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Holdup Report 
Waited for Clue 
In Sailor's Death 

Robbery of Students 
At Beltsville Probed 
By State Police, FBI 

Montgomery County authorities 

today were awaiting a report from; 
State police on the holdup of two; 
students at Beltsville early yester- 
day in the belief it may be linked 
with the murder of a young sailor 
whose body was found Saturday 
near Rockville. 

Detective Sergt. G. W. Linthi- 
cum said he had sent Detective 
Corpl. Frank Griggs to the State 
police substation at College Park 
to get full details of the robbery 
on the grounds of the Agriculture 
Departments’ Experimental Sta- 
tion. 

The FBI also is investigating 
because the holdup occurred on 
Federal property. 

Hopes to Get Clue. 

Sergt. Linthicum expressed the 
hope the report may provide a 
clue to the identy of the murderers j 
of the apprentice seaman, John J.' 
Little,. 18, of Loretto, Pa. 

At present police are “without! 
a lead" in the case, he asserted.! 
The youth's body was found lying. 
face down beside Eli Alper’s tav- 
ern on Route 240, a mile and a 

half north of Rockville. 
Naval authorities said he left! 

the Naval Auxiliary Air Station 
at Oceana. Va., at 2 p.m. Friday 
to visit his parents, and police be- 
lieve he was murdered after hitch- 
hiking a ride. 

Cafe Employes Questioned. 
Meanwhile, police are contin- 

uing questioning employes in all- 
night eating places in the Wash- 
ington area in the hope of find- 
ing some one who had seen the 
sailor. They also hope to get a 

description of any one seen talk- 
ing to the young seaman. j 

Bloodstains in a car found 
hanging by its rear wheels over 

a seawall of the Potomac River 
near Rock Creek parkway have 
been found to match the sailor's 
blood. Police said the car is 
owned by Hazel Oliver Hawkins, 
40, colored, Rockville truck driver, 
who reported it was stolen Friday i 
night. 

The two students, from Rich- 
mond College, were identified by 
State police as Robert P. Agee, 24. 
and James E. Stoddard, 26, both 
of Richmond, Va. 

Police quoted them as saying 
they had accepted *ji^invitation; 
by two men whom they had mef 
in a Baltimore tavern to spend 
the week end at a cabin in South- 
ern Maryland. 

Help Up at Gunpoint. 
They told police they were 

driven to the experimental sta- 
tion, where they were held up at 
gunpoint. 

Mr. Agee said he lost $7 in cash, 
an $85 wrist watch and his suit- 
case containing two pairs of 
trousers, shirts, socks, shoes, a i 
sports jacket and a raincoat. 

Mr. Stoddard reported the men 
took $19 in cash and a $50 wrist 
watch from his. his suitcase con-1 
taining two suits and a raincoat 
and a brief case with some per- 
sonal papers. 

: State police said one of the 
holdup men was described as 21, 
5 feet 8 inches tall, weighing 145 
pounds, blond with a pug nose. 
The other was described as 26, 
5 feet 7 inches tall, wearing two- 
tone sport shoes and having a 
swarthy complexion. 

New Efforts Due to Renew 
Talks in Carpenter Strike 

Efforts to renew negotiations be- 
tween striking District carpenters 
and the Master Builders' Associa- 

■; tion will be made this week, ac- 
cording to James A. Holden, a 

I; concilator for the United States 
Mediation and Conciliation Serv- 

j ice. 
Mr. Holden said that although 

no break appeared imminent in 
the month-old wage dispute dead- 
lock. “we are always hopeful.” 

The carpenters, who seek a 10- 
eents-an-hour raise, have not met 
with the contractors belonging to 
the MBA in nearly two weeks. 
Government mediators have con- 
ferred often, however, with each 
side in the dispute. 

Mr. Holden said additional joint 
conferences between the builders 
'and the striking laborers' union 

! also would be sought. The labor- 
ers are demanding a 15-cent-an- 
hour raise. 

