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Airport Cab Monopoly 
The only basis on which the order setting 

up a taxicab monopoly at the National 

Airport can be justified is an assumption 
that the public interest will be better 
served. It is not yet clear how the general 
public will benefit by an arbitrary restric- 
tion on the number and kind of cabs 

available to airport patrons. 
Certainly Washington cab drivers and 

their patrons have good cause to protest 
an order which, if enforced as written, will 

prevent a customer from holding a cab 
after arrival at the airport pending the 

picking up of tickets or baggage or the 

{transaction of other business at the 

terminal. The order specifically states 
that any car for hire not covered by the 
CAA contract with Airport Transport, Inc., 

may not park at the airport "except for 
the purpose of discharging passengers.” 
The threat of a $500 fine or six months’ 

Imprisonment hangs over the unprivileged 
cab driver who cruises or stops for the 

purpose of soliciting or picking up passen- 
gers at the airport. 

The order against soliciting passengers 
Is an old one, but until recently non- 

contract drivers were provided with, a stand 
near the airport loading platform, from 
which point customers could summon them. 

Airport officials assert that cab drivers 
abused this privilege by leaving the stand 
to solicit patronage. But cab drivers have 

complained that airport cab controllers 
have favored the contract drivers, even to 
the extent in some instances of trying to 
induce passengers to use only the monop- 
oly cabs. • 

Airport authorities, in defense of the 
order, say that there are sufficient contract 
cabs and limousines to handle the needs 
of the public at the airport. But there 
are not sufficient of these cabs and cars 

available in Washington to meet the im- 
mediate needs of persons wishing to reach 
the airport in a hurry. Such airport- 
bound patrons must depend on regular 
local cabs for transportation across the 
river. If these cabs are prevented from 
picking up a return load at the airport, 
it is only to be expected that they will 
charge a higher rate for the trip, as com- 

pensation for their loss of revenue. Here, 
again, the public would be the loser under 
the order preventing unauthorized pick- 
ups at the airport. 

Unfortunately, the cabs involved in this 
controversy operate in a twilight zone of 

public utility regulation. There is no dis- 
interested regulatory commission to which 
they may take their complaint, unless it 
be the Interstate Commerce Commission. 
The latter would have to increase its staff 
materially to handle taxicab service and 
rates between the District and nearby 
counties. This is another example of the 
need for a special Metropolitan Area Pub- 
lic Utilities Commission to rule on such 
fringe problems as cab operations between 
Washington and the airport. 

Panama Coup d'Etat 
The facts that the coup d’etat In Panama 

which ousted the President was bloodless 
and that we regard it as “constitutional” 
does not detract from its regrettable impli- 
cations. In the first place, it discloses a 

rather sordid condition of Panamanian 
politics. And, from the broader aspect, it 
conforms to what seems to be a growing 
pattern of power seizures by the armed 
forces in Latin American countries that is 
both discouraging and disquieting. 

Panama is one of the smallest and least 

populous of the Latin American states. 
It owes its very existence to the Panama 
Canal, which bisects its territory, the Canal 
Zone itself being controlled by tlbe United 
States. This vital interoceanic waterway, 
so vital to our strategy and economy, gives 
us a special interest in the affairs of the 
Panama Republic. Conversely, the re- 

public has been permeated by American 
Influences for nearly half a century. On 

paper, Panama is a full-fledged democracy, 
with an excellent constitution and bill of 

rights. Yet its political annals, of which 
the current coup is merely the latest 

chapter, suggest that the spirit of democ- 

racy fails to inspire the working of its 

political institutions. Panama has had its 
full share of revolutionary upsets, con- 

spiracies and factionalism, combined with 

jobbery and corruption. The current coup 
appears to have been motivated by a clash 
between personalities within the dominant 

political party over alleged monopolistic 
practices by the heads of the police force. 
When President Chanis demanded their 

resignations on this issue, they retaliated 

by mobilizing the police and compelling his 

resignation. 
It should be understood that, in Panama, 

the police force is equivalent to the Army, 
there being no military establishment ex- 

cept a small presidential palace guard 
designed chiefly for ceremonial purposes. 
The police chief, Colonel Jose Remon, has 
known how to gain the loyalty of his well- 
trained and well-armed force. And he 
has already shown his “strong-man” at- 
tributes by the way he handled political 
crises under former Presidents. From this 
technically efficient and eminently success- 

ful coup, Colonel Remon emerges as the 
dominant personality in Panamanian poli- 
tics. Although Vice President Chiari was 

promptly inducted as chief executive under 
due constltrgjlpnal procedure, there can be 

scant doubt that the dynamic colonel is 
the power behind the scenes and will profit 
accordingly. Appearances have been pre- 
served. Yet a long step has been taken 
away from genuine democracy toward the 
authoritarian or “police” state. 

