
Truman, Lewis Seen 
Maneuvering to Avoid 
Strike Responsibility 

President Would Be Put 
On Spot if Forced to 

Invoke Taft-Hartley Act 
By David Lawrence 

A game of adroit maneuvering 
seems to be in progress between 
President Truman and John L. 
Lewis so that each may avoid re- 

sponsibility for what happens 
after December 1, when the coal 
miners are supposed to go out on 
strike or continue for another few 
weeks a sort of truce. 

On the face of tilings, Mr. Lewis 
has Mr. Truman in a spot. If the 
President invokes the Taft-Hart- 
ley Act powers and secures an in- 
junction for 80 days, it will be 
tantamount to saying that big 
unionism cannot be restrained 
from excesses without use of the 
Government's injunction power. 

This is an argument that the 
administration had hoped to keep 
out of the hands of the groups in 
Congress which have been urging 
a retention of the injunction pro- 
visions of the Taft-Hartley Act. 
For it would mean that the out- 
right repeal of the law is plainly 
not in the public interest and that 
restraints must be maintained. 

For a while it looked as if Mr. 
Lewis could rely on the President 
not to use the injunction process. 
But it was pointedly revealed by 
the President himself last week 
that he would not hesitate to in- 
voke the injunction method be- 
cause it is still the law of the 
land. 

Not Compelled to Act. 
The law, however, doesn't com- 

pel the President to seek an in- 
junction. It merely says he may 
do so whenever a crisis develops 
or may develop which could im- 
peril national health and safety. 
By letting the United Mine Work- 
ers Union know that the injunc- 
tion would be applied for if the 
situation became serious, Mr. Tru- 
man was telling Mr. Lewis that 
the next move was up to him. 

Mr. Lewis, on the other hand, 
has been known to play poker, too. 
He will not reveal his intentions 
until the last minute. It has been 
assumed that he would not order 
the miners out on December 1 but 
would await the injunction and 
use it as an excuse to keep the 
miners at work, while at the same 
time denouncing the administra- 
tion for using the Taft-Hartley 
law'. 

For some strange reason Mr. 
Lewis has not come down to 
cases in his conferences with the 
coal operators, so that they claim 
not to know just what he wants in 
a settlement. This is one reason 
why the Federal Mediation and 
Conciliation Service to date has 
not been able to make progress and 
why it has reported to the White 
House that the parties are far 
apart. 

Mr. Lewis could issue a state- 
ment just before December 1, 
saying he wanted to make the 
country a Christmas present. He 
could announce that, in order to ] 
meet the public convenience, he: 
wants the miners to stay at work! 
another six weeks. This would j 
mean he was ready to make some i 
effort to bargain with the oper- 
ators and reach a settlement in 
the interim. 

Sparring For Position. 
If. on the other hand, the ad- 

ministration waits till the miners 
go out on December 1 and lets a 
coal crisis develop and then ap- 
plies for an Injunction, the coun- 
try wil’. criticize the President as 
having waited too long to do his 
duty. Will John Lewis force Mr. 
Truman into that dilemma? 

With the White House and John 
Lewis sparring for position among 
the labor-vote groups, it is possi- 
ble for the strike situation to 
reach a climax after December 1. 
The big question is when does the 
emergency occur? Is it now, when 
the mine workers’ chief says’the 
miners should work only until De- 
cembei 1? Is it when the union 
chief announces what is to happen 
after December 1? Can the Presi- 
dent wait until one day before 
December 1 to make up his mind 
what tc do? 

The problem is a very difficult 
one for the President to solve. Al- 
though the labor chiefs generally 
want to see the Taft-Hartley Act 
repealed, they know Mr. Truman 
'cannot afford to jeopardize his 
position with the unorganized 
workers as well as with many of 
the organized union members. 
They want him to stop a coal 
strike. 

Around Washington there is a 

feeling that Mr. Lewis has lost 
this strike already, that many 
miners are restless and will not 
quit on December 1 if they should 
be ordered out. But there’s no 

telling what cards John L. Lewis 
will play—and this time it looks 
as if he must keep the miners at 
work after December 1 or face the 
worst defeat of his career in sub- 
sequent negotiations. 

(Reproduction Rights Reserved.) 
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This Changing World 
Spanish Throne in Reach of Don Juan; 
Coup Unlikely Under Economic Plight 

By Constantine Brown 
MADRID (By Airmail).—A sur- 

prise appearance by Don Juan, 
pretender to the Spanish throne, 
in any garrison city in this coun- 

try or in Ma- 
drid itself would 
put an end to 
Generalis s i m o 
Franco’s regime 
and would rein- 
state the mon- 

archy, accord- 
ing to both roy- 
alists and So- 
cialist leaders 
in Madrid. 

But there is 
not the slight- 
est possibility 
that such a ... _ 

thing will hap- 
pen any time in the near future, 
despite the maneuvers of the Brit- 
ish and French governments in 
Lisbon, where Don Juan lives. He 
wants to sit on the throne of his 
ancestors, but not yet. 

