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Air Force Probes 
Accidents After 
Grounding B-29s 

Loss of 27 Planes in 
Last 12 Weeks Brings 
Death Toll of 120 

ly tli* Associated Press 

A part of the Nation’s B-29 

bomber fleet was grounded today 
while the Air Force launched an 

investigation into a series of 

crashes which have,killed at least 

120 men in the past 12 weeks. 
Oen. Hoyt S. Vandenberg, chief 

of staff, issued the grounding 
order last night. 

A few hours before, the latest 
crash had killed five of a nine- 
man crew aboard a Super Fortress 
which was taking off to help 
search for the 20 men aboard an- 

other B-29 missing off Bermuda 
since midweek. 

Six accidents have occurred in 
the past 16 days, with a known 
death toll of 35 and with the 20 
men aboard the lost B-29 still 
missing. 

27 Lost Since August 26. - 

Available unofficial records show 
that since August 26, when 16 
crewmen died after an engine 
caught fire in a takeoff from 
Hickam Field, Hawaii, 27 Super 
Fortresses have gone down with a 

death toll of 120. 
While the Air Force refused to 

aay at this time how many acci- 
dents have occurred since the war 

or during the last year, it once 
estimated that during a given 
year it could expect about 60 
B-29s to be wrecked in crashes. 

This estimate was given last 
year by officers testifying on the 
Air Force appropriation bill. 

In discussing the question of 
how many replacement aircraft 
would be needed, they said plan- 
ning for the fiscal year was based 
on the probability that an aver- 

age of 61 B-29s would be wrecked. 
Their reference was to loss of 

aircraft by all types of accidents, 
including ground accidents or 
crash landings which resulted in 
no casualties but made the air- 
plane useless. 

Inspections to Be Made. 
Gen. Vandenberg’s order will 

have this effect: 
Any Super Fortress used by the 

Strategic Air Copunand or the 
19th Bomb Group in the Far East 
—unless all of its four engines 
have been “modernized” — is j 
grounded until a detailed inspec- , 
tion can be made by technical ( 

experts. 
The greater part of all B-29s 

are used by either SAC or the l»th 
Group. 

A second part of the order 
grounds all B-29s which have 
been subjected to “maximum op- 
erating stresses," but this part of 
the directive does not apply to 
SAC and 19th Group planes. 

That is because any B-29 used 
by those operating forces cus- 

tomarily takes off heavily loaded, 
flies at high altitudes and high 
Speed and otherwise undergoes 
“maximum operating stresses.” 
Strict application of that order 
would have grounded the whole 
combat fleet of B-29s. 

Some B-29s Exempted. 
Therefore, the second part of 

the order apparently applied only 
to a relatively few B-29s used in 
rescue search or weather recon- 

naissance missions. Gen. Van- 
denberg specifically exempted 
~ 

(See B-29s, Page A-2.) 

B-29 Search Narrowed 
i*- 

Northeast of Bermuda 
ty the Associated Press 

HAMILTON, Bermuda, Nov. 19. 
—Planes and ships narrowed their 
search today to an area 290 miles 
northeast of Bermuda. A United 
States Air Force pilot said he 
spotted what might be the floating 
"wreckage there of a B-29 which 
disappeared last Wednesday with 
20 men aboard. 
i It wak the third report to spur 
on the huge search party seeking 

"the bomber crew who last mes- 

saged they were going to crash 
land in the sea. 

’.a Red flares had been seen Thurs- 
day night about 40 miles north- 

-east of the area where First Lt. 
'Richard Mullin, of the 32d Bom- 
t bardment Squadron of the 301st 
'Bombardment Group, said he saw 

'.’What appeared to bg debris. 
Returning from his search mis- 

sion, Lt. Mullin said he picked up 
"•‘faint radio signal giving a group 
of call letters for the 32d Bom- 

■ bardment Group, to which the lost 
••plane belonged. Later he heard 
'•an SOS and then spotted a red 
-object, several yellow boxes and 
tthat he believed to be a piece of 
aluminum. He said thre was no 

-sign of life. 
♦ ^Another search plane pilot said 

he thought he saw a yellow one- 

’man life raft in the same area. 
~ "One of the biggest peacetime 

searches continued in the area, 
with the Canadian aircraft car- 

rier Magnificent and two United 
mates Coast Guard cutters join- 
ing the hunt. 

