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After Dark 
They Won’t Get George Kaufman 

Into Any of Those Cabarets 

By Horry MacArthur 

George S. Kaufman, the play- 
wright, Is a mortal foe of night 
club life, l^is name, in fact, 
heads the list. A night club is 
what Mr. Kaufman would not be 
caught, dead in one of. If every- 
one else in the world decided one 

night to go to night clubs, they 
all could go with Mr. Kaufman’s 
blessing but without his company. 

One of Mr. Kaufman's present 
projects finds him acting as a 

member of the panel of a tele- 
vision show called “This Is 
Broadway.” Sometimes it seems 
to be called "This Is Show Busi- 
ness.” Whatever it is called, it 
is a sort of clinic, conducted by 
Clifton Fadiman, to which people 
in show business bring their prob- 
lems. “Should I hire a writer 
or keep on using these tired old 
jokes?” and problems like that. 

As a framework for a video 
variety show this gag probably is 
as good as any and may even 
be better than Ed Sullivan. But 
it has its shortcomings. These 
were hinte’d at on the very first 
show, when Bandleader Artie 
Shaw looked blandly at Mr. Fadi- 
man and said “Really, I don’t 
have a problem in the world.” 

Duke Ellington turned up on a 
recent show. His problem was 
not the defunct local night club 
named Duke Ellington’s, which 
he backed here awhile back, 
though that venture certainly 
could have been classified as a 

problem. Mr. Ellington was con- 
cerned with larger things. How 
could night club business be in- 
creased. he wanted to know, so 
that cabaret owners could afford 
to pay name orchestras instead 
of allowing them to disband? 

If Mr. Ellington thought he 
was going to get any sympathy 
for night club owners he soon 
found out that he was in the 
wrong place. Mr. Kaufman lis- 
tened to Mr. Ellington, thought 
for a moment and then delivered 
his first and final opinion. 

“There’s a lot of better enter- 

tainment than night clubs,” he 
said firmly. Abe Burrows, an- 
Dther member of the panel, chose 
that moment to emerge from deep 
contemplation of Mr. Ellington’s 
problem. He arrayed himself right 
alongside Mr. Kaufman as Public 
Night Club Enemy No. 2. He 
hadn’t known about this problem 
of night club operators before 
but it’s a good thing, he decided. 
If people aren’t flocking to night 
clubs, it means the populace is 
generally happy. 

“You gotta be feeling mighty 
low to want to go sit down in a 
lotta smoke,” said Mr. Borrows. 

* * * * 

Operators of cheerful, well- 
ventilated cabarets who resent 
this attitude will please direct 
their resentment at Mr. Burrows, 
hot at us. He said it. 

* * * * 
Bob Simpson and his orchestra, 

who make more music than most 
bands twice that size, keep win- 
ning new admirers. Among them 
must be anyone hearing them for 
the first time at last Sunday 
night’s celebrity night at the Saz- 
erac Room of the Old New Or- 
leans. Among the guest enter- 
tainers was Virginia Bradley, the 
talented young lass from the 
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Shown In a Settitig of 
Real Wood Roses flown in 
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Catholic University Speech and 
Drama Department, who was a 
summertime star at the Wardman 
Park Metronome Room. <> 

Miss Bradley’s songs are not 
sung straight, but are special 
arrangements and that is the 
way she sang them. Listening 
to Mr. Simpson’s orchestra be- 
hind her, led by Prank Coviello's 
alert piano, you’d have thought 
they had spent the afternoon re- 
hearsing. Orchestra and Miss 
Bradley were meeting for the first 
time, though, when she got up 
to sing. 

Johnny Bradford and Tony 
Romani, who have been held over 
for a third week at the Sazerac 
Room in their first night club 
engagement, think highly of the 
Simpson crew, too. In fact, Mr. 
Bradford would like to take the 
orchestra along with him when he 
and Mr. Romano go to New York 
to do their radio show from there 
and make some records. As a 
next best thing, he'd like to see 
Mr. Simpson move into the spot 

he is vacating on WNBW’s “Tele- 
vision Journal.” 

Mr. Bradford things so highly 
of this idea that he sounds like 
Mr. Simpson’s agent when he talks 
of the bandleader’s musical talent 
and possibilities as a video per- 
former. Come to think of it. Mr. 
Simpson would be a good man for 
WNBW to try in that spot. 

* * * * 

It was Florian ZaBach and 
violin who stole the show at last 
Friday night’s “Champagne and 
Orchids” opening at the May- 
flower Lounge, an event which 
has come to be a sort of an- 
nual Homecoming Game for the 
orchestra leader. Herb Shriner 
and the DiGatanos were ap- 
plauded, all right, but Mr. ZaBach 
was warmly welcomed back. 

Incidentally, a spy of ours re- 

ports that a large group of ardent 
non-admirers of Mr. Shriner met 
in the ladies lounge off the May- 
flower Lounge during and after 
his performance. 

We told her that didn't mean 
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he wasn’t funny and that, in 
truth, he was very funny, indeed. 
It’s just that women, as a rule, 
are literal-minded and see noth- 
ing funny in hyperbole or the 
ridiculous, we said, but this 
learned argument got us nowhere. 

“Indiana c o m e d i a n.” she 
growled acidly and with what 
seemed to be deep significance. 
There didn’t seem to be any an- 
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Yes, Halos! 
and they deserve ’em, too! 

• TfT1811 we P® have real* halos to pass out 
▼V this week! 
We’d place them on the heads of the big- 

hearted men and women who are calling 
on their neighbors, soliciting for our Com- 
munity Chest. 

They’re giving double. First, they’ve 
given their own money; now they’re giving 
themselves. 

When your worker calls on you, give 
him—orher-a good break. He’s taking 
time and energy from his own job. She’s 
giving up precious time with her family to 
do this much-needed Community service. 

Remember what they’re doing benefits 
us all... Yes, you too. For your Red Feather 

services protect health, help families in 
trouble, offer kids wholesome sports, play 
and a fair start in life. 

You’ve got a selfish interest in keeping 
the quality of your Red Feather services 
at a high level. 

So have your check—ahfl a smile—ready 
when your worker calls on you. Send him 
more light-heartedly on to his next stop. 
That’s all the halo he wants! 

COMMUNITY CHEST 
—. Many Campaigns in f .1 ■■ .. ■■ •* 

advertising for the Community Chest has been contributed by the following firms”*~““~“““““"“'“‘““"““'l~'™“l*'““'“‘'“'^^“” 
* V Acacia Mutual Life Insurance Ca. • Beckers Leather Goods Company, Inc. • Brooks, Inc. • Capital Transit Co. • Chesapeake b Potomac Telephone Co. • Cohen's 

Picture Store • District Grocery Stares, Inc. • Erlebacher, Inc. • Julius Garfinckel fr Ca. • Washington Gas Light Co. • George's Radio fr Television Co. • 

Giant Pood Shopping Center, Inc. • Goldenbarg's • Greener of 1325 F Street • Wm. Hahn » Company • The Hecht Co. • Jelleff's • S. Kann's Sons Co. 
• Lensburgh b Bro. • Lacy's • Maser Masterpieces • The Mode, Inc. • G. C. Murphy Co. • Neisner's • Peerless Modem House • Potomac Electric 
Power Co. • Raleigh Haberdasher • B. Rich's Sons • H. L. Rust b Co. • Lewis b Thos. Salts • Soars Roebuck S' Co. • Shannon b Luehs • H. G. 

Smithy Co. • Woodward S' Lothrop. 