In all this, there is little that we can do. 
As our Secretary of State recently re- 

marked, democracy cannot be imposed 
from without, but must grow from within. 
Yet the realities of the situation should be 
recognized. And they are not happy ones. 

The Angus Ward Appeal 
In terms of leading to prompt and satis- 

factory results, the State Department’s 
thirty-nation appeal in the Angus Ward 
case may prove to be more spectacular 
than effective. Nevertheless, whether it 
succeeds or not, it at least has the virtue 
of dramatizing the fact that the Chinese 
Communist regime at Peiping—which pur- 
ports to be a government and which has 
been recognized as such by the Soviet 
Union—is guilty of violating what every 
civilized country has long regarded as the 
basic concepts of international relations. 

The appeal—addressed by Secretary' 
Acheson to the foreign ministers of all 
nations with representatives in China— 
has emphasized the point that the Peiping 
Reds have followed a course that should 
be of “direct and immediate concern” to 
any country interested in upholding rules 
vital to normal diplomatic intercourse. 
Ever since November, 1948, doing violence 
to those rules, thty have held our American 
consulate staff under house arrest at Muk- 
den; and for the past four week?, carrying 
their ill will to an outrageous extreme, 
they have kept Consul General Ward and 
four of his aides incommunicado behind 
prison bars, on charges of having beaten 
a Chinese employe in a wage dispute. 

At any rate, it is presumed that the five 
are in jail. Actually, howler, as a matter 
of demonstrated fact, we cannot be sure 

about that. For the Communists, despite 
our repeated protests, have contempt 
tuously refused to let us have any contact 
with Mr. Ward, and they have failed to 
tell us where he is or whether he and his 
associates are sick or well. As Secretary 
Acheson has declared, all this is in direct 
violation of the “universal practice” of 
permitting consuls, even when accused of 
criminal acts, to remain at liberty on bail 
and to have freedom to communicate with 
their governments. It is a violation, in 
short, that runs barbarously counter to 
standards developed through the centuries 
to civilize the conduct of international 
relations. 

one or tne recipients or tne state De- 

partment’s appeal is Soviet Foreign Min- 
ister Vishinsky. But it remains to be seen 

whether he will express to the Peiping 
regime what Mr. Acheson has described 
as "the concern which your government 
undoubtedly feels over the treatment” 
accorded Mr. Ward. There is some reason 

to doubt that the Kremlin "undoubtedly” 
feels that way, the reason being that its 
puppets elsewhere—in Poland, in Hungary, 
in Northern Korea, etc.—have several 
times handed out much of the same sort 
of treatment to citizens of the United 
States and other Western countries. In- 
deed, such CMOS': have been frequent 
enough to add up to a pattern strongly 
suggesting a deliberate and systematic 
policy which Moscow has inspired for 
reasons known only to Itself. •. 

But whatever may be Mr. Vishinsky’s 
response, Mr. Acheson’s appeal has more 

than a little potential force in it. Thus, 
by placing $hem on the defensive before 
the civilized countries of the world, it may 
have the effect of making it difficult for 
the Chinese Communists to hold fast to 
their present course without at the same 

time persuading a number of governments 
—notably those in the British Common- 
wealth—to check a tendency to extend 
early diplomatic recognition to them. That 
is one consideration that may be important 
to the Peiping regime—perhaps important 
enough to cause it to about-face in its 
treatment of Angus Ward. 

The appeal, of course, falls far short of 
the direct action advocated by some Amer- 
icans. But it makes sense as one of several 
moves—including possible steps in the 
United Nations—that can be taken with- 
out a show of physical force. After all, 
considering the explosive state of the 
world and the tremendously complicated 
Chinese situation, the idea of resorting 
to force—such as landing the Marines— 
seems childishly reckless When there are 

still available other pressures that can be 
applied without starting something that 
could blow up into war. 

