
Public Interest Suiters 
By Big Business and 
Big Union Pressures 

Statesmen Held Needed 
If Congress Is to Avert 

Rising Crises Over World 

By David Lawrence 
Curious goings-on—all in one 

day—in the national scene. 

Big unionism wields its sceptre 
of monopoly and tells coal miners 

they can work only three days a; 
week—a new kind of work stop- { 
page. 

Big Government says nothing 
and does nothing about this but 

announces it is prosecuting some 

big businesses—Du Pont, General 
Motors, United States Rubber—for 
alleged monopoly. 

Congress wants to do something 
about big unionism—but the ad- 
ministration Democrats say it 
shall not be done. 

The Nation wants economy but 
neither the President nor the Con- 

gress really wants to do anything 
about it—and the last day of the 
fiscal year sees the Government 
with a big deficit and with bigger 
deficits yet to come. 

Related to Big Politics. 

This series of unpleasant con- 

tradictions and paradoxes are 

related to big politics. 
Big money contributions in the 

campaigns prevent objective han- 

dling of legislation. The large 
business interests contribute heav- 

ily to the conservative side and 
the labor unions contribute heavily 
to a radical administration which 
does their bidding. 

Meanwhile, the public interest 
suffers. Enforcement of the law 

Is unequal and legislation is 

sought by pressure groups so as to 

give privileges and immunities to 

one class of citizens at the expense 
of another. 

This is an era of materialism in 

which the battle for materialistic 
advantages transcends every other 

consideration. 
Maybe these clashes and rival- 

ries of interest are inevitable in 

a democracy where so many people 
are indifferent to the ways of gov- 
ernment. Maybe, as so many leg- 
islators themselves have said, the 
people get the kind of Congress 
and Executive that they invite by 
their indifference. 

Sooner or later, however, these 

things have a way of catching up 
and creating embarrassing crises. 

If big business is harassed and 
split up, it will be unable to make 
huge sums of tax money for the 
Treasury of the United States. In- 

dividuals will have to pay billions 

more in taxes. 

If big unions are permitted to 

regulate production, the days of 

fascism are brought nearer. For, 
in the end, big business will want 

the same privilege of limiting pro- 
duction. 

Time for Statesmen to Act. 

If trade unions are not to be re- 

strained and the objective amend- 
ments now proposed to the exist- 

ing labor law’s are not enacted, 
then the Nation will have nearly 
a year more of intensified contro- 

versy and increased antagonism 
between labor and management 
at a time when the w'orld needs 
the constructive influence of the 
American free-enterprise system. 

If the Treasury goes into a pe- 
riod of unbalanced budgets, it 
means that the national debt must 
rise and borrowings must be be- 
gun. Who will buy the billions of 
bonds? What arguments will be 
given the public as pressure to sell 
Savings Bonds is increased and 
the American people begin to 
wonder how high the debt will go 
or what the dollar will be worth 
some day when the securities are 

paid? 
These are momentous days in 

the history of the republic. All 
the world is depending on the 
United States. The Soviets hope 
for America’s economic collapse. 
Europe hopes for a stronger 
America to help in her reconstruc- 
tion. England is in serious trouble 
with a socialized government and 
an economy on the brink of bank- 
ruptcy. 

What a time for power to be in 
the hands of ^nall men, petty 
men, men who care only about 
their personal political fortunes 
and what 1950 will bring them! 
And what a time for statesmen— 
men who are ready to take the 
objective course and serve the 
public interest! What a time once 
more for the courage of the mar- 
tyrs willing to risk everything for 
principle and an unselfish cause! 
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This Changing World 
Chiang Back in Canton to Reorganize 
Chungking Defenses Against Reds 

By Constantine Brown 
Generalissimo Chiang Kai-shek, 

“retired” president of the Chinese 
Nationalist government, arrived 
this-week in Canton, the tempo- 
rary seat of the 
rump govern- 
ment, for an 

import ant 
meeting of the 
e x t r aordinary 
committee of 
the Kuomin- 
tang. 

Chiang is 
still the leader 
of the party 
and as such 
now presides 
over the meet- 
ings which are 

discussing re- con«t»nti« >«»», 

organization of the government 
and measures to be taken to 

strengthen defenses around 
Chungking and Kunming. 

