
Passion Seen Growing 
For Concentration of 
Government Power 

'Unification' Declared 
Possible in Several 
Federal Departments 

Hy David Lawrtnce 
The passion for bigness in Gov- 

ernment and concentration of 
power in the hands of a few 

persons is growing. 
Jhe idea of unifying the three 

armed services under a Secretary 
of Uefense now has been Indorsed 
in principle by both houses of 
Congress. It means that, so far 

a* the President of the United 
States is concerned, he will have 

direct contact on military matters 
whh only one secretary instead of 

three secretaries. 
The logic or this step—n it s 

really logic—would seem to call 

for an examination of the other 

departments of the Government 
to see whether “unification” can- 

not be introduced there in much 
the same way. The question will 
be asked: Why not consolidate 
the Departments of Commerce, of 
Labor, of the Interior and of Agri- 
culture under the head of “Civil- 
ian Business Establishment,” with 
a secretary, of course, at the head 
of each former department, but 
with one man to act as chairman 
of all four and to serve as the 
principal adviser to the President 
on these matters? 

Some Names Obsolete. 
Some of the names of the Gov- 

ernment departments are obsolete, 
anyway. Few people understand 
just why there should be an In- 
terior Department, as there is 
certainly nothing about that de- 
partment which justifies that des- 
ignation, inasmuch as the De- 
partments of Labor, Commerce 

aqd Agriculture also deal prima- 
rily with internal or interior 
a ‘s. 

en there is the Justice De- 
partment which, of course, has 
long outlived its name. Many 
people who are harassed by that 

department would prefer to call 
it the “Department of Injustice,” 
anyway. The title of “Depart- 
ment of Law Enforcement” would 
probably be more satisfactory for 
all concerned. 

The name "Department of the 
Treasury” has long ceased to de- 
scribe what goes on in that de- 
partment. The Treasury does not 
hquse the money of the Govern- 
ment, as virtually all of this is 
deposited in banks throughout the 
country or is buried at Fort Knox 
in Kentucky. 

Most governments in the world 
nowadays use the title “Depart- 
ment of Finance,” which more 

accurately describes the present 
factions of the Treasury Depart- 
ment. But here, too. tljere is'a 
question that might be asked 
attbut '“unification.” Why should 
thkre fce so many financial agen- 
cies scattered around the Govern- 
ment? Thus, there is the Recon- 
struction Finance Corp., the Hous- 
ing and. Home Finance Agency, 
the Federal Reserve Systepi, the 
Export-Import Bank and a host 
of other .financial agencies which 
really haye no reason for separate 
existence if specialized organiza- 
tions like the Army, the Navy and 
thb Air Force are to be consoli- 
dated in one department. 

There is really no need either 
for a separate department tt> be 
known as the Post Office Depart- 
ment, because the letter-carrying 
function is really a business b/ 
itself and could be put in with the 
“civilian business establishment.” 

Remedy for Executives. 

Hiere are, of course, executives 
in these various departments, 
particularly the cabinet officers, 
who would not like such a setup, 
but there is a remedy for that. 
Prom all parts of the country 
have come suggestions that what 
is Heeded in order to achieve “uni- 
fication” is to “knock heads to- 
gether.” Secretary Johnson goes 
a sfep farther. He thinks that 
wft|i» the heads of the armed serv- 

ice^, meet at some swanky hotel 
over a week end and play golf 
and relax, that’s the way to get 
“unification.” There are doubt- 
less cabinet officers who would 
like to do the same thing at Gov- 
ernment expense. So, if it is as 

sip^jle as all that, “unification” 
might really be achieved in a 

short time by a few week-end 
parties. 

“Unification” could perhaps be 
carried too far. There are some 

people who might begin to look 
askance at the fact that there 
are two houses of the national 
legislature, where there might 
Just as well be only one. In fact, 
in’ some parts of the world they 
dispense altogether with the na- 

tional legislature and merely have 
one man at the head of the whole 
government. Hitler combined the 

ar/ny, navy and air force and put 
them all under Goering. He also 
“unified” bis national legislature. 
As a blueprint of efficiency, it 
could satisfy the passion for “uni- 
fication,” but it would take all 
the joy out of Washington life. 
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This Changing World 
Congress Cold on Arms Fund for Europe 
To Implement Atlantic Pact 

By Constantin9 Brown 
Unless there Is a major crisis in 

Europe, involving a definite Soviet 
aggression, the proposal to imple- 
ment the Atlantic Pact by sending 
arms te West- 
ern Europe will 
not receive a 

friendly recep- 
tion in Con- 
gress. 