Air Rescue Achievement 
The thrilling rescue of the eighteen sur- 

vivors of the ditched B-29 in mid-Atlantic 
is a testimonial to the efficiency of the 
newly organized air-rescue division of the 
Military Air. Transport Service, more 

familiarly known as MATS. One of the 
early products of unification, MATS was 

formed by a merger of the global air trans- 

port services of the Air Force and Navy. 
And one of the priority projects of MATS 
was the organization of a rescue system 
trained and equipped to function either 
at sea or over the far overland reaches of 
our air transport routes. 
* When the Air Force Superfortress was 

reported down somewhere off Bermuda 
last week, MATS swung into action quickly. 
Using its own far-ranging search planes 
and aided by all available planes of the 
Air Force and Navy and by American and 
British warships, Coast Guard cutters and 
merchant ships, officials in charge of the 

widespread search directed the operations 
methodically and tirelessly. It was a B-17 
attached to the air-rescue service which 
finally sighted the two wave-swept rafts 
of the haggard airmen and directed a 

British destroyer to the scene. The major 
burden of the air search fell on B-29s of 
the Strategic Air Command, which r 

urally had a special Interest in press.. 
the hunt to a successful conclusion. B-2* 

operations were directed from command 

headquarters in Omaha. 
The B-29 rescue provides MATS with 

plenty of evidence of the need for further 

expansion of the air-rescue system. More 

equipment is being sought to make the 

system really world wide in scope. A fleet 
of Navy Albatross amphibians is being 
formed for such specialized tasks as rescue 

work at sea, evacuation of personnel from 
Islands or coastal joints and for transport 
of wounded or sick personnel. This ex- 

tended system will fit in with the inter- 
national air-sea rescue program of the 

^ltemational Civil Aeronautics 

tion, now in process of formation. When 
this program reaches its planned develop- 
ment, flyers and ships of all nations are 

expected to join in making overseas and 
transcontinental flying safer for every one. 

There will always be hazards, of course, but 
the chances of death through inadequacy 
of search and rescue operations can be 
greatly diminished—as the B-29 episode 
has demonstrated. 

Field Marshal Montgomery 
Field Marshal Montgomery, Viscount of 

Alamein, has been in Washington before 
and his present visit is not official, but 
“the greatest British commander since 
Wellington” is none the less welcome on 

this occasion. Much has happened since 
he came to the United States in the 
autumn of 1946 to make all the English- 
speaking nations of the world glad that 
they are able and willing to work together. 
They have common traditions and many 
common objectives, shared by thousands 
of Americans whose captain he was for a 

while in World War II. 
Time has not changed “the conqueror 

of Rommel.” He still is the same wiry, 
active, energetic campaigner that he was 

in 1940. His habitual assertiveness is unal- 
tered. His democratic manner some- 

times has been misunderstood. Not every- 
body comprehends his Cromwellian devo- 
tion to Bible-reading, his disapproval of 
tobacco and alcohol, his sharp wit, his 
unlimited confidence in his own proce- 
dures. But the qualities thus listed in- 
variably have paid off in achievement. 

When the history of the twentieth cen- 

tury finally is written in definitive terms, 
the record of “Monty’s” African enterprise 
and his crushing of the German Seventh 
Army in France are certain to be spot- 
lighted. His work as chief of the British 
Imperial General Staff and his work as 

military head of the five .Western Euro- 
pean countries under the Brussels Alliance 
have yielded fruit of permanent value. 
Only sixty-two years of age, he is by no, 
means retired. If difficult days lie ahead, 
his help will be needed as It was In the 
unforgotten past. 

Next to the indestructible detective, the 
comics’ most unexplainable figure Is the 
young husband who eats day and night, yet 
keeps the 26-inch waistline. 

The word is around in grid circles that 
this year’s Army team is unnecessarily 
rough. Any admiral care to add to that? 

This and That 
By Charles E. Trace well 

“GEORGETOWN. 
‘Dear Sir:' 

“People are horrified when they eee a 

praying mantis eating a butterfly, but do 
you think they ought to be? 

“I had quite an argument over this with 
some friends. They said the insect should 
be killed, because it ate such * pretty but- 
terfly, and I said the prettiness of the 
butterfly had nothing at all to do with it, 
and that these things had been eating but- 
terflies for centuries and there were still 
plenty of butterflies. 

“It was unusual to see a butterfly so late. 
It was too bad the mantis got it. He was 

eating it as -if he enjoyed it, and no doubt 
he did.-: How could he know any better? 5 

“Are these insects more cruel than other 
insects? I find them very interesting and 
would like to know what to answer about 
them, because I am rather on their side 
than against) them. 11 

“Sincerely, M. M.” 
* * * * 

The question of the natural world, as it 
has been called, is a large one. 

Relativity, as Lecomte de Nouy points out, 
in his excellent book, “Human Destiny,” 
now to be had in a paper book at a cheap 
price, comes into play in all facets of human 
life. 

