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Settle the Steel Strike 
It is about time to settle the steel strike. 

Certainly it has been going long enough, 
and has done enough damage, both to 

the immediate parties and to the national 
welfare. 

Actually, the industry and the union 
are not, and never have been, very far 

apart. The main issue, and the only real 
issue, is whether the industry should pay 
the full cost of pensions and social insur- 

ance, or whether there should be some 

contribution from the employes. 
The United States Steel Corporation, 

which can be expected to set the pattern 
for Big Steel, has offered to pay the ten 
eents an hour for pensions and insurance 
recommended by the fact-finding board. 
It insists, however, that the employes, as a 

matter of principle, should make some 

contribution to the benefits. Exactly what 
this issue of principle is has never been 
made clear. There is a strong suspicion, 
however, that what the industry really 
fears is the establishment of a precedent 
which would encourage the union to come 

back year after year with higher and 
higher benefit demands, all at industry’s 
expense. » 

CIO President Philip Murray seems 

equally adamant. And he is in a pretty 
tight spot. The fact-finding board recom- 

mended industry-paid pensions as a sort 
of quid pro quo for abandonment of the 
union wage demand. The coal miners, 
Including those in the steel industry’s 
captive mines, have pensions and other 
benefits for which they pay nothing. So 
do the Ford employes. And so do many 
other workers in other segments of in- 
dustry. If Mr. Murray should accept the 

•principle of employe contributions it is 
at least doubtful that he could retain his 
political position in the CIO, and while 
that may not be of primary concern to 
the people as a whole it is important to 
Mr. Murray. * 

; So the chances are that he would wel- 
come an acceptable way out. Of course, 
no equitable settlement can be reached 
if Mr. Murray persists in his refusal to 
bargain separately with the smaller com- 

panies, or if he adheres to the view that 
companies which cannot afford to pay 
the full amount have no right to be in 
business. But there is .reason to believe 
that Mr. Murray could be brought to see 
the light of reason on these spgondary 
questions if he could get a satisfactory 
adjustment of the major issue. 

At any rate, it is worth trying. United 
States Steel says it is prepared to pay 
the ten cents which has been recom- 
mended. Why should it not go one more 

step and say that it will pay the ten cents 
this year without any employe contribu- 
tion, provided «it is clearly and expressly 
Understood that any future demands for 
higher pensions and insurance benefits 
will have to be based on employe con- 
tributions? 

Perhaps this compromise has already 
been suggested and turned down. If so, 
It ought to be carefully reconsidered. For 
a settlement along this line would offer 
substantial protection to the industry 
against what it presumably fears most— 
undetermined future costs. It would also 
greatly strengthen the position of thg 
industry in public estimation, and the 
industry ought not to overlook the fact 
that the time will come again when it 
will need and welcome the support of a 
favorable public opinion. 

We Lag in Jet Airliners 
The record-breaking London-to-Libya 

flight of the world’s first big jet airliner, 
the de Havilland Comet, dramatizes the 
remarkable lead which the British air- 
craft industry has attained over our own 

designers and manufacturers of passenger 
planes. America is being left far behind 
in the contest for airline supremacy—a 

* 

handicap which^ it will be hard to over- 

come in the predictable future. 
The Comet, powered by four jets, made 

the trip to North Africa and back in about 
six and a half hours’ flying time, averag- 
ing 450 miles an hour. It carried ballast 
equivalent to a full passenger load of 
thirty-six. But the Comet is not Britain’s 
Only jet transport, by any means. Half 
a dozen major aircraft companies are 

racing to get into production with as many 
new mod"'-: of the airliners of the future. 
Britain confidently expects to monopolize 
the jet-airliner business by 1955 or earlier. 
Her nationalized airlines hope to have jet- 
powered planes crossing oceans and conti- 
nents on a global basis within the next 
tew years. 

Meanwhile, America is yet to develop its 
first jet transport, despite much talk and 
planning. The reason for this lag is not 
hard to find. In Britain the'government 
has subsidized jet-airliner development to 
an estimated sum of a hundred million 
dollars. %Canada, too, is subsidizing its 
commercial jet industry. The British 
manufacturers not only receive help in 
research and development but are assured 
of a market for all the jet planes they can 

produce. The nationalized airlines are 

awaiting eagerly mass production of the 
Comet and other liners. British Overseas 
Airways and the allied British European 
Airways have placed an initial order for 
fifty of the new Jet craft, for use first on 

continental and empire routes. Eventually 

British Overseas Airways plans to Jet- 
propel all of its transatlantic planes. 

