
Job of Appropriations 
Has Become Too Big 
For Present System 

Both Parties Must Find 
Way to Co-ordinate 
Work of Congress 

By David Lawrence 
Sometimes it is easy to “over- 

look the obvious.” This time the 
“obvious” happens to be the 
breakdown of big government. 

For whatever may be said of the 
record of the 81st Congress, the 
fact remains that the legislative 
job has become too big for the 
present legislative system. 

To appropriate $44,500,000,000 
Is a tremendous job. 

In wartime, of course, big 
appropriations slide through in 
blank check fashion. Whatever 
the military wants, it gets. The 
executive prepares the requests 
and the legislative branch accepts 
the figures without too much 
questioning or debate. 

In peacetime, the pressure of 
groups to get some of the $44,500,- 
000,000 is indescribable. 

Actually there were requests for 
nearly twice this sum. Had the 
military budget been accepted by 
the President as originally 
planned, it would have run closer 
to $22,000,000,000 than $15,000,- 
0*0,000. 

“Contract Authority.” 
The indirect consequences of 

the session of Congress go far 

beyond the sums actually author- 
ized for spending. It is the “con- 

tract authority” and the starting 
of projects for which annual 
sums will be voted for many years 
hereafter that make the job of 
appropriating money so difficult 
even for the members of Congress 
themselves to follow. 

Assuming 100 per cent fidelity 
to their tasks and leaving out 
partisanship of any kind, the same 

pressures have been exerted on 

the 81st Congress as on the 80th 
Congress. 

Where billions of dollars are 

being handed out, the materialis-j 
tic and acquisitive streak that | 
emerges in any economic democ- 
racy is sooner or later trans- 
formed into political pressures. 
Whether it is an Air Force or a 

Navy or an Army appropriation, 
the business interests that can 

profit by such contracts are very 
much alert to the opportunities. 
Local areas put pressure on both 
Republicans and Democrats. The 
81st Congress, for example, au- 

thorized $741,000,000 more for one 

armed service than the President 
or the Joint Chiefs of Staff or the 
director of the budget requested. 

It would be easy to blame the 
executive for excessive spending 
but fairness does not permit any 
such conclusion. The executive 
recommends but the legislative 
body does the actual spending. 

If, therefore, there is a big 
deficit, it is much more the fault 
of the Congress than of the Presi- 
dent. 

Why does Congress insist on 

spending more than is being col- 
lected in taxes? The only answer 

is to blame the American system 
of politics—and this means pres- 
sures from those persons outside 
the Government who bring the in- 
fluence of votes to bear on Con- 
gress. 

Not Altogether at Fault 

So Congress is not altogether 
at fault. Back home are prospec- 
tive candidates ready to make 

political capital out of the fail- 
ure of members of Congress to 
vote for particular appropriations 
desired by their constituents. This 
is true inside both parties. 

The sympathies of the country 
can well be extended to the Con- 
gress. For the work has grown so 

extensive and the problems so 

complex that members cannot 
possibly keep up with their jobs. 
The number of committees has 
been cut down by the reorganiza- 
tion plan enacted into law a 

couple years ago. Yet the work 
of the committees has visibly in-; 
creased. 

Members of Congress cannot 
possibly attend to their volumi- 
nous correspondence from constit- 
uents, handle callers, study cur- 
rent problems on which they must 
legislate, attend committee meet- 
ings and keep up with the require- 
ments of a 1949 legislative ses- 
sion. It is just too much. 

Government has gotten too big. 
What happened in the session just 
closed was a collapse of the old 
system which was tottering any- 
way. Some better method of co- 

ordinating the work of each House 
of Congress must be devised. It 
Is not the lengthy debate and 
talk that consume time—it is 
the work of the committees. That 
situation cannot be helped until 
the country and the leaders of 
both parties recognize that, en- 

tirely apart from the demands 
for new laws and repeal of old 
ones, it is a colossal task to decide 
how to apportion or allocate $44,- 
500,000,000. 
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This Changing World 
French More Interested in Tito-Stalin 
Feud Than Other Political Questions 

By Constantine Brown 
Paris (By Airmail).—"Titoism” 

is the word used by the French to 
describe Yugoslav Marshal Tito’s 
challenge to Moscow. 