! Suicide Certificate Issued 
j In Drowning of Man, 72 

A certificate of suicide was is- 
sued today by Coroner A. Ma- 
gruder MacDonald in the drown- 
ing of John C. Collins, 72, in 
the Potomac River yesterday. 

The man, who had no definite 
address, was pulled from the water 
about 6 p.m. at Seventh street 
and Maine avenue S.W. by harbor 
police. He was identified by a 

friend, John McQuade, 509 E 
street N.W. 

Police said Mr. Collins was re- 
leased 10 days ago from Gallinger 
Hospital where he had been taken 
after attempting to commit sui- 
cide by slashing his wrists. 

His floating body was found 
w'-^esterday by a 15-year-old boy. 

All Faiths Are Helping 
Malta Church Rebuild 

The only Greek church on Mal- 
ta, destroyed by bombs in war- 

time, is getting a helping hand 
from Christians of different faiths. 

When the Orthodox Bishop of 
Thyateira started recently to raise 

”**5t20,000 for its restoration, church- 
men of all faiths joined in the 
effort 
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WATER GATE CONCERT SERIES LAUNCHED BEFORE BIG 
CROWD—A crowd of more than 20,000 was present last night at 
the first of the summer series of concerts at the Water Gate by 
the Matinnal Svmnhnnv Orrhpstra with “Howard Mitchell conduct* 

ing. Mr. Mitchell was appearing for the first time as permanent 
conductor of the orchestra. As associate conductor under Hans 

Kindler, he has led many summer concerts in previous years. The 

combination of opening night, the Fourth of July holiday and the 

appearance of Gladys Swarthout, noted Metropolitan Opera star, 
brought out the near-record crowd. 

—Star Staff Photos. 
-------« 

Capital Transit Board 
To Discuss Move to 
Purchase Shares 

Directors of the Capital Transit 
Co. will meet Wednesday to decide 
whether to call a stockholders’ 
meeting to act on a proposal that 
the company acquire its shares 
now held by the North American 
Co. 

E. D. Merrill, president and 
chairman of the board, said, how- 
ever, the meeting Wednesday is 
contingent on obtaining a quorum. 
The proposal that Capital Tran- 
sit acquire the 109,458 shares held 
by North American has been 
pressed by C. Leslie McCrea, 
owner of 400 shares of transit 
stock. 

North American has made a 

contract to sell ■ its shares to a 

group of Florida businessmen for 
$20 a share, or a total of $2,189,- 
160. Mr. McCrea has opposed this 
sale and maintains he has the 
support of 350 Capital Transit 
stockholders owning about 40,000 
shares. 

Mr. McCrea, in a letter to Mr. 
Merrill, said the company could 
buy the stock by selling part of 
the approximately $6,000,000 in 
securities now held by the com- 

pany and charge the purchase 
price to the $2,495,513 of unre- 

stricted earned surplus. 
Assuming the transaction Is 

carried out, Mr. McCrea said in 
his letter: 

’’The cash paid for this stock 
is approximately only the cash 
asset value per share. By this ac- 

quisition the company decreases 
its stock liability by $10,945,000 (it 
is carried at its par value of $100 
a share), at a cost of $2,300,000— 
a profit into surplus of $8,645,800, 
almost unbelieveable.” 

He said also the same number 
of dollars paid in dividends on the 
smaller number of shares out- 
standing would increase the divi- 
dend rate from $2 a share to $3.60. 

County Policeman's Child 
Found Suffocated in Crib 

Donald James Dement, 3-month- 
old son of Montgomery County 
Policeman Dement of Fairland, 
was found suffocated in his crib 
yesterday. 

Police said the mother told 
them she found the child lying 
face down on the mattress about 
half an hour after she had placed 

I him in his crib for an afternoon 
nap. 

The baby was pronounced dead 
by Doctors C. W. Mitchell, Silver 
Spring, and A. Dement Boniphant 
of the Montgomery County Gen- 
eral Hospital staff. 