Black and white powders, mixed, as he 
says, make what seem to a human being 
a gray powder, but to a tiny insect the 
grains would simply be huge boulders, 
through and over which it must crawl. 

We must never forget, in considering thfc- 
animals, the birds, the bees, the fishes, all 
living things except man, that they have 
their own viewpoints, and their own ways 
of living. 

They are very old, too, and no doubt if 
they could talk would tell us that the world 
does not at all look as we say It does, and 
that our reasoning about things did not 
impress them as very good. 

They would give hundreds of examples 
of their way of viewing things, which we, 
as thinking beings, would have to admit 
were correct—from their viewpoint. 

In this way we come to see the danger 
of seeing everything from the strict human 
viewpoint. If we happen to be sensitive to 
such things, we do not like to see one insect 
eat another, or one animal catch and devour 
another. 

Nature’s way or providing dinner ior its 

pure creatures is extremely odd. to say the 
least. We who watch, often with shrinking, 
are Inclined to believe all nature cruel. 

Nothing could be more untrue. Nature has 
her own ways, and sometimes they are not 
our ways, but we are a part of nature, and 
have murdered our millions in our turn, 
and scarce can deprecate too much the 
promptings of the other things of nature. 

What we must not forget is what our 

correspondent points out, that the purely 
natural ways have been going on for a long 
time, and have become a sort of pattern. 
That is. each creature learns how to protect 
itself, to : certain extent, from others, else 
how .would there be any birds, in the face 
of cats—and man? How would there be 
any little fish, if all the big fish ate them 
all? The truth is that the big fish do not 
eat all the little fish—most of them manage 
to hide in aquatic plants, or Just swim 
faster than the larger ones. 

v * * * 

There is a plan in nature, and it is not 
always a human plan, but in the main It 
has worked out so well that often when 
we try to experiment, in sending animals 
to other countries, or killing off too many 
of the a-ntmals we do not like, we so change 
nature’s balance that strange things happen. 

As Tom Henry once pointed out, when we 

succeeded in almost eliminating the bobcat 
we left a place for a new predator, the 
homeless wild house cat. Some persons 
have thrown up their hands in horror, but 
Mr. Henry pointed out that when the bobcat 
went, it left a place for another predatory 

[ animal, and that this will do no great harm. 
“Nature is delicately and intricately bal- 

anced,” he wrote “and when a predatory 
creature is eliminated, trouble follows if 
nothing is introduced to take ita place.” 

So one should not shrink too much from 
the ways of the praying mantis, or feel too 

upset because some small bit of destruction 
takes place before his eyes. It is all part 
of the immortal plan, which, could we see 

with the eyes of the Planner, no dotibt 
would be seen to be necessary, or at least 
not as bad as a kindly human being is 
sometimes inclined to think. 

The mantis would say, “Oh, don’t worry, 
these butterflies are not worth worrying over. 

There are too of them, in the first 
place, and in the second, they are terribly 
dry. X prefer hummingbirds.” 

Service on Our School Board 
Mrs. Doyle Looks Back on a Personal Experience 

That Covered Twenty-One Years 
The following digest of «n article in the November 

"Radcllfle Quarterly” is printed here by permission 
of that publication. 

By Marion Sharkey Doyle 
The basic requirements for membership 

on a board of education seem to be three: 
A sense of humor, cheerful patience, and 
physical endurance. Other qualifications are 

desirable, but 
the three re- 

quirements 
mentioned are 
in my experi- 
ence essential. 

I speak from 
21 years’ ex- 

perience on the 
Board of Edu- 
cation of the 
District of Co- 
lumbia as a 
member and 
as its president 
for the last 14 
of those years. 
The board 
elects its own 

president. 11 
is of interest 
to know that 
when the first 
Board of Trustees for the schools of Wash- 
ington was formed in 1805, Thomas Jefferson, 
then President of the United States and a 

contributor of >200 to the public schools of 
Washington, was chosen by the 13 members 
to be its president. Jefferson accepted the 
post in a letter written August 14. 1805, in 

these words, “Sincerely believing that knowl- 
edge promotes the happiness of man, I shall 
ever be disposed to contribute my endeavors 
toward its extension; and, tn the instance 
under consideration, will willingly undertake 
the duties proposed to me, so far as others 
of permanent obligation will permit my at- 

tention to them.” Although Jefferson could 
not be active, his interest in the beginning 
of public school education was thereby clearly 
shown, and his service as its first president 
still sheds luster on the Board of Education 
of the District of Columbia. 

