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Congress and the District 
Washington has good cause to pay its 

respects to the first session of the 81st 

Congress. Constructive legislation was 

passed. The District is especially grateful 
for a new revenue act that paves the 
way for many urgently needed improve- 
ments, for a strengthened judiciary, for 
benefits given municipal employes and for 
last-minute rescue of the Sesquicentennial 
appropriation. 

The new tax law provided, for the first 

time, a sales tax, which municipal fiscal 
experts deemed necessary to raise the 
additional funds required to meet current 

expenses and make some capital improve- 
ments. Without this additional source of 
revenue the citizens of Washington would 
not have been able to meet many of its 
more vital needs during the coming year, 
or make definite plans for meeting other 
needs, including more schoolroom facili- 
ties. Nor could the increased pay rolls 
of the police, fire, school and other 
departments have been met. 

L,aw emorcement was greatly reimorcea 

by the creation of ten new judgeships for 
four courts. The Court of Appeals, District 
Court and Municipal Court thus will be 

expanded by three judges, each, and w 

new judge was provided for the Juvenile 
Court, which has been kept going during 
the prolonged illness of Judge Fay Bentley 
by the loan of judges from the hard- 
pressed Municipal bench. The enlarged 
judiciary should bring a salutary reduc- 
tion in the docket logjams which have 
slowed up justice during recent years, 
particularly in the civil division of District 
Court. And the cause of law enforcement 
was promoted further by the launching of 
a special crime investigation by a House 
District subcommittee. 

Worth special mention is the legislation 
giving school teachers paid sick leave. 
This long-advocated measure rights a 

wrong that has contributed to the diffi- 
culties experienced by school authorities 
In recruiting and keeping qualified teach- 
ers. Heretofore ill teachers have had to 
dig in their own pockets to pay for sub- 
stitutes—a requirement that was unfair 
and that long has been- a source of Irri- 
tation among local teachers. 

Left for further consideration were such 
problems as home rule, District representa- 
tion in Congress, the future of the Slum 
Clearance and Redevelopment Land 
Agency and the Sasscer Metropolitan 
Area co-ordination bill. The last-named 
measure grows in importance as the field 
of conflicting governmental activities 
grows larger in the fringe communities 
around the District. The second session 
of the 81st Congress would be justified in 
giving early attention to the problem of 
bringing about better co-ordination of 
Interarea planning and action throughout 
the Greater Washington region. 

The Farm Handout 
With all of the House and a third of 

the Senate facing re-election tests next 
year, it is not surprising that Congress, 
before adjourning, gave overwhelming 
bipartisan support to the “compromise” 
farm bill. Political realities being what 
they are, the Democratic and Republican 
legislators could hardly have been ex- 

pected to be niggardly: The votes of 
agricultural America are much too im- 
portant for that. 

So, with relatively few dissents, Congress 
has provided an altogether lavish handout 
system for the farmers. What the system 
does is to insure a continuation of high 
wartime props to guarantee prices at 90 
per cent of parity to growers of wheat, 
corn, cotton, peanuts, rice and tobacco. 
It also insures a continuation of similar 
supports for dairy products, potatoes, 
tung nuts, etc., though on a less rigid 
basis. After 1950, theoretically, but by 
no means certainly, a flexible, sliding- 
scale formula is supposed to go into effect 
to allow for decreases in what our national 
treasury has to pay out in the bolstering 
process. * 

Parity technicalities to one side, what 
this means is that the Government will 
continue to make purchases and loans in 
order to prevent surpluses from glutting 
the market and thus hurting the farmer’s 
income. In principle, because of the key 
Importance of agriculture in our over-all 
economy, there is something to be said 
in favor of this kind of subsidization. In 
practice, however, it is working badly. 
Because they know they can count on it, 
it is an invitation to farmers to produce 
as much as they can of the commodities 
enjoying the props. At the same time, 
while thus encouraging excessive produc- 
tion, it has the effect of perpetuating high 
food prices for the consumer. Above all, 
besides making the Government a buyer 
of groceries and a distributor of free 
vegetables, it constitutes an alarming drain 
on the Nation’s pocketbook—a drain esti- 
mated to reach a total upward of 
$5,000,000,000 by next year. 

