
Truman Held Wrong 
In Freezing AF Fund 
Voted by Congress 

Should Have Vetoed Bill 
Or OK'd Lawmakers' 
Wishes, Writer Says 

By David Lawrence 
Must a President of the United 

States obey the mandate of a law 
of Congress and spend the funds 
it authorizes for the armed serv- 
ices? Or may a President disre- 
gard the instructions given by 
Congress and withhold expendi- 
tures as he sees fit? 

A precedent of far-reaching im- 
portance is involved in Mr. Tru- 
man’s announcement that, al- 
though he signed the military ap- 
propriation bill which provides 
funds for a 58-group Air Force, he 
will not spend the extra $648,- 
000,000 and will allow only a 48- 
group Air Force. 

The true meaning of this is 
that the President has set himself 
up as much more powerful than 
Congress in deciding what the 
military establishment’s size shall 
be. 

Normally, a President who does 
not like what is contained in a 
law vetoes it and asks for amend- 
ments or modification or else Con- 
gress passes the measure over his 
veto. The issue of a 48-group Air 
Force came up in the closing days 
of the last session when a com- 
mittee from the Senate went to 
the White House and asked Mr. 
Truman what his wishes were. 
He repeated that the Secretary 
of Defense, the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff and the Budget Director all 
joined with him in requesting a 
48-group Air Force. 

Told of Truman s Wishes. 
Thus Congress was put on no- 

tice as to the Presidential desires 
but the bill could not get through 
unless the Senate conferees 
yielded. The House of Repre- 
sentatives wanted the 58-group 
Air Force. 

Sentiment in the House is best 
expressed by the following col- 
loquy between Defense Secretary 
Johnson and Chairman Vinson, 
Democrat, at a session of the 
House Armed Services Committee 
which occurred after the legisla- 
tion had passed both houses and 

* had been sent to the White House 
with the provision for the 58- 
group Air Force: 

Mr. Vinson: Do you know if the 
President is going to spend the 
money for the 58 or the 48-group 
Air Force? 

Secretary Johnson: I don’t 
know. In the light of what the 
President told the Senate com- 

mittee I expect he will impound 
that fund, but he hasn’t told 
me ... 

Mr. Vinson: I hope he will 
bear in mind that every vote in 
the House, except one, expressing 
what I concede to be the views 
of the people—and we feel we 

represent the people—wanted the 
58 groups. 

Secretary Johnson: My opinion 
will be asked, I am quite sure, 
and when I convey It to the Pres- 
ident, I shall express my opinion 
and I am going to quote what 
you said this morning. 

called a Mistake. 
Mr. Vinson: I think the Presi- 

dent would make a mistake if he; 
impounds the money and does not 
spend the money. Of course it is 
entirely up to the President to 
spend the appropriation. He 
doesn’t have to spend it and I 
hope that in using the good judg- 
ment he generally uses he will go 
ahead and spend it. 

Thus it would appear that the 
President can override the wishes; 
of Congress through the mere 
device of refraining to spend 
moneys appropriated. It is a 
tremendous power of nullification 
that is vested in one man. Yet 
what remedy is there? As a rule, 
when the end of a fiscal year ap- 
proaches there are usually large 
unexpended balances. If spend- 
ing were mandatory, money 
would be wasted. 

What is needed is a grant of 
authority to the President -to 
transfer to the succeeding fiscal 
year unexpended sums but at the 
same time it should not be pos- 
sible for the President to alter in 
any substantial way the instruc- 
tions given him by Congress with 
respect to major appropriations 
for the armed services. 

The Congress made a mistake 
in voting for a 58 instead of a 
48-group Air Force but the law 
is on the statute books and if 
the President didn’t like it he 
should have made clear that he 
would veto the bill and Congress 
would have had the choice of 
overriding the veto or amending 
the bill to meet the President’s 
wishes. 

Rightly or wrongly, Congress 
wants a 58-group Air Force and 
it is the duty of the President to 
give Congress what it voted. 

(Reproduction Rights Reserved.) 
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Is chastity outmoded? 
DOES suppression of sex desires 
frustrate healthy emotional devel- 
opment? What is the fallacy in try- 
ing to test sexual compatibility be- 
fore marriage? 