Manstein Hurt in Fall 
'''"HAMBURG, Germany, Nov. 19 
m.—The British army announced 
today that former German Field 
'Marshal Erich von Manstein, now 

mi trial on war crimes charges,( 
suffered a broken collar bone in 
S' fBll in his room. 

Plane Rams Into Detroit House; 
1 Feared Dead, Child Trapped 

Would-Be Rescuers Driven Back by Flames; 
Three Persons Taken to Hospital 

BULLETIN 
DETROIT (/P>.—1The two 

crew members of a DC-3 freight 
plane—Arthur Dedee of Brook- 
lyn, pilot, and a Mr. Marrow, 
an executive who was serving 
as co-pilot—were killed today 
when the plane crashed into a 

house near City Airport. 

•y the Associated Press 

DETROIT, Nov, 19.—A twin- 
engined freight plane approach- 

ing the City Airport crashed into 
a house today and burst into a 

mass of flames. At least one per- 
son was believed dead. 

Neighbors said they thought a 

child was trapped in the two- 
story frame building, but there 
was no confirmation. 

Three persons were taken to 
Saratoga Hospital. The hospital 
said they were Harold Witzke, his 
mother, Mrs. Bertha Witzke, and 
R. B. Perry. Mr. Witzke was re- 

ported in critical condition. 

All were in the house, according 
to hospital officials. They said the 
pilot of the plane was expected 
to be brought in later. 

The plane, which normally car- 

ries a crew of two, Was reported 
coming in for a landinng through 
a light snowfall. Witnesses said 
the pilot seemed to be struggling 
to pull it up as it neared the 
ground. 

Gasoline flowed from the 
wreckage and spread flames along 
the street. 

The ship belonged to the Meteor 
Air Transport Co. and was coming 
from the East, company officials 
said. 

The impact of the crash carried 
the DC-3 ship into the center of 
the wreckage of the house, which 
was demolished. The debris and 
flames kept rescue crews from 
reaching the cabin. 

Police said one of the survivors 
wore flight clothing. They said 
the other crewman was believed 
trapped. 

One of the injured was an aged 
woman found pinned in the 

wrefkage on the back porch. Two 

| more stumbled from the house. 
A police line held back crowds 

which swarmed to the scene. They 
said a gasoline explosion was 

feared. 
Meteor officials said their freight 

planes seldom carry passengers. 

Standards Engineer 
Plunges to Death Off 
Calvert Street Bridge 

A. Rv Pierce, 55, Had 
Been Trying to Build 
Albemarle Street Home 

Abial Richmond Pierce. 55, an 

automotive engineer at the Na- 

tional Bureau of Standards, 
plunged to his death from the Cal- 
vert Street Bridge today. 

Mr. Pierce,/ according to his 
wife, had left his apartment at 

1729 Thirty-fifth street N.W. at 

7:30 a.m. to look over the work 

on a new home he is building. 
His body was found on the road- 

way under the bridge shortly be- 

fore 8 aun. by Emmett S. Bradford 
of Hyattsville, Md., who was driv- 
ing to work at the Washington 
Gas Light Co. 

Worried Over Progress. 
Mrs. Pierce said her husband 

had been extremely worried about 
the progress that was being made 
on the home he was trying to 
build himself at 4806 Albemarle 
street N.W. 

Dressed in rough working 
clothes with his pockets full of 
nails and a ruler, Mr. Pierce had 
arranged to meet a carpenter at 
the new home today, Mrs. Pierce 
said. 

“This is the first home we’ve 
ever owned,” she said brokenly. 

Mr. Pierce’s boss at the Bureau 
of Standards, Clarence S. Bruce, 
said Mr. Pierce had tqld him he 
wanted to build the home so 

his daughter would have a place 
to bring her friends. 