Recalls the Old “Red Rider” Fight. 
The board is an autonomous body which 

according to law “shall determine all ques- 
tions of general policy relating to the 
schools.” In the District of Columbia appro- 
priations for the schools and all other 
municipal functions are made by Congress. 
For the most part members of Congress who 

havd handled school budgets have been con- 

structive and understanding. There have 

been times, however, when educational policy 
has been determined, unfortunately, by a 

single legislator. An example of such an 

incident was the so-called "Red Rider,” at- 
tached to the Appropriation Act of 1936, 
approved June 14, 1935, which read, “Pro- 

vided, that hereafter no part of any appro- 

priation for the public schools shall be 
available for the payment of the salary of 

any person teaching or advocating com- 

munism.” I was elected president of the 
board for the first time in 1935, and as pre- 
siding officer this legislative rider was one 

of my first problems. 
No American is in favor of "advocating” 

wnrummiam. but to “tepch” it in the sense 

of explaining to students what communism 
is should be a part of any educational pro- 
gram. Recently Gen. Eisenhower has ex- 

pressed this point of view, and so have Presi- 
dent Conant of Harvard and other educators 
of national reputation. The Board of Edu- 
cation of the District of Columbia took this 

point of view In October, 1935, following a 

legal interpretation of the “Red Rider” by 
tlie Corporation Counsel of the District of 
Columbia, and so informed the teaching staff 
through the Superintendent of Schools. On 

November 14,1935, however, the Comptroller 
General of the 'United States informed the 
Board of Education that prior to each salary 
payment a statement must be signed by each 
employe of the schools. This statement read 
in part, “I.state, without reservation 
that I did not at any time during the period 
of ... to ... in any school of the 

District of Columbia, or elsewhere, teach or 

advocate communism.” Every employe had 
to sign such a statement every pay day: 
superintendent, officers, clerks, custodians, 
charwomen. Fear ruled the teachers in the 
history classes and of course many of them 
skipped even any mention of communism. 
In effect the Congress of the United States 
was writing a history course for the pupils 
of Washington. To quote the report made 
on May 7, 1936, by the House Committee 
on the District of Columbia (after extended 
hearings on the “Red Rider”), “Not over a 

dozen members of both bodies of Congress 
combined knew it was inserted into the ap- 

propriation bill or was proposed as perma- 
nent law until after it was done.” This rider 
was repealed on May 28, 1937, through the 
influence of many men and women in 
Congress who saw its implications, but it 
required two years of conscientious effort by 
the Board of Education, aided by citizens of 
Washington and many others throughout the 
country. 

The Democratic process woras. 

Prom time to time members of Congress 
take a hand in making decisions concerning 
the details of school administration. One 

member of the Appropriations Committee 
was averse to decorations on school build- 
ings. He called them "doodads,” and his pet 
aversion was a cupola, similar to those com- 

mon in New England. He made such a fuss 

that for some years all new school buildings 
resembled unadorned factory buildings. Un- 
fortunately some of them still remain to 
remind citizens of this individual. An item 
in a school budget once caught the eye of 
another legislator: A doll. Indignantly he 
demanded the justification for a doll. It 
was explained thaf the doll was for in- 
struction in home economics classes, whoa 
It would be bathed, dressed, put to bed and 
generally taken care of .by dozens of pujflls 
many times a day. He smilingly capitulated 
before the activities of this busy babe, and 
the home economics students had their 
model. Years of attendance at congressional 
committee hearings have nevertheless 
strengthened my faith in the democratic 
process. There are rough spots, there are 

setbacks, progress sometimes seems painfully 
slow, but in the long run constructive work 
is done. A sense of humor, patience and 
endurance fortify one to undergo years of 
congressional hearings. ^ 

The serious question of the cost of public 
education faces every school board. The two 
largest items of cost are buildings and pro- 
fessional services. Of these two, in ny> 

opinion, the salary item is the more worth- 
while expenditure. More schools must be 

buUt. especially since the recent w»r ^*rply 
curtailed all building operations. But I think 

that we should give some thought to the 
necessity for less expensive buildings. Safety, 
light, health and other conditions must be 
of the best,'but some of the large city high 
schools of the past 20 years seem to be 
veritable palaces. Of course we want the 
best education for- our children that avail- 
able tax money can buy; but expensive build- 
ings are not as Important, in my opinion, as 

effective teaching by well-trained, well- 
paid, devoted men and women. Salaries are 
better than they used to be, but the cost of 
living goes up faster than salary increases. 
We must face the fact that teachers must 
devote four or five years to professional 
training, and that when so qualified they 
are professional people, entitled to pay that 
is consonant with their training and respon- 
sibilities. 

