
Conferees Start Work 
On Housing Bill With 
Quick Action Forecast 

By Chris Mathisen 
The national housing bill—first 

major element of President Tru- 

man's Fair Deal program to win 

approval of both houses of Con- 
gress—was ready for adjustment 
by Senate and House conferees 
today and administration leaders 
said it will be sent to the White 
House quickly. 

The version passed by me Hcuse 
last night on a 228-to-185 roll call 
vote is similar to th6 one the Sen- 
ate approved in April, but there 
are some differences to be resolved 
by the conferees. 

The final vote in the House 
gave the Administration forces a 

chance to cheer, and they did. 
But the bill had been in grave 
clanger earlier in the day after 
Republicans and Southern Demo- 
crats put together 168 votes, as 

against the 165 mustered by the 
bill’s supporters, to knock out the 
entire public fusing program. 

Roll Call Brings Victory. 
That action came ^liile the 

• House was considering the meas- 

sure in committee of the whole— 
an informal procedure in which 
there are no roll call votes. 

When Chairman Spence of the 

Banking Committee, floor man- 

ager for the bill, got a chance 
later, he demanded a roll call on 

this skeletonizing move. More votes 
were turned out on both sides, but 
the public housing backers re- 

ceived a five-vote margin—209 to 
204. 

The final House action was ap- 
proved by Senator Taft, Republi- 
can, of Ohio, chairman of the 
■ ■“ "i 

* House Discovers It 
Passed Bill for Too 
Many Housing Units 

ly the Astociottd Pr*i< 
The House discovered today 

that by mistake it had passed 
a housing bill calling for con- 

struction of 1,050,000 public 
housing units. 

This is just what President 
Truman asked, but the House 
was under the impression it 
had cut the figure to 810,000 
units. 

House Speaker Rayburn 
said a House and Senate con- 

•’ ference will trim it to 810,000. 
The mistake occurred dur- 

ing the parliamentary back- 
ing and filling that preceded 
House passage of the big bill 

yesterday. 

Senate Republican Policy Com- 

mittee. He had supported the 
similar version passed by that 
chamber. 

34 Republicans Back Bill. 
The 193 House Democrats who 

voted for the bill were Joined by 
84 Republicans and one American 
Laborlte. The nays were recorded 
by 131 Republicans and 54 Demo- 
crats. 

The controversial public Bousing 
feature accounts idr the bulk of 
the more than $11,000,000,000 the 
bill would authorise to be provided 
by the Federal Government In 
loans and grants over a 40-year 
period. 

Prior to being knocked out and 
then revived, the public housing 
plan was modified in the House bill 
to conform to the Senate measure. 
President Truman had asked con- 
struction of 1,050,000 publicly-j 
owned dwelling units over a seven-j 
year period. This was changed to 
810,000 units in six years. 

v 

Provisions Are Outlined. 
Local housing authorities would 

build the dwelling projects. The 
Federal Government would con- 

tribute up to $308,000,000 annual-1 
ly to be added to the low rents! 
contemplated in order to pay for 
the projects. 

The slum-clearance feature ol 
the bill—which is separate from1 
the public housing program— | 
would authorize $1,000,000,000 in 
loans and $500,000,000 in grains 
over a five-year period to State \ 
and local slum-clearmg agencies ! 
The State or local authorities 
would have to put up one doilar 
for every two provided by the 
Federal Government in covering 
the net losses of slum-clearance 
projects. 

The legislation also Includes 
loans for farm housing and grants 
for farm dwelling repairs and 
improvements in certain cases. 
The House bill would authorize 
$262,500,000 for thi6 and the Sen- 
ate bill, $275,000,000. 

Men of Both Parties 
Laud Senator Wagner 

•y th» Auociattd Pr«*» 

Vice President Barkley told the 
Senate yesterday it had lost "a 

great public servant" through the 

resignation of Senator Wagner of 
New York. 

Republicans and Democrats 
joined in lauding the Democratic 
Senator who resigned Tuesday be- 
cause of ill health. 

Mr. Barkley recalled he and 
Senator Wagner entered the Sen- 
ate together March 4. 1927, and 
cerved more than 22 years. He ex- 

pressed hope Senator Wagner will 
“find recovery in health he has 
•ought." 

Senator Wagner’s Republican 
colleague, Senator Ives of New 
York, called Senator Wagner a 
“very great American" who sought 
constantly to "improve the lot of 
the ordinary man—the rank and 
file of the people.” 