Had Been on Week’s Leave. 
The daughter Janet, 21, is a 

student at George Washington 
University. 

Mr. Pierce had been taking a 

week’s leave from his job at the 
Bureau of Standards to supervise 
the construction work. The ex- 

cavation had been completed and 
the footings were in. The family 
had hoped to move in next spring. 

The Pierces came here from 
Springfield, Mo., nine years ago. 
At the Bureau of Standards, Mr. 
Pierce worked in the dynamometer 
laboratory where automotive en- 

gines are tested. 

Ousted-Polish Minister 
Reported Under Arrest 

By the Associated Pms 

WARSAW, Poland, Nov. 19.— 
Gen. Marian Spychalski, ousted 
Minister of Reconstruction, was 
rumored last night to have been 
arrested here. No official con- 

firmation of the report could be 
obtained immediately. 

Gen. Spychalski already had 
been purged from the Central 
Committee of the Polish United 
Workers (Communist) Party and 
from his reconstruction post. A 

speaker before the Central Com- 
mittee made a bitter attack on 

Gen. Spychalski’s conduct in of- 
fice. 

Two other high Polish officials 
also were on the Communist— 
and government—black list. Pre- 
mier Josef Cyrankiewicz, speaking 
before the Central Party group, 
denounced Stanlslaw Kowalewski, 
Vice Minister of Agriculture, and 
Tadieusz Kochanowicz, Vice Min- 
ister of Labor and Social Welfare. 

The Premier accused them of 
wartime collaboration with the 
Nazis and of “hypocrisy.” 

Haiti Jails 8 Politicians 
PORT AU PRINCE, Haiti, Nov. 

19 (£*).—An official of the Depart- 
ment of the Interior confirmed 
today that eight opposition lead- 
ers had been arrested. (This dis- 
patch, which passed through cen- 

sorship, did not name the leaders 
nor give any further details.) 

Lard Rushcliffe Dies 
SEAFORD, England, Nov. 19 

Baron Rushcliffe, former 
British Labor Minister, died at 
his home here last night. j 

Anderson Forecasts 
i 

Nomination, Election 
Of Truman in '52 

Also Predicts Victory 
Next Year; Millikin 
Disputes His Claim 

fty the Associated Pres* 

i Senator Anderson, Democrat, of 
; New Mexico expressed confidence 
today that the Democratic Party 

i will re-nominate President Tru- 

man in 1952 and that he'will win 

another four-year term. 

Senator Anderson, formerly Mr. 

Truman’s Secretary of Agricul- 
ture, is now chairman of the 

Democratic Senatorial Campaign 
Committee. He recently returned 
to the Capital from the West to 
map a campaign for retaining 
Democratic control of the Senate 
in next year’s election, when 36 
scats will be at stake. 

Senator Anderson said he is 
optimistic about Democratic 
chances in both the 1950 and 1952 
elections. As for Mr. Truman, he 
commented: 

“I think he’ll be the nominee 
and will be elected.” He added: 

“I also am confident that the 
party will retain its majority in 
the Senate and increase it. I have 
been talking with a lot af farmers 
and businessmen in California, 
Arizona, New Mexico, Texas, Okla- 
homa and Colorado, and I’m very 
much encouraged." 

Senator Anderson has been 
among those mentioned as pos- 
sible Democratic presidential tim- 
ber in 1952 if Mr. Truman is not 
nominated. The President has 
refused to say what his plans are 
for 1952. 

Senator Millikin of Colorado, a 

top Republican leader in the Sen- 
ate, sharply disputed Senator An- 
derson’s claims for next year’s 
congressional elections. 

Senator Millikin • didn’t go so 
far as to predict that Republicans 
would take control of Congress 
from the Democrats. But he said 
Republican chances of making 
substantial gains are excellent. 

Two New York Airports 
Ban Fighter Planes 

•y the Associated Prats 

NEW YORK, Nov. 19.—A “keep 
off” sign to fighter-type air- 
craft has been posted at La 
Guardia Field and the New York 
International Airport. 

