
American Flyers Term 
British Base Paradise 
Compared to Okinawa 

By William Stoneman 
Foreign Correspondent of The Star and 

the Chicago Daily News 

SCULTHORPE, Norfolk, Eng- 
land, July 4.—King Lynn may be 
dull and Norwich may be rustic, 
but this flat green piece of Norfolk 
Is just plain paradise to a thousand 
trans-Atlantic visitors who are 

spending the summer here. 
The officers and men of the 98th 

Bombardment Group who fly Su- 
per Ports out of the Sculthorpe 
base love dear old Norfolk mostly 
because their last foreign assign- 
ment was Okinawa. 

A good many of them like it for 
another reason. The last time they 
were over here, they were operat- 
ing Flying Fortresses over Ger- 
many against heavy flak and 
fighter opposition. 

Now they go over and bomb 
Heligoland in their Super Forts 
without ever seeing any opposi- 
tion. 

Finally, they like the local popu- 
lation and they like their mighty 
airdrome, one of the finest they 
have ever seen. 

Two Groups^ in England. 
There are now two groups of 

Super Forts in England, the 98th 
Group at Sculthorpe. and the 
509th Group which is divided be- 
tween Marham and Lakenheath. 
Each group has three squadrons 
of 10 planes each, giving Uncle 
Sam a total of 60 Super Forts on 

duty here. 
Each group remains here for 

three months and the average 
plane and its crew spend about 40 
hours a month In the air. Since 
there are generally three groups 
here, this means that 360 planes 
and crews a year have a chance 
to get acquainted with conditions 
in this part of the world. 

Between the United States Air 
Force and the R.A.F., the island 
of Heligoland, famed outpost of 

the German navy, now looks like 
a bad case of smallpox, and is 
about as useful, except as a bomb- 
ing range. 

When the weather is overcast, 
the Super Forts bomb it by radar, 
and they generally either hit it 
or come somewhere near it. 

Misses Up to 2,795 Feet. 
Records show that bombs 

dropped by the group from above 
25.000 feet in good visibility have 
averaged 788 feet from the target 
point, apd those dropped from 
around 18,000 feet have averaged 
510 feet off center. 

Bombs aimed by radar when the 
target has been obscured have 
averaged 2,795 feet from the tar- 
get when dropped from 25,000 feet 
and 365 feet when dropped from 
lower down. 

Two successive days in a Super 
Fort, averaging seven or eight 
hours a day in the air, are enough 
to wear out a normal human 
being. 

The people who designed the 
Super Fort were not thinking 
about the crew and the plane is 
so jammed with instruments that 
there is barely room for a cat. The 
most elementary facilities are 
absent and there isn’t even an 
electric stove aboard. The stand- 
ard meal on a long flight is a 
couple of candy bars. A can of C- 
ration rates a feast. 

Bomber-Fighter Arguments. 
Rumor has it that the new B-36 

is far more comfortable. Unless 
it is. somebody ought to be shot. 

The bomber-versus-flghter ar- 
gument goes on over here without 
getting anywhere near a con- 
clusion. Probably it never will be 
settled until they pass a law 
against improvements in aircraft 
design. 

A ham battle between Super 
Forts flying at 36.500 feet and 
Britain's flnest jet jobs seemed to 
confirm the contention of the 
bomber boys that they can always 
get through. The jets looked 
hopeless at the altitude. 

The answer to this argument is 
that the Jet fighters are going to 
improve. It is possible that the 
Meteors and the Vampires used 

against the Super Ports were pow- 
ered by De Havilla'nd “Goblins” 
and Rolls Royce “Derwents” in- 
stead of the much more powerful 
De Havilland “Ghost” and Rolls 
Royce “Nene” jet engines. 

Vulnerable to Ack-Ack. 

But the new American B-50 
and the B-36 bombers fly a lot 
faster and higher than the B-29. 

At any rate, bombers will al- 
ways be vulnerable to ack-ack 
with proximity fuses and they 
will be easy pickings for guided 
missiles with heat-seeking noses 
and proximity fuses, directed to 
their target areas by radar. How- 
ever, the Russians, only possible 
opponent in a big war, are prob- 
ably far behind in the radar and 
guided-missile field. 

Another endless argument goes 
on as to whether the British or 

the Americans make the best Jet 
engines. 

It seems to be admitted gen- 
erally that the British had a long 
head-start. It is also admitted 
that they are ahead in the jet- 
and-propeller field, in which the 
Americans have now shown as 

much interest. 
In the field of pure jet engines 

it is commonly understood that 
their engines go longer between 
overhauls than similar American 
Jet engines. This is due to bet- 
ter heat distribution in the Brit- 
ish turbo blades and due, it is 
said, to the greater experience of 
the British in designing jet com- 
bustion chambers. 