Tributes came also from Sen- 
ator Thomas. Democrat, of Utah; 
8enator Tobey, Republican, of 
New Hampshire and Majority 
Leader Lucas. 

In Albany Gov. Dewey yesterday 
definitely eliminated himself as a 
prospective candidate to succeed 
Senator Wagner. 

Sv. Dewey said he expected to 
an interim appointment of a 

Senator "in the near future.” 

Movie attendance has dropped 
•fl 30 per cent in Finland in the 
last year. 

HER FATE IS IN THEIR HANDS—Members of the jury in the Judith Coplon espionage trial are shown being escorted to lunch by 
United States marshals. The four women and eight men jurors were locked up overnight after deliberating nearly 12 hours yesterday. 

Defense Attorney Archibald Palmer (right foreground) talks with Federal Judge Albert L. 

Reeves outside the courthouse while waiting for a verdict in the espionage trial of Judith Cop- 
Ion, former Justice Department worker. In the background Miss Coplon looks on while talking 
with Reporter James J. Cullinane of Hie Star. _—Star Staff Photos. 

Coplon 
(Continued From First Page.) 

a foreign power? Now does that 
make It clear?” 

Mr. Norford again arose to say 
he felt the doubts which had led 
him to bring the jury back into 
court had been clarified. Mr. 
Gould, too, nodded his head 
affirmatively. 

The jury returned to Its room 
to resume deliberations, but a half 

| hour later they rapped on the door 
and told deputy marshals they 
were ready to go to sleep. They 
were taken to the Continental 
Hotel shortly before midnight. 

Judge Admonishes Palmer^ 
When Judge Reeves ascenaed 

the bench last night, and before 
the jury entered the courtroom, 
Defehse Attorney Archibald Palm- 
er made another motion for a mis- 
trial. He reiterated his contention 
that newspapers were doing .his 
client an injustice by printing the 
Government’s allegation that she 
“fornicated with Mr. Shapiro.” 

“We have another matter here 
now,” Judge Reeves said. “Now 

you sit down.” 
Mr. Palmer continued shouting 

that a newspaperman who had 
written a story to which he ob- 
jected be called to the stand, but 
Judge Reeves, who has threatened 
to impose a jail sentence on the 
short rotund defense lawyer if he 
is held in contempt again, pointed 
an admonishing finger and Mr. 
Palmer sat down. 

The case had been before the 
jury only briefly when they asked 
for 400 pages of closely typed, 
secret FBI reports on. Soviet 
espionage activities, along with 
Miss Coplon's purse and its con- 

tents at the time of her arrest in 
New York, March 4. 

It was still undecided today if 
the jury will receive the 34 reports 
which she had briefed on data 
slips she took to New York on the 
night she was taken into custody 
with Gubitchev. 

Hinges on Agreement. 
The jurors were under instruc- 

tions to continue deliberations 
without the assistance of the 
doc\unents uiftil opposing counsel 
can agree on whether they should 
see them. Judge Reeves declined 
yesterday to return to the bench to 

help counsel reach an agreement 
on the technicality. 

The judge made his position 
clear at the second conference 
with the lawyers. He was under- 
stood to have said that in Kansas 
City, where he usually presides in 
court, it had been his practice to 
demand that juries return verdicts 
based on fresh recollections of 
evidence without going to docu- 
ments. 

In this case he said tf both sides 
agree that the jury should have 
the full investigative reports, he 
will offer no objection. If either 
side disagrees, he will not order 
the documents sent to the jury 
until he receives a more emphatic 
demand for them. 

Should this occur, the judge was 

expected to call the jury back into 
court to ask members why they 
want the full reports. 

Judge Reeves already had in-1 

s true ted the jury that the data 
slips alone could have injured the 
United States and aided a foreign 
power, if delivered to agents of 
that power. 

There apparently was no contest 
over the jury’s request to see the 
defendant’s pocketbook and its 
contents, including the 34 data 
slips, character sketches of three 
persons, and a memorandum pen- 
ciled by Miss Coplon on a “decoy” 
report “planted” where she could 
see it. 

The former political analyst 
could receive a maximum of 10 
years if convicted on the first 
count charging she removed the 
information with intention of in- 
juring the United States and aid- 
ing a foreign power. 