This is the 
consensus of 
thftse who have 
had their fin- 
gers on the 
pulse of Con- 
gress in recent 
weeks. Even 
the leaders of 
the fight for 

c#rilUntln, Br#„. 
ratification of 
the pact are not enthusiastic for 
such appropriations at this time, 
particularly since our own de- 
fense has been cut by more than 
a billion dollars and may be 
further curtailed. 

Last year, when me dangers to 

our security were as great as they 
are today, the economy-minded 
80th Congress approved more than 

$15,000,000,000 for' the armed 
forces. In this figure were funds 
to start building the Air Force to 
70 groups, a figure which was con- 

sidered the minimum for national 
defense. 

Far East Little Heeded. 

Since last year Russia has 

quieted her saber-rattling in 

Europe. But our own strategic 
position has deteriorated. In the 
summer of 1948 there was some 

hope that the Communists in 

China might be stopped north of 
the Yangtze. But now they con- 

trol two-thirds of China and some 

of their columns are moving for- 
ward toward Canton while others 
are driving into Northwestern 
China. The aim is to put all of 
China behind the Iron Curtain. 

Our political strategists seem to 
think that this country’s security 
can be threatened only from 
Europe and they are paying only 
casual attention to what is going 
on in the Far East. Although the 
Far East now is under far more 

direct menace than is Europe, the 
accent still is placed on events 
across the Atlantic. 

Thus, because there is a feeling 

that Russia may not launch an 

aggression in Europe this year, 
the Air Force was cut back to 
boy’s size—48 groups instead of 
the 70 wnich last year was con- 
sidered the Irreducible minimum. 

Defense Secretary Johnson 
agreed to the $1,000,000,000 cut 
for the sake of economy. He is 
reported to have informed the 
members of both houses that since 
it might take some time to build 
the Air Force to 70 groups, and 
plane types are likely to change 
radically because of new develop- 
ments, it would .be sound policy 
to reduce the number of bomber 
and fighter groups. 

This might be sound if Russia 
were not so active in its own 

preparations to fight. This was 

demonstrated at the recent air 
show in Moscow when it appeared 
to foreign observers that the 
U. S. S. R. now is ready to pro- 
duce jet planes on a mass scale. 

Way Open for Surprise. 
The reduction in appropriations 

for the Air Force may expose us 

to another surprise like the one 

we experienced at Pearl Harbor. 
The difference between then and 
now is that we had time working 
in our favor after. December 7. 
1941, but it does not do so now. 

Moreover, the present reduction 
is bound to affect the capabilities 
of personnel. Training of pilots 
is not a simple job and when 
there are not enough trainers men 
cannot be prepared for combat. 
While Russian aviation Increases 
by leaps and bounds our own is 
lagging. 

The belief that our technological 
genius and production capacity 
are so great that we can catch up 
with anything any other nation 
does after a war starts is fool- 
hardy. In a world greatly re- 
duced in size by the growing 
speed of airplanes the lack of ade- 
quate air preparations could be 
disastrous. An aggressor will use 

surprise to the greatest advan- 
tage. 

The highly vaunted chain of 

-?adar stations which we are now 

Organizing at a cost of about $80,- 
000,000 will give us only brief 
warning, even if the stations are 

able to track the enemy planes 
1,000 miles away. 

Congress is determined, how- 
ever, to cut Federal expenses in 
the hope of balancing the budget. 
And reduction of national defense 
funds is popular. _j 

On the Record 
Earmarking of Farm Surplus Fund 

Within ECA Likely to Wreck Its Policy 
By Dorothy Thompson 

The earmarking by the Senate 
Appropriations committee of a bil- 
lion and a half dollars for an 
American agricultural surplus 
fund, within 
the current ECA 
a p.p ropriations v 
bill, 14 likely to- 
blotf up every- 
thing that 
American policy 
has been trying 
to accomplish 
since, the incipi- 
ence. of the 
Marshall Plan. 
It occurs during' 
the most seri- 
ous British cri* 

Hr ™CH < 
war and when 
the psychological and financial 
situation of Europe is brittle. 

