
POLICEMEN GET AWARDS—For their part in getting a suicide-bent soldier off a ledge atop the 
Willard Hotel, three Metropolitan policemen are given the “Policeman of the Month” award by 
Commissioner Guy Mason, who made the presentations, and Supt. of Police Robert J. Barrett. 
Left to right: Pvt. Kenneth M. Trundle, Pvt. Ledley A. Wallace, Commissioner Mason, Pvt. Leon- 
ard M. Johnson and MaJ. Barrett. —Star Staff Photo. 
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3 Policemen Cited for Foiling 
Suicide Leap Off Hotel Ledge 

A brief moment of "mental 
telepathy.” which saved a life, 
was recognized yesterday, as three 
Metropolitan police privates were 

named "Policemen of the Month” 
for June. 

Those honored were Pvts. Led- 
ley A. Wallace, Leonard M. John- 
son and Kenneth M. Trundle, who 
acted instantly and without sig- 
nal. when they grabbed a crazed 
soldier and prevented him from 
leaping to the street from a ninth- 
floor ledge of the Hotel Willard 
on June 3. 

"It certainly must have been 
mental telepathy." the three po- 
licemen said yesterday, as they 
revisited the hotel as guests of 
honor at an elaborate luncheon. 

“We didn't look at each other, 
or give a signal,” they said. “We 
all decided at the same instant 
that we could reach the man.” 

The policemen w'ere rewarded 
for their actions in preventing the 
suicide-bent soldier from leaping 
off the ledge. 

While Pvt. Wallace talked to the 
man—promising him a chicken 
dinner, a drink, an evening of en- 
tertainment, freedom from pro- 
secution—the other two policemen 
quietly but steadily crawled along 
the narrow ledgs toward the 
soldier. 

Hundreds watched from the 
street below, as Pvts. Johnson and 
Trundle drew closer. Pvt. Wallace 
kept talking. The soldier kept 
threatening to jump. 

‘•You’ll hit those people, raid 
Pvt. Wallace. 

“I won't," returned the would- 
be suicide. 

“The net those firemen are 

rigging will catch you,” the police- 
man warned. 

“I’ll miss it,” mumbled the sol- 
dier. 

All Three Grab. 
Suddenly, Pvts. Trumble and 

Johnson, who were approaching 
from opposite sides, lunged at the 
man teetering on the ledge. 

At the same instant. Pvt. Wal- 
lace reached out from the window 
through which he had been talk- 
ing. 

I For a breatheless instant, four 
lives hung in precarious balance. 
Then the weight of three husky 
policement swung the soldier back, 
away from the ledge and through 
a window'. 

“A masterly job of psychology, 
psychiatry and plain common 
sense,” said Commissioner Guy 
Mason yesterday when he gave the 
policement their medals and cer- 
tificates. “I witnessed the whole 
thing. We who live in safety and 
security should appreciate the 
work done by these brave men.” 

Police Supt. Robert J. Barrett 
said policemen often must act on 
the spur of the moment. 

"There is no better example of 
this than the actions of Pvts. Wal- 
lace. Johnson and Trundle,” he 
raid. 

Ten D. C. Residents 
Named in Tax Liens 

Ten additional Federal tax lien 
notices from the Internal Revenue 
collector's office In Baltimro* were 
filed yesterday in District Court. 

The largest single notice was for 
$16,396.37 against Samuel H. 
Keets, manager of the Henry 
Hotel, 1825 Thirteenth street 
N.W., for income tax for 1946. Mr. 
Keets said he has paid part ef 
the sum. 

One lien named the National 
Negro Opera Co., Inc., 1037 Evarts 
street NI., for $1,339.97 for ad- 
missions taxes for last May. Mrs. 
Mary C. Dawson, manager of the 
company, said it gave the produc- 
tion “Aida” on April 30 and that 
the Internal Revenue Bureau has 
collected a large sum for that 
performance. She said there was 
no performance by the company 
in May, but she conceded the 
group still may owe a small sum. 

Those listed in the income tax 
liens for sums for more than 
$1,000 included: 

Telemachos Morfessis, a manu- 
facturer of store fixtures, who 
formerly had his place of business 

at 617 Seventh street 8.W., but 
now Is at 809 Third street S.E., 
listed for taxes of $1,867.65 for 
income In 1946; Milton Polinger, 
6600 Luzon avenue N.W., $1,874.19 
for 1946; Edith Polinger, 6600 
Luzon avenue N.W., $1,648.47 for 
1946; James Salkeld. 3017 Cort- 
land place N.W., $1,490.45 for 
1946; Donald Washington, 4615 
Clay street NJ5., $1,066.53 for 
1946 and 1947. 

German Bricklayer Gets 
Life for Slaying Gl 

By the Associated Press 

KASSEL, Germany, Aug. 4.— 
August Plamme, a German brick- 
layer, was sentenced to life Im- 
prisonment yesterday for the rob- 

bery killing of Sergt. Raymond 
Switzer of Lake Orion, Mich. 

It was Flamme's second trial. 
After confessing in the first trial, 
he was sentenced to die. Then he 
repudiated his confession and was 

granted a new trial in which he 
claimed an alibi for the night of 
the killing. 

There are some 60 varieties of 
celery cultivated in the United 
States. 

MAN 
vs. 

MOTORCYCLE 
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Thrill at feats of daring and skill as 

a LIFE photographer catches motor- 

cyclists in one of the most dangerous 
of all sports; hill climbing. AND ... 

01* on fascinating backstage visit at 

Ringling Brothers Circus and meet 
the man who saved it from ruin. 

Learn how easily you can be cheated 
at bridge! Close-up pictures show the 
way card sharps do it. 

See these and many other exciting 
word-and-picture features in the new 

LIFE, out today! 

for Your Summer Conveniente 

LIFE NOW OH SALE THURSDAY 
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SALE FOR MEN! 

HAND-SEWN VAMP 

Loafer Moccasins 

5 95 
Mode in the heart of Maine 
by master craftsmen. Hand- 
sewn vamps, elk uppers, 
Goodyear welts. All this 
Loafer-value for just 5.95. 
Sizes 6 to 12, B, C, D, E. 

Men’s Shoes, Second Floor, 
Washington; Street Floor, 

Silver Spring 

The Hecht Co., Silver Spring, Open Tomorrow 12:30 to 9:30 P.M. 

Washington Store Hours, 9:30 A.M. to 6 P.M. 

right now Mon! You can have a Cool 

Summer Suit of Famous Make 
and save a cool sum in the bargain! 
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REGULARLY 2750 tO 32'5° 
ALL AT ONE LOW PRICE 

Palm Beach Suits .. brand-new, this-season styles! The suit that's 

22% cooler the suit with the luxury fabric featuring new crush-resistance for greater neat- 

ness .. smarter colors .. lighter weights. Yours at the money-saving price of 19.75. 

Sheldon Tropical Rayon Suits our exclusive suits 

famed with Washington men for their good looks. Tailored to hold their smooth shape even in 

wilting weather. Breeze-cool, lightweight and a crack value at 19.75. 

Regulars, shorts, longs, extra longs, stouts and short stouts represented in the combined group, 

, but not every size in every fabric or style. 
Men’s Clothing, Second Floor, Washington; Street Floor, Silver Spring 
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