
Unions Fail to Utilize 
Collective Bargaining 
In Aluminum Industry 

Leaders Chose to Rely 
On Economic Power 
To Put Over Demands 

By David Lawrence 
Is collective bargaining about toi 

be killed off by organized labor 
itself? 

This question may well be asked 
in view of the refusal of major 
unions to bargain collectively in 

the steel or the coal or the alumi- 
num industries. Instead, the 
union strategists have chosen to 

rely on economic power to compel 
capitulation to union demands. 

Thus, the most conspicuous 
proof of the failure of unions to 
utilize collective bargaining ap- 
pears in the aluminum industry, 
where a strike waa called a few 
days ago even though the Alumi- 
num Co. of America offered a plan 
for pensions and social insurance 
which would be company-financed. 

The company proposal followed 
closely the lines of the recom- 

mendations of the President’s 
fact-finding board in the steel 
industry—6 cents for pensions and 
4 cents for social insurance. 

The offer nevertheless was re- 

jected and negotiations were 

broken off and a strike called by 
the CIO union, primarily because 
another union of steelworkers was 

engaged in a strike and it was 

desired not to permit the lighter 
metals to gain a competitive ad- 
vantage over steel. 

Misuse of Power. 

This is a flagrant misuse of eco- 

nomic power. It means that 
unions which have won a position 
in one industry can control the 

action of unions in an entirely 
different industry. Certainly 
there is no privilege granted under 

either the original Wagner Labor 
Relations Act or the Taft-Hartley 
Act which permits unions to ig- 
nore their obligations to bargain 
collectively. The major unions, 
conscious of their enormous eco- 

nomic power, are, however, actu- 

ally exercising control of produc- 
tion in unrelated industries. 

The anti-trust laws used to be 
Interpreted by the courts to pro- 
tect the public interest against 
such misuse of monopoly power. 
But in recent years the Supreme 
Court has immunized the labor 
unions against such an interpre- 
tation. Hence, only by amending 
the present laws can the public 
Interest be safeguarded as against 
monopoly power. 

The attention of the public has 
been focused on the coal and 
steel situations, and relatively 
little attention has been paid to 
what is happening in aluminum. 
The strike has caused a loss of 
business in compelling buyers to 
go to substitutes. The loss in 
volume probably will not be re- 

captured. 
Here is an instance of an eco- 

nomic attack on an innocent 
party which has caused wide- 
spread damage. Yet there is no 

legal way at present of reaching 
the source of the injury—the at- 
titude of the unions which act in 
concert with other unions. 

If the program being followed 
by the CIO in tying up the alumi- 
num industry—even though the 
employer has announced his will- 
ingness to meet the employes’ de- 
mands—is not checked, it will en- 
courage the same sort of action 
in many other industries. Col- 
lective bargaining will not be re- 
sorted to by the unions because 
they will be able to effect such an 
economic paralysis as to bring 
about governmental intervention. 

Want Intervention. 
Indeed, the coal and steel situ- 

ations have reached the point 
where the leaders actually want 
governmental intervention. What 
can be the value of bargaining 
collectively, they say to them- 
selves, and making any conces- 

sions if a friendly administration 
will seize the employers’ proper- 
ties and set up tribunals to issue 

reports favoring the union side? 
When there is more to be gained 
b y governmental intervention 
than by collective bargaining, the 
latter process will become a mere 

formality. 
President Truman nas waned 

patiently for the labor leaders in 
the steel and coal industries to 
come to some agreement with the 
employers. The record shows 
that, in the case of coal, after 
many weeks of negotiations the 
employers do not know today 
what are the real demands of the 
coal miners’ union. 

Likewise, in the case of steel, 
the CIO union chiefs have not 
bargained as they promised. They 
accepted the report of the Presi- 
dent’s fact-finding board as a 
basis of bargaining when it was 
made. After much persuasion 
they resumed negotiations. But 
these negotiations have proved to 
be a farce. No modification 
whatsoever in the union position 
has been made. Federal Govern- 
ment mediators have sought to 
find a way to bring the parties 
together. The employers’ side has 
made dozens of proposals to the 
mediators. But the union chiefs 
have refused to budge from their 
position—knowing full well that 
the President will bail them out 
of their difficulties in the long 
run. Hence, they say in effect, 
what’s the use of bargaining col- 
lectively? 
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This Changing World 
Munich, 75 Per Cent Destroyed in War, 
Is Far From Being a Dead City 

By Constantine Brown 
MUNICH,Bavaria (By Airmail). 