Europe is not wholly convinced 
that it can count on a consistent, 
long-range American policy. Pre- 
cisely because Europe fears sud- 
den congressional tackings to ev- 

ery wind that blows, the Euro- 
pean countries try to hedge 
against such shifts by programs 
of austerity and self-sufficiency. 

The United States is trying to 
break down the bilateral trade 
that accompanies such autarchial 
concepts, and foster freer move- 
ment of goods on a multilateral 
pattern. But now the Senate Ap- 
propriations Committee under the 
leadership of Senator John L. Mc- 
Clellan, Democrat, of Arkansas, in- 
sists that ye do the sort of thing 
we are trying to prevent others 
from doing. 

Move in Two Directiona 
To the world—and to Ameri- 

cans who have been trying to fol- 
low our policy intelligently—it 
would appear that once again the 
concessional hand of the admin- 
istration does not know what the 
executive hand is doing. 

The greatest American fault is 
impetuosity. We show extraordi- 
nary courage, fortitude and imag- 
ination in a palpable emergency 
such as war. But, failing such a 

visible emergency, we are timid, 
unreckonable, impulsive and care- 
less of consequences. 

It is time that we reminded 
ourselves—and with brutal hones- 
ty—that American' failure to 
accept our full responsibilities as 
a creditor nation directly brought 
on the European collapse of the 
late 1920’s, resulting in the Ger- 
man revolution of Hitler and the 
Second World War. The panic of 
American foreign investors was 

then a private banking panic, 
but it broke European finances 
and contributed to the panic that 
engulfed the United States—and, 
incidentally, the Republican Party, 
which has never since regained 
ofUJqe,. 

A great power, on whom the 
future of a whole civilization de- 
pends, rpust think and plan sys- 
tematically. The world must know 
that once we have embarked on 
an international program we will 
behave consistently. In war, sud- 
den changes of basic strategy in- 
variably spell defeat- The same 

holds 'true in the present battle 
for the restoration of a world 
market and an international 
economy of “live and help live.” 

Grounds for Apprehension. 
Senator McClellan is afraid of 

the falling-off in European buying 
of American agricultural products 
and a consequent depression to 
American farmers. There are 

grounds for his apprehensions^ 
The British did not help matters, 

either, by concluding their recent 
five-year treaty for the purchase 
of food in the Argentine, in re- 

sponse to their own dollar crisis 
and Argentina’s. 

The British should not have 
moved without previous explora- 
tion with the ECA for alternatives. 
But neither should the American 
Congress. Since there is, in gen- 
eral, a positive food shortage in 
the world, there are many ways 
by which American agriculture 
can hold a world market besides 
purchasing a monopoly of the 
European area, and thus support- 
ing the Russian contention that 
the sole aim of the Marshall plan 
is to make Europe an economic 
colony of the United States. Nor 
will Senator McClellan’s proposed 
amendment do anything to alle- 
viate, but much to contribute to, 
the European dollar shortage, 
which is the crux of the crisis. 

If Congress believes we should 
be prepared to support agricul- 
ture in case of a world market 
slump, it should put at the dis- 
posal of the administration's 
separate fund for that purpose 
restricted to use only if or when 
sales sink below a certain norm. 
The products thus purchased 
should be used where, at the time, 
they will accomplish the most 
good. But no earmarked restric- 
tions should be placed within the 
ECA appropriations. 

ECA officials have big enough 
problems. In being compelled to 
face another they have threatened 
to resign en bloc. 