Chiang belatedly is urging the 
Control Yuan to proceed with 
some drastic reorganization meas- 

ures and changes of personnel. 
Dr. Hu Shih, scholarly former am- 

bassador to Washington who has 
been working in New York on a 

new book dealing with Chinese 

political and social conditions in 
the sixth century B. C., is said to 
have been persuaded to accept the 

position of foreign minister in the 
new cabinet. 

Army Command Shifted. 
At the same time a number of 

field marshals and generals who 
have proved themselves venal and 
incompetent are being removed 
from the active list of the army. 
Much younger men, who have 
held subordinate positions, now 

| are being placed in command of 
| the remaining troops, estimated to 
■number 400,000. 

Chiang left Nanking last April 
and went into “voluntary retire- 
ment,” because he had been per- 
suaded that his disappearance 
from the political scene of China 
might facilitate collaboration 
with the Communists and thus 
save Nanking, Shanghai and 
Southern China from Communist 
conquest. 

His retirement was prompted 

also by the realization that ms 

armies were not capable of re- 

sisting the Red avalanche and by 
the desire to show the American 
government that even if the Kuo- 

mintang yielded to all the Com- 
munist demands—which included 
his own removal from office—the 
Reds still would not accept any 
kind of collaboration. 

Chiang proceeded to organize 
Formosa, where the most ener- 

getic members of his administra- 
tion had taken refuge, into a first- 
class defense base. He was helped 
in this task by the fact that Amer- 
ican war materials—amounting to 
some 65 per cent of the $130,- 
000,000 appropriated by Congress 
last summer—began to arrive in 

Formosan ports. 
The war materials left the 

United States last November. It 

was to be shipped to Shanghai, 
Tsingtao and other ports then still 
under Nationalist control. But the 
Communist victories were so rapid 
that the transports had to be di- 
verted to Formosa. 

Pin Hopes on Barriers. 
None of this equipment is being 

sent to the mainland forces, which 
are carrying out an orderly re- 

treat to the impregnable provinces 
of China where Chiang through- 
out World War II resisted all at- 

I tempts of the Japanese to conquer 
him. 

The members of the Control 
Yuan still hope that the United 
States will come to China’s rescue 

—in a moderate manner—when 
they can show that their armies 
can still fight defensively behind 
natural barriers. 

Meanwhile, the supplies received 
in Formosa since last November 
can be used advantageously for 
the time being. The area which 
is contemplated for the nucleus of 
resistance to the Reds is small 
and so well protected by natural 
obstacles that the Nationalists can 

afford to wait until the American 
Government makes up its mind 
what to do. 

The non-Communists in China 
are back where they were between 
1939 and 1945. Since the time 
element is of no consequence to 
them, they feel that nothing is 
lost. 

Motives Not Revealed 
Question Raised as to Byrnes’ Strategy 
In His Attack on Statism Trend 

By Thomas L. Stokes 
When a one-time prominent 

political party leader suddenly 
takes up the cudgels against the 
policy of his own party and 
its President he 
immediately be- 
comes a useful 
exhibit for that 
party's oppo- 
nents or even 
for dissidents 
within his own 

party. He finds 
himself a lion 
again, though 
in a different 
cage. 

It may be an 
innocent ges- 
ture born of 

; sincerity and L- 8t#ke» 

conviction. Or it may not be so 

guileless. If he was a former 
associate and confidant of the 
President — why so much the 
better symbol he is for the Presi- 

: dent’s enemies. 
Franklin D. Roosevelt went 

through such experiences at the 
hand of former associates. 

Harry Truman is now under- 
going one in the frontal assault on 
his policies recently by James F. 
Byrnes of South Carolina, who 
formerly was President Truman’s 
No. 1 cabinet officer as Secretary 
of State and before that quite a 

; figure in the Truman and preced- 
ing Roosevelt regimes as a top 

j war-time adviser, as Supreme 
Court Justice, as Senator. 