The ban, ordered yesterday by 
the Port of New York Authority, 
followed a series of Air Force 
plane accidents in the last two 
weeks. 

The Authority, which operates 
the two giant airfields, said the 
order closes the fields to all fighter 
planes, “regardless of ownership 
and regardless of whether or not 
they are modified or converted." 

The announcement, which came 
after the Civil Aeronautics Admin- 
istration in Washington banned 
fighter-type craft from the Wash- 
ington National Airport, said the 
order applied to such planes as 

the F-38, F-47, F-81, F8F and 
F9F, all fighters. 

Below-Freezing Weather 
Covers Most of South 

There were a few wet spots and 
some freezing weather over the 
South but generally fair weather 
was in prospect for most of the 
Nation today. 

The mercury dropped below 
freezing over most of the South 
early today. It fell to 22 above 
at Rome, Ga.; 26 at Columbia, 
S. C., Vicksburg, Miss., and Chat- 
tanooga, Tenn.; 27 at Greensboro, 
N. C.; 28 at Birmingham, Ala.; 29 
at Knoxville, Tenn., and 32 at At- 
lanta. 

There were some snow flurries 
in the Northern and Eastern 
Great Lakes region, eastward to 
the North Atlantic ^tates. Most 
of the Northern part of the coun- 

try had cloudy weather. g* 

Crommelin Case 
Closed, Sherman 
Bars Navy Trial 

Captain's New Attack 
On Unification Policy 
Added to His Record 

By John A. Giles 
Admiral Forrest P. Sherman to- j 

day flatly rejected Capt. John G. 
Crommelin’s request for a court- 
martial and marked the case of] 
the Navy’s outspoken unification] 
critic as closed. 

Capt. Crommelin yesterday de- 
manded that a reprimand which 
Admiral Sherman gave him No- 
vember 7 be expunged from his 
record and that he be tried by 
court-martial for having released 
confidential Navy documents to 
the public. 

A spokesman for Admiral Sher- 
man, Chief of Naval Operations, 
pointed out that the reprimand- 
ing letter advised the captain that 
he was free to make a reply be- 
fore it became a part of his offi- 
cial personnel record. 

“That reply has been made and 
considered and no further action 
will be taken,” the spokesman de- 
clared. 

Made Part of Record. 

Thus both the reprimand and 
the captain’s caustic reply of yes- 
terday in which he renewed his 
attack on national defense poli- 
cies, will become a part of Capt. 
Crommelin’s record and will come 

up for consideration when he is 
again considered for promotion. 

After Admiral Sherman made 
his announcement, Capt. Crom- 
melin indicated that he was not 
yet through with his campaign 
to bring about a change in the 
Nation's defense setup. 

“L would just like to say that 
my personal welfare is completely 
unimportant and it is my fervent 
hope that the, Defense Establish- 
ment will be further investigated 
by Congress. 

“And I hope that Congress will 
restore the system of checks and 
balances so necessary for the 
operation of our defense estab- 
lishment." 

Not Detached From Duty Here. 
The captain said he could not 

say at this time when he would 
leave Washington for San Fran- 
cisco, where he has been ordered 
as aviation officer of the Western 
Sea Frontier. He added that he- 
had two weeks in which to report 
to the West Coast and that he 
had not yet been detached from 
duty in Admiral Sherman’s office 
in the Pentagon. 

Admiral Sherman appears to 
have been well covered by naval 
regulations in releasing the stiff 
reprimand which he handed Capt. 
Crommelin. An aide yesterday 
cited a restricted letter of last 
January 7 in which the then Sec- 
retary of the Navy, John L. Sulli- 
van, ruled that “a public repri- 
mand may be issued by a fleet 
commander, by a force commander 
or by higher authority.” 

In his reply to the reprimand, 
Capt. Crommelin took a clout 
at a “small group of men” 
who, he said, have “com- 
plete and full control" of the De- 
fense Department and a “care- 
fully prepared plan” to take over 
its civilian operations. He told 
reporters he was referring to Army 
and Air Force officers. 