This brings me to another Important prob- 
lem of every school board. "Where are quali- 
fied ̂ sachers to be found?” X think that 

other reasons than low salaries account for 
the reluctance of young women to enter the 
teaching profession. One reason is intan- 
gible, but nonetheless real: Careless refer- 
ences to teachers as “old-maid school teach- 
ers”; or such remarks as “A teacher can’t 
get a husband,” or “She just went into teach- 

ing until something better came along.” 
Mothers have frequently said to me in dis- 
cussing their daughters’ futures, "I hope she 
does anything except become a teacher.” I 
think such remarks, combined with the 
continual harping on the poor economic lot 
of the teacher, have militated, against the 
teaching prefession. 

Another reason, in my opinion, for the 
lack of recruits to the teaching profession is 
constant meddling by outsiders with the 
teacher’s Job. While some school-board 
members, unfortunately, do this, there are 

many other sources of interference with the 
teacher. Our American teachers are loyal, 
well-trained Individuals, who for the most 

part, try to do a good job in training young 
people. Members of school boards should 
be on the alert to protect teachers from un- 

warranted attacks by maintaining the posi- 
tion that until charges are proved the teacher 
is Innocent, rather than yielding to the in- 
evitable shouts of alarm every time a teacher 
is alleged to have made a dubious statement 
or transgressed in some other way. Teachers 
are not all perfect, of course, but adminis- 
trative procedures are available to punish 
those who have betrayed their trust as teach- 
ers. Whenever I read general, unsubstanti- 
gted charges that Communistic or otherwise 
unfit teachers are in our classrooms in large 
numbers I remember the usual classroom 
situation. All day long the teacher faces 
40 pairs of observant eyes, ,40 pairs of alert 
ears and 40 busy tongues. The teacher 
lacks even the slight protection afTorded to 
the goldfish by his bowl. With the addi- 
tional safeguard of supervisors and other 
school officials a teacher who is not a loyal, 
moral human being will be found out, no 

matter what cunning he or she employs. 
Able, loyal teachers are entitled to a feeling 
of security and of confidence in their jobs. 

Sewards for Women Are Limited. 
There is yet another reason which, in my 

opinion, deters young women from seeking 
teaching positions. That is the lack of op- 
portunities for advancement to administra- 
tive posts. The proportion of women in the 
actual teaching personnel of any city or 

State as compared with the dumber of men 

so employed is very high; but the reverse is 
true with respect to administrative positions. 
Men enter public school teaching, at least 
in the elementary grades, with an eye to 
chances for advancement to an administra- 
tive post. Many women do not wish admin- 
istrative responsibility, but for qualified 
women who have such ambitions, the rewards 
are regrettably few. In the Washington 
schools I know of many women who handle 
administrative duties with professional dis- 
tinction. They are proving to doubters that 
women can be able executives, and at the 
same time they are demonstrating a fine 
sense of responsibility as women leaders in 
their field. 

I have touched upon certain examples of 
the responsibilities that accompany member- 
ship on a school board. It has been a priv- 
ilege and a pleasure to have had the oppor- 
tunity, to serve so long on such a board. 
Whatever the trials and tribulations of a 

current controversy, one always has the 
assurance that the “crisis” will pass—and 
another promptly take its place. The one 

unfailing prop in, all the tempests is the 
determination to make all One’s decisions 
thoughtfully, and prayerfully, on the basis 
of principles, and with accurate factual in- 
formation. One thing is sure—the realiza- 
tion that you will be “damned if you do, and 
damned if you dont”; so a clear under- 
standing of the problem before the decision 
and a clear conscience after the decision are 

all that one needs. After that, don’t worry 1 
You have "done your best as you saw it." 

During my service I have handed diplomas 
to thousands of young Americans. As I 
have looked into their alert, intelligent faces 
I have found deep satisfaction and content- 
ment in what I have seen. For over 20 years 
I have watched them as they took their 
places in the life of our country, on battle 
fronts far from home, in the laboratory or 

the factory, in Government service, the 
classroom, the home. These products of our 

American schools have made the United 
States the leading country in the world to- 
day. In a world that is sorely perplexed, the 
United States bears the greatest responsi- 
bility. Whatever the future holds, American 
boys and girls will meet the challenge of 
their time. I don’t just think that: I 
know it. * 

Letters to The Star 
Appeals for Gifts for War Relief 
As a Form of Grateful Thanksgiving 
To tho Udltor of the Stor: 

The opportunity is presented to the people 
of our community this Thanksgiving to not 
only give thanks to God for His blessings but 
to express conceitedly their appreciation for 
the bounties which He has showered upon 
America and its citizens. 