Hero in Some Quarters. 
“We are," said Mr. Byrnes, 

“going down the road to statism.” 
For that he has become a hero 

in some quarters. His words were 
called up, for instance, as argu- 
ment against the administration’s 
housing bill during House debate 
week. 

What, if any, political motives 
lie behind Mr. Byrnes crusade are 
not yet revealed. He is a shrewd 
and smart politician, which nat- 

i urally makes him suspect, whether 
■justly or not. One surmise is that 
his purpose may be to try to re- 

suscitate the Southern wing of 
the party. He can give it a more 

respectable voice and front than 
are offered by the outright Dixie- 
crats who recently have oarried 
the fight against the President. 

Southerners always have been 

powerful at national conventions, 
that is. until the last one. and 
they would like to recoup for 1952 
so they can have something to say 
about the presidential nominee. 
Mr. Byrnes would be a very able 
and skillful agent for such a re- 

storative movement. 
Realistic Explanation. 

By some who are either ignor- 
ant of the facts or choose to ig- 
nore them, he is held up as “a 
former New Dealer” to drive home 
the extent of his conversion. Oth- 
ers more realistic explain that he 
wfts never very sympathetic with 
many New Deal aims, but was a 

good soldier and operated success- 

fully for President Roosevelt while 
in the Senate, for which he got 
his reward in a Supreme Court 

appointment, and now that he is 
no longer in a political role can 

speak his real convictions. The 
latter is less complimentary, but 
much nearer the truth as an ob- 
server of those days saw it all. 

The strange thing about the 
current Byrnes performance is 
how what is going on now is any 
more “statism” than what went 
on, with his help, during the 
Roosevelt Administration reform 
era. Virtually every part of Presi- 
dent Truman’s “statism” program 
follows principles of the same or 
similar measures of the New Deal 
era. There is little, If anything, 
really new. 

One may perhaps be excused for 
not taking Jimmy Byrnes too se- 

riously in his latest political en- 
terprise. 
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Buck-Passing Exposed 
Rayburn May Smother Senate’s Demand 
That Truman Order Guts in Spending 
By Doris Fleeson 

Practical Democrats expect 
Speaker Rayburn, who can pro- 
duce a Truman party in most 
crises in the House, to smother 
the Senate's 
demands t h a t j 
President Tru- 
man order cuts 
in Federal 
spending. 

They see the 
President as in 
control of the 
situation both 
as to public re- 
action to the 
Senate's cow- 
ardice and to 
the parliamen- 
tary aspects. 
House Majority o«n. n««.o«. 

Leader McCormack is already 
jeering at congressional abdica- 
tion. Senate Majority Leader 
Lucas is preparing a survey which 
will show how ill some Senators' 
economy demands fit with their 
actual practices. 

Some of the more astute poli- 
ticians believe, however, that the 
President, after giving time for 
full exposure of the congressional 
buck-passing, would be wise to 
seek some economy devices of his 

own to meet the threat of a 

budget deficiency. So far his 
solution is more taxes. 

Show-Me Spirit. 
The White House is still hold- 

ing back its nod to the recession. 
Various Government agencies have 
recognized it, including the Fed- 
eral Reserve Board, which is try- 
ing to force more bank loans into 

private business. But Mr. Truman 
remains true to the show-me spirit 
of his native State though his 
callers have begun increasingly to 

press for public works blueprints 
and other depression palliatives. 

On the hill the problem is pure- 

ly political. Congress has the 
power of the purse as it is fond of 
reminding Presidents. Appro- 
priations committees have in- 
creasingly sought to usurp the 

presidential policy-making func- 
tion by shifting funds to suit 
themselves. But now the Nation’s 
first peacetime deficit stares them 
in the face. 

With some traces of small boy 
shamefacedness. Senators say they 
Just can’t themselves make the 
required spending cuts. Reluc- 
tantly honest, they admit they 
have lived too long with the “I’ll 
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scratch your back and you scratch 
mine” system. 

Instances of how the system 
works are legion. This week ap- 
propriations Senators considered 
a departmental appropriation to 
which the House had added three 
new projects increasing it sub- 
stantially beyond presidential re- 

quests. Seven Senators who have 
signed the economy resolution 
pending in the Senate refused to 
touch any of the three and they 
are still there. 