—By all the rules of the game 
Munich should be a dead city. 
Pour raids by American and Brit- 
ish bombers 
during the war 

destroyed 75 
per cent of 
what once was 

known as the 
intellect ual 
capital of Ger- 
many. 

According to 
available offici- 
al figures from 
American 
sources, 25 per 
cent of this 
ancient c i t y’s 
buildings have Brown, 

been damaged beyond repair. 
Some 50 per cent were damaged 
but are being repaired. Only 25 

per cent of its buildings escaped 
Allied demolition, although some 

of these suffered minor damage 
from machinegun and shell fire 
when fanatical SS troops tried 
to stop American forces from tak- 
ing the city. 

In the category of total destruc- 
tion or heavy damage are includ- 
ed more than 80 per cent of the 
city’s artistic and educational in- 
stitutions such as the world-fa- 
mous picture galleries, the opera 
and theaters, the Seventeenth 
Century university, and some ir- 
replaceable ancient buildings 
which had withstood war and in- 
vasion ever since the city was 
created. 

There is not a single street 
which does not have its share 
of debris and razed buildings, 
while the center of the city, with 
its historic churches and monu- 
ments, is still a hopeless ruin. 

Yet, Munich is nowhere near a 
dead city. Temporary shacks 
house shops containing almost 
anything a person might desire 
to purchase. The debris is being 
cleared and an unbelievable 
amount of work is being done in 
repairing the war damage. 

Buildings Patched Up. 
Some buildings in the center of 

the city are being patched up to 
make them habitable. New build- 
ings—far more numerous than in 
blitzed London—are going up al- 
most every week. It is an eerie 
sight to see, in the heart of the 
Bavarian capital, a mountain of 
debris lying side by side with a 
new 6-story building. 

Everybody lends a hand to re- 
build the city. Long after every- 
one else has quit work one can 
see youngsters, some apparently 
not more than 15 years old, help- 
ing to clean up a mess in front 
of some imposing church which 
had received incendiary treat- 
ment during those four nights of 
terror in 1944. 

During the first two years after 
VE-Day, when it looked as if 
Germany would be divided up by 
the four conquering powers, the 
first thought of the Munich pop- 
ulation was to repair their thea- 

ters. The main national tneater, 
built about 120 years ago, is be- 
yond repair. But others—less 
damaged—were put back in shape, 
and soon were packed, as were 
the various temporary concert 
halls. 

Eight theaters and twice as 

many concert halls are function- 
ing today and are packed at every 
performance. Each of them sets 
aside one night a week when the 
proceeds of the performance go to 
the rebuilding of some damaged 
state building or national shrine. 
The artists donate their services, 
as do the stage hands and other 
employes. Munich, they know, 
cannot be restored to its old 
beauty, but can be made present- 
able once more. Unlike Paris, 
where the great majority of the 
audiences at the two national 
operas are made up of tourists, 
more than 90 per cent of the au- 
diences of Munich theaters are 
Bavarians, who consider it a duty 
to save a few marks each week to 
attend at least one of the “bene- 
fit performances” given for the 
restoration of the city. 
Little Resentment Against Foes. 
There seems to be little resent- 

ment against the former enemy 
forces, which did a perfect, yet 
from the strategic point of view 
useless, job on this city. 

The Bavarians are practical 
people, even in their resentment. 
They realize that Munich was 
selected for dire punishment be- 
cause it had been identified with 
Hitler’s rise to power. It was 
here that the Nazis started their 
insane drive for power and the 
Munich people did not have the 
intelligence, the foresight or the 
courage to stop the madman in 
his tracks. On the contrary, for 
a while they were proud that this 
had been selected by the little 
Austrian as the cradle of the 
“Nazi millenium.” 

They know what revenge means 
and are aware more than we that 
they had it coming. The still ex- 
isting resentment against the 
United States, in particular, is 
due to the Nuremberg trials and 
to past persecutions by a group 
of neo-Americans, former German 
citizens who were put in American 
uniform and in many ways 
emulated—although with less 
barbarism—the Gestapo. 

But even these resentments are 
rapidly disappearing. The con- 
cern is over tomorrow and how 
this particular section of Ger- 
many, which was never in sympa- 
thy with Prussia and Prussianism, 
could stage a comeback. The 
danger of another war, which 
would be fought on German soil, 
is not discussed much, but it is 
ever-present in the minds of all 
the people of this area. 