Need for a Government-sponsored and 
subsidized “prototype” jet transport pro- 
gram has been pointed out by the Presi- 
dent’s Air Policy Commission, the Congres- 
sional Aviation Policy Board and other 
groups and individuals. The' national 
defense will benefit from such peacetime 
transport development*. But the program 
remains on paper and in the minds of its 
proponents. Until some such Federal-aid 
program is adopted, there is little like- 
lihood that American industry will get 
started toward trying to make up the 
ground already lost in the international 
jet-transport competition. 
• 

Britain Trims Her Sails 
The Immediate reaction to the economies 

announced by Prime Minister Attlee is 
that he has not cut deeply enough into 
British spending. 

It is hard to say whether this is a valid 
criticism. The total reduction is about 
$784,000,000, or about 8 per cent of the 
projected budget. This certainly is not 
an inconsequential cut for a nation whose 
people, or many of frhose people, have 
been enduring standards of living far 
below those which prevail in this country. 
Of course,, if this reduction in spending 
is, not enough to restrain the inflationary 
trends anticipated as a result of the 
devaluation of the pound, the consequences 
will be very serious for Britain. The pound 
was devalued primarily to facilitate British 
exports to the dollar areas. The theory 
was that, with- devaluation, the selling 
price of British goods could be brought 
down to a point where British producers 
could sell their products for dollars in a 

competitive market. Unless she earns 
these dollars, Britain cannot purchase the 
food and other items obtainable only in 
the dollar areas, and which are essential 
to the maintenance of Britain’s economy. 
Hence, the importance of curbing further 
inflation, for inflation inevitably means 

high pricey and if the prices of British 
goods .go up the selling opportunity pre- 
sented by devaluation will be wasted. 

It is much easier, however, to marshal 
tbe arguments for economies sufficiently 
drastic to curb inflation in Britain than 
to say just where that line ought to be 
drawn. There are other factors which 
the Prime Minister has to consider. One, 
of course, is the political effect on the 
Labor Party. Perhaps political considera- 
tions have no place in this, decision, but 
it is naive to suppose that they will not 
be considered. Another factor ooncems 
the reaction of British workers. In addi- 
tion to making governmental economies, 
wages must be kept from advancing, for 
a wage increase also would lead to infla- 
tion. But if the economies should bear 
down too severely on living standards it 
would be extremely difficult for the Attlee 
government to resist demands for higher 
wages, and this is something? that the 
Prime Minister, as the responsible official, 
has to weigh carefully against what other- 
wise might be desirable in the way of 
greater austerity. 

The reasonable conclusion from all of 
this is that the Labor government has 
taken a substantial step in the right 
direction. It may prove to be adequate. 
If not, there will be opportunity for still 
more economies. 

What is most surprising, and what has 
received relatively little comment, is 
Mr. Attlee’s failure to suggest anything 
in the nature of new incentives for greater 
production and increased exports to dollar 
markets. 

The government evidently still relies in 
this respect on appeals to patriotism, and 
it is true that these have b^en effective 
in isolated and relatively unimportant 
segments of industry. But until something, 
new is tried there is little reason to hope 
for significant improvement in either 
respect. For the worker, taxes cut deeply 
into increased earnings and there is little 
to buy with what he has left after taxes. 
The manufacturer is able to sell all that 
he produces in the sterling area, and the 
oppressive taxes that he must pay dis- 
courage the effort that would be necessary 
to seek out new markets in the dollar, area. 
These are conditions which will not be 
materially improved by economies, and 
as long as they prevail they will tend to 
rob Britain of the opportunity'for economic 
recovery which came with devaluation of 
the pound. It is not at all encouraging to 
see the British government persisting in 
its failure to cope with these aspects of 
its problem. 

Fra neo-Salazar Conference 
The ancient and beautiful city of Lisbon 

is outdoing itself by the pomp and cir- 
cumstance attending a state visit of more 
than local significance. The visitor is 
Generalissimo Francisco Franco who rules 
neighboring Spain. His hosts are Portu- 
gal’s President Carmona and Premier 
Oliveira Salazar—the self-effacing yet 
superefficient statesman who has really 
run the country for almost a quarter 
century. 

Spain and Portugal, dividing between 
them the Iberian Peninsula, albeit dis- 
proportionately, inevitably view the outrf 
world and its problems from the same 
basic point of view. This natural affinity 
is heightened by the similarity of their 
present governments, both authoritarian 
in character and both unalterably opposed 
to communism. Their foreign policies 
have been 'co-ordinated ever since they 
signed a treaty in 1939 providing for com- 
mon consultation and action in case of 
external danger to either. And both were 
fortunate enough to have escaped formal 
involvement in the late war. 