Every day during Thanksgiving week, 
November 20-27 inclusive—the catholic 
churches of this city will be acting as collec- 
tion depots to receive contributions of des- 
perately needed clothing, shoes and soap for 
shipment abroad to the needy refugees of 
Europe and the Far East. This Thanksgiving 
Clothing and Soap Collection, under the aus- 

pieces of War Relief Services National Cath- 
olic Welfare Conference, is being conducted 
in the more than 15,000 Catholic churches 
'from coast to coast. 

Catholics and non-Catholics alike can give 
in this drive with the full assurance that 
their gifts will reach the needy. They will 
be distributed to those most in need regard- 
less of race, creed or color. The official re- 
lief agency of the Catholic Church of Amer- 
ica, War Relief Services-N.C.W.C., has al- 
ready shipped abroad more than $128,803,250 
worth*of food, clothing and medicines. More 
than 75 per cent of this substantial total was 
contributed in previous gifts-in-kind can£> 
palgns such as this Thanksgiving collection. 

Let us each and every one give our thanks 
this year by giving to the Thanksgiving 
Clothing and Soap Collection. By doing so, 

we will help the needy people gf the world, 
particularly the children who unfortunately 
win suffer most from the rigors of the com- 

ing winter. 
If every one Of us does his share and makes 

his ettotribution to the nearest Catholic 
church In this community now, our commu- 

nity will be among the l#tders of the Nation 
ih this well-timed, critically needed appeal. 
Let’s all give thanks by giving! 

_ 

REV. E. JEROME "(INTER. 
Archdiocesan Director, Thanksgiving 

CT<*htng and Sow Collection. 

Advises Mr. MeLsMrt 
Ned to Stray 
Tu Ui« Kdlter of Tho Star: 

There was an excellent letter in your letter 
miimmi two Weeks ago, criticizing Henry 
McLemore for certain remarks he had made 
about Ireland. He was misinformed, but 
went babbling on and on. 

Now he hat seen lit to attack Admiral 
Sherman because he found it impossible to 
walk right into his office, slap him on the 
back, etc. 

Frankly, Mr. McLemore Is straying from 
his own Held; he should realize his limita- 
tions. MARGUERITE A. THOMAS. 

The Political Mill 

20 Democratic Senators 
Facing Voters Next Year 

At Least Six Are Certain to Meet 

Strong Opposition in Race 

By Gould Lincoln 
Twenty Democratic Senators come up for 

renomination and re-election next year—plus 
one Democrat who is to be appointed to the 
Senate when Senator Baldwin, Republican, 
resigns at the end of the year. These gentle- 
men have to be renominated before they race 

Republican opponents in the general election 
—and it is not all beer and skittles for some 

of them. Indeed, half a dozen will meet 
strong opposition. 

There are, for example. Senator Downey 
of California and Senator Thomas of Okla- 
homa. Both, it appears, will be fought for 
renomination by members of the House from 
their respective States. In California, Mrs. 
Helen Gahagan Douglas has already an- 

nounced she will rim for the Senatorial 
nomination. Representative Mike Monroney 
is regarded as practically certain to seek 
the Senate seat held by Senator Thomas, al- 
though he has made no formal announce- 

ment. He has been in Oklahoma canvassing 
the situation. Mrs. Douglas, a flaming Fair 
Dealer, will give the veteran Senator Downey 
a hot race, and Mr. Monroney may sink 
Senator Thomas. The Oklahoma Senator, 
who will be seeking a fifth term in the Sen- 
ate, recently hit the headlines in a contro- 
versy with Sweden over the treatment 
accorded him as a member of a Senate com- 
mittee visting that country. Representative 
Monroney has had eleven years in the House, 
was co-sponsor with former Senator La Fol- 
lette of Wisconsin of the act streamlining the 
legislative branch, and in 1945 received 
Collier’s award for distinguished congres- 
sional service. 

Two in South Challenged. 
Two of the Senators whose right to re- 

nomination may be seriously challenged hail 
from the South—one from South Carolina, 
Olin D. Johnston, and the other from Florida, 
Claude Pepper. The expectation is that Sen- 
ator Johnston will find himself opposed by 
Gov. Thurmond, Democratic States Rights 
candidate for President in 1948. If that sit- 
uation comes about, the race will be not only 
hot but will be followed, with the keenest 
interest throughout the South and, indeed, 
the rest of the country. Gov. Thurmond 
embodies the spirit of antagonism in the 
South against the Truman program (partic- 
ularly the civil rights portion of that pro- 
gram). This is responsible for the failure 
of Mr. Truman to carry four of the States 
of the solid South last year. Senator Johns- 
ton, on the other hand, has a far better 
standing with the Truman administration. 
He kept aloof from the presidential fracas in 
his State in 1948 and undoubtedly would 
have the support of the Truman Democrats 
in such a showdown. 