In November Reader’s Digest, 
Marriage Consultant Dr. David R. 
Mace gives one of the most thorough, 
modern and convincing answers to 
these vital questions yet published. 

Read how and why unchastity 
damages your mind, your spirit, and 
—above all—your capacity for true 
and mature human love. 
(CondensedfromWoman's Home Companion) 

Get your Digest today—42 arti- 
cles of lasting interest, condensed 
from leading magazines and current 
books. 
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This Changing World 
Speculation on When Reds Will Invade 
Falls Off as One Nears Soviet Zone 

By Constantine Brown 
FRANKFURT, (By Airmail)— 

The closer one gets to the Soviet 
occupation zone border the less 
one hears about when and 
whether Soviet 
forces will over- 
run the West. 

Fear of the 
Russians, how- 
ever, is omni- 
present. It is 
strongly in the 
minds of 
American mili- 
tary men, who 
realize that 
they have a 
thankless job. 
It is even more 
strongly in the 
minds of the c«nii»ntin» Brown 

Germans, who know they are like 
sitting ducks. 

The native west zone police — 

the only German “force” which 
exists — is provided with pistols. 
There is talk now of giving them 
bigger weapons, but that is still 
a long way off. The French ob- 
ject to doing so, out of fear that 
even such weapons might con- 
stitute a menace to France’s 
security. 

American forces in Germany 
are good. They have been im- 
proved substantially since the 
constabulary was provided with 
tanks and plenty of artillery. The 
enlisted men for the most part 
joined up for three years’ serv- 
ice in Germany. They are un- 
dergoing constant training and 
would have more confidence in 
themselves if we maintained a 
strategic air force in the Reich. 

French Show Fine Spirit 
The British and French also are 

being kept at work seriously. The 
French, particularly, show a far 
finer spirit than most people ex- 
pected. They are young draftees 
who have none of the inferiority 
complex which existed in the 
French army immediately after 
the war. Their military service 
is only 12 months, but they seem 
to like military life in Germany so 
well that many who have gained 
non-commissioned rank re-enlist. 

This is the bright side of the 
picture as far as the Allies are 
concerned. The dark sides are 
numerous, the most important 
being that the total number of 
Allied troops in the Reich does 
not exceed six and a half divisions. 
Of this number only the Ameri- 
cans are equipped with really up- 
to-date equipment. The others 
either have antiquated weapons 
or surplus equipment given them 
after the war. 

No American commander feels 
too happy about this setup, par- 
ticularly when he knows what is 
immediately available on the Rus- 
sian side: 41 combat divisions, six 
of them armored; about 3,000 first 
line planes; and a German police 
force of at least 65,000 equipped 
with modern weapons without, 
however,, an air force. 

Little Point in Worrying 
There is little use worrying un- 

der these circumstances. Con- 
cern over the chances of a Soviet 

attack varies with the distance 
from the likely points of attack. 
It’s up to Washington to stew 
about what could or should be 
dpne. The men here long ago 
ceased worrying. 

Only one answer is made by 
those responsible for security in 
the Allied zones when they are 
asked what they feel about a pos- 
sible Soviet aggression: 

“You know the answer as well 
as we do. Nobody can say what 
is in the minds of the Moscow 
Politburo, who alone hold in their 
hands the decision for peace or 
war. They are not as impulsive 
as Hitler’s Nazi gang and plan 
their moves cleverly. But they 
are Orientals and it is not possible 
for Westerners to follow the pat- 
tern of their thinking. 

“Sometimes they are guilty of 
almost childish mistakes and at 
other times show themselves far 
more shrewd and understanding 
than most of us. One thing is 
certain, they will never repeat a 
mistake. The blockade of Berlin 
boomeranged. We expected it to be 
followed by a far more easily en- 
forced blockade of Vienna. They 
did not do it because they were 
impressed by our handling of the 
Berlin blockade. 