Portugal enjoys a better standing with 
the Western powers and was admitted to 
membership* in the North Atlanta Pact. 
Before joining, the Portuguese government 
consulted with its Spanish, ally to deter- 
mine how this adhesion would square with 
its obligations under the Iberian Pact of 
1939. Also, at the t'me of admission, 
Portugal made representations that Spain 
be also ihcluded. It is generally believed 
that Portugal would insist upon Spain’s 
inclusion in any treaty line-up of Mediter- 
ranean’nations. 

The,,cur rent Franco visit to Lisbon can 

logically be' interpreted as a reaffirmation 
of Iberian solidarity and a diplomatic 
maneuver to improve Spain’s international 
status, with special reference to the 
Western powers. This visit should be 
linked with other diplomatic moves such 
as Franco’s wooing of the Arab nations, 
emphasized by the recent visit of King 
Abdullah of Jordan to Spain, and Franco’s 

* 
* A 

invitation to King Farouk of Egypt. 
Portugal has a vital interest in seeing 

Spain strengthened militarily and eco- 

nomically as an effective bulwark against 
the hostility of international communism. 
The Pyrenees are Portugal’s first line of 
defehse against a threat from the East. 
It would be there that a Soviet invasion 
of Western Europe would have to be stayed 
if the Iberian Peninsula were to be saved 
from a Red submergence. The confer- 
ences now going on between the two 
Iberian chiefs of state undoubtedly cover 
those common objectives. 

Lights Out in Texas 
The interesting thing about a book- 

burner is that no one can tell which way 
he is going to jump. 

Down in Houston, Texas, the school 
board has banned the textbook “American 
Government.” It seems that the book 
contains a paragraph to the effect that 
we do not have pure capitalism in the 
United States, but rather a form of 
capitalism subject to increasing Govern- 
ment control. And the paragraph also 
cites the aspects of socialism and perhaps 
communism that are reflected in the 
postal system, some power projects, free 
public schools and old-age assistance 
according to need. 

ir mere are trends away from capitalism 
in the United States, which most certainly 
is the case, one would expect that the 
rugged individualists on the Houston 
school board would want the children to 
know about them. But apparently not. 
As one memher put it, if a school child 
“reads about the Post Office, free educa- 
tion and such things he’ll think they’re 
good and he -might think socialism and 
communism are good.” 

This is at least a novel approach to 
the issue of capitalism vs. the other isms. 
Keep the younger generation in total 
ignorance of what is going on in the 
country and, at.least, they will fprm no 
opinions favorable to socialism or com- 
munism. Meanwhile, of course, they will 
grow up to be like some adults—incapable 
of an intelligent opinion about anything_ 
and that, as it happens, creates a climate 
in which socialism and communism have 
the best chance of thriving. 

One can only hope that there Is a body of adult opinion in Houston which will 
try to make the school board understand 
that this country’s salvation does not lie 
in the direction of ignorance, and that 
when all things are balanced it is better 
to take the risk of letting children learn 
about such suspicious developments as 
the Post Office and the system of free 
education. 

This and That 
By Charles JE. Trace well 

“SILVER SPRING, Md. 
“Dear Sir: 

“Your nightly column is always a pleasure 
to read, not only because it caters to our 
interest in birds, but your writing style 
makes it doubly enjoyable. As a matter of 
fact, we subscribe to The Star—the wife, be- 
cause of the recipe articles, and I for your 
column. 

“Both of us would appreciate a word or 
two of advice on an idea we’ve been toying 
with for some time. It is this: 

“Bluebirds have been nesting for some 
years now in a house I set up for them about 
10 feet from the window. We see the pair 
come to look at it in the spring? One couple 
makes a nest, and rears the young and pass 
on. 

“Later, about this time of year, the 
same species return to the nest for a look-in 
on their way South. 

“The questions in our minds are, could 
these bluebirds be the same birds that were 
rarer here earlier in the year? Is there any 
humane way banding these little fellows to 
give us the thrill of identifying them? 

"If so, and assuming the marking is done 
■ just prior to their flying, what consideration 
if any should be given to neutralizing human 
scent to assure the parents’ unfailing atten- 
tion to the fledglings? Would you suggest 
choosing a time after roosting for the opera- 
tion ?- “Very respectfully, P. A. McG.” 