(Released by the Bell Byadleate, Ine.) 
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'Kept the Faith’ 
Justice Murphy Moved and Breathed 
According to Humanitarian Lights 

By Doris Fleeson 
“I have kept the faith, haven’t 

I? Tell me I have kept the faith.” 
This plea to his friends fell fre- 

quently from the lips of Frank 
Murphy during 
the closing 
months of his 
life when it was 

apparent that 
he would not be 
here much 
longer, 

They could 
reply honestly 
that he had. 
Frank Murphy 
moved and 
breathed a c 

cording to hu- 
manitarian 
lights that did D#rl* "««»»• 

not always lit practical realities 
or the letter of the law. As a suc- 
cessful politician he found balm 
for the inevitable criticism in a 

large and loyal public following. 
It included Franklin Roosevelt 
who made him Governor General 
of the Philippines, Attorney Gen- 
eral and Associate Justice of the 
Supreme Court. 

Man Subordinated to Judge. 
But in the seclusion of the 

Court, Justice Murphy was cut off 
from any real contact with the 
masses of people whose side he so 

stubbornly took, right or wyong. 
Murphy the man was subordi- 
nated to the judge and the judge 
was of interest mainly to special- 
ists, the writers and lawyers whose 
concern is the body of the law, 
not the human beings that com- 

pose the Court or are affected by 
its acts. j 

Intensely 4subjective, 'Justice, 
Murphy felt chilled by thif Im- 
personality. Within the-Court he 
also suffered from, the profesr 
sorial scoldings of his colleagues. 
Justice Frankfurter, e;-Harvard 
Law School professor, who, Justice 
Murphy sometimes complained, 
treated him like a not very' bright 
pupil. —» *v ->>'•’ *-‘i 

The public has- just glimpsed 
Justice Frankfurter in action in 
the Hiss trial. There he broke 
precedent by testifying as a char- 
acter witness for Alger Hiss and 
bickered with another Murphy, 
the Government prosecutor, in a 
manner that startled and amazed 
the courtroom. 

It is probable that Justice Mur- 
phy in turn irritated both Justice 
Frankfurter and Justice Jackson, 

two court conservatives also ap- 
pointed by Mr. Roosevelt. Justice 
Murphy made plain his feeling 
that in his opinions he was keep- 
ing the faith with the New Deal, 
which by winning the elections 
had made it possible for the 
Roosevelt appointees to serve on 
the Court. He was especially 
critical of Justice Jackson, for- 
merly an ardent New Dealer and 
the most effective defender of the 
Roosevelt court packing plan. 

These personal strains were re- 

sponsible for muCh of the news 
about Supreme Court feuding 
though the basic cause, of course, 
is a fundamental difference among 
the Justices on principle. 

Justice Murphy’s closest friend 
among his colleagues was the 
paternal Justice Rutledge whose 
well-balanced and amiable dis- 
position was a perfect foil for the 
high-strung, complex Murphy. 

High Point In Life. 
The late Justice was proud of 

his civil liberties opinions and be- 
lieved they were his Court monu- 
ment. But the high point of his 
life came when he was Governor 
of Michigan and settled the ex- 

plosive sitdown strikes without 
bloodshed. 

During tense weeks by sheer 
moral force he held wilful men in 
conference—John L. Lewis, who 
has built an enduring union on 
the blood of its martyrs, and at- 
torneys for General Motors, who 
knew the strike was legally wrong 
and thought a show of violence 
would put the public on their side. 
Few politicians have the intestinal 
fortitude to outlast such men. 

As Attorney General Murphy 
was proudest of improving the 
caliber of Federal judges and send- 
ing Tom Pendergast to jail. Prob- 
ably his happiest years were spent 
in the Philippines and he never 
ceased to take a keen interest in 
Philippine affairs. 

Justice Murphy’s. complex and 
pattidoxfcal character did not al- 
ways show to advantage in his 
personal affairs and his personal 
affairs and his high moral tone 
made him vulnerable to the charge 
of hypocrisy. But he had the 
Irish wit, he could be good ftm. 
He also had the Irish political 
sense and nobody had a keener 
ear for the Washington grapevine 
nor understood better the struggle 
for power here. And he was a 
completely courageous and de- 
voted friend. 

