or not be grateful to 
the sun for shining, or not to give 
thanks to God when the tax col- 
lector has departed, properly and 
respectably cheated. 

Travel is discouraging to those 
who believe that all human beings 
are basically alike, and who hope 
for a largely uniform “one world.” 
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McLemore— I 
Gives Fish Frv, 
Asks tor Trouble 

By Hrnry McLtmort 
I saw a ftah fry for about SO j 

people a few days **p and while i 
l was tearing into a mullet a 

friend upped me on the shoulder 
and, with a 

grave look on 
hrs fact, said he 
would like to 
warn me of the 
risk 1 was run- 
ning 

Risk-*" ! said, 
puzzled 'Man. 
these fish were 

just caught this 
morning. 
Cou'.dr. t be any 
freshet 

Y o u don't 
understand. he 
said. "You d ***” *»**••« 

belter watch your step You d ! 
oetter cut out all this big enter- j 
taming You're a Democrat, you ; 

know, and if a Democrat get* a j 
reputation as a big entertainer he : 

is liable to find himself appointed i 
American minister to some fqreign 
country And I know you wouidn t 

like that a bit 

Becomes Clear As a Bell. 

My friend helped himseif to ! 

some cole slaw, put an arm around j 
my shoulder and satd, You know 

what happened to Mrs Mesta 

don't you’ So 1 advise you to be | 
careful ** 

With the mention of Mrs Mesta j 
everything became as cieag as a i 

bell to me By golly. 1 was asking j 
for trouble, what with my lavish : 

ftsh fries, wiener roasts, marsh j 
mallow toasts and celebrated Sat- 
urday night peanut and popcorn 
soirees. 

Have to cut 'em out, lest like 
Mrs. MesU I be upped by Presi- 
dent Truman to serve this coun- 

try In a diplomatic post across the 
waters. 

Every one knows about Mrs 
Perle MesU. I guess As Washing- 
ton's most famed hostess since the 
death of Mrs Evalyn Walsh Mc- 
Lean. she gives parties like other 

people give the time of day. 
I have never been to one of 

Mrs. MesU's mobilizations of the 
great, naturally, but I have heard 
tell that at some of them the 
famous were so numerous that 
Cabinet members had to eat at 
second Uble 

Everything On Table. 

As for the food Mrs MesU 
serves—and here again I must 
trust to third and even fourth- 
hand Information—well, they say 

there la everything on the uble, 
including jellied ear lobes of llama 

I understand that there has 
been some criticism of Mrs 
MesUs appointment as Minister 
to Luxembourg, and for the life 
of me I can't undersund It. Food 
Is what most of the world Is cry- 
ing for, and from what I can 

Rather there is always food when 
the Oklahoma lady is around 
Luxembourg can hardly get an- 

gry at us when Its top officials 
are stuffed to the gunwales with 
Mrs. MesU's caviar, llama ear 

lotvs, etc. 
Of course. Mrs. MesU's ap- 

pointment could set a precedent 
which might, In time, prove 
harmful. The Senate might con- 

firm TooU^hor as Ambassador 
to the Court of 8t. James'. Dave 
Chasen as our Ambassador to 
France, and Ernie Byfield as Am- 
bassador-at-Large 

Still worse, they might even 

confirm me as this country’s min- 
ister to Lapland. 

And I don't have a pair of for- 
ma! ear muffs to my name. 
'Di«trlbut«l br M-Wmuht #ynr1!r«t« Inr > 

I C^HERIDAN UPER 
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) SUDDEN SERVICE 
MEATS!! 

1 TOP QUALITY MEATS 

2 TRIMMED—READY TO COOK 

3 WRAPPED IN CELLOPHANE 

4 PACKAGES PLAINLY PRICED 

5 TWO MINUTE CHECKOUT SERVICE- 

TIME US AND SEE 

I READY-TO-EAT 

HAMS 
10to12ib CAC Wk#l# »r 

Avg SAsnk KaIf 

RATH'S BLACKHXWK 

CANNED HAMS 
READY QQC I^UllIb 
TO EAT lb QJ Avg 

PICNIC HAMS *«• 
—i ».. 

LEG O’ UMB ^or ^-Gf 

BACON * 46* 

KEEP A 

KOOL KITCHEN 
WITH THI FOLLOWING ITIMS 

SWANSON'S BONELESS 

TURKEY 
6 OI. 4Ac Mok*» a Fin# 
tin 49 Sa,od 

SOUTH AFRICAN 

LOBSTER 
SH n. OQC 

tin 0V *>•* 

# 

TUXEDO GRATED 

TUNA FISH 
*•>. OCC MM 
can D*,#n 

SWIFT'S 

TURKEY 
A-LA-KIM 

»b CQe *mvi$ 
can gg SIX 

DELIOHTFUL »LIND OF TURRIT. MUSHROOMS. DRUM FtHIRI 
AND PIMINTOIS, DtLICIOUSLY CRIAMID 

FAMILIAR BRAND 

CORNED BEEF 
Hat. QQC 
can gg 

ROAST REEF_ ”-4T* 

BUDGET SAUERS 

KETCHUP "S 10* 
OLIVES *; 23* 
CHERRIES MARASOHHO 

* “ | Q* 

PEACHES . jn*, V 23* 
MiDf wan Mm 
r LA ns) |m matt strut a 9m 

COCKTAIL - JZT,~ *1“ IT* 
MIRACLE WHIP - 32* 
MAYOR RAISE J?S£. -43* 
SPRY -I* 
OKESE «*•**»- - X GR* 

SUDSERS 

HUM 2X39* 
OXYUOL X 29* 

SiperSnis X23* 

VEL X 25‘ 

DREFT X25* 
RIHSO X25* 
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