* * * * 
Bird banding is not to be undertaken 

lightly. 
In the first place, it requires a permit 

from the United States Pish and Wildlife 
Service, Department of the Interior. 

The service has been reluctant to issue 
permits for a variety of reasons. The labor 
of handling the incoming reports from all 
parts of the country ’made it necessary to 
cut down on the number. It was felt that 
there already were enough, and in some 
cases too many banders. 

This is a specialized work, demanding 
specially nyide traps, and very careful 
handling. » * 

Properly done, banding has given many 
special additions to our knowledge of birds. 

Among other facts, fliere have been dis- 
covered how long birds live, whether they 
come back to the same place each year, their 
migration routes, their speed in dying, facts 
as to theit adult plumage, and many habits. 

It may be realized that all this requires 
co-ordination from some central source if it 
is to mean anything. It also means that all 
who co-opefate must adopt, the same ways 
and the same iqethods. with the same 
terminology used to prevent confusion. 

All in all, bird banding is not a thing for 
a small personal finding, no matter how 
interesting it might prove. 

There are other ways of knowing about 
one’s own “personal" birds in the yard. The 
best of these is to try to select some dis- 
tinguishing mark on the bird or birds one 
is interested in. 

A little extta observation, as It might be 
called, usually made with a field glass or 

binoculars, will enable one to determine if 
the bird that returns is the bird which was 
there before. 

Wildbirds, when trapped, are really wild. 
Unless one has held a healthy cardinal in 
the hand one never realizes just how much 
struggle there is in a beautiful songster. 

The usual personal acquaintance of a 
household with a Wild bird is with one 
which has been injured or a small one which 
has fallen from the nest. 

Neither of these will put up much ,of a 
fight. 

But a healthy cardinal or bluebird will 
struggle mightily, when trapped and held, 
and'one must know exactly how to hold the 
creature, and how much pressure to use in 
restraining it. 

We believe that this is not at all advisable, 
bn the part of the home bird lover. Ours is 
but to watch and to wonder. If we watch 
enough, and wonder enough, we can get all 
the birds have to give us, and give them all 
that we can them. This two-way mutual 
admiration society results in good to the 
birds, and much interest to the human 
beings lnovlved. It also, might solve many 
little problems, such as* those of our good 
correspondent. If he still Wishes to go on 
with his project, let him acquire “The 
Manual for Bird Banders/’ by Lincoln and 
Baldwin, miscellaneous publication No. 58, 
Department of Agricluture and go on from 
there. t 

•. 

nit just to love the birds .and to know 
about them,bird banding is neither necessary 
nor advisable, in mos£ cases. 

I Letters to The Star 
Remembers October *7 
As Traditional Navy Day 
To the Editor of The Star: 

On this celebrated day, October 27, I wish 
to pay tribute to all Navy men who gave 
their lives in World War II, that the world 
might have freedom. 

I also most particularly wish to pay tribute 
to John G. Crommelin, Captain, U. S. N. 

MILDRED ARMSTRONG. 

Unorganized Groups Paying 
For Gains of the Organized 
To the Editor of The Star: 

The New Deal, and now the so-called Fair 
Deal, have been singing the siren song that 
everybody is entitled to something for noth- 
ing. 

Hitherto they have backed demands for 
higher and higher wages, supposedly paid 
for by the employers, but actually paid by 
the consuming public. 

Having not the shadow of excuse for 
higher wages at this time, the administra- 
tion, through the presidential fact finding 
board, has concocted the scheme of insur- 
ance and pensions paid for entirely by the 
employers. This means that it will be paid 
for entirely by the public. 

However, the liberals always have been 
liberal with other people’s property. The 
idea of insurance and pensions for steel 
workers is an excellent one. But the crux 

of the whole question is, who pays for it? 
It is axiomatic that a man is entitled only 

to what he earns. More than that is either 
stealing or charity., Therefore, the pay- 
ment of insurance arid pensions of the steel 
workers by the employer (which means the 
public) is nothing short of robbery through 
the coercive effect of a crippling strike. 
Should the steel workers win their fight for 
insurance and pensions paid for by the 

employers, it will mean higher prices for 
most of the" things we buy, for steel is a 

basic industry. 
The organized groups have oeen receiving 

more and more of the earned income of the 

country, whereas the unorganized have been 
receiving*relatively less and less and their 
living standards have declined accordingly 
while the living standards of the organized 
groups have increased. 

Let the "Fair Deal” administration give 
this country a real fair deal administration, 
instead of only lip service. 