“Their plan is very, very close 
to a scheme drawn up by Heinz 
Guderian, the last chief of staff 
of Hitleh In fact, it’s so close, 
this is it." 

Charges Shrewd Propaganda. 
He said in the letter that these 

men have used “shrewd propa- 
ganda methods” and “sharp po- 
litical maneuvers" to give an im- 
pression that “a small powerful 
military group, whose decisions 
are sacroscant, is the only answer 
to inter-service disagreements.” 

He added that “the real truth” 
had been concealed from the pub- 
lic and that therefore it was neces- 
sary for the security of the coun- 
try for him to release last October 
3 a confidential letter in which 
Vice Admiral Gerald F. Bogan 
complained to Mr. Matthews that 
Navy morale was going to pieces. 
The admiral said the reason was 
that present defense policies give 
too much emphasis and funds to 
the Air Force and not enough to 
the Navy. 

Two members of Cohgress, Sen- 
ator McCarthy, Republican, of 
Wisconsin, and Representative 
Sutton, Democrat, of Tennessee, 
have offered Capt. Crommelin any 
help they can give. That Includes 
legal advice should there be a 
court martial. 

Sepator McCarthy was a Marine 
captain in the war. Representa- 
tive Sutton was a wounded, much- 
decorated member of a Navy un- 
derwater demolition outfit. 

Two Fired by Britain 
In Peanut Plan Fiasco 

By th« Atiociatad Pr«u 

LONDON, Nov. 19.—Britain’s 
Labor government today fired two 
members of the board which- runs 
the government’s vast East Afri- 
can peanuts-for-food oil project. 

The dismissals followed by two 
weeks an official report that the 
project had fallen far short of 
expectations. 

Those dismissed were A. J. 
Wakefield and John Rosa. Wake- 
field helped pioneer the project 
as leader of the fovernment sur- 

vey commission sent to Africa in 
1946. Rosa and Wakefield signed 
the original mission report recom- 

mending the peanut projert. 
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U. N. Beats Down Reds 
Twice in Arms Ban on 

2 Neighbors of Greece 
Embargo Is Imposed on 

Albania and Bulgaria; 
Committee Continued 

BULLETIN 
LAKE SUCCESS m.—The 

United States told the United 
Nations today that it is helping 
European countries rearm be- 
cause they fear the intentions 
of the Soviet Union. 

By th« Associated Press 

NEW YORK, Nov. 19.—The 
United Nations General Assembly 
beat down Russian opposition 
once again yesterday and ap- 
proved an arms embargo against 
Greece’s Cominfprm neighbor*. 

The Assembly also voted gown 
the Russian group in their mo- 
tion to discontinue the special 
U. N. committee watching Greece's 
borders and the civil war that 
has raged across them. 

The arms embargo was directed 
at Albania and Bulgaria. The 
Assembly has only a kind of moral 
force with which to enforce the 
ban, but none of the countries 
in the Western ranks of nations 
are known to be sending arms 
to Albania and Bulgaria now. 

By a vote of 50 to 6, with two 
abstentions, the Assembly ap- 
proved an American-supported 
proposal to impose the arms em- 
bargo until such countries as 

Albania and Bulgaria stop aiding 
Greek guerrillas fighting the 
Athens government. 

Yugoslavia Backs Soviet. 
Yugoslavia, once dh the commit- 

tee’s list, has been dropped from 
this accusation since Marshall 
Tito split with the Cominform 
more than a year ago. The U. N. 
committee has reported that 
Yugoslavia has ceased helping the 
Greek rebels. 

But Yugoslavia yesterday joined 
the Soviet bloc in opposing the 
resolution finally adopted. To 
most observers, this seemed to 
dash hopes that Marshall Tito’s 
government might patch up its 
differences with Greece. Yugo- 
slav Delegate Dr. Alex Bebler ac- 
cused the Athens government of 
engaging in terrorism, atrocities 
and brutality, especially in Mace- 
donia. 