The French 

and the aver- 
age French piti- 
zen show a 
keener interest \ i 
in the struggle j 
between Bel-; 
grade and Mos- i 
cow than in i 
any other po- 
litical develop- 
ment in Europe. 

The interna- 
tional implica- 
tions Of what C»n*t*ntlne Brown, 

is described here as the "battle 
between David and Goliath” are 

put in their proper perspective. 
But the effect of this struggle on 
the French political scene is what 
interests most French spectators. 

“Titoism” already has dented the 
solid ranks of the French Com- 
munist Party and is expected to 
have even wider repercussions. 
The decline in the circulation of 
the Communist newspapers in 
France is a fair indicator. The 
circulation of L’Humanite, the 
official daily newspaper of the 
Communist Party, has dropped 37,- 
000 in the last eight months. Ce 
Soir, its evening edition, has lost 
39,000. On the other hand, the 
newspaper Franc-Tireur, ondte 
very closely associated with the 
Communist high command and 
now favoring Tito’s cause, has 
gained in comparison with its 
former political sister papers. 

While Maurice Thorez, Andre 
Marty and the other old-line Com- 
munists regard Moscow as the 
supreme master, there is a definite 
move within the party to follow 
Tito’s example and create what 
soon will be called a French Na- 
tionalist-Communist group. It 
ivill follow the doctrines established 
by Karl Marx and Lenin, but will 
refuse to take orders from Moscow. 
Moscow Interference Resented. 

There are indications that mem- ! 
bers of the French Communist 
Party have become resentful of 
Moscow’s interference in their do- j 
mestic affairs. For instance, in 
the fall of 1948 the Communist1 
headquarters ordered a general j strike. The French government 
was compelled to mobilize sev- 
eral classes of reservists. About. 
120,000 men were called to the 
colors. 

When Gen. Revets, the French | 
army chief of staff, signed that^ 
order he knew he was taking a 
serious risk, for more than one- 
third of the men to be called were 
card-holding members of the 
Communist Party. The govern- 
ment and the general staff were 
afraid that once the recruits were 
inducted they either would refuse j 
to join their units or would 
mutiny. 

Nothing happened, however. 
There was no defiance. Accord- 
ing to the officers, the reason for 
this remarkable sign of loyalty 
by the reservists was that the 
younger men in the Communist 
Party began to resent Moscow’s 
interference in France’s affairs.1 
The party headquarters had made ! 
the mistake of emphasizing Rus-! 

sia's instructions that the strike 
must be made a success. 

The second indication occurred 
this spring, when there was 
trouble in the mining areas of 
the north and 40,000 men had 
to be mobilized again. They were 
mostly miners and about 25 per 
cent of them were members of 
the Communist Party. Again 
there was some discussion in the 
War Ministry. Would these strik- 
ing miners behave like soldiers 
when they were called to the col- 
ors and ordered to guard the 
mines against violence by their 
fellow workers? Once more the 
army chief gambled and won. 
The men answered the call with i 
few exceptions and obeyed orders 
without murmur. 

When questioned by intelligence 
officers on both of these occasions 
those who were members of the 
Communist Party answered the 
truth and added that they in- 
tended to remain in the party. 
But after all, they said, the gov- 
ernment is the government and 
its order in matters such as mo- 
bilization must take precedence 
over the orders of the party or- 
ganization. 
They Are Frenchmen After A11. 
This new philosophy, w'hich 

some now call “Titoism,” is by no 
means general among the 600,- 
000 members and 1,500,000 affil- 
iates of the Communist Party. 
But as far as can be ascertained, 
it is well spread among the 
younger generation. Their en- 
thusiasm for the tenets of Com- 
munism is mingled with the feel- 
ing that they are, after all, 
Frenchmen. 