Of course, as far as the foreseeable 
future is concerned, it is almost certain 
that farm-price supports in some form 
will remain as a standard feature of our 
economy. Yet nothing could be clearer 
than the fact that if they keep on in- 
definitely at their present high levels, the 
consumer and taxpayer—including the 
farmer himself—will be hurt and hurt 

1 

hard. This is so for the simple reason 
that the Federal Treasury—whose money 
is the money of the American people- 
can crack under the strain of having to 
pay out these huge subsidies along with 
all the other tremendous outlays that 
must be made in this day and age. 

Accordingly, whatever may be the dic- 
tates of vote-getting politics, it seems in- 
evitable that Congress, sooner or later, 
will have to undertake a drastic over- 

hauling of the present price-support 
system. Economic sanity demands that 
the thing be scaled down sharply and 
made highly flexible. Otherwise the day 
is likely to come when such subsidization, 
with its excesses, will do serious harm to 
the farmers themselves as well as to the 
rest of the Nation. 

Nub of the Controversy 
One least expected to hear from General 

Bradley words that left a sting. In this 
respect he was out of character. For our 

ranking military man to use such terms 
as “self appointed,” “aspiring martyrs” 
and “fancy Dans” toward his contempo- 
raries in the Navy was injudicious, to say 
the least. 

The so-called B-36 hearings have opened 
wounds which in any circumstance are 

going to be hard to heal. It was not 
necessary to add salt. And one fears that 
General Bradley, in departing from the 
calmly objective manner of speech that 
is one of his compelling attributes, has 
made his own task more difficult. As 
chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff he 
is largely responsible for building that 
teamwork to which he correctly referred 
in his testimony as the essential ingredi- 
ent of unification. It has been badly 
shattered. 

Aside from his unfortunate lapses into 
name-calling, however, one of the merits 
of General Bradley’s testimony was to 
bring into sharper focus the substance of 
disagreement that splits the National 
Defense Establishment. Taking the Brad- 
ley testimony and that of Admiral Louis E. 
Denfeld, one is able almost to reduce the 
essence of controversy between them to 
this exchange: 

ADMIRAL DENFELD—Naval officers, 
who know the importance of the use and 
command of the seas to this country, can- 
not understand reductions in the fleet 
and its functions which are being imposed 
by arbitrary decision. Limitations are im- 
posed without consultation, and without 
understanding of the Navy’s responsi- 
bilities in defense of our maritime Nation. 
Reductions in the fleet under this process 
cannot be explained and the first word the 
fleets get is orders to deactivate units. 

GENERAL BRADLEY—The truth of the 
matter is that very few Navy men, bn the 
staff of the Chief of Naval Operations, 
have had any experience in large-scale 
land operations. • * * This may account 
for the fact that in joint planning, where 
knowledge of the larger continental opera- 
tions which we must ultimately face if we 
ever go to war is a "must,” Navy men 

frequently find their suggestions "out- 
voted” two-to-one. 

The B-36, as a weapon of warfare, is 
not the nub of the controversy. It- is 
merely a symbol of the controversy. The 
nub of the controversy lies in mutual 
distrust—with the Army and Air Force 
attributing Navy recalcitrance to the 
Navy’s lack of understanding of how a 
land war must be fought; and the Navy 
feeling, likewise', that it is being voted 
down arbitrarily by men without under- 
standing of the Navy’s part in warfare on 
land or sea. 

How Secretary Johnson is going to 
reconcile these opposing convictions, 
deeply and sincerely held by able men, 
is his great problem. He may have acted 
precipitately in some decisions. The Navy 
makes out a strong case that he did. But 
his predecessor, on the other hand, was 
hounded to a tragic death with the criti- 
cism that he would not make up his mind. 
Decisions, wise or unwise, must be made. 
There is little time to make them and they 
cannot be delayed for a popular vote 
preceded by a public debate between the 
admirals and the generals. 

The only things that Secretary Johnson 
and the country have to depend upon new 
in quickly healing this dangerous breach 
are the character and the patriotism of 
the ranking men in the services. That 
Is a note that General Eisenhower, in his 
restrained and conciliatory statement yes- 
terday, seemed to strike. Only time can 
prove the wisdom or unwisdom of decisions 
made. But procedure in reaching decisions 
evidently needs revision. For it is proce- 
dure in reaching decisions, rather than the 
decisions themselves, that has brought 
revolt from the Navy. 

Protecting Children s Welfare 
It is hard to follow the reasoning of 

school authorities who contend that the 
welfare of the children at the Briggs- 
Montgomery School is protected by in- 
flexible adherence to a twenty-flve-year- 
old rule against questioning by police of 
children at school. Already one student 
of this school has been fiendishly mur- 
dered by a man who is still at large. 
The safety of other children at the school 
is threatened as long as the unknown 
Mller is free. If an exception to the 
old rule will aid the police in identifying 
and capturing this man before he kills 
another child, would not the welfare of 
the children at the school and of the 
whole community be benefited? 