At the same time, many Amer- 
icans claim that Uncle Sam’s jet 
engines are equal to those of 
Britain. 

___ 

Australia Expects 
Record Wool Clip 

With demand for wool about 25 
per cent greater than supply and 
recent prices at an all-time high, 
Australian wool growers see this 
as«the greatest moment in the 
history of Australia’s biggest in- 
dustry, Sydney reports. 

If the present market holds, 
they expect the national wool 
check for 1948-49 to top $580,000,- 
000, well above the record for last 
year’s clip. 

Indonesians Declared 
Not Ready to Run Their 
Own Government Yet 

By Nat A. Barrows 
Portign Correspondent of Tht Star and 

tht Chicago Daily News 

BATAVIA. Java. July 4.— 
Underlying the whole pattern of 
Indonesian politics is one factor 
that any objective reporter must 
emphasize again and again: 

The Indonesians are simply not 
ready—now—to run their own 
government. 

President Soekarrio’s independ- 
ence movement has such deep 
roots and such a popular hold 
that nothing can halt it. 

But no matter how sincere the 
nationalist Republicans may be 
in their drive for “merdeka” 
(freedom), it is a matter of ele- 
mental observation that they are 
not prepared to take over immedi- 
ately—as planned—the vast com- 

plicated tasks of governing them- 
selves without a fairly long train- 
ing period. 

No Adequate Preparation. 
I have talked at .length with 

every important Republican in 
Indonesia from Dr. Soekarno him- 
self down to funtionaries at the 
sultan’s palace in the republic’s 
capital of Jogjakarta, and above 
all I must stress the point that 
disturbs and even frightens so 
many people out here in Java. 

Dr. Soekarno’s house is being 
built on beautiful, wonderful 
dreams without adequate prepara- 
tion or available material for 
making it stand against the 
storms, internal as well as exter- 
nal, that surely will beset it. 

This is no partisan criticism 
but a purely factual observation 
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that should long ago have been 
more clearly and fairly evaluated 
by diplomats in Batavia. 

Certainly even the newcomer 
here cannot penetrate under the 
surface without wondering why 
the picture given to the outside 
world is so often distorted and 
falsely emphasized. 

It is true, of course, that In- 
donesian politics is absolutely rid- 
dled with emotion, hatred, frus- 
tration and suspicion. 

But it is obvious to any fair- 
minded visitor that* somewhere 
along the line more than one 
fact relayed through diplomatic 
channels to the outside world has 
been twisted to fit preconceived 
ideas. 

United Nations military ob- 
servers in the field, particularly 
in guerrilla territory, have com- 

plained to me that their reports 
"often have been distorted” be- 
fore they reach Lake Success'. 

Independence definitely is on 
the way in this fabulous Oriental 
country. 

But the Western world must 
face the realistic pattern of facts 
out here. It cannot let policy for 
Indonesia be clouded by distor- 
tions. 

The fact then is that the Re- 
publicans have a long, long way 
to go before they will be ready for 
self-government. 
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ON 

NDEPENDENCE DAY 
WALTHAM DEDICATES 

LIBERTY Series ^ 
c 

... TO THOSE, IN EVERY BRANCH OF GOVERNMENT, WHOSE 
ETERNAL VIGILANCE GUARDS OUR FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS 

AND LIBERTIES. 
% 

On MEMORIAL DAY, 1949 WALTHAM, in 
humble tribute to our American veterans the men 

who fought and died for the preservation of human liber- 

ties dedicated to them its new "National Defense 
Seriesr* ... note the official watch of AM VETS (Ameri- 
can Veterans of World War 11). 

On INDEPENDENCE DAY, 1949 ... on the 173rd 

anniversary of the adoption of the historic Declaration 
which was die cornerstone of American democracy 
WALTHAM is again privileged to make a dedication. 

Today it announces "THE LIBERTY SERIES”, hon- 

oring the many in public life whose devotion 
to the spirit of the four freedoms is deep and 

“Tv self-sacrificing. In a larger sense, “The 

jClr Liberty Series” pays tribute to every individual 
m in government whose honest endeavors are a 

17 contribution to the public good. 