The Cominform does not like 
these developments, which have 
become even more pointed since 
the recent open break with Tito. 
There are strong rumors that 
there will soon be a reshuffle in 
the high command of the party in 
Prance and that new men will 
take the places of those who have 
led the party up to now. 

“Titoism” in moderation is wel- 
comed by the military, whose task 
is to organize a new French army 
with American weapons in as 
short a time as possible. There 
is ample manpower in France 
with which to create the 15 
new combat divisions which has 
been set as her goal within the 
next five years. But some French 
generals admitted quite frankly 
that until recently they were 
somewhat concerned over their 
ability to meet the quota assigned 
to them because of Communist 
interference. 

One of Stalin’s rare communi- 
cations to Thorez fell into the 
hands of the government and was 
skillfully exploited. It was dated 
September, f846, and said, in 
effect, that only geographical 
considerations have prevented 
the Red armies from helping to 
establish Communism in France, 
as they did in Yugoslavia, Ro- 
mania and Bulgaria. If the So- 
viet lorces had been able to reach 
the French frontiers France un- 
questionably would have had a 
Communist regime. 

Tliis letter was little publicized 
in the press because of interna- 
tional political considerations. 
But it was successfully used to 
break the unity of the Communist 
Party which heretofore was con- 
sidered unbreakable. 

Slogans to Confuse 
Big Interests Seized on Word ‘Statism’ 
To Block Adjustments in U. S. Economy 

By Thomas L. Stokes 
The most’ significant develop- 

ment of the first session of the 
81st Congress and of the political 
year to which its adjournment 
was a climax 
was the high- 
est powered, 
most expensive 
propaganda 
campaign 1 n 

many years by 
big economic 
interests to 
check adjust- 
ments in our 

economy em- 
bodied in the 
Truman social 
welfare pro- 
gram, 

Those who ,Thom“**■ SUke*- 

have been on the scene here and 
who are familiar with such cam- 
paigns in the past can testify to 
its strength and purposes. 

Seeking simple slogans to con- 
fuse, it lighted upon “statism” as 
a conjure word against the welfare 
program. This was conveniently 
supplied by a Southern Democrat 
formerly high in Roosevelt and 
Truman councils, James F. Byrnes 
of South Carolina. This, of itself, 
indicates the bi-partisan nature 
of the campaign which draws 
on elements in both parties, ultra- 
conservative Southern Democrats 
and Republicans, who have car- 
ried it forward legislatively in the 
old, familiar coalition in Con- 
gress. 

Strength in Confusion. 

There is, in fact, no longer 
party government in Washington. 
This is both the strength and 
weakness of the revived campaign. 
Its strength is. in the confusion It 
promotes. Its weakness is in the 
lack of a party to front for it as 

a party. 
How spurious is this “statism” 

stuff, how synthetic, how decep- 
tive, may be shown very simply. 

The Truman Fair Deal program, 
which suddenly has become “stat- 
ism” or sarcastically “the welfare 
state” or “socialism,” is no more 
and no less than the program 
Harry Truman laid before Con- 
gress in January, 1946, in his 
first annual message, and is noth- 
ing more nor les^ than left-overs of 
the Roosevelt New Deal, five 
times ratified by the voters, that 
had been suspended during a 
global war. 

As long as it got nowhere, its 
opponents in both parties did not 
bother themselves. Instead they 
concentrated their energies in the 
79th Democratic Congress and 

particularly in the succeeding Re- 
publican 80th Congress in trying 
to weaken and break, down some 
New Deal safeguards for the 
public interest and some instituted 
long before the New Deal, es- 
pecially in the field of utility regu- 
lation and public power policy. 
This counter-New Deal drive got 
fresh, but brief, impulse in the 
temporary setback of the Tru- 
man fbrces in the 1946 election. 

But only a slight taste of that 
bi-partisan counter-revolution was 
enough. Surprising vigor for con- 
tinued New Dealism came to light 
in last November’s election to con- 
found the prophets. 