SAMUEL R. BAUER. 
St. Marys City, Md. 

Would Allow Overage Employe 
To Bargain Individually 
To the Editor of The Star: 

In the controversy over pensions let’s not 
lose sight of the individual for whom they 
were devised—the older employe. Very often 
he does not feel ready for the pension shelf 
and keenly desires to work a few years 
longer. 

Yet it is rather common practice to retire 
him at an arbitrary age. Why? One rea- 

son is failure of the wage contract to recog- 
nize that men age unequally. The employer 
simply cannot afford to pay full wages to 
those old-timers who have begun to slow 
down. 

Then why not let him pay them what they 
are worth? Why not amend the wage con- 

tract to allow overage employes to bargain 
individually, subject to review by the unions’ 
business agents? 

Another solution would be broad expan- 
sion of part-time employment. Many old- 
sters—also housewives and others—are well 
worth standard wage rates for four hours, 
but find an eight-hour day too long. Why 
not. offer them part-time work? 

Vineland, N. J. ROBERT S. FIELD. 

Home-Cured Ham Is Passing 
From American Scene—Alas! 
To the Editor of The Star:' 

Being in the restaurant business, I make it 
a practice to eat in other places so that I 

may learn what is going on in my compet- 
itors’ establishments, and it is with alarm 
that I have observed the decline in a once 

noble American institution. I refer to 
that old stand-by: The bam sandwich. 

These new-fangled-style hams that come 

ready to slice are easy to use—just put ’em 
*on the slicing machine and slice ’em paper 
thin, slap one slice of this alleged meat 
between two slices of ready cut bread, and 
you have it. Or take the so-called Virginia 
ham. Not an old country cured job, no. 

Some factory-made concoction, cured in a 

hurry, cooked in haste, something that tastes 
like a motorman’s glove, both as to flavor 
and texture. 

Once upon a time I was able to get the 
hams I wanted, raised in Iowa—nurtured 
on golden corn, and tenderly cured by 
careful hands. And furthermore, I was able 
to select the hams I wanted. Then they 
would be scored, cloves were inserted, a 

brown sugar paste was applied and they were 

cooked s-l-o-w-l-y, while being basted, with 
a special sherry made for the purpose. The 
result was something to enthuse over. 

I don’t serve ham like that today. The 
public wants quick service at a price. Other 
restaurateurs are in the same fix. They 
have to operate in “the modem manner.” 

So, in a short time the old fashioned 
ham sandwich will have joined shoo fly pie 
and apple pan dowdy in the great limbo 
of forgotten thingg in American cookery. 

EpWARD B. RANSOHOFF 

Deplores Bus Operators’ Disobedience 
Of Rule About Ventilating Blowers 
To the Editor of The Star: 

This is the time of the year'when colds 
are prevalent and every one seems to be 
susceptible. Yet this also is the time of 
year when the drivers on the Capital Transit 
Co. buses completely ignore a company rule 
that the ventilating blowers should be op- 
erated unless four windows are open. 

The drivers seem to think that the only 
purpose of the blowers is to supply heat 
and some think that the blowers overheat 
the buses. So why are not the thermostatic 
controls set at about 65 degrees so that the 
public may have fresh air as well as be 
comfortable? 

And it would, do no harm to notify the 
drivers about the company rule requiring 
that the blowers be operated. 

HARRY C. PARKER 

American Libraries Abroad 
Questioned on Ground of Their Cost 
To the Editor of The Star : 

In the October issue of the Congressional 
Library’s Information Bulletin .there is an 

article by Kathleen E. Clifford, entitled 
“Organizing a Library in Lisbon,’’ in which 

/\ find the following: “I left the Library of 
Congress temporarily in 1948, at the request 
of the Department Of State; was made a 

foreign service staff officer, and was sent to 
Lisbon to set up a new United States Li- 
brary. • • * 

"The Department of State has established 
American libraries in many important cities* 
throughout the world. The majority of 
them are kept at a 10,000-volume maximum 
goal, and the collections are largely limited 
to1 books by American authors. Books, pe- 
riodicals, documents,' records, and musical 
scores, movies, photographs, and other vis- 
ual materials * * V 

"The first problem was to find a home 
for the future library. In November, 1948, 
through cooperation with ECA, the Embassy 
acquired space for the press and library 
operations in a handsome Old mansion in 

'an aristocratic part of the town * * *. 
“The old mansion has beautiful and digni- 

fied rooms and 1* set2 in a handsome garden 
.with river views. One of the largest rooms, ■■ 

which became the reading room of the li- 

Letters for publication must bear 
the signature and address of the 
writer, although it is permissible for 
a writer known to The Star to use 
a nom de plume. Please be brief. 

brary, has fine windows, tile-trimmed fire- 
place, beautiful crystal chandeliers, and 
floors of inlaid wood. * • * 

“The completion and installation of all 
the library furniture and equipment took 
several months. * • * 

“When the library had been organized, 
and the collections had grown to nearly 
3,000 volumes and 160 periodicals, including 
publications on order, the State Department 
called me httne to consider another library 
assignment in Brazil." 