Senator Pepper, a fighting liberal, may be 
opposed for the nomination by Representa- 
tive Smathers, a Marine veteran of the last 
war now in his second term in the House. 
Mr. Pepper was one of those Democrats who 

sought most earnestly to have some other 
candidate substituted for President Truman 
at the time of the Democratic National Con- 
vention last year. He himself became a 

candidate—for 24 hours—after it became 
certain that Gen. Eisenhower would not run. 

The opposition to Senator Pepper is begin- 
ning to manifest itself. 

Rumblings in Idaho. 

Out in Idaho, there are rumblings and 
worse over the present senior Senator, Glen 

H. Taylor, Henry Wallace’s running mate in 

the presidential campaign of 1948. The 

Democrats will dump him, if they can find a 

candidate strong enough to take his measure 
—and if not Senator Taylor may have a 

tough time in the general election against a 

Republican opponent, when the Republican 
Governor, C. A. Robins, may seek the Senate 
seat. A sixth Senator who may find himself 
in trouble, according to accounts, is Senator 
Thomas of Utah. 

The rest of the Democratic incumbent* 
who must seek renomination seem to be safe 
—although opposition of serious nature could 
arise within the next eight months. 

Democratic leaders, looking forward to the 
senatorial campaign next year, say they have 

good chances of taking at least three seats 
now held by Republicans—in Missouri, Mon- 
tana and Indiana, and have fair chances in 

Colorado, New Hampshire and. Wisconsin. 
They do not at this date feel they have a 

real chance to beat Senator Taft in Ohio. 

Questions and Answers 
A reader rtn get the answer U> »ny Question 

•f fact by writing Tlie Evening Star Information 
Bureau. 318 Eye gt. n.e.. Washington 2. D. C. 
Please inelose three (3> cents for return pottage. 

\ _ 

By THE HASKIN SERVICE. 
Q. Are there any statistics to show what 

per cent of Federal parolees violate parole? 
—A. B. 

A. According to the annual report of the 

Administrative Office of the United States 
Courts for the year ended June 30, 1949, of 
the Federal parolees whose parole supervi- 
sion was terminated during the year, 20 
per- cent were declared to be parole violators. 
The percentage of parole terminations re- 

ported as violators for the eight-year period 
July 1, 1941, to June 30, 1949, was 13.9. 

Q. When was the Federal Government’s 
gold depository at Fort Knox, Ky., built? 
—E. B. Z. 

A. It was built in 1936 on land that had 
formerly been part of a military reservation 
at a cost of $560,000. The building is not 
very large but it is exceptionally substantial. 

Q. What kind of hat does a bullfighter 
wear?—H. T. M. 

A. There are two kinds of hats worn by 
bullfighters. The first Is worn when In the 
arena fighting and is called a ‘‘montera.’’ 
It Is usually made of velvet and worn over 

a wig. The dimensions do not vary. The 
second kind Is called the "sombrero ancho 
and Is made of felt. This is worn by a 

bullfighter when walking on the street. 

Q. Where was Richard the Lion Hearted, 
King of England, buried?—J. P. K. 

A. The body of Richard I was burled by 
his own desire at the Abbey of Fontevrault 
In France "at the feet of his father," and his 
heart In the "faithful city of Rouen." HI 
died on April 6, 1199. 

Q. What was the largest bet ever made 
on a horse race in the United States?—L. R. 

A. The largest bet on record was for 
$250,000. This sum has been wagered on 
two known occasions._ 

Apple Wood 
Even in burning, apple wood is splendid, 

Singing a little in the flickering flame 
Its swan-song for abundant living ended. 

Here on the hearth tonight its orchard 
name 

Is lost within the larger *apple wood,’— 
But this remains until the very embers: 

The fine-grained hardness of tt that with- 
stood 

All storms and bore, till well into Sep- 
tembers, 

The heavy burdens of its tangy crops. 
And we who bask within its warmth 

could swear i 
Life of a good tree never really stops < 

With smoke and ashes, but perfumee 
the air 

Of memory, mornings in Maytime, arid 
then 

Bolds crimson apples out to us again. 
ELAINX V. XMANS. 
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