The body was taken to the 

j Warren E. Pumphrey funeral home 
in Silver Spring. 

VA Official to Receive 
VFW Citizenship Medal 

The Veterans of Foreign Wars 

j Citizenship Medal will be pre- 
I sen ted to Ira W. Riggles, Vet- 
erans’ Administration training 

1 officer for blinded veterans in the 
Washington area, in ceremonies 
tomorrow at the VA office. 

The award, given each year, 

| will be made by Robert F. Sut- 
phin, commander of the District 
department of the VFW, for Mr. 
Riggles’ “continuing, unselfish 
service to blinded veterans here 
for more than four years.” 

Miss Swarthout, guest soloist, receives a bouquet of roses in 

her dressing room before the Water Gate concert. Presenting the 
flowers is a young admirer, Tolise Gathings, daughter of Repre- 
sentative and Mrs. E. C. Gathings of Arkansas._ 

Water Gate means watermelon as well as music for this pair 
of music lovers from Arlington, Va., who were part of the canoe 

audience last night. They are Miss Frankie Drane, 1558 North 
Seventeenth street, and Eddy Kincer, 1800 North Thirteenth street. 

20,000 Hear Miss Swarthout Open Water Gate Series 
By Alice Eversman 

The National Symphony Or- 

chestra played its first concert of 

the summer season at the Water 

Gate last night. It was a tre- 

mendous success. It sttrted when 

the new permanent conductor, 
Howard Mitchell, came on the 

stage and the orchestra rose to 

honor him while the audience ap- 

plauded loudly and long. It con- 

tinued with a happy reception of 

each programmed number and 

climaxed with the singing of the 

soloist, Gladys Swarthout, who 

added encore after encore at the 

end of her final appearance. That 
the concert was a success was the 
consensus of the more than 20,000 
people who filled the seating space 
and occupied whatever seeing or 

hearing point, they could find. 
It was an ideal night for the 

outdoor event with the sky a 

serene canopy overhead which a 

tranquil looking moon illumined. 
A slight breeze came and went, 
occasionally lifting the oppressive 
heat for a few moments. The 
river bore its customary pictur- 
esque craft with one noisy new- 
comer sputtering its way through 
one of Miss Swarthout’s most 
telling numbers. The planes flew 
their course directly over the site 
but were polite enough to muzzle 
their motors a bit. All of this 

Constitutes the charm of the 
Water Gate yet something more 
was there last night. It wjas the 
feeling of good will that per- 
meated the crowd. 

.Mr. Mitchell repaid the audi- 
ence in the manner in which he 
presented the program. Its de- 
sign fell into two parts, serious 
music in the first half and livelier 
music after the intermission. Both 
the Beethoven “Egmont” Overture 
and the Hanson “Symphony No. 2” 

/• 

had an ample ebb and flow of color 
with dramatic moments giving the 

proper high lights. 
The “symphony,’* not played 

here in many years, which the 
composer himself styled “roman- 
tic,” finds this expression fully in 
the melody of the second move- 

ment, taken up in turns by various 
sections of the orchestra, and the 
lyrical theme of the first move- 

ment. Yet through it runs a seek- 
ing motif, soulful and nostalgic 
with a tinge of the composer's 
Nordic heritage in it. Perhaps 
some of the fine work that 
went into the interpretation of 
the “Symphony” was of too mina- 
ture character to register strongly 
yet this may be due to the adjust- 
ments necessary when a group 
first come together again for en- 

semble playing. 
Miss Swarthout, the most origi- 

nal of concert singers in choosing 
a program, selected as her major 
offering the original version of the 
aria, “Unaoce poco fa” from Ros- 
sini’s “The Barber of Seville.” 
Her first number was changed 

I Star Movies [ 
Community movies, sponsored 

by The Star, the Recreation De- 

partment and the Film Center, 
are scheduled for 9 o’clock tonight. 
Programs of comedy, sports, car- 

toons and music will be shown 
at the following playgrounds and 

recreation centers: 
Takoma. Fourth and Van Buren streets 

N W 
Palisades, Dana and Sherrier streets 

N W 
Georgetown. Thirty-fourth and Volta 

streets N.W. 
_ 

Chevy Chase. Forty-first and Livingston 
streets N.W. _ 

Langdon. Eighteenth and Franklin 
streets N.E. 