It occurs to me that, as a large majority 
of the people in foreign countries do not 
speak or read English, Uncle Sam might 
furnish a staff of interpreters for each of 
his foreign libraries. 

To think that all of these expenditures 
are being made while our national debt of 
billions of dollars is rapidly increasing, and 
thousands of our own American Indian chil- 
dren are without schools, besides many other 
things that they need! 

And how interesting that our Uncle Sam 
is blithely considering raising the taxes on 
his already over-taxed nieces and nephews! 

There seems to be no limit to his gen- 
erosity to people of other lands, paid for by 
home folks. INTERESTED. 

Prefer* Drama on City’s History 
For Sesquicentennial Production 
To the Editor of The Star: , 

The announced intention of Paul Green, 
the eminent American playwright, to create 
a Washington Sesquicentennial play wherein 
will be dramatized six days in the life of 
George Washington leaves me wondering 
who is going to write the play celebrating 
the great birthday—the 150th—of the Capi- 
tal, the city designed by Pierre Charles 
L’Enfant and which started its official life 
as “the first town of the land” with the ar- 
rival of John Adams. 

Mr. Green’s ability#and craftsmanship 
have my complete admiration; he is a tested 
man of the theater who has acquired a 
reputation which he richly deserves, but— 

Why should a play about George Wash- 
ington be presented in honor of the century 
and a half of the Federal City’s existence? 

History, if properly and carefully con- 
sulted, will reveal that Washington the city 
and Washington the man parted company 
in 1799, when the illustrious master of Mount 
Vernon died in retirement. What L’Enfant 
planned as the Grand Columbian Federal 
City was then a drab hamlet on Potomac’s 
shore, a collection of houses and accumulat- 
ing stacks of building materials. General 
Washington’s death occurred before John 
Adams took up White House residence in the 
first of the 150 years (hiring which the Capi- 
tal has come of age. 

I cannot help but recall what Percy Mae- 
kaye said when he was asked to outline a 
proposal for celebrating the St. Louis Sesqui- 
centennial in 1914. pe suggested a masque, 
which he eventually created for night pro- 
duction, and a pageant, which was written 
by Thomas Wood Stevens for daylight 
presentation. The Wood pageant, Mr. Mac- 
kaye said, “Will emphasize and marshal mov- 
ingly, in onward flowing episodes, the more 
local and historic meanings of human life, 
as that life has been enacted by successive 
generations on or near the locality of Saint 
Louis. Necessarily and appropriately, the 
emphasis of the pageant will be upon a se- 
lection of actual local occurrences, and its 
dialogue will be more or less literal and 
naturalistic.” 

Substitute in the above quoted passage 
the word “Washington” for the two words 
"Saint Louis” and you have. I believe, a 
proposal worthy of consideration, a basic 
theme which, upon development, might even 
include a scene in which Alexander Hamil- 
ton makes his celebrated “horse trade,” 
which, as w<f all know, fixed th# site of Wash- 
ington; a scene, too, in which L’Enf ant’s 
men demolish a part of Daniel Carroll’s 
house that overlapped into a highway desig- 
nated on the Frenchman’s map; and, ah, 
yes, of course, a scene in which Gen. 
Winder tries in vain to find where the War 
Department kept its military supplies, when 
Winder was seeking arms with which to de- 
fend the town against the advancing British 

FRANK L. BAER. 

Declares Danger Comes 
From Communists by Proxy 
To the Editor ol The 8t»r: 

Referring to the communication in The 
Star of October 23 signed “A Protestant,” I 
would like to say that, while it it supposed 
in this country that religion has been out- 
lawed in Russia, this is not correct at all. 
The churches actually are open—under 
Communist supervision. That means re- 
ligion in the Soviet Union has become a 
state affair, the state 'assuming the right to 
tell the people that Christianity is a fake and 
a fraud used by the international capitalists 
to keep the masses in bondage. 