Franco Not Opposed. 
Gen. Franco himself is not op- 

posed to restoration of the mon- 

archy, provided that he himself 
holds the power behind the 
throne. This Don Juan will not 
permit. The pretender has enough 
supporters to make a spectacular 
coup if he wished, but he does 
not. Conditions in Spain are eco- 

nomically bad. Not only has this 
year’s drought absorbed the coun- 

try’s last reserves but all the in- 
dustrial equipment is worn out and 
must be continuously repaired to 
permit even a modest level of 
production. 

The value of the currency is 
shrinking rapidly and there is 
nothing in the offing to encourage 
optimism except the determination 
of the Spanish people to carry on 
despite the present handicaps. If 
that determination is thwarted by 
political maneuvers and agitations 
—which at this time exist only in 
nucleus—the situation might be- 
come tragic. Don Juan does not 
want the throne under such con- 
ditions. He would rather see Gen. 

Franco struggle along and pull 
his own chestnuts out of the Are. 

Once this crisis has been over- 

come—and Don Juan hopes Amer- 
ican aid will be forthcoming soon 

enough to rehabilitate Spain’s 
economy—then he will be free to 
take over. It is for this reason 

that his followers have been urg- 
ing London and Paris to moder- 
ate their attitude toward Spain 
and also that the same adherents 
are pleading with their American 
friends to urge the United States 
Government to start helping this 
country economically and finan- 
cially. The worse the situation 
becomes the smaller are the 
chances for the restoration of the 
monarchy and the greater the 
chances that Gen. Franco will 
remain indefinitely Spam’s dic- 
tator. 

Exchange of Letter*. 
Gen. Franco and Don Juan did 

not meet during the former’s re- 

cent visit to the Portuguese cap- 
ital. It was never intended that 
they should, according to foreign- 
ers in Madrid who are in a position 
to know what goes on behind the 
scenes in this kingless kingdom. 

But while he was the guest 
of honor of the Portuguese gov- 
ernment Gen. Franco did receive 
a letter from Don Juan, congratu- 
lating him for his wisdom in 
going to Portugal to cement the 
old friendship of the two Iberian 
states and wishing him the best 
of luck in the difficult task he 
still has ahead of him in Spain. 
El Caudillo replied, thanking 
Don Juan for his friendly senti- 
ments and assuring him that he 
will continue to devote his ener- 

gies and his life to the welfare 
of the fatherland. 

This exchange of letters, which 
was not broadcast throughout 
Spain, is known to the royalist 
leaders and their present associates 
—the Socialists—and dampened 
whatever hope they#had of seeing 
Don Juan back in Madrid in the 
near future. They say now that 
only war or a drastic improvement 
in economic conditions in Spain 
could put the uncrowned king 
back on his throne. 

On the Other Hand 
Not All Young Democrats Have 
Young Ideas, or So It Appears 
Bv Lowell Mellett 

Up in New Haven Saturday aft- 
ernoon the members of the Yale 
football team, having just beaten 
Harvard by the satisfactory score 

of 29 to 6, car- 
ried their cap- 
tain off the 
field on their 
shoulders. The 
captain, Levi 
Jackson, an 

honor student 
as well as ath- 
lete, is a Negro. 

In Washing- 
ton that same 

day the Presi- 
dent of the 
United States 
made public a 

letter he had 
written to the retiring governor 
of the Virgin Islands, congratu- 
lating him on the service he had 
rendered in that office and pre- 
dicting for him a distinguished 
career in the new office he is 

assuming, that of Judge of the 

United States Circuit Court of 
Appeals, next to the highest in 

the land. The retiring Governor 
and new judge is William H. 

Hastie, a Negro. 
The evening before a cross- 

section of the country’s leaders in 

government, women's organiza- 
tions and private industry had 

gathered to do honor to the re- 

tiring president of the National 
Council of Negro Women. The 
retiring president, Dr. Mary Mc- 
Leod Bethune, aged 73, is, of 

course, a Negro. 
Gesture iu Chattanooga. 

But down in Chattanooga, 
Tenn., on Saturday afternoon 173 

Young Democrats stood up and 
voted against a resolution in- 

dorsing President Truman’s—and 
the party’s official—civil rights 
program. This program, in sim- 

plest terms, dedicates the party to 
the principle of equal rights for 
all citizens, including Negroes. 

It was a futile gesture on the 

part of the 173. They were voted 
down by the 297 other delegates 
to the Young Democrats national 
convention and they appeared to 
accept the decision. At least, none 
walked out after the manner of 
some of their elders at the Phila- 
delphia convention last year. 

I But one wonders why they 
made the gesture. 