__ 

Parkview, Warder and Otis streets N.W. 
Francis, Twenty-fourth and N streets 

N.W. 
Langston. 2210 H street N.E. 
Barry Farms. 1230 Sumner road S.E. 
Camp Simms. Camp Simms drive S.S. 

rr 

from the well-known “Che faro 
senza Euridice” from Gluck's “Or- 
feo et Euridice” to “Dido's La- 
ment” from Purcell’s “Dido and 
Aeneas.” The full, vibrant and in- 
dividual quality of her superb 
voice shone at its best in this lovely 
work. The Rossini aria, interest- 

ing in this form, seemed nonethe- 
less heavy and cumbersome since 
one is accustomed to it in the 

agile performance of coloraturar. 

Its range, however, brought out 

the luscious low l tones in Miss 

Swarthout's voice which last night 
were close to a contralto's in 

depth and color. This was again 
apparent in “Bali-H’ai” from 

Rodgers’ “South Pacific” which 
was sung together with “Some 
Enchanted Evening” from the 
same Broadway hit, and the gay 
“Tu n’es pas beau” from Offen- 
bach’s “La Perichole.” The Met- 
ropolitan Opera star is a greatly 
gifted artist and everything she 
sings gives artistic satisfaction. 
Yet very important also is her 
understanding of the public and 
her desire to give it pleasure. The 
inclusion of the two Rodgers ex- 

cerpts, heard here in concert pos- 
sibly for the first time, and the 
many encores filling the audi- 
ence's unabating demand, proved it. 

The orchestra swung into its 
accustomed stride in the last 
numbers assigned it. The “March” 
from Tschaikowsky’s “Symphony 
No. 6” was spirited and clear-cut 
and equally well defined was Wal- 
ton's delightful “Facade.” This 
diverting music is full of spirit 
and just enough of nonsense to 
make the five divisions played 
lively and charming. The pro- 
gram concluded with*the waltz 
from Rodgers’ “Carousel.” 

All musical tastes were satis- 
fied in the most dignified way 
by the selections and the per- 
formance which won an ovation 

for the conductor. Considerable 
interest was added by the voice 
of the announcer being heard 
during the broadcast of the last 
portion of the concert. It achieved 
that long sought joining together 
of the seen and unseen listeners 
of Washington and their own 

National Symphony. 

Dr. Karris, Wife fo Sail 
For Europe Saturday 

The Rev. Dr. Frederick Brown 
Harris, chaplain of the Senate 
and pastor of the Foundry Meth- 
odist Church, was given a formal 
farewell yesterday by his congre- 
gation. He and his wife will 
leave Saturday for a 10-week 
European tour. 

Dr. Harris will spend the first 

part of his trip in London and 
later make an extensive tour of 
the Continent, studying religious, 
political and economic conditions. 

Ambassador J. O. Makin of 

Australia, a member of the offi- 
cial board of the church, spoke 
at the services, as 900 of the 

pastorate said good-by to_ their 

religious leader._ 

lanham Woman, 67, Dies 
While Wading at Beach 

Mrs. Nellie Ainge, 67, of Lan- 

ham, Md., died of a heart attack 
yesterday while wading at Beverly 
Beach. 

Mrs. Ainge was pulled from 
shallow water by a life guard who 
saw her collapse a short distance 
from shore. She was pronounced 
dead a short time later by Dr. 
John Claffy, Anne Arundel County 
medical examiner, who said he 
would issue a certificate of death 
by natural causes. 