So I urge: By all means keep the church 
separate from the state.! 

The conspiracy of communism has duped 
many Protestant clergymen that they actu- 
ally spout the philosophy of .atheistic com- 
munism. Every denominational group of 
American Protestants has its crypto-Com- 
munist cells promoting discontent and un- 
rest. The great danger comes not from- the 
11 convicted Communist leaders but from 
the Communists by proxy, the fellow-trav- 
elers, who are working in every organization, 
evtfy business, every labor and church group, 
plying people against eacft other—a net- 
work 'of spies, agents and propaganda ex- 

perts. EDWARD JAMES SMYTHE. 

Retorts To Dr. Urey 
By Suggesting His Firing 
To the Sdltor of The Star: 

Dr. Harold Urey, Nobel prize-winning sci- 
entist, would fire “every security officer in 
(United States) atofnic plants.” 

He adds, “The question of the ‘secret’ is 
utterly unimportant as compared with get- 
ting some work done. Receptionists and 
ordinary guards should keep loiterers out 
of the laboratories and plants.” 

In other words, the poor guy in uniform, 
trying to follow orders (usually laid down 
by the scientists) is to be charged with any 
leak that occurs, while people like Dr. Urey 
are permitted to shoot off their mouths in 
the interest of free speech—especially for 
scientists like Dr. Urey. 

For my part, I’d begin by firing Dr. Urey. 
HARRY TRAUB. 

More Potomac Bridges ., -< 
Are What We Need Now 
To the Sdltor of The Star: 

I have read with interest Frank Lyon’s 
letter criticizing the location of the Key 
Bridge. I disagree with Mr. Lyon. I think 
the Key Bridge should be located exactly 
where it is, but I think that the District 
of Columbia has been just 33 years too long 
id building another bridge at New Hamp- 
shire avenue; just as I think they were 55 
years too long in building the South Capitol 
Street Bridge. 

As I once before called to your attention, 
th^ population in 1840 was about 60,000 and 
there were Jive bridges. In, 1940—just 100 
years later—the population exceeded 600.000 
and there were only six bridges. 

At- long last it is beginning to be apparent 
that more people in positions of authority 
are coming to realize the vital need that 
exists in the Capital of the Nation for sev- 
eral additional bridges on both sides of the 
city. W. M. WARD. 

The Political Mill , 

G. 0. P. Takes on New Look 
By Fight Against Statism 

Leaders Certain They Have w Issue 
On Which Party Can Stand 

By Gould Lincoln 
A little less than a year ago a Macedonian 

roar arose. The Republican Party must have 
a “new look.” The GOP had recently suffered 
an unexpected defeat—all the more devastat- 
ing because so unexpected. 

Party chieftains assert today that they 
have their new issue against the Truman 
Democrats both for the congressional cam- 
paign of 1950 and the presidential campaign 
of 1952—state socialism or, to contract it, 
“statism.” They are not so sure that this 
gives the party a new look—for they con- 
tend that Republicans have always been 
against state socialism. They are sure, how- 
ever, that they have found an issue on 
which all Republicans can take their stand. 
An issue, l?y the way, which the Truman 
Democrats have given them. 

Several sub-issues, tying in with “statism”, 
include (a) economy in Government ex- 
penditures (b) lower Federal taxes ^c) de- 
centralization, with the Federal Government 
restoring to the States activities which it 
has assumed and (d) an alarming softness 
on the part of New Dealers and Fair Dealers 
toward Communists and their fellow travelers. 
There 1s also the “deep freeze.” 

“Me-Tooism” Seen Ended. 
Gone are the days, these Republican lead- 

ers insist, when Republican candidates for 
high office will indulge in “me-tooism.” There 
will be no going along with Mr. Truman on 
'his domestic policies, which they contend 
are leading inevitably to state socialism. They 
point to the campaigns which are being 
waged today by Senator Dulles of New York 
and Senator Taft of Ohio, saying that these 
men are leading the way for the Republi- 
can campaign of next year. Even should 
Senator Dulles lose in New York on No- 
vember 8, they are confident his fight against 
the Truman-backed Herbert H. Lehman will 
have helped to arouse the voters and con- 
tribute to the anti-statism drive which will 
be made next year. 

The statism issue is one in which the 
so-called progressive. Republicans can join 
as well as their more conservative colleagues. 
For example, Senators Taft of Ohio and 
Lodge of Massachusetts can stand shoulder 
to shoulder in this fight. And it will be 
remembered that Senator Lodge last winter 
led an unsuccessful attempt to dislodge the 
Ohio Senator from the chairmanship of the 
Republican Policy Committee. 