The second count of the indict- 
ment, charging her with removing 
and concealing confidential infor- 
mation in an unlawful manner or 

contrary to accepted practice, 
carries a maximum sentence of 
three years in prison. 

After the jury took the case at 
11:12 a.m. yesterday, Miss Coplon 
and her attorney, Mr. Palmer, 
faced a battery of motion picture 
and sound recorders backed by a 

score of press photographers. 
Emphasizes Innocence. 

She stood in the center of a 

large group outside the court 
building and repeated patiently 
her story of innocence. 

“I want the world to know I am 

innocent.” Miss Coplon said over 
and over for benefit of late ar- 
rivals among the sound lecording 
men, “and that 1 am a loyal 
American citizen.” 

She had been described by Chief 
Prosecutor John M. Kelley, jr., in 
closing arguments as “a clever 
spy,” who "hated the United 
States” and had done her best to 
“sell out her native land to the 
Soviets.” 

The jury had been out only half 
an hour when a deputy marshal 
was summoned to deliver a mes- 

sage asking for the documents. 
Miss Coplon’s purse and contents, 
and the Canadian "Blue Book” on 
Soviet efforts to obtain atomic 
secrets in that country. 

Mr. Palmer, at whose insistence 
the secret FBI reports had been 
spread on the record over protest 
of the Government, objected to 
delivery of the reports to the jury 
because they had been marked 
with red lines beside certain por- 
tions by Government piosecutors 
earlier in the trial. 

Defense counsel suggested that 
the "famed” FBI laboratories 
might remove the lines, or that 
the Justice Department could pro- 
duce exact and unmarked copies. 

Efforts to remove the ted lines 
at the FBI failed, in the opinion of 
Mr. Palmer, who declared that, 
when the documents were held up 
to the light, the erasures were ap- 
parent. It was argued further 
that carbon copies were “working” 
memorandums on which notations 
had been made. 

The jury asked to see the 

atomic spy report because it con- 
tained a description of the in- 
formation wanted by Soviet es- 

pionage agents seeking recruits on 
this side of the Atlantic. 

Mr. Kelley had told the Jury 
that character sketches written 
by Miss Coplon about three ac- 

quaintances, and later seized in 
her purse, closely paralleled the 
formula described in the book. 
Mr. Kelley had read only two 
pages from the lengthy book, how- 
ever, and only this much of it was 
to be made available to the jury. 
Miss Coplon previously had testi- 
fied she had read part of the spy 
book in the course of her duties 
at the Justice Department. She 
wrote the biographies, she said, as 
fiction material. 

2,100,000 Words of Testimony. 
Most of the 34 FBI documents 

sought by the jury were never 
read in court. Mr. Palmer .read 
some until his voice began to crack 
and an FBI agent droned through 
others for several days at request 
of defense counsel. 

Finally. Mr. Palmer suggested 
that only a few identifying pas- 
sages of each document be read to 
the jury before the report became 
an official part of the record. 

The record of the 10-week trial 
to date has run into more than 
8.400 pages of some 2.100,000 
words. 

Mrs. Taft Off to Ireland 
For Visit With Son 

I While Senator Taft. Republican. 
; of Ohio remains in the Capital to 
| fight for his side of the confro- 
versial labor legislation now be- 
fore the Senate, his wife. Mrs. 
Martha Taft, will fly to Dublin. 

: Ireland, to visit their son, William 
Howard Taft, and family. 

Young 1 aft is now with the Eco- 
nomic Co-operation Administra- 
tion and has a home on the put- 

j skirts of Dublin, where he has 
resided for a year. 

Mrs. Taft will be gone for two 
months. Her return trip will be 
made by ship. 

Before leaving Washington yes- 
terday. Mrs. Taft laughingly said 
that what she had planned as a 
few weeks of relaxation with her 
son's family may not turn out to 
;be so restful. She has received a 
wire from Dublin telling her the 
two Taft grandchildren are due 
for tonsillectomies in the imme- 
diate future. 

(Released br North American 
Newspaper Alliance I 
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Caffery Succeeds Griffis 
As Ambassador to Egypt 

• y tuK«M Pra»> 

President Truman today nom- 

inated Jefferson Caffery as Am- 

bassador to Egypt to succeed 

Stanton Griffis, who is resigning 
Mr. Caffery formerly was Ambas- 
sador to France. 