In keeping with the character of those who through 
the yean have exercised the eternal vigilance which is 

the price of liberty, these magnificent new timepieces will 

be an expression of the highest standards of American 

watchmaking. 
Fittingly named THE LEGISLATOR, THE 

JUDICIARY, THE CIVIL SERVANT, and THE 
MUNICIPAL SERVANT, they will exemplify the pre- 
cision craftsmanship, the accuracy, the dependability, by 
which WALTHAM has earned the world’s respect dur- 

ing a century of watchmaking history. 
WALTHAM ... an American institution since 1850 

... a vital element in America’s program of national 
defense ... is proud to dedicate its forthcoming 
LIBERTY SERIES ... to those in public service 

charged with the responsibility for the protection of our 

rights and liberties. 

House & Herrmann’s July 

CLEARANCE 
No Mail or Phono Orders ... Limited Quantities ... All Sales Final 

1 
I 

Modern Lawson Sofa—Reg. $149.95 I 
ii 

A superb, decorator styled sofa ... at a sensational sav- 

ing! Gorgeous, color-rich floral tapestry is beautifully 
tailored and emphasized by the deep, thick fringe. Deep 
innerspring construction plus reversible, spring-filled 
cushions give you real luxury with years of service. 

12x15 Green 

Tone on Tone 

WILTON 
RUG 

Was $109.95 

»29» 

24 Mahogany 
Lyre lack 

SIDE 

CHAIRS 

JPere $14.95 

NOW 

$^.83 
1 Simmons 

SOFA BED 

Was $139.95 

NOW 

$8422 
1 Lana Walnut 

CEDAR 

CHEST 

Was $64.95 

NOW 

$4722 

MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS 
Wm 

1—9x12 Plain tan valvat display Rug, soiled 98.00 
1—Win* Brocatelle Lounge Chair, loot* pil- 

low back. 119.95 
1—Rose tapestry Fanback Chair tC*L OK* 4 .95 

1—Beige tapestry Lounge Chair ......<*-e 79.95 

1— Mahogany two-tier Table ........... 34.95 
2— Solid walnut three-drawer Commodes 49.95 

1—Regency Credenza, mirrored door*, brass 
grill 179.95 

1—Modem Walnut Server. 98.95 

1—Ten-piece Blond Mahogany Dining Room 
—Buffet, China Server Tab!* and Set of 
Chairs. 498.00 

1—Modem Hutch Cabinet Cordovan and 
Blond Mahogany. Sliding Glass Doors.. 219.00 

1—Five-piece Bleached Mahogany Dinette 
Set 149.00 

1—Three-piece Mahogany Bedroom Suite— 
nine-drawer double Dresser, seven-drawer 
Hiboy, full-size bed 595.00 

1—Three-piece Colonial Mahogany Bed- 
room—Dresser, Chest and full-size bed 279.00 

1—Three-piece Modem Walnut Bedroom 
Suite 249.00 

1—Three-piece Primavera-Bedroom Suite— 
large Chest, robe Dresser, full-size Bed 495.00 

1—Two-piece Channel-Back tapestry Living 
Room Suit* 449.00 

1—Duncan Phyf* tapestry Sofa. 179.95 
1—Three-piece Sectional Sofa, boucle cov- 

ering 269.95 
1—Two-piece Kroehler Modem Living Room 

Suite 189.95 
1—Two-piece Kroehler tapestry Living Room 

Suite 289.00 
1—Two-piece French Living Room Suite, 

brocatelle .. 549.95 
12—Odd floor sample Box Springs, more than 

Vt off .. 
1—Wine Sofa Bed... 98 00 
1—Eclipse Studio Couch. 89.95 

1—Gold Broeatele Marquise, Imported 
frame .... 249.56 

1—Marble Top Walnut Commode. 169.95 

1—Mahogany Breakfront, swirl front veneer 349.00 

1—Mahogany Pier Cabinet Marquetry inlay, 
glass shelvas, mirror 249.00 

1—Satinwood Kidney Desk. 179.00 

1—Glider, Innerspring cushions, soiled and 
chipped 89.95 

1—36" Revolving Drum Table, solid Ma- 
hogany^ genuine leather. 229.00 

1—Maple Youth Bed 34.95 

1—Box Spring and Mattress, full or twin size each 

Mahogany or Maple finish Poster Bed, 
full or twin size. 22.45 

7—Famous Eclipse Sleep Chairs, assorted 
coven ....... 59.95 
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Budget Terms Arranged 

tee & Herrmann 
. 7th and Eye Sts. 

SUMMER STORE HOURS, 7th & Eye, 
9 A.M. to 6 P.M. Closed Saturday. 

SILVER SPRING STORE, 9:30 A.M. to 9 P.M. 