For the time being at least, the progres- 
sive fulminations of Senators 'Aiken of Ver- 
mont, Morse of Oregon and the two or 
three other Republican Senators who go 
along with them, have taken on a low 
2nd almost muted note, submerged in the 
shriller blasts against statism. 

In this period, too, the Republican Na- 
tional Committee has taken on a different 
if not a new look. Guy George Gabrielson 
of New Jersey has succeeded Hugh D. Scott 
of Pennsylvania as chairman, which means 
the anti-Dewey element is finally in charge. 
The change was effected, however, by a 
narrow voting margin, so narrow as to con- 
stitute a warning that the party is by no 
means “solid,” except against the Truman 
Democrats. 

Silent on Candidates. 
Scarcely do the Republican, leaders men- 

tion, even under their breath, potential can- 
didates for the Republican presidential nom- 
ination. But those who do, picture the race 
in 1952 as between Senator Taft and Gen. 
Dwight D. Eisenhower, president of Co- 
lumbia University. Next to these two, they 
place Harold E. Stassen, president of the 
University of Pennsylvania and former Gov- 
ernor of Minnesota. And further back they 
place Gov. Dewey of New York, Gov. 
Warren of California and Senator Bricker 
of Ohio—all of whom figured bn the party’s 
national tickets in 1944 and 1948. Senator 
Taft must win re-election next year and 
so must Govs. Dewey and Warren if they 
are to be in the running at all. 

The talk of Gen. Eisenhower, particularly 
since his middle-of-the-road speech, in 
which he turned his back on anything tend- 
ing toward statism, for a Republican presi- 
dential nomination has been constantly on 
the increase. Some of the leaders among 
the younger Republicans are boosting the 
former general. There is a dark horse in 
the field, too, in the person of Senator 
Lodge of Massachusetts, also a war veteran. 

The Republicans in Congress are making 
their record, and that record has mainly 
consisted of Opposition to Truman statism. 
They have another session of Congress com- 
ing up in January where they must con- 
tinue to make the issue. After all, when 

•the people make a change in administration 
they vote “against” someone, someone of 
Whom they are tired. 

Questions and Answers 
A reader can get the answer to any auestion of fact by writing The Evening Star Information Bureau, 316 Eye street N.E., Washington 2, D C Please inclose three (3) cents for return postage. 

By THE HASKIN SERVICE. 
Q. How maiiy new doctors were graduated 

in the United States this year?—H. C. W. 
A. In June, 1949, there were 5,094 grad- 

uates of medical schools in the United States. 
This was the smallest number of new physi- 
cians to be graduated in 10 years. 

Q. How does a, Federal prisoner obtain 
parole?—L. Z. 

A. The parole officer at the institution 
where the prisoner is located informs the 
prisoner when he is eligible for parole. It 
is necessary that he serve at least a third 
of his sentence. The parole officer takes the 
initiative and has the prisoner fill out appli- 
cations that are sent to the headquarters of 
the Parole Board of the Department of Jus- 
tice, Washington, D. C. Members of this 
Parole Board visit the institution and some- 
times investigate 50 or 100 cases at one time. 
The inmate of the prison has an opportunity 
to appear in person before the parole officer 
and explain or state why it is desirable that 
he be paroled. If it is decided that the case 
warrants further consideration, the entire 
file on the case is brought back to Washing- 
ton, and is reviewed before the entire Parole 
Board. r 

Q. What was the first Diesel motor-pro- 
pelled ocean ship? —R. O. K. 

A. It was the metorshlp Selandia, 
launched in 1912. At the time of her sink- 
ing, reported in 1943, ’it was estimated that 
she had run well over one million sea miles 
and with her original machinery. 

Q. Please give the author of the lines, 
“My friend, judge not me, Thou seest I Judge 
not thee; Betwixt the stirrup and .the ground, 
Mercy I ask’d, mercy I found?’—P. A. 

A. The lines can be found in "Remains 
Concerning Britain,” by William Camden, 
page 392. They constitute an epitaph for a 
man falling from his horse and breaking his 
neok, and are quoted as “made by a good 
friend of the author.” 

Arrogant Choice 
The color of autumn is amber 

Laced with thongs of red— 
Its taste and scent condensing 

What purple grapes have said; 
The touch is a silken crackling, 

The sound is strange and lone; 
Autumn is not for cowards— 

Of seasons, this is my own! 
VIRGINIA SCOTT MINER. 
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