The Bavarians are completely 
disarmed and are fully aware that 
their territory is of value to the 
Western Allies simply as a tem- 
porary position in which to make 
the first stand against an in- 
vasion from the East. The lack 
of an American ground force fills 
them with misgivings as to what 
will happen to them in the event 
of another catastrophe. 

On the Other Hand 
It’s Suggested We Debunk Ourselves 
If We Wish to Find Road to Peace 
By Lowell Mellett 

The thousands who gathered in 
New York this week to witness 
the laying of the cornerstone of 
the United Nations building must 
have hoped they 
were also seeing 
laid the corner- 
stone of future 
world peace. 
The vastly 
greater number 
who have seen 
the pictures of 
the tall steel 
skeleton reach- 
ing toward the 
sky must share 
in that hope. 

Despite the 
bitter wrangles 
that have mar- Loweii Meiiett. 

red the record of this new world 
organization, despite its failure 
thus far to even check the drift 
of the nations into a war likely 
to be worse than any yet known, 
we all cling desperately to the 
hope. This being so, it is worth 
while to consider what we can do 
to further the realization of the 
hope and to search our hearts to 
find if in any way we may be 
guilty of helping defeat the end 
we seek. 

In the current issue of the 
Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists 
a number of distinguished men 
discuss the world situation in the 
light of the announcement of 
Russia’s achievement of the 
atomic bomb. Reading what they 
say, one is struck by the fact that 
most of them agree it is time we 
start debunking ourselves. 

Essentially Selfish. 
Harold C. Urey, a distinguished 

scientist who has had much to do 
with the development of atomic 
energy, argues at length for the 

establishment of a federal world 
government. But, he says “. it 
is well to remember certain fun- 
damental things about human 

nature. Though we may pretend 
otherwise, we are essentially self- 
ish. When any question arises 
between one individual or com- 

munity and another, each indi- 
vidual or community considers its 
own interest first. It is useless to 
say that we are going to look 
out first of all for the security of 
the whole world. As a matter of 
actual practice we will not do 
anything of the kind, and neither 
will the people of any other 
country.” 

Reinhold Niebuhr, distinguished 
theologian, whose general view 
is indicated by the title of his 
article, “The Illusion of World 
Government,” has this to say: 

“We would, I think, have a bet- 
ter chance of success in our strug- 
gle against a fanatical foe, if we 
were less sure of our purity and 
virtue. The pride and self-right- 
eousness of powerful nations are a 

greater hazard to their success 
in statecraft than the machina- 
tions of their foes. If we could 
combine a greater degree of hu- 
mility with our stubborn resolu- 
tion, we might not only be more 
successful in holding the dyke 
against tyranny, but we might 
also gradually establish a genuine 
sense of community with our foe, 
however small.” 

Avoiding Self-Righteousness. 
Leo Szilard, professor of bio- 

physics at the University of Chi- 
cago, writes: 

“If we want to find a way out 
of our present predicament, above 
all let us avoid self-righteousness. 
Let us not say that we made Rus- 
sia a generous offer when we pro- 
posed the Baruch plan for inter- 
national control of atomic energy. 
We would not fool anybody else, 
but we might fool ourselves 

“In these past four years Rus- 
sia and America were not at war. 
They did not exchange shots; but 
they traded blows. Who struck the 
first blow? Does it really matter?” 

The professor then tells a story. 
The Hungarian writer, Karinthy, 
he says, after the World War I 
was sitting in his study attempting 
to write an essay on the causes of 
that war. He was interrupted by 
loud noises from the nursery. 
Opening the door he found his 
five children engaged in a free- 
for-all. “Who started this fight?” 
he demanded of his eldest son, 
Peter. “It all started,” said Pete* 
“when David hit me back!" 
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Spreading the Word 
MacArthur Held Unlikely to Testify 
Before Congress on Far Eastern Policy 
By Doris Fleeson 

MANILA, P. I. (By Airmail).— 
Congressional sources which have 

visited the Far East are pre- 
pared to spread the word around 
the cloakrooms 
that Gen. Mac- 
Arthur cannot 
be expected to 
testify before 
Congress on 
United States 
Far Eastern 
policy during 
the present ad- 
ministration. 

The supreme 
commander for 
the Allied pow- 
ers in Japan 
did not tell 
them this; they ®®r|« vie*«o» 

deduced it. In fact, the general 
cannot be quoted about matters 
outside his bailiwick at all. 

How They Reason. 

But the politicoes start with a 
premise which they assert they 
can support: That the general is 
critical of our Far Eastern policy, 
that he believes there is still 
much we can do, and that Chiang 
Kai-shek is a great man. 