Reds Skeptical of Recovery. 
“From all we can gather Mos- 

cow is still hopeful that our 
economy will be smashed up be- 
fore long and Russia will be able 
to impose its domination on Eu- 
rope without fighting. Until they 
become convinced that this will 
not be the case and that we can 
meet our commitments at home 
and abroad without wrecking our 
economy there is little likelihood 
that they will do more than rattle 
the saber. But even this is mere 
assumption, based on nothing 
more than an impression. 

“There seems to be no doubt 
that the Politburo is highly skep- 
tical of the real and permanent 
economic recovery of Europe, nor 
does it believe that Western Eu- 
rope can unite politically. Hence 
they will wait to see whether we 
go broke before deciding to trans- 
form the cold war into a shooting 
war.’’ 

These quotations do not repre- 
sent the views of any one par- 
ticular American official in Ger- 
many, but are an amalgamation 
of privately expressed opinions of 
those who hold responsible posi- 
tions here. 

Germans Ignore Danger. 
As for the Germans, they feel 

exactly like the people who live 
at the foot of Vesuvius. They 
know that the volcano is active 
and are aware that any day they 
may awaken to see lava pouring 
into the valley, destroying their 
homes and themselves. Neverthe- 
less, they continue to live under 
the peril until tragedy strikes. 

The Germans are in the same 
position. The Red lava may start 
flowing over the border any day. 
They know that the Allies cannot 
protect their land and they them- 
selves lack any kind of defensive 
armament. So they prefer to 
ignore the danger, hoping for the 
best. 

Solves Nothing 
‘Big Labor’ Castigated as Scapegoat 
Under Harassments of Strikes 

By Thomas L. Stokes 
It is a temptation, under the 

harassments and anxieties over 

strikes involving such giant in- 
dustries as coal and steel, to seek 
a scapegoat by 
castigating “big 
labor” or "the 
m o n o p o ly of 
labor” as it is 
frequently put. 

But it is not 
so simple as 
that, and 
yielding to that 
temptation 
solves nothing. 

Why do we 
have “big la- 
bor” today? It’s 
because our 
basic industries Th«m»« l. Stakes, 

are organized into a few big units 
that control the bulk of produc- 
tion, each doing billions of dol- 
lars of business a year, stretching 
across State lines. Being mass 
production industries, turning out 
their products on an assembly 
line basis, each of them employs 
hundreds of thousands of persons 
which, of itself, endows them with 
a public character that imposes 
tremendous responsibility on their 
managers. 

States Within State. 
They are economic states with- 

in the political state. 
Since the hundreds of thou- 

sands of persons employed in one 
of these giant industrial empires 
do the same sort of work and 
have the same sort of problems, 
it is essential that the union em- 
brace all of them and have its 
representatives to deal with rep- 
resentatives of industry to protect 
their common welfare. Which 
means what has come to be called 
“industry-wide bargaining.” 

But it’s deeper than that, as the 
historical background shows. 

Who started the trend toward 
concentration and monopoly? It 
wasn’t labor. It began with in- 
dustry and it began a long time 
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ago. Even as long ago as 1890 
it disturbed some of our thought- 
ful public men so much that a 
Federal statute was enacted to try 
to curb and regulate this concen- 
tration—the Sherman Anti-Trust 
Act. That, of course, hasn’t 
stopped it. Perhaps nothing 
could. Perhaps we were headed 
inevitably in that direction. 

The “trusts," as they were called 
then, gained tremendous power in 
politics because of their economic 
power. They overawed politi- 
cians, big and little. For a long 
time they were able to resist the 
organization of their workers into 
unions. Bloodshed was part of 
the angry, bitter saga of union- 
ization. 

Steel, for instance, finally 
yielded to organization only yes- 
terday figuratively—in 1935. 

Still Power in Politics. 
These great industrial empires 

still are the most powerful force 
in our politics, despite careless 
talk about labor now being the 
“big monopoly.” It was they who 
put over the Taft-Hartley Act, 
for example, proving they are 
still stronger in Congress than 
labor, a fact than anybody who 
knows anything about Congress 
knows. If some of the big em- 
pires had had their way com- 
pletely that law would have been 
much more restrictive and would 
have opened the way to break 
big unions that operate in big in- 
dustry. But milder counsels even- 
tually prevailed, including that 
of the more enlightened indus- 
trialists. 