Call System Moribund. 
In their defense Senators say 

their system of handling appro- 
priations in these days of tremen- 
dous budgets is moribund, that 
they do not have the staff nor 
the information properly to cut 
the seven-pound book handed 
them annually by the Bureau of 
the Budget. 

Administration Senators reply 
they don’t try. They point to 
Senate addition of 500 million 
dollars to the first five regular 
appropriations bills and to the fact 
that the ancient pork barrel. Riv- 
ers and Harbors, went through 
unscathed. 

Senator Lucas’ study will also 
include a careful analysis of just 
how much the President could 
save under the Senate proposal 
in view of fixed charges, defense 
needs, etc. He doubts it will make 
up the anticipated deficit. 

On the spot in the present Im- 
passe is the Finance Committee 
which is implacably conservative. 
It will not produce a tax bill ex- 

cept as a last resort; it is hard, 
however, to imagine Senators 
George, Byrd, Taft and the others 
who man it consenting through 
inaction to unbalanced peacetime 
budgets. 

McLemore— 
Thoughts of Holiday 
Make Him Shudder 

By Henry McLemore 
Once a year and once a year 

only, I question the wisdom of 
John Hancock, Button Gwinnett, 
Thomas Jefferson, Francis Light- 
foot Lee and 
ail the other 
patriots who put 
their names 
on the Decla- 
ration of Inde- 
pendence back 
in 1776. 

The Declara- 
tion rid us of 
the tyranny of 
Great Britain, 
to be sure, but 
at the same 
time it made us 
slaves of a cele- 
bration Which, McL*mor«. 

for pure, unadulterated discom- 
fort, has few if any equals. 

I speak of the Fourth of July. 
This year the discomforts are 

going to be doubly severe because 
the Fourth falls on a Monday. 
That means that most of us will 
have three full days—the equival- 
ent of 72 hours, or 4,320 minutes, 
or 259,200 seconds—in which to 
practice patriotic flagellation. 

Think of Tuesday. 
It makes me shudder to think 

how most of us Americans will 
look and feci when we attempt to 
pick up normal life strain next 
Tuesday. It's a shame that July 
5th isn't Washington's Birthday, 
or New Year's Day, or some other 
holiday so that we could have it 
to recuperate from the "Olorious” 
Fourth. 

Shut your eyes and you can 

picture this Nation on the Fourth. 
Miles, square milts, of fiery 

shoulders. 
Acres, square Acres, of noses, 

legs, arms, forearms and hacks, 
all the color of a brakeman's 
lantern. 

All because of an unwritten law 
that on the Fourth every man, 
woman and child capable of doing 
so must gallop out into the sun 
with as near nothing on but their 
birthday suits as possible, and let 
the heavenly broiler do them to 
a turn. 

Keep your eyes shut and your 
ears open and you can hear the 
moans of those citizens who have 
swallowed buckets of sea water, 
and of those who have plunged 
into lakes so Icy that even the flsh 
who live there wear long under- 
wear the year around, of those 
caught in traffic that moves no- 
where at a speed of zero miles per 
hour. 

Itching and Scratching. 
Picture the itching and scratch- 

ing that will go oft as millions of 
citizens, determined to celebrate 
the Fourth even if It kills them, 
Invade the haunts of the ehigger, 
the mosquito, the black fly, and 
the poison ivy. 

Picture—but shut your ears to 
—the cussing that will lesound 
over this broad land when it it 
discovered that all the ice in the 

I cooler has melted, that the bat- 

tery in the car has run down, that 
the prickly heat powder has been 
left at home, that the fish aren’t 
biting, and that there is a two- 
hour wait on the first tee. 

Keep on picturing. 
Picture the grown-ups who will 

have to shoot of! Roman candles 
for youngsters and place three- 
inch salutes under tin cans and 
light the fuses. There comes a 
time in every man’s life when he 
is afraid to Are a Roman candle 
lest it backfire. 

And. in conclusion, picture all 
the millions who, on the Fourth 
will say to themselves how much 
better it would have been to stay 
in the comfort of their homes 
(Distributed by McNautht Syndicate, Inc.) 
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