Police said her only relative was 

a daughter living in New Jersey. 

Grand Jury to Get 
Rent Shooting Case; 
Tenant Improving^* 

William R. Macllrath, 6*. Was 
ordered held for the grand jury 
today in a rent dispute Saturday 
in which Joseph M. Sosa, 35, 
his tenant, was seriously wounded. 

Casualty Hospital officials said 
that while his condition is still 
serious, Mr. Sosa has been taken 
off the critical list. 

Mr. Sosa, a Government Serv- 
ices, Inc., truck driver, was shot 
in the chest while he was moving 
out of his flat in the 400 block 
of H street S.W. Treated for 
head bruises in the fight were 
his wife, Mary Sosa. 28. and his 
sister-in-law, Mrs. Sarah Jane 
Hawkins. 29. of the 3900 block of 
Burns place S.E. 

Pleads Not Guilty. 
Macllrath waived a hearing be- 

fore Judge Thomas D. Quinn in 
Municipal Court today and plead- 
ed not guilty to a charge of 
assault with intent to kill. Judge 
Quinn set bond at $5,000. 

Assistant United States Attor- 
ney Robert Scott told the court 
two additional charges of assault 
with a deadly weapon will be pre- 
sented directly to the grand jury 
against the landlord. 

Detective Sergt. John L. Sulli- 
van of the homicide squad said 
Macllrath had admitted firing a 

.44-caliber revolver at Mr. Sosa 
and fighting with the women in 
the dispute. The landlord had 
complained earlier to police that 
the departing tenants had not 
paid their rent, but was told it 
was a civil matter. 

Injured Women Appear. 
Both Mrs. Sosa and Mrs. Haw- 

kins wore head bandages when 
they appeared in court today. 

Macllrath’s left hand was 
bandaged when he came before 
the court. Police who arrived on 
the scene of the shooting said his 
hand was injured and showed 
evidence of powder burns. 

Hiker Starts 312-Mile Trip 
To Raise Funds for Church 

A 33-year-old North Carolina 
mill worker today started on a 

312-mile walk from here to High 
Point, N. C., to raise funds for the 
High Point 
Church of God. 

John H. Fin- 
ger of High 
Point, an ama- 
teur walking 
race veteran, 
left the south 
end of the 
Four t e e n t h 
Street Bridge 
pulling a min- 
iature covered 
wagon. For the 
next two weeks 
(his vacation) 
he will journey Mr- Finfer- 

the road to High Point, seeking 
donations to. a $30,000 church 
building fund. Mr. Finger said he 
raised $1,000 for a polio cam- 

paign in a 25-mile walk between 
Greensboro, N. C., and High Point. 

Mr. Finger started out in old 
clothes and a pair of brown-and- 
white sport shoes. He is carrying 
two other pairs of shoes. During 
his 312-mile walk he will be fol- 
lowed by two friends in a truck, 
who will help solicit and prepare 
camp after each 10-hour walking 
day. 

Accidents Kill 
10 in Maryland 
And Virginia 

No Fatalities Listed 
For Nearby Area Over 
Holiday Week End 

Fourth of July week end acci- 

dents have taken the lives of 10 
i 
persons in Maryland and Vir- 

ginia. none in the immediate vi- 

cinity of Washington. 
Six of the victims were in Vir- 

ginia, the Associated Press re- 

ported. They were listed as fol- 

lows : 
Mrs. Inez Beatrice Bennett, 41, 

of Richmond. 
David R. Stokes, 26, bf South 

Hill. 
Raymond Hazelwood. 22. of 

Diascund, in James City County. 
I William E. Pogue, 19, of Gads- 
den, Ala. 

George Washington Fields, 46, 
of Dolphin, Va. 

Ernest McKinley Summers, 36, 
ot Baltimore. 

The Maryland victims were: 

Ray Edward Brown, 33, of West- 
minster. 