The Soviet proposal rejected by 
the Assembly, paragraph by para- 
graph, called for withdrawal of all 
foreign troops from Greece, dis- 
solution of the V. N. committee 
and creation of a big power border 
commission to supervise the fron- 
tier between Greece and her 
northern neighbors? The resolu- 
tion as adopted extended the life 
of the U. N. commission for an- 
other year. 

Colonies Up Today. 
Today the General Assembly 

takes up the disposal of Italy’s 
prewar colonies in Africa. The 
Assembly Is expected to adopt a 

plan calling for independence for 
(See U. N., Page A-3.) 

Weather Over Week End 
To Be Cool, Pleasant 

A cool but pleasant week end is 
in store for Washington. 

The Weather Bureau predicted 
considerable cloudiness, with oc- 
casional ^bursts of sunshine, for 
today. The wind will be nippy, 
with gusts up to 20 miles an hour, 
but the weather will be'wanner 
than yesterday, with a high 
around 52 degrees. Tonight the 
mercury is expected to drop to 40 

degree^. 
Tomorrow will be better. The 

forecaster predicted a good deal 
of sunshine, with temperatures in 
the upper 50s. 

Yesterday’s high of 48 degrees 
was the lowest maximum tem- 
perature so far this winter. Last 
night’s low was 32 degrees.- 

Helmet on Spire 
Of Westminster 
Startles London 

By the Associated Press 

LONDON, Nov. 19.—Dawn 
broke today on a startling sight 
at Westminster: The tallest spire 

! which towers over Parliament was 

wearing a policeman’s helmet. 
| The top of the spire is 250 feet 
from the grbund. The last 15 
feet are absolutely bare of foot- 
holds. And last night there was a 

dense fog. 
Police officials whose job it is 

to guard the Houses of Commons 
and Lords were understandably 
reluctant to talk. One of them, 
however, did let drop that police 
had received a phone call last 
night from a man with a mocking 
voice, who said: 

“There’s a policeman's helmet 
on the spire of Central Hall 
Tower.” v 

They didn’t believe Kim. They 
did this morning, though. 

The Ministry of Supply promised 
to supply a steeplejack as soon as 

the frost dried off the tower. An 
old-time member of the House of 
Commons staff said the spire was 
last climbed 42 years ago. 

Some London newspapers noted 
that ■London medical students had 
a dance not far from Westminster 
last night. London medical stu- 
dents always have neen a bit 
devilish. 

Soviet Demands Recall 
Of Yugoslavia's Acting 
MoscowEmbassyHead: 

Russia Holds Presence 
Of Charge d'Affaires 
Is 'Impossible' 

ly the Associated Press 

MOSCOW, Nov. 19.—The So- 

viet government lor the second 
time in three weeks has demanded 
the formal recall of Yugoslavia’s 
top diplomat in the Russian; 

capital. 
A Soviet note said the presence 

In Moscow of Charge d’Affaires 
Lazo Latinovic, acting head of his 
country’s Embassy staff, was 

“impossible.” 
Last month the Russians told 

Premier-Marshal Tito’s govern- 
ment the same thing about Yugo- 
slav Ambassador Karl Mrazovicv 
wholn they accused of subversive 
activities. 

(In London, the Soviet news 

agency Tass said Latinovic had 
been expelled from Russia for 
spying and subversive activi- 
ties. Tass also disclosed that 
three Russian representatives 
had been ordered out of Yugo- 
slavia.) 

» 

Both Out of Moscow* 
Neither Mrazovic nor Latinovic 

were in Moscow when the notes 
were delivered. The Ambassador 
Returned to Yugoslavia last Au- 
gust. Latinovic, who took charge 
of the Embassy when his chief 
departed, left Moscow October 30 
and now is in Yugoslavia, a 

(See MOSCOW, Page A-2.) 

Man Killed in Effort 
To Aid Dog on 

Busy Highway 
ty tho Associated Press 

ALTOONA, Pa., Nov. 19.— 
Traffic streamed unhesitat- 
ingly past the huddled form of 
a little white dog on a high- 
way last night. 