The White House made public 
correspondence in which the 
President accepted the resignation 
of Mr. Griffis, who attributed his 
action to "continued ill health.” 

The Griffis resignation was 
made effective today. The Presi- 
dent said he was accepting it 
“with very real regret." 

“I am indeed grateful to you 
for the loyal and devoted service 
which you have rendered to the 
Government as chief of mission, 
first in Poland and more recently 
in Egypt.” the President wrote 
Mr. Griffis. 

Coleman Rejects Bid 
To Head G. 0. P. Committee 

ly th# Anoootwd PfMl 

Republicans have asked Thomas 
E. Coleman of Wisconsin to head 
their 23-member Strategy Com- 
mittee—from which he resigned 
Tuesday—but got a qlick turn- 
down. 

As a result, members said Ar- 
thur E. Summerfleld, Michigan 
national committeeman and a 

member of a four-man group 
named to pick an executive vice 
chairman of the Strategy Commit- 
tee, had been urged to take the 
place. 

Mr. Summerfleld. who also has 
been serving as finance chairman 
for his State, was one of those 
chiefly responsible for last year's 
preconvention boom for Senator 
Vandenberg of Michigan as a pos- 
sible presidential candidate. 

Newton 
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(Cessions from the operators, who 
are not doing well financially. 

In a statement accompanying 
notification of the three-day week, 
Mr. Lewis said: 

“Above ground coal supplies 
presently available and the ton- 
nage to be produced under this 
temporary arrangement will avoid 
any possible emergency and fullfll 
all national requirement while the 
wage conferences continue to 
function. The action taken by 
the mine workers should allay any 
apprehensions and will operate 
to rationalize the processes of col- 
lective bargaining In the indus- 
try.” 

At that point. Mr. Lewis Inter- 
jected a sentence intended to quiet 
the fears the coal operators may 
have of prosecution under anti- 
trust laws. 

“This temporary working ar- 

rangement is effected and inde- 
pendent of and not intended to 
affect any of the rights of the 
negotiating parties heretofore 
accrued or accruing under the 
terms of pertinent Federal stat- 
utes,” he stated. “The arrange- 
ment exemplifies the intent of the 
mine workers to make a good- 
faith contribution to the industry 
bargaining conferences and to re- 

move the stresses and strains 
which could cause Industry and 
public irritation." 
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Jersey High Court 
Orders New Trial 
For Trenton Six' 

• * os# 

TRENTON N J June 30—The 

New Jersey Supreme Court today 
unanimously ordered a new trial 

for su Negroes—'The •'Trentor. 
Six"—convicted of slaying an aged 
storekeeper 

The conviction which aroused 
widespread interest throughout 
the nation and a bread was termed 
a •‘Northern ScotUboro case by 
O John Rogge attorney for three 
of the pr isoners 

The men were convicted last 
August 6 of the murder of William 
Horner, 2. a second hand furni- 
ture shop owner They were 

sentenced to the electric chair 
Mr. Rogge, a one-time assistant 

United States attorney, charged 
that evidence was suppressed a: 
the nine-week trial in Merer: 
County Court « 

National Fund Drive. 
The appeal to the State s high- 

est court was spearheaded by the 
Civil Rights Congress a group 
listed by the Government a* rub- 

; versive 
The Supreme Court did not im- 

mediately elaborate on Its de 
cision today for a new trial 

Civil Rights Congress chapter? 
from coast to coast staged fund- 
raising rallies for the men The 
organization said other groups 
who co-operated tn the appeal 
were the American Civil Liberties 
Union, National Lawyers Guild 
and the National Association for 
the Advancement of Colored Peo- 
ple 

The prisoners are Coll is Eng- 
lish. 23; McKinley Forrest 35, 
John McKenzie, 24 Horace Wil- 

lson, 37 Ralph Cooper, 23. and 
James Thorpe. 24. 

Witnesses Differ on Details. 
During the trial It was brought 

iout that Mr. Homer was slain tn 
his shop January 27. 1948. and 
robbed of $35. Witnesses agreed 
the assailants were Negroes, but 

| differed on details, 
j The victims wife testified she 
was knocked unconscious during 

;the robbery-slaying. She ldenU- 
jfted the six Negroes as the slayers 
| The defense contended she had 
'seen only photographs of the men 

Five of the defendants, the 
State said, signed confessions 
These later were repudiated, de- 
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