The rule, in its general application, is 
a good one. In most investigations police 
can do their questioning of children just 
as well at their homes as at school. The 
sight of an officer questioning a student 
in the schoolyard could lead to unfounded 
suspicions and subject an innocent child 
to unnecessary embarrassment. Children 
should be protected from such embarrass- 
ment. But what the police officers 
wanted to do at the Briggs-Montgomery 
School was something entirely different. 
They wanted to ask the student body in 
a general assembly if any of them had 
seen the murdered boy in company with 
a suspicious man on the fatal day or 
before, and, if so, what the man looked 
like. They had promised to be discreet 
in pursuing this line of inquiry. 

" 

Having been denied this opportunity to 
speed their investigation and perhaps to 
find the murderer before he has a chance 
to commit other crimes, the police now 
must adopt the time-consuming procedure 
of visiting each child at his home. But 
every hour saved counts in such a man- 
hunt as this. The Bolutt of Eduction and 

the superintendent of schools are taking 
a very shortsighted view of a matter that 
calls for the broadest sort of co-operation 
between the schools and the police. 

Make Them Really Temporary 
The Fine Arts Commission has given 

conditional approval to the designs for 
the Sesqulcentennial buildings at the foot 
of East Capitol street. The condition is 
an important one. It is that the structures 
be temporary in every respect. 

The commission and the citizens of 
Washington generally have learned from 
sad experience that some “temporary” 
buildings have remarkable longevity at- 
tributes. Washington park areas still are 
afflicted with “emergency” buildings 
erected as long ago as World War I. A 
new crop of World War II temporaries 
is scattered along the Mall, in East Po- 
tomac Park and in the “front yard” of 
Arlington National Cemetery. There is 
no immediate prospect for their removal. 

The Freedom Fair buildings will take 
up acres of space reserved for scenic and 
recreational purposes. This encroach- 
ment can be justified only if all parties 
concerned agree that the park areas will 
be restored to their original uses when 
the Sesqulcentennial celebration is over. 
The eventual clearing away of fair struc- 
tures and repair of any damage done the 
grounds should be a solemn obligation of 
the Sesqulcentennial Commission. 

Charles H. Ruth 
Charles H. Ruth came to The Star in 

1919. An engineer by profession, his first 
assignment was in connection with con- 
struction of the annex of The Star Build- 
ing, just then getting under way. Later 
he held the title of general superintendent, 
with supervisory control over construction, 
production, purchasing, personnel and 
related activities of the company. His 
work became his consuming passion and 
he devoted to it an extraordinary degree 
of energy and resourcefulness. His death 
followed a long and incapacitating illness, 
especially painful to a man whose life had 
been filled with intense activity. His 
courageous and stoic acceptance of this 
personal misfortune revealed to his friends 
new qualities in his character as a man. 
The Star notes his death with deep appre- 
ciation of his devotion and loyalty to its 
interests, which he made his own. 

This and That 
By Charles E. Tracewell 

“MOUNT RAINIER, Md. 
"Dear Sir: 

“In your write up recently about the wild 
cherry trees and their fruit you failed to 
mention that wilted wild cherry leaves, if 
eaten by live stock, will kill the animals. 

“It does not take a large quantity to do 
this. 

“People cutting down wild cherry should 
be sure that no live stock can get at the 
leaves. Prussic acid develops in these wilted 
leaves. 

“Several instances of such poisoning have 
occurred in Maryland. 

“Very truly yours, J. A. C.” 
* * * * 

“NEW HAMPSHIRE AVE. 
“Dear Sir: 

"In spite of the fact that Washington is 
famous for its trees, there are some that 
never ^hould have been planted. 

“Chief among objectionable trees of the 
Capital are the pistillate or female ginkgos, 
whose foul-smelling drupes poison the air 
each fall at the time of their ripening. 

“Although the pits of these vile smelling 
ginkgo fruits are edible (they are not ap- 
petizing except to Oriental palates) their 
revolting odor is not atoned for by this small 
blessing. 

"Fortunately the staminate or male gink- 
gos are not cursed with odiferous fruit. By 
the simple expedient of grafting all seed- 
ling ginkgos with scions of the male form 
it would be possible to enjoy this most ele- 
gant of all trees without having to smell 
them. 