Quickly a new line was devised. 
The election, it was said, was 
somehow a fluke. This description 
carried some weight in the early 
part of the Congress when little 
got done. There were jokes about 
the “Eighty Worst” Congress, 
going back to Mr. Truman’s crack 
about the Eightieth. 

Patient and Persistent. 
The President was patient and 

persistent. Finally there was a 

break-through with the long- 
range housing bill in June, and 
other measures suddenly were 

found to be moving forward, if 
slowly. Then the air was filled 
with cries of woe and rage. 

Jimmy Byrnes got off his 
“statism” attack which was fol- 
lowed by Herbert Hoover’s “last 
mile to collectivism.” The bi- 
partisan front was reorganized. 
Unhappily for it, the coalition in 

Congress was becoming less effec- 
tive. A minimum wage increase 

bill, formerly bitterly fought by 
many Southerners, got through 
both House and Senate, and only 
two Southern Democrats, and no 
other Democrats, voted against 
the social security expansion bill 
in the House. 

But there was another ally. This 
was Russia and communism. It 
was exploited frenziedly in the 
new crusade in the effort to 
identify all sorts of welfare meas- 
ures and their advocates with 
“communism.” Russia’s discovery 
of the atom bomb process added 
the necessary fright item to the 
catalogue. • 

A new hobgoblin has been 
created out of whole cloth and at 
considerable expense, but by those 
who can afford the cost of all the 
modern propaganda techniques. 
It will be waved around like the 
old “bloody shirt” in the nexf ses- 
sion and in the congressional elec- 
tions next year to embarrass fair 
and honest Democrats and Re- 
publicans. 
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Clear Call, Sounded 
Pakistan Seeks Closer Ties to West 
As Barrier to March of Communism 
By Doris Fleeson 

KARACHI, Pakistan. (By Air- 
mail). — A clear call is sounded 
here for closer ties between the 
Western world and Islam as a 
barrier to the __ 

march of com- 
munism i n 

Asia. 
It comes 

from highly 
placed Pakistan 
officials who 
claim friend- 
ship and ad- 
miration for 
America despite 
current differ- 
ences. They de- 
clare that 

__ 

America does 
not yet see all Dori.riee.on. 

that it stands to gain by increased 
association with the Moslem 
world. 

The United States is losing the 
battle with communism in the 
East, they assert as they point to 
China, Burma, Formosa. Yet they 
see no real effort being made by 
the West for Islam, the only com- 

munity that communism has yet 
to penetrate. 

‘Can Still Save East.’ 
“You can still save the East,” 

exclaimed one influential Pakis- 
tani. “Help us to grow more food. 
Send your agriculture mission- 
aries to show us how to save and 
develop our land. If you help us 
to feed and clothe ourselves, com- 
munism can never succeed here. 

“Our people are conservative 
and religious-minded. If they 
get any kind of life in their own 

way, they will never change. Right 
now they are so miserable they are 
vulnerable to false promises.” 

Pakistani point to their homo- 
geneous population (they do not 
mention its terrible cost in the 
forced migrations) and a> rela- 
tively stable economic j^sition, 
due principally to Jute. They 
have one of the rare countries 
that has a favorable balance of 
trade With America. 

It is sorrowfully admitted that 
for long years nothing like the 
American standard of living is 
possible. Their hopes are pinned 
on agriculture. They have sur- 

plus wheat now and model irriga- 
tion projects. Within five years, 
they expect, by irrigation, to 
bring another 5,000,000 acres into 
production. 

They want some factories but 
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none yet that will transform 
their 5,000,000 handweavers into 
useless, landless labor. 

Their dependence on five rivers 
to transform their desert land is 
the root cause of their battle for 
Kashmir which is before the 
United Nations. Three of those 
five rivers rise in Kashmir. The 
loss of the province would, they 
insist, put their entire irrigation 
system in jeopardy. 

Kashmir is predominantly Mos- 
lem. India’s case rests upon the 
technical point that Kashmir ac- 
ceded to India by the act of its 
Hindu Maharajah, Hari Singh, 
who will be remembered by tab- 
loid readers as the Mr. X of a 
famous crime case. 