On the Other Hand 
Middleman’s Dre^m Comes True in 
Senate Appropriations Committee 
By Lowell Mellett 

The rawest raid In many years 
on the U. S. Treasury is now 
being attempted. It will succeed 
if the Senate accepts the lead of 
its Appropria- 
tions Commit- 
tee and the 
House then 
yields to the 
Senate. How- 
ever. there is 
an excellent 
chance that 
the Senate will 
repudiate the 
committee ac- 
tion or, if that 
doesn’t happen, 
that the Senate 
will be forced 
to yiefa to the 
House. 

Involved is about a quarter of 
a billion dollars of the taxpayers’ 
money invested or to be invested 
in Western public power projects. 

The Interior Department ap- 

propriation bill as it passed the 
House six weeks ago contained a 

few million dollars for transmis- 
sion lines to carry the power 
developed on reclamation projects 
to the distribution centers. Private 
utility interests sought to have 
this item eliminated and provision 
made for themselves to build and 
operate the transmission lines. 
This would have made them the 
sole distributors of the Govern- 
ment power. In effect it would 
have made them a present of the 
dams and power plants, built or 

being built at the people's expense. 
Reversal of Policy. 

The issue was settled on the 
floor of the House, with Speaker 
Rayburn, Appropriations Chair- 
man Cannon and Representative 
Michael J. Kirwan leading the 
flght against this reversal of na- 
tional policy. 

In the Senate Appropriations 
Committee the private utilities 
had their way. Chairman Mc- 
Kellar, Senators McCarran and 
Thomas of Oklahoma swung a 

majority in their favor over the 
opposition led by Senators O'Ma- 
honey and Hayden. The bill as 

reported out by the committee 
would turn the people’s power 
over to the private utilities at the 
power plants on the dam sites. 
The private utilities would get 
the power at whatever price they 

J ■ 

were willing to pay, since they 
would be the only customers. 

Some idea of what the private 
utilities would have had to spend 
to provide themselves with the 
dams and power plants can be 
obtained by a glance at what the 
Government is putting into a few 
of them: Shasta. $140,000,000; Big 
Thompson, $105,000,000; Canyon 
Ferry, $28,500,000. The principal 
beneficiaries of the subsidy are 
Pacific Gas St Electric Co., Mon- 
tana Power Co. and Public Serv- 
ice of Colorado. 

For these companies, the ac- 
tion of the Senate committee is a 
middleman’s dream come true. 
They would be able to buy at their 
own price from the Government 
and sell at their own price to the 
public—all without investing 
their own money in the basic 
project. 

Reason for About-Face. 
Years back when the State of 

California undertook the great 
Central Valley project, of which 
Shasta Dam is a part, Pacific Gas 
St Electric opposed it bitterly, but 
finally lost. In time, the State 
found itself unable to carry it 
through and turned it over to the 
Government. Recently the P. G. 
St E. has been heard to praise the 
project. The reason for the about- 
face is revealed by the success it 
and the other big utility com- 

panies have just registered in the 
Senate committee. 

Under the Reclamation Act It 
is required that public bodies, 
such as municipalities and irriga- 
tion districts, shall be given pref- 
erence over any other purchasers 
of power generated at Government 
dams. The Senate bill virtually 
repeals this provision. The private 
companies would sell as much or 
as little as desired to the public 
bodies and would sell at a price 
that represented their own idea 
of a fair profit. Irrigation farmers 
would be at their mercy. 

This question of who shall own 
the transmission lines was an 
issue in the last campaign, an im- 
portant issue in the Western 
States. President Truman de- 
clared that the Government 
should build and operate them. 
Candidate Dewey favored turning 
them over to the private oper- 
ators. At the moment, thanks to 
the Senate committee, the election 
returns seem in danger of being 
upset _ 

McLemore— 
High Over Atlantic 
In Plane, That Is... 

By Henry McLemore 
When you, dear, gracious, lovely 

people read this, I will be high 
over the Atlantic—and you can 

take that any way you choose. 
First stop the 

Azores. Next 
stop Lisbon. I 
have never been 
to Lisbon, but 
from reading 
about it I gath- 
er that Portu- 
gal’s capital 
city is one of 
the most so- 

p histicated 
towns in all the 
world. 