“Let the day hasten when the city Is 
adorned with only the staminate form of 
this magnificent, geologically ancient, and 
unique Chinese conifer. 

“Sincerely yours, H. C. M.” 

Comes to hand, now, an interesting bulle- 
tin from the National Geographic Society on 
the subject of autumn leaves. 

Like poetry in spring, leaves in autumn 
make perpetual themes, inspiring societies 
as well as individuals. 

Foreign staff writers and photographers 
of the Society unite, according to the bulle- 
tin, in saying that nowhere else on the con- 
tinents of the globe can one find such beau- 
tiful autumn leaves as in our own dear 
United States of America. 

It is best, the bulletin avers, because of 
combined climate factors. 

“The temperature must be cool enough to 
encourage tree roots to take it easy,” says 
the National Geographic Society. 

“Sunlight plays a part, dryness without 
actual drought gives the leaves their best 
chance to flame. Early heavy frosts, like 
too much rain, can greatly curtail the tapes- 
try of color between summer green and 
winter brown. 

“Through spring and summer, trees and 
plants are busy factories. Their roots take 
water and minerals from the ground and 
send them in a steady flow of sap to the 
leaves. 

“There, bright green chlorophyll is made 
and functions as life blood in combining the 
sap from the roots with carbon dioxide 
from the air to make the foods that cause 
growth. 

ft * * * * 

“When a tree, taking nature’s signals, 
slows down for a dormant period, its roots 
curtail the flow of sap. Its leaves slowly 
lose their firm connection with the branches. 

“Their dominant green chlorophyll decom- 
poses, and other natural agents of growth, 
present in the leaves all the time, get their 
chance to show. These are the creators of 
the yellows, reds and purples. The autumn 
glory is on.” 

Frost’s part in the color paraded the 
Society tells us, is not as big as is often 
supposed. 

“The leaf-turning process starts well in 
advance of frost but is hastened by its cold 
nip. Other lands of comparable climate 
have less of a color show because of the 
prevalence of evergreens, or because of trees 
whose leaves fall without changing, as do 
European ashes and elders. Conifer ever- 
greens lose only part of their green attire 
each season, the needles of some species 
surviving for six or seven years.” 

The Star recently on this page printed the 
observations of k foreign newspaperman on 
the Nation’s Capital, and the thing that 
seemed to strike him most was the way the 
city is clothed with trees. Truly, our green- 
ery is an inspiration as well as a picture, 
and it is to be hoped that no amount of 
progress of any sort will be allowed to make 
a yearly cut in the tree population. 

From the days of Henry James to now, 
every one who has been here or lived here 
has praised the tree system of the National 
Capital. In giving thought to other prob- 
lems, let us be sure to give thought to this. 
We are a tree-minded nation and city, and 
we should woifc to Jttep ourselves so. 

A 

Letters to The Star 
| ‘Battle of the Pentagon’ Becomes Free-for-All as Readers 

Pitch In With Barrage of Varied Comments 
Praise for Vinson Committee. 

To the Editor of The Star: 

I wish to congratulate Mr. Vinson on the 
manner in which he is conducting the 
Armed Services investigation. 

His committee has sat with patience and 
understanding and listened to men and boys 
who have so long wished to have their views 
heard—men and boys who are sincere in 
their beliefs, which have come from long 
years of study and experience. 

It is almost pathetic as we sit and watch 
the relief on their faces at being able to 
tell the committee and the people of the 
United States what they believe to be true, 
beliefs which have evidently been bottled 
up within them so long. 

I cannot believe that there is not some 
meaning in what they say and certainly 
there is sincerity of thought and purpose. 

I hope and I am sure the people of this 
country hope that through this hearing will 
come better understanding plus better de- 
fensive and offensive power for our country. 

MILDRED ARMSTRONG. 

Navy Seen in Shoal Waters. 
To the Editor of The Star: 

In reading of the Navy’s attack on rulings 
of the Defense Department it should not 
be forgotten that the Navy in World War 
II allocated to itself practically every func- 
tion known to modern warfare. In addition 
to its historic activities on the sea and under 
it, and its naval aviation, a Marine army 
was created which duplicated all the arms 
and services of the Ground and Air Forces. 
The Marines possessed: 

1. Infantry divisions. 
2. Land artillery regiments. 
3. Tank groups. 
4. Military engineers (in addition to Navy 

Seabees). 
5. Land-based aviation (in addition to 

Marine plane carriers*. 
6. Auxiliary land arms and services. 
Possibly this war experience has convinced 

Navy that real ’’unification’’ can best be 
accomplished if Navy takes over the other 
services in toto. Indeed there are cogent 
arguments favoring such an arrangement, 
but to accomplish it the ensigns and the 
admirals must first learn how to make 
friends and influence people in a big way. 
Right now. although in shoal waters, they 
appear to have abandoned use of the "lead, 
the log and the lookout." 