Finally a sympathetic mo- 

torist—21-year-old Reno W. 
Russ—stopped to see if he 
could aid the pup. 

As Mr. Russ bent over the 
animal another vehicle struck 
him. 

The bodies of the man and 
the dog lay side by side on 
the road. Both were dead. 

Reno Gambling Figure 
Wounded in Ambush 
By Shotgun Blasts 

Lincoln Fitzgerald Shot 
Down on Leaving Home 
For His Casino 

By the Associated Press 

RENO, Nev., Nov. 19.—Lincoln 
Fitzgerald, prominent Nevada and 

Michigan gambling figure, was 

critically injured by shetgun 
blasts in an ambush shooting here 

at midnight. 
Although the 57-year-old casino 

operator was reputed to have 
carried large sums of money. 
Detective Sergt. Michael Salonisan 
declared: “It couldn’t have been 
robbery." 

“It must have been revenge,” 
the police officer added. 

Fitzgerald, co-operator of the 
Nevada Club, big downtown 
gambling house, was shot down 
as he started to leave his home 
for the club shortly before mid- 
night. ' 

Two charges were fired into 
his back at close range. 

Found by Wife. 

Fitzgerald, a former night club 
operator in Macomb County, 
Mich., was found by his wife 
Meta, 38, shortly after the blasts 
of the shotgun awoke many resi- 
dents in his exclusive Southwest 
Reno neighborhood. 

Mrs. Fitzgerald said she ran out 
of the house to the garage and 
found her husband slumped on 

the floor. 

He apparently had just opened 
the garage’s overhead doors. The 
light in the building was on, out- 
lining his body to the dark alley. 

Fitzgerald »was shot by a dou- 
ble-barreled shotgun held only 
inches from his right side toward 
the back and the main charge 
severed his spine. He was para- 
lyzed from the waist down, doc- 
tors said at Washoe Hospital. 

Chances Are Slim. 
They indicated his chances to 

live were “very slim” as he was 

moved to a room where transfu- 
sions were continued. 

Chief of Police L. R. Greeson 
said one charge missed Fitzgerald 
entirely. He added that wadding 
from one'shell was buried in the 
wound and that this and powder 
bums showed the gun was held 
almost against Fitzgerald’s body 
by some one who had been wait- 
ing at the side of the garage 
which was 15 feet back, behind 
a hedge from a dark alley. 

Chief Gleeson was asked if 
Fitzgerald and his partner, Danny 
Sullivan had had any tie in with 
the “Purple Gang” of Detroit 
during the years they operated in 
Michigan. 

“No, they .had no direct tieup,” 
the chief said. “The gang oc- 

casionally hung out at thejr place, 
but they were not tied up in any 

(See GAMBLER. Page A-2.) 

Virginian Dies as Train Hits 
Car Parked on Tracks 

A 22-year-old Harrisonburg 
(Va.) man was killed instantly 
early today when his car was 

struck by a Norfolk & Western 
Railroad freight train near Elk- 
ton, Va. 

The victim was identified by 
State Police as Eugene Miller 
Braden. 

Trooper C. H. Moore said the 
car was parked on the tracks 
about 4; feet from the crossing 
when it was hit by the northbound 
train. Wreckage was strewn over 

a 200-foot distance. 
According to Trooper Moore, 

Mr. Braden apparently had fallen 
asleep in the car, the hand brake 
of which was pulled back. He 
added that Mr. Braden’s wife is 
in -Rockingham County Hospital, 
Harrisonburg, with a 6-day-old 
baby. A 

Kidnaped Girl 
Secluded After 
Slaying Attacker 

Police Tell of Ride, 
Failure of Man's 
Rescue Attempt 

Still shaken from a night of 
horror, a 19-year-old Navy De- 

partment employe was secluded in 

her family home near Stephens 
City, Va., today while police told 
how she killed a man who held 
her captive for eight hours. 