The organization of labor into 
big unions is a natural defensive 
maneuver in this advance of 
monopoly which has gone so far, 
for instance, that 63.4 per cent of 
primary steel production is now 
controlled by six companies, 68.7 
per cent of automobile production 
by only three companies, and 100 
per cent of aluminum production 
by three companies, according to 
a recent Federal Trade Commis- 
sion report. 

Industrial and financial mo- 
noply, of Itself, is the problem, not 
labor’s necessary organization to 
protect itself against this concen- 

trated power. It is because con- 
trol of so much of our industrial 
capacity is concentrated in so few 
great corporations that a strike in 
anyone of them can so quickly 
paralyze a considerable part of our 

industrial mechanism. 
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America’s 'Siberia’ 
U. S. Forces Stymied by Elements in 
Efforts to Improve Conditions on Island 
By Doris Fleeson 

OKINAWA (By Mail—Delayed). 
—America has a Siberia. It is 
unintentional, of course, but, as a 

practical matter, that is what 
Okinawa is to 
the American 
men, women 
and children 
there. 

A humid, 
typhoon- ridden 
island, Okina- 
wa for all its 
defects is less 
than three air 
hours from Red 
China, less than 
five from Tokyo 
and Manila. In 
its strategic lo- _ 

cation it now 

serves eight airlines. Two are 

military—the Far East Air Force 
and the Military Air Transport 
service. Six are commercial—Pan 
American, Northwest, Philippines 
Airlines, British Overseas Air, 
Trans-Canadian and Trans- 
Ocean. 

The difficulty seems to be that 
while we are acting as if we were 
on Okinawa for keeps and expect- 
ing our forces to service it ac- 

cordingly, nobody seems to have 
made up his mind that money 
must be spent to give Americans 
there the living conditions they 
have a right to expect in peace- 
time. 

Patched Living Quarters. 
The result is that the island 

commanders are patching, repair- 
ing and improvising living quar- 
ters and materiel intended only 
for a brief wartime life. This 
would be difficult enough if it 
were not for the skittish typhoons 
which periodically reduce the 
place to a shambles. 

Soldiers love to gripe wherever 
they are but all encountered so 

far agree that nowhere on the 
cold-war front are Americans 
striving with such adverse con- 

ditions as in Okinawa. On the 
island itself the greeting is: “How 
long have you been on the Rock?” 

Despite advance warnings of 
conditions, the wives and children 
continue to arrive as far as the 
miserable housing is available. 
The American soldier and sailor 
is a family man: he wants his 
home in peacetime and he clearly 
is seconded by a dauntless wife. 
About 2,000 women and children 
are here, putting up white organ- 
dy curtains in rotting quonsets. 

The big gripe is that it is about 
eight to ten months before a man 
can get his wife out, due to lack 
of quarters which are, incident- 
ally, allotted strictly according 
to date of arrival, not by rank. 
The bachelor officers are sacri- 
ficed to the women in the matter 
of quarters, so their lot is un- 

usually unattractive. 
It is very expensive to build per- 

manent construction on islands 
like Okinawa but it can be done. 
Actually, right now, the island’s 
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work is being done in the most 
extravagant way possible. 

Hots Made of Packing Cases. 
Thousands of dollars must be 

spent after every big blow to 
patch up the present housing, 
buildings, public utilities, etc. 
There are no longer any hangars 
to repair; a typhoon took the last 
one in July. The machines stand 
out in the open for the salt spray 
that goes from one side of the is- 
land to another and all mainte- 
nance is in the open. Some des- 
perate mechanics are sheltering 
their tools in huts they built 
themselves of P-80 packing cases 
which, of course, have a tenuous 
existence. 

One gloomy commanding officer 
estimated that his men were 
spending 90 per cent c? their time 
just making it possible for them* 
selves and their families to live. 
Naturally the men leave as soon 
as they can, which is another de- 
terrent to efficiency. 

All this effort is being wasted 
on buildings that will never be 
any good. "We have to keep run- 
ning to stay where we are; actual- 
ly we aren’t even accomplishing 
that,” one veteran of the struggle 
asserted. “I can’t see much im- 
provement since I came here for 
a brief stay during the war.” 