SITTING BULL. 

Sees Air Force Taking Pentagon. 
To the Editor of The St»r: 

I am afraid that the Navy's passion for 
anonymity (remember the vague reports re- 
leased by the Navy during the war regarding 
its submarine and carrier task force ex- 
ploits) as compared with the Air Forces, 
who really knew the true value of g^tmoriz- 
ing their exploits, has boomeranged. 

Dwight D. Eisenhower would still be in 
England looking for a “D-Day" if he had 
only the Air Force to depend on for the ma- 
terials and personnel he required to launch 
his invasion. Down deep in his heart, he 
knows that the Air Force isn't all it claims 
to be; in fact one of his commanders in 
France practically begged him not to allow 
the Air Force to operate with his troops be- 
cause of the repeated casualties inflicted on 
his men by trigger-happy pilots. American 
infantrymen know it was the unglamorous 
foot soldier who won the last terrible war 
and it burns up the average Army man as 
well as Navy man to hear the braggarts of 
the Air Force tell of how they won the war. 

Here’s hoping that when the smoke clears 
away (from the committee hearings) justice 
is made to prevail. The West Pointers in 
the Pentagon will do a good job of proving 
why we don't need a Navy, but plain un- 
biased common sense will prove the Navy’s 
case. Heaven help us if the Air Force takes 
the National Defense Department over, 
which they are well on the way to doing. 

P. J. DOLAN. 

Navy "Admirer"—Tongue-In-Cheek Variety To the Editor of The Star: 

No wonder the admirals are bitter about 
not getting all the vital defense missions 
and the lion’s share of appropriations. Any 
fool knows that the Navy, with its own 
private ground troops and air arm, can do 
everything the Army and Air Force can do, 
only faster and better. If Congress would 
just stop wasting money on the land-locked 
Army and the vastly-overrated Air Force 
and give it all to the Navy, we could forget 
all about national security. The mere 
threat of a fleet of Missouri-class battle- 
wagons cruising across the Ukraine on a 
heavy dew, enroute to fire 16-inch shells 
at the Kremlin, would make a working 
pacifist if not a Christian out of Joe Stalin. 

Probably Congress wouldn’t do anything 
so intelligent, though. Some member of that 
august body who is secretly an agent of the 
Anti-Navy League would unlimber his silver 
tongue and proceed to arouse sentiment for 
the retention of the unseaworthy services, 
and you know how congressmen go for 
sentiment and tradition. 

How fortunate it is for the taxpayers 
that the proponents of the bow-and-arrow 
didn’t have the advantage of modern pub- 
lic-relations techniques a few centuries ago. 
Undoubtedly they considered the introduc- 
tion of gunpowder as most immoral, but at 
least we have been spared having to listen 
all these years to "what hurts the bow-and- 
arrow corps hurts the nation.” 

NAVY ADMIRER. 

For Stronger Marine Corps. 
To the Editor of The star: 

I would like to suggest the following plan 
for the preservation of the Marine Corps: 

1. Establish a department of the Marine 
Corps in the Department of National De- 
fense. 

2. Representation by a Marine general on 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff. 

3. Strength of 100,000 men for the Marine 
Corps. 

4. Two Marine divisions of six battalions 
each. 

5. Two Marine aircraft wings of 12 tac- 
tical squadrons each. 

6. Necessary supporting elements for 4 
and 5 above. 

7. Provision of funds for Marine partici- 
pation in major fleet exercises during the 
current fiscal year. 

8. Elimination of the Collins plan. 
MRS. JOYCE GRANGER. 

In Defense of “The Brass.” 
To the Editor of The 8t»r: 

The greatest stigma on the American pub- 
lic is that it has permitted the insidious 
epithet brass hat to be pinned upon some 
of its most valorous defenders. Newspapers 
and commentators make a continual field 
day of this expression with its implied 
Ignominious connotation because refutation 
in the military services is conspicuous by 
its absence. Nonrefutation is an unwritten 
code strictly adhered to through the years. 
In origin, this code of thinking is knightly 
and admirable but impractical in a revo- 
lutionized world where press relations have 
become so vital. In my opinion, the subject 
is debatable and the public should have a 
deciding vote. 