Miss Theresa Koenig, 856 North 
Kensington street, Arlington, an 

artist with the Navy Bureau of 
Personnel, telephoned officers from 
a farmhouse yesterday: 

“I have just shot a man; come 
and get me.” 4 

Painter, 22. Killed. * 

The man she killed was Charles 
Kenneth Ellyett, 22, a painter, 
who had met her four months 
ago on a bus. There were dates; 
orders from Miss Koenig’s father 
to break off the association, and 
then Thursday night, tragedy. 
This is the story investigators 
told: 

Forcing her from her Arlington 
room W'ith a gun, Ellyett held Miss 
Koenig captive from 9 pm. until 
5 a.m., threatening to blow both 
of them “to kingdom come” with 
two sticks of dynamite if she did 
not submit to his advances. 

An unwilling companion part 
of the night was William Bryant, 
an acquaintance of Ellyett living 
in Arlington. Forced to go along, 
he finally slipped away and made 
a frantic but unsuccessful attempt 
to overtake Ellyett in another car. 

The final scene of the terror- 
filled night took place off Hel- 
veston road, north of Berryville, 
in Clarke County. There Ellyett, 
who was drunk, stopped the car, 
walked around to the right side 
and told Miss Koenig to move to 
the driver’s position. 

Pleaded and Threatened. 
He pleaded with her and 

threatened her. He ordered her 
to take off her shoes, and then 
began forcing his attentions on 
her. 

In the scuffle Miss Koenig 
wrested a .38 caliber revolver 
from Ellyett’s hip holster, and 
shot him in the abdomen. 

Dazed and shocked, she left 
the car, forgetting her shoes. 
Still clutching the gun in her 
hand, she ran most of the three- 
quarters of a mile to the home 
of Harry B. Nicodemus, jr., whose 
farmhouse is on the site of the 
old poorhouse. 

Then she telephoned Deputy 
Sheriff S. M. Carper and told 
what she had done. At Mr. Car- 
per’s command, she handed the 
revolver to Mr. Nicodemus and 
waited for the officers to come. 

Find Ellyett Dead. 
They found Ellyett slumped in 

the front seat of the club coupe, 
dead. In his rear pocket was a 
second weapon, a .32-caliber re- 
volver. In the rear seat were two 
sticks of dynamite, with cap and 
a fuse short enough to have ex- 

ploded seconds after it was ig- 
nitedf. 

Ellyett’s threatened use of dyna- 
(See SLAYING, Page A-2.) 

Court Forces Paper 
To 'Kill' Housing Story 

By th« Associated Pross 

PASCO, WASH.. Nov. 19.— 
Pasco’s Tri-City Herald, daily 
newspaper, is under court order 
today not to publish an article 
criticizing construction work in a 

housing project on the edge of 
the Hanford Atomic Works. 

Superior Judge B. B. Horrigan 
issued the restraining order at the 
request of the Columbia Construc- 
tion Co., Inc., contractors for the 
project. 

The order came an hour or so / 

before deadline, and the Herald 
pulled out Its story to comply. 

The paper already had printed 
three stories in an illustrated series 
sharply critical of the quality of 
construction by the company. 

A (100,000 damage suit was 
filed by the firm against the news- 

paper for the articles already pub- 
lished. The complaint said they 
contained “untrue and damaging 
statements.” 

The company alleged that 
printing of the articles while a 
company suit to collect from v* 
war veteran tenant is pending in 
court constituted an obstruction 
of justice and contempt of court. 

The order stopping publication 
is believed “without precedent” in 
Washington State courts. 

In issuing the restrainer. Judge 
Horrigan order’ed the construction 
firm to post (1,000 “to protect” the 
newspaper. He set a hearing for 
next Tuesday. 

Star Presents 
Football Roundup 

On WMAL Tonight 
For today’s football head- 

lines and scores, tune in The 
Star’s Football Roundup broad- 
cast tonight over Station 
WMAL at 8 o’clock direct from 
The Star’s newsroom. 

Don’t phone The Star for 
scores. 