That's for me. 
Ever since I 

_ Henry McLemore. 
was a wee tot, 
chopping cotton under a hot 

Georgia sun, I have dreamed of' 

becoming a boulevardier. I intend 
to become one in Lisbon. After-1 

noons will find me strolling the , 

oroad boulevards, swinging my 

gold-headed cane, curling the ends j 
of my moustache, giving merry j 
glances to the girls, and stopping j 

now and then to put the bite on 

generous friends. The evenings' 
will find me on all fours, under 
the gaming tables in the Estorial, 
looking for money. 

Thence On to Airica. 

Mornings will flifd me asleep in 

the park, or jesting and joking 
with the policemen as they rap 

the soles of my feet with their 

stout clubs. As soon as I have 

conquered Lisbon and worn out 

my welcome there, I will continue 
on to Africa. 

When I was an even wee-er tot 
than when I was dreaming of be- 
coming a Lisbon boulevardier, I 
dreamed of being an African ex- 

plorer. The same Christmas that 
I found a subscription to the Rac- 
ing Form in my stocking, I also 
found a book telling of Living- 
stone and Stanley. I had read no 
more than half of the book about 
Livingstone and Stanley before I 
told all my classmates in the 
South Georgia Reform School that 
some time I would go to Africa 
and explore it. They all laughed, 
and I only wish I knew their ad- 
dresses today so that I could cable 
them collect from Dakar, Accra, 
Leopoldville and Johannesburg 
and let them know that at least 
one little thug made his dreams 
come true. 

I understand it’s cool in Africa 
at this time of the year, but that’s 
not keeping me from carrying 
the sort of clothes I think one 
should wear in Africa. 

With me I have six pith helmets 
and sufficient leaves to stuff them 
with to combat the tropic sun. 
The leaves I stole from Central 
Park in New York, and I plan 
to leave the leaves in Africa as 
a goodwill gesture. Who knows 
but what the leaves will grow 
into mighty trees, and that 
centuries from now Africans will 
point to the trees and say that 
they were given to their continent 
by an intrepid explorer named 
McLemore. 

t -* 

Ready to Shoot Back. 
Pith helmets are not all I am 

carrying, either. I am carrying 
a blowgun and 200 poison-dipped 
arrows so that if anybody shoots 
at me I can shoot back just as 

deadly. I am also carrying with 
me a working knowledge of 
mumbo-jumbo. People have told 
me that mum bo-jumbo is not 
spoken in Africa any more, but I 
don’t believe it. When I plunge into 
the bush on one of the four or 
five hundred safaris I intend to 
make, I want to be prepared to 
pass the time of day with any 
member of any obscure tribe I 
might run across. 

I am taking three elephant 
guns—one for real big elephants, 
one for medium-sized elephants, 
and one for elephants which are 
either qn a diet or are just natur- 
ally small. I’m carrying, too, a 
deck of cards in case I find a 
pigmy who has some money but 
doesn’t know how to play poker. 

Bon voyage. Have a good time 
while I’m gone. If anything comes 
uf) for which you need me, please 
don’t let me hear from you. 
(Distributed by McNanrht Syndicate, Inc.) 
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WESSON OIL -33* ■ 65* 
GLIM "SET *• 29* 
LORSTER AFRICAN ’I139' I 

»iifiiiiimiHiiij|HiiiniimniiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiH)iiHiHiiuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiitiiiiiiniiiiiimHiiiiniiiiifiiminfiimn| 
i VhERIDAN V UPER If aRRETsInCS 
inngmnj 
I SUDDEN SERVICE 

MEATS!! 
I FRESH KILLED 1 

TURKEYS 
| FAMOUS BELTSVILLE WHITE VARIETY 

8 TO 10 LB. C HC NEW YORK 
AVERAGE lb. STYLE DRESSED 

1 EVISCERATED READY FOR THE PAN, LB., 75e 
zE mmmmmmmmmmmmmm 

I BONELESS—READY TO EAT 

HAMS 
! 5 TO 8 LB. 7KC WHOLE OR 

| AVERAGE ,b- § 11 HALF 
s 

I SPRING 
—— 

LEG 0’ LAND 
CQC 4 TO 6 LB. 

| lb AVERAGE 

5 