In a recent broadcast, naval officers were 
grouped as visioniaries living in a land of 
romance. The denial or affirmation of this 
analysis is not important. What does seem 
important Is whether or not the idealist 
should still be permitted to dream, especially 
if those dreams, accompanied by an inner 
rightaess, reflect themselves upon thosefl^tth 

whom he is associated. The dreamer is not 
necessarily the coward—nor is the bombastic 
man always distinguished for his bravery. 
History, on the whole, seems to speak for 
itself. The occasional Captains Blye of 
wartime or peacetime are to be regretted, 
but certainly it is unnecessary to attempt 
to explain them away. Not infrequently, 
we read of parents with sadistic tendencies 
toward their children, which of course, does 
not place all parents in the same category. 

What seems at present to be the brightest 
hope on the horizon for both the military 
and civilians is that Congress irrespective 
of precious time and weary bodies, has 
chosen to listen. In unravelling the ball of 
yarns, it has found the key which was buried 
in the center. 

MARGUERITE M. HAMILTON. 

Fears Military Dictatorship. 
To the Editor of The 8t«r: 

I was quite alarmed after a recent conver- 
sation with a former educator and a retired 
Army officer to learn that their concept of 
the present House Armed Services Commit- 
tee hearing, to quote, “is entirely a matter of 
the B-36 performance and rivalry between 
the Navy and the Air Force”. 

How can our taxpayers be so uninformed? 
Don’t they realize that the B-36 is just a 
symbol? A symbol of power concentrated 
in the hands of a small group of people. 
This is not an interservice squabble. It is 
a battle which our forefathers thought they 
had forestalled by their foresight in estab- 
lishing a Constitution with a Congress and 
a Senate as a check and doublecheck against 
totalitarianism, fascism or any other kind of 
ism that leads to dictatorship. 

The machinery is set up, undoubtedly, for 
the House Armed Services Committee found 
that with the stroke of a pen a secret slash 
in funds allocated to the Navy had been 
made—unknown to Congress or their con- 
stituents. Where is so great a power, vested 
in so few, to lead us? 

We Americans seem to have the “it can’t 
happen to us” idea. It can, and power- 
hungry individuals or uninformed indi- 
viduals, with the complete power of the 
military forces in their hands, could lead 
this country into disaster. M. P. H. 

Political Assault on Navy Charged. 
To the Editor of The St»r: 

It is nothing short of tragic that the 
leaders of the Navy of the United States 
have been compelled to abandon their tradi- 
tion of non-intervention in politics, to de- 
fend themselves against the assaults of 
politicians of our time. The Navy comprises 
a group of men who through generations 
have exemplified the high-minded traditions 
of honor, skill and loyalty that are their 
singular and collective glory. 

Even in our times the exploits of Dewey at 
Manila astounded the world. At the Paris 
Peace Conference, if the Navy had not been 
overruled by the politicians, there would 
never have been the war with Japan. For 
the following Disarmament Conference at 
Washington, American politicians agreed, 
at the behest of Great Britain, to sink or 
destroy 747,000 tons of naval ships, built 
or under construction (constituting 40% 
of the Navy) and stop building any more. 

Don’t again cripple the Navy and destroy 
its indomitable spirit! N. F. WILMOTH. 

Sees Navy “Outmoded as an Oxcart.” 
To the Editor ol Th» St or: 

Please permit me to be presumptuous, also, 
and offer my thanks for the statesmanlike 
article by Henry McLemore (on the inter- 
service controversy). I, too, am a citizen, 
I do have a family and I do love my country. 
As such, I am utterly ashamed of some 
sections of our Department of Defense and 
fear for our safety, under the present cir- 
cumstances. 

In view of the disgraceful lack of defense at 
Pearl Harbor, it is indeed presumptuous for 
the “Navy brass,” and not on the part of Mr. 
McLemore, to offer their “expert advice” 
to our Congress for the defense of our 
country. How many ignoble defeats do they 
think our people can forget? Are we, now, 
so infantile and moronic as to accept their 
advice? The "brass of their voices” should 
be forever silenced. Certainly these die- 
hards are fighting harder to maintain a Navy 
that is as out-dated as the oxcart than they 
did at Pearl Harbor. 