Best Argument. 
Objective observers believe that 

Pakistan’s best argument is In- 
dia’s own action in the case of 
Junagarh. Junagarh’s ruler ac- 
ceded to Pakistan: India said the 
majority were Hindus and went in 
and took it herself. 

Pakistani wants a plebiscite and 
they want it quick before, they 
put it, the balance of Kashmir’s 
population is artificially altered. 
Discussing it, they revert to their 
theme that they can be a bar be- 
tween communism and the sub- 
continent. 

They declare that the Batahn 
tribesmen, the Moslem hill people 
whom the British never really 
subdued, are a natural border be- 
tween Afghanistan and Russia, on 
the one side, and India and Pak- 
istan on the other. The tribes- 
men, they insist, will hold the 
line so long as Kashmir is not 
taken away from Islam. 

(Released by the Bell Syndicate. Inc.) 

McLemore— 
Revenue Bureau Gives 
Him a Bit of a Shock 
By Henry McLemore 

The donkey is the symbol of the 
administration in power, but you'd 
never know it by a slip of paper 
I found in my 
desk today, 
when I was 

tidying it up 
after an ab- 
sence of several 
months. 

You’d swear 
that the ele- 
phant, cele- 
brated for his 
long memory, 
was running 
things in 
W a s h i n gton, 
because the slip 
Of paper was Henry McLemore. 

from the Collector of Internal 
Revenue dunning me for money 
he says I owe for the year 1941. 

Stamped across the slip, in red 
ink and all capital letters, was 

“Formerly Military Deferred.” 
The collector let me forget it 

during the war years because I 
was in service, but now that 
atomic-bomb peace has settled on 
the land, he wants it. 

Let me say right now that he is 
going to get it. He can’t miss. 
The past performance of the In- 
ternal. Revenue Bureau proves 
that even if a man takes up tight- 
rope walking, under the name of 
Senor J. Huiy Falloff, and grows a 

moustache against h i s wife’s 
wishes, the Feds Mil uncover him 
some day, even though he be per- 
forming in Little- Rock, and col- 
lect. 

Such Beautiful Dreams 

But a man can dream, can't he? 
I have had some beautiful 

dreams about how the Govern- 
ment had forgotten I owed that 
money, and how the Government 
had said to itself that I was such 
a nice little soldier that it would 
let bygones be bygones and not 
bother to turn the wheels of 
Washington to extract blood from 
a turnip. 

As much as I hate to have to 
pay the money, I can’t help but 
have a new respect for the thou- 
sands of office workers who spend 
their days sorting out tens of 
thousands of singlicates, dupli- 
cates and triplicates. 

Honesty (plus the fact that I 
haven’t enough money to pay the 
1941 tax at the moment) forces 
me. to confess that I was rather 
shocked by the bill. For some rea- 

son, I sort of thought I had 
walked off that debt, if nothing 
else. If the Government had given 
me a credit of only 5 cents a mile 
I am sure I would have hoofed it 
off between New Caledonia and 
Manila. 

Country Lets Him Down. 

I rather felt that a country 
would give a soldier at least a 
dime off his delayed-action in- 
come tax every time he got hit 
on the head by a falling cocoanut. 

Or 15 cents off for each time he 
had to see officers taking a slug of 
“Black Locker” spirits while he 
attempted to drown his lonesome- 
ness in an occasional warm beer. 

Too, it seemed to me that a 

thoughtful country would be 
willing to forget the income tax 
of a middle-aged soldier who, 
every’time he wrote his wife from 
civilization’s backwaters, had to 
suffer the torture of knowing that 
the letter had to be read and 
censored by a beardless thing who 
had been made an alleged gentle- 
man (not a soldier, mind you) by 
act of Congress. 

Oh, by the way, let me remind 
the Government of this: when I 
was in the Army they had every- 

thing planned to take care of ms 
in case I suffered from shock. 

But what about now? I am in 
a state of shock, thanks to this 
back income tax notice. 

Help! 
(•Distributed by McNaught Syndicate. Inc.) 
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