They reason from this that if 
the general accepted Congress’ 
invitation to advise it, he would 
necessarily be criticizing Presi- 
dent Truman and the State De- 
partment. From that point they 
figure it would be only a short 
distance for the general to the 
door marked exit. And they are 

firmly of the opinion that Gen. 
MacArthur likes his job and pro- 

poses to keep it m long as pos- 
sible. 

No criticism is intended in this 
reasoning which the politicoes 
expect to Impart to their col- 
leagues. They would do the same, 
they think, if in Gen. MacArthur's 
place. 

They also expect to report that 
the supreme command will op- 
pose no obstacles to demands 
that America stay in Japan for 
the present, whether or not a 

peace treaty is signed. 
East-West Traffic. 

Admittedly this second-hand 
testimony is not very satisfactory. 
The men from Washington who 
have made the long trip out here 

have been trying to learn what to 
substitute for what most of them 
regard as our Far Eastern fail- 
ures. The more and better wit- 
nesses they can call, the better 
their chances will be to change 
the course of events. 

In the defense establishment 
there has been a good deal of east- 
west traffic. Okinawa’s most ex- 

perienced commander, for ex- 

ample, was recently summoned 
home for consultation on what to 
do about that typhoon-ridden is- 
land which must be put in decent 
shape if American troops and 
their families are to stay there. 

The military, of course, do not 
make policy. Their opinions 
about developments here seem 
to vary considerably according to 
their temperaments. None seems 
to expect any orders soon to leave 
Japan. 
(Released by the Bell Syndicate, Inc.)j 
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McLemore— 
Discusses Three Great 
Fields of Opportunity 

• By Henry McLemore 
The newspapers tell me that 

any ex-GI who Isn’t enrolled by 
July 25, 1951, will have forfeited 
his chance for a free education 
as provided for 
in the GI Bill 
of Rights. 

Naturally, I 
am not going 
to miss this op- 
portunity t o 

gain wisdom at 
Mr. Whiskers’ 
expense. Before 
July 25, 1951, 
rolls around I 
will be seated 
behind a desk, 
fully equipped 
with pen and 
pencil set. lined H*“" 

tablet, eraser, and a week’s supply 
of spitballs. 

At the moment I am not dead 
sure what I am going to study. 
Ever since I got out of the Army 
I have thought about the subject 
in which I should major. 

At first I leaned toward taxi- 
dermy, there being so many of my 
acquaintances whom I would de- 
light in stuffing and hanging over 

the mantelpiece. 
Considered Embalming. 

Later, I seriously considered 
such subjects as embalming, the 
tying of trout flies, the milking of 
Brahma steers at rodeos, the 
writing of speeches for Cabinet 
officials, and wing-walking at 
state fairs. 

Thank goodness I didn’t waste 
my time and the Government’s 
money on subjects like those 
named above. Because I now 

know that any man with a grain 
of sense should study one of three 
things. 

Medicine? No. Law? Don’t 
be silly. Journalism? You make 
me laugh. 

The way this country operates 
today there are only three great 
fields of opportunity. One must 
be either a steel worker, a coal 
miner or a longshoreman. 

Which is the best of these pro- 
fessions? 

Not Much to Choose From. 
I have looked into the matter 

and can tell you that there is 
little to choose among them. How- 
ever. right at the moment, I lean 
toward learning how to be a steel 
worker. The steel workers aren’t 
working at the moment and look 
as if they might wangle a deal 
by which the other workers of 
this country will have to take 
money out of their pay to guar- 
antee them (the steel workers) 
a pension. 

Longshoremen get longer vaca- 
tions. They are not called vaca-i 
tions, but strikes. However, the i 
result is the same. When you are 
on vacation you are not working 
and when you are on strike you 
are not working. 

Coal miners have the happiness 
that comes from not knowing 
what the next day holds. Most 
Americans know when they go to 
bed that tomorrow means another 
awakening, another breakfast, 
another hurried good-by kiss and 
another day of work. But not the 
coal miners. Thanks to John L. 
Lewis tomorrow to a coal miner 
may mean a day off, a free check, 
a chance to throw rocks and 
taunts at fellow citizens—almost 
anything. Variety is the spice of 
life. Certainly it is for a coal 
miner. 

So I am going to study one of 
these three professions. What is 
the use of working when you don’t 
have to? 
(Dlitrlbutad by McNaucht Syndicate. Inc.) 
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