CHARLES L. DICKSON 

Importance of Naval Air Power. 
To the Editor of The Star: 

It seems that some of your readers forget 1 
rather quickly the role of naval air power 
in the last war. It also seems that they 
embrace an exaggerated opinion of the 
capabilities of the present day land-based 
fighters and light bombers. 

1. Which air force made the pre- 
invasion strikes against the Philippines, 
thereby reducing the number of Japanese 
land-based bombers and fighters, sinking 
Japanese warships in Manila Harbor and 
practically cutting off their supply lines from 
Japan? 

2. Which air force closely supported the 
ground troops in the initial weeks of the in- 
vasion and protected the Army’s supply line 
from New Guinea and Australia? 

3. Which air force saved some 600-odd 
amphibious and cargo vessels, not to men- 
tion practically the entire Sixth Army, from 
certain annihilation in Leyte Gulf at the 
hands of two large Japanese--battleship and 
cruiser units in what is known as the Second 
Battle of the Philippine Sea? A third Jap 
battleship was destroyed simultaneously in 
the Surigao Straits by the old battleships 
of the Seventh Fleet. 

And you will recall, it was not the Army 
Air Force that did these things. It could 
not possibly have been, nor would it be pos- 
sible today. Land-based fighters and light 
bombers do not have the range necessary 
for such initial support operations. Army 
Air Force units have always done a good Job 
within their operational limits, but they 
must have air fields within range of the 
combat area in order to function. 

DONALD E. CROSS. 

Thinks Joint Chiefs Out of Balance. 
To the Editor o{ The Star: 

May I call to the attention of the editor 
and the public that the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff of the armed forces consists of two 
Army men, one Navy man and still a third 
Army man at its helm. 

Should not naval aviation and the Ma- 
rines, with Marine aviation, have represen- 
tation on this staff? 

Could not former Secretary Sullivan shed 
much light on how and why the new air- 
craft carrier was discontinued? M. A. 

Army Man Fens Ode to Navy. 
To the Editor of The Star: 

As a pro-Navy Army man, I have written 
the following jingle to let some steam off 
and show where my sympathies are in the 
unification battle: 

To the gentlemanly cadence of Navy, 
With measured and moderate tone, 

From Crommelin, Radford and Denfeld, 
The service- comes into its own. 

The answers are specious and stumbling 
From Symington, Bradley and Vandy. 

For you can’t defeat logic and reason 
By sneering of Fancy and Dandy. 

So here’s to the Navy, the winner, 
And just put this one down in the book: 

That the country will vote for its Halseys 
And the Pehtagon get a New Look. 

ARMY RESERVE CORPS OFFICER. 

Muscle Substance Gives 
Hope for Heart Ailments 

Method Devised for Large-Scale 
Production of New Substance 

By Thomas R. Hertry 
New hope for sufferers from heart ail- 

ments and possibly from arthritis was ex- 

pressed here today by Dr. A. Szent-Gyorgyi, 
famous Hungarian scientist and 1937 Nobel 
Prize winner, who now is a research associ- 
ate of the United States Public Health 
Service. 

He has succeeded, he said, in devising a 
method for large-scale production of a sub- 
stance known as adenosine triphosphate 
which he describes as “the master substance 
of muscle, the cement of the living struc- 
ture.” The price has been reduced from $30 
to a few cents a gram and sufficient quanti- 
ties have been produced to make it available 
for everybody. 

Its use still is quite theoretical but, one of 
Dr. Szent-Gyorgyi’s associates explains, some 
dramatic results have been obtained espe- 
cially in the treatment of angina pectoris, 
one of the most common of the heart ma- 
ladies which are by far the leading causes 
of death in the United States at present. 
The disease is accompanied by extreme 
paroxysms of pain, so that the victim often 
is completely disabled as well as being in 
danger of sudden death. 

In one case, Dr. Szent-Gyorgyi’s associate 
said, a patient who had been hospitalized for 
several months was relieved completely of 
the pain attacks after a single treatment 
and the condition cleared up to the point 
where he was able to return to work. The 
relief lasted for about two months. Then a 
second intravenous injection of adenosine 
triphosphate was necessary, and presumably 
such procedure could be repeated indefi- 
nitely 

The existence of this substance, called 
ATP, was first recognized in 1927, Dr. Szent- 
Gyorgyi says in his report, but there has 
been only a gradual recognition of its sig- 
nificance. It apparently is essential for 
muscle contraction and must be considered 
one of the most significant chemicals in the 
structure of the human body. 