Alvin Brinsfleld of Seaford, Del. 
Mrs. Lily Lewis, 43, of Bel Air. 

George Flowers, 40, of Jersey 
City, N. J. 

Killed Near Pulaski. 
Mr. Pogue was killed yesterday 

afternoon when the automobile 
he was driving was in a non- 
collision accident on Route 11, 
five miles west of Pulaski. 

Mr. Fields died yesterday in a 
Roanoke Rapids. (N. C.) hospital. 
He had been run over by a truck 
on Route 606, five miles east of 
Lawrenceville, Va., Saturday 
night. 

Mr. Summers died Saturday 
in a Charlottesville hospital of in- 
juries received several hours ear- 
lier in a collision on Route 29, 
a mile north of Ruckersville. 

Mrs. Bennett was killed Satur- 
day morning. She was struck by 
an automoblie near stop 29 on the 
Petersburg pike south of Rich- 
mond. 

Mr. Stokes died Saturday after- 
noon in a Richmond hospital. Ha 
had been in a motorcycle accident 
about 10 hours earlier. 

Mr. Hazelwood was killed in a 
non-collision accident Saturday 
night on Route 610, five miles 
south of Toano, in James City 

ihes Into Tree. 

Mr. Brown died in a Baltimore 
hospital of a fractured skull suf- 
fered when his car left Route 140 
at Sandymriunt and smashed into 
a tree yesterday. 

Mr. Brinsfleld was injured 
fatally early yesterday when a 
car driven by his brother. Harold, 
struck a telephone pole near 
Webb’s Corners on the Eastern 
Shore. The brother was expected 
to recover. 

Mrs. Lewis died a few hours 
after her husband’s car struck a 
parked truck on Bel Air road near 

Kingsville Saturday. Four others 
were hurt. 

When his car went out of cqn- 
trol on Route 1 near Baltimore 
Saturday and hit a telephone 
pole. Mr. Flowers w;as killed in- 
stantly. Two of the six other 
persons in the car were injured. 

Plane Crash Kills 
Frederick Farmer 

A Frederick (Md.) dairy farmer 
was killed and his passenger in- 
jured yesterday when their light 
plane crashed from low altitude 
near Lovettsville, Va., about 50 
miles northwest of Washington. 

The pilot was Dorsey King, 40. 
He died almost instantly. 

His passenger, William Besseley. 
also of Frederick, was taken to 
the Loundoun County Hospital in 
Leesburg with both legs broken. 

Loundoun County Sheriff S. P. 
Alexander said he was told the 
plane buzzed the Cooper farm 
near Lovettsville several times 
shortly before noon, the Asso- 
ciated Press reported, and ap- 
parently was unable to pick up 
altitude. 

An unidentified airplane was 

abandoned at Frederick, Md.. 
after an emergency landing from 
which the pilot walked away suf- 
fering only head cuts. He did not 
identify himself immediately, 
police said, and left the fuel-less , 

light plane in the field. It was 
slightly damaged. 

Frederick police said the plane 
had been rented from a Baltimore 
field. 

Named Acting Chaplain 
Dr. Jacob S. Payton, Washing- 

ton correspondent of the Christian 
Advocate, will serve as acting 
chaplain of the House during July 
and August while Dr. James Shera 
Montgomery, regular chaplain, is 
on vacation. 

Rodent Believed 
Extinct a Century 
Found in Haiti 
Discovery of a rodent thought 

to be extinct for a century was 

announced yesterday by the Smith- 
sonian Institute. 

The animal is the Haitian hutia, 
a ratlike relative of the guinea 
pig and porcupine. 

It was last collected and de- 
scribed in 1830 by the French nat- 
uralist Curier 

A specimen was killed recently 
by Anthony Curtiss of Port-au- 
Prince and sent to the institution. 
Mr. Curtiss wrote that the animal 
“is well known to the country peo- 
ple of the region, who have dog* 
trained to catch it.” 
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