Yet the service to the airlines— 
valuable now, priceless in case of 
trouble—goes on day and night, 
typhoon or no typhoon. Okinawa 
does its job but it is beginning to 
get a little tiresome waiting for 
a sensible, decent decision from 
Washington about the future. 

(Released t>T The Bell Syndicate. Inc.) 

McLemore— 
Wishes He Were a Kid 
Again This Halloween 

By Henry McLemore 
All my neighbors, for blocks 

on either side, can thank their 
lucky stars today that I am a 

portly, middle-aged man, desper- 
ately fighting 
off the wearing 
of bifocals. 

Thirty years 
ago tonight no 
man’s property 
within pedal- 
ling distance of 
my bicycle 
would have 
been safe, be- 
cause tonight is 
Halloween. 

Thirty years 
ago tonight I 
would have 
gulped my sup- Henry McLemore. 

per, slipped on my sheet with the 
eye holes cut in it, and set off on 
a night of destruction and an- 
noyance for which I realize now I 
should have very well been jailed. 

When I was a darling little boy 
Halloween was far and away my 
favorite day in the year, Christ- 
mas not excepted. It appealed to 
the Boris Karloff streak that ran 
through me even at that early 
age, and I used to pray that it 
wouldn’t fall on a Wednesday 
night. 

Prayer Meeting Night. 
You see, Wednesday night was 

prayer meeting night, and being 
a preacher’s son I -always had to 
be at prayer meeting to set an 
example (I was told) for the other 
children. I must have been a ter- 
rible example, because aside from 
my two brothers I spotted few 
other children in the pews. 

When Halloween fell on Wednes- 
day night all the fun was gone by 
the time I got turned loose. The 
other kids already had ravaged 
the landscape, and I saw about as 
much action as did a Special 
Services officer who followed Pat- 
ton through Germany by 30 days. 

It’s a shame that I don’t have 
the same old Halloween spirit 
these days, because I could get 
out early now. Jean might even 
let me go without my supper, and 
I’d have a grand head start. And 
what easy pickings! Here in 
Florida folks are just nursing 
along the beginnings of their win- 
ter gardens, and I could yank up 
acres of rose bushes and petunias 
without even so much as dirtying 
my sheet. 

And along the ocean front, with 
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Here is a pleasant way to overcome 
loose plate discomfort. FASTEETH. an 
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the Atlantic giving off an ocean- 

like noise on the beach. I could 
soap a thousand windows without 
the grownups inside ever hearing 
me. 

Maybe It’s Just as Well. 
But probably it is just as well 

that I am not out with the young- 
sters tonight, because they’d laugh 
at my costume. As I said, an old 
sheet was all we needed for a cos- 
tume in those days. But the 
youngsters of today must have 
store-bought costumes from the 
ads I have seen in the papers. 

And they’d laugh at the kind of 
parties we used to go to, too. All 
we did was bob for apples in a tin 
washtub, or try to bite an apple 
hanging from a string, and sit 
around in a circle in a dark room 
listening to ghost stories. 

That’s not hard to understand, 

though. When boys and girls know 
about the atom bomb, jet planes 
and jet-propelled missiles, why 
should they clutch hands and 
shiver (as we used to do) when 
a familiar, elderly voice tells of 
witches and dungeons and gob* 
lins? 

Could it be the kids of today 
are missing something? 

Or could it be that I’m getting 
old? 
(Distributed by McNauiht Syndicate, Inc.) 
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WHERE TCAMWORK COUNTS 

Teamwork is just as essential for profitable busi- 
ness operations as it is for successful football— 

particularly in a time of readjustment. Business 

management needs a charging line and expert 
blocking backs today more than ever before. 
That is why it’s imperative that businessmen 
choose a bank which they know will do every- 
thing in its power to help them advance toward 
their sales and earnings goal. 

You’ll find the Union Trust Company ready to 

give that kind of cooperation. When you need 
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You’ll find that our five decades of contact with 
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trust facilities to the efficient handling of your 
collections through correspondent banks in all 
parts of the country. 
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work with hundreds of Washington businessmen 
and women. 
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