Possible uses are far from having been 
thoroughly explored, says the report to the 
American Association for the Advancement 
of Science. 

Says Dr. Szent-Gyorgyi: “Cardio-vascu- 
lar diseases, which take such a horrid toll, 
are mostly diseases of muscle, be it heart 
muscle itself or muscle of the artery wall. 
It should not be forgotten that the immedi- 
ate cause of most human death is failure of 
muscle. It is imperative to try the clinical 
application of ATP in degenerative diseases, 
like arthritis, and in all conditions in which 
disfunctioning of muscle is concerned.” 

The ATP now available, it was explained, 
is extracted from horse muscle and is always 
given by intravenous injection. 

* * * * 

Tuberculosis, once the scourge of youth, 
has shifted to middle age. 

For the American population as a whole, 
according to statistics just issued by the 
Public Health Service, 69 per cent of all 
tuberculosis deaths now occur at the age of 
35 or over while 52 per cent come at the age 
of 45 or over. 

The trends differ somewhat for white and 
colored races and for male and female. For 
the total population and for the white race 
as a whole the proportionate mortality rate 
advances with age. On the other hand, the 
rate for non-white males increases only up 
to 45, after which there is a sharp decline. 
For non-white females the peak is reached 
at 20. after which there is a steady decline. 

The findings are based on an intensive 
statistical study of death rates in 1947, the 
last year for which complete statistics, are 
available. In that year the rate for all 
males advanced from about two per 100,000 
for the ages between 5 and 9 to 76 per 
100,000 for those over 75. For males the 
rate increased from 7.8 per 100,000 between 
birth and 4 years to 111 per 100,000 at 75 
and over. For females the advance was 
from 7.2 to 58.6. The population estimates, 
it is emphasized, are speculative and some 
revision may be necessary with the comple- 
tion of the next census, 

With modern case-finding methods, it is 
pointed out in another Public Health Serv- 
ice report, enormous advances have been 
made in the cities toward final eradication 
of the disease. The same does not apply 
to the country districts and the possibility 
is faced that eventually the old “white 
plague,” predominantly an urban disease, 
will become exclusively rural. In the farm 
areas it is more difficult to launch case- 
finding campaigns. 

Questions and Answers 
A reader can get the answer to any question •f fact by Writing Tlie Evening Stv- Information Please Inclose three (3) cents for return postage. Bureau. 310 Eye gt. n.e.. Washington 2, D. C. 

By THE HASKIN SERVICE 
Q. Iron and steel fence posts rust off at 

the ground level. Is there anything that 
can be brushed on them before putting them 
in the ground?—E. R. G. 

A. An essential requirement for protec- 
tive coatings for underground use is that 
they have sufficient thickness. As paint 
films are much thinner than the minimum 
requirement for protection, it is unlikely 
that any paint will give suitable protection 
for iron and steel fence posts unless, by re- 
peated applications, a coating having a 
minimum thickness of 0.05 inch can be 
built up. Coatings of adequate thickness 
can most readily be obtained by applying a 
bituminous coating material in the molten 
state. In fact, this is the standard prac- 
tice in coating underground pipe lines. 

Q. Should a soldier remove his cap when 
talking to a lady?—C. O’B. 

A. Military etiquette requires thlt a sol- 
dier under arms should keep his cap on when 
talking to a woman either indoors or out- 
doors. If he is not armed, he should remove 
his cap. 

Q. Why is French bread served with the 
slices held together by the bottom crust’— 
W. E. P. 

A. Not to cut all the way through keeps 
the slices close together and helps to main- 
tains the freshness and taste of the bread. 

Q. What is Included in “good will” when a 
business is sold?—C. I. N. 

A. It is defined as the evaluation placed 
upon .the reputation, patronage, drawing 
power, and other intangible advantages pos- 
sessed by a business concern in operation, 
including name and good disposition of its 
customers. 

Lost Tree 
How easily he has wood-sawers out 

Hit giant perfect maple, and how hard 
It is for me, who loved it, not to shut 

My heart against him. Always must 
his yard 

Be strangely bare now, and the patch of 
**v, 

Where wind unstngingly will hurry by, 
Be flaunted by a towering ghost where 

hung • 

The orioles’ home in summertime, the 
cloud 

Of gold in fall, where squirrels frisked 
among 

the strong familiar branches. I have 
vowed / 

To look through others’ eyes, but I cannot 
see * 

Any improvement as fair as his lost tree. 
a ELAINE V. EMANS. 