One wonders, indeed, what 
makes a Young Democrat young. 
We are accustomed to associate 

; youth with boldness, with idealism, 
i liberalism. There is time enough 
for conservatism in our middle 

I years or our old age, we say. Yet 
here were the young men and 
women from the States of the 
Solid South voting solidly, with 
the exception of the Florida dele- 
gation, to stand pat on an issue 
that is steadily receding into the 

'party’s bast. 
“Party of Young Ideas." \ 

They had been lectured by their 
national party leaders. The 

speeches they had listened to were 

filled with phrases such as, '‘The 
enthusiasm and energy of youth, 
a driving force,” “hope and ideal- 
ism “spark of youth,” and "vigor, 
enthusiasm and ideals of youth.” 
They had been reminded that 
their party is the “party of young 
ideas,” "the party that looks to 
youth to point the way to keep us 

from backsliding"; that “new 
problems need new solutions" and 
that the country needs “the bold- 
ness, drive and imagination of 
youth.” 

And these national leaders Knew 

what they were talking about. At 
leAst, they were aware of the need 
for new ideas, whether those new 

ideas come from younger people or 

from gray and grizzled veterans 
who have kept their real youth. 
The continuing political triumphs 
of the party since the early '30s 
have resulted from new ideas, even 

though some of those ideas were 

born in heads no longer young. 
The roaring waters of TVA, with- 
in the sound of which the Chat- 
tanooga convention was held, 
should have reminded the young 
Dixiecrats of that. It is the real- 
ized dream of an old man, George 
W. Norris, brought to fulfillment 
by the political party of which the 
young delegates wish to be a part. 

Equal rights is a new idea in 
the South, but it is an idea that 
is destined to prevail in America 
if our dream of a truly democratic 
society is to be achieved. This 
historical trend is not likely to be 
turned aside, but it is discouraging 
at the moment to learn that the 
youth of the South, as represented 
by their Young Democrats, has 
not the imagination to see it. 
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Truman-Ewing Parley 
Fair Deal Health Insurance Program 
To Be Fought to Finish in Congress 
By Doris Fleeson 

President Truman conferred 
with Federal Security Administra- 
tor Oscar Ewing yesterday with 
these results: 

1. The President declared that 
the controver- 
sial Fair Deal 
health insur- 
ance program 
will be offered 
to the new 
session of Con- 
gress and fought 
to a finish. 

2. Mr. Ewing 
will go abroad 
early in Decem- 
ber to study the 
health pro- 
grams of Eng- 
land, Sweden 
and other na- »•*«■ 

tions so that everything possible 
can be gained from their expe- 
rience with the problem. This 
will also enable him to talk back 
when Congress cites the experience 
of others. 

The President urged ms secur- 

ity Adminstrator to take plenty of 
time to familiarize himself with 
the situation, especially in Britain. 
This means that Mr. Ewing will 
probably not return until mid- 
January. 

3. The President will also re- 

submit to Congress proposals for 
a new department containing sub- 
stantially the agencies now grouped 
under Federal Security. Lobbying 
by the American Medical Associa- 
tion, which hltes and fears the 
administration health bill, is 
blamed by the administration for 
defeat last year of the new de- 
partment, which was recom- 

mepd4d by the Hoover reorgani- 
zation commission. 
j- Tells of New York Check, a : 

Mr. Ewing told the President 
that he had personally checked 
with the principal county chair- 
men in his State, New York, to as- 
certain* hirtr the health contro- 
versy affected ex-Gov. Lehman's 

election to the Senate. Republi- 
can 8enator Dulles had singled 
out "socialized medicine” as a 

special target during his vitriolic 
attacks on the welfare state. Mr. 
Lehman had gone down the line 
for the Fair Deal in principle. 

Only one county, Mr. Ewing 
said, reported that political ac- 

tivity by the doctors hurt Mr. 
Lehman. Chairmen of several 
others unexpectedly carried by 
Democrats said that the more 

people learned about the health 
program the more It had helped 
them. Others said it had no ef- 
fect. 

Mr. Ewing himself is satisfied 
that the health program is a po- 
litical asset. He has a special in- 
terest in its efTect in New York, he 
hopes to run for Governor next 
year. 

Assurances From Humphrey. 
Assurances have been received 

here from Senator Humphrey, the 
young Minnesota New Dealer, that 
he was not running out on the 
health bill when he spoke of its 
needing some changes in commit- 
tee. The administration had an- 

ticipated some committee work on 
the bill. It does not feel that any 
more public hearings are required 
since so extensive a record was 
built up last year, 

The A.M.A. however has re- 

ported to Congress substantial 
collections for lobbying purposes 
and is expected to fight the bill as 

bitterly as before. The adminis- 
tration figures that about 60 
per cent of A.MA. membership 
has thus far contributed to the 
lobby fund. 

Supporters of the administration 
bill do not minimize the Influence 
of doctors with legislatures and 
CMigress.- They are equally cer- 
tain that doctors are less influen- 
tial with ‘he 60,000.000 Ameri- 
can familie having an income of 
$5,000 a year or less who cah't af- 
ford a serious illness but can vote. 

On the Record 
Tour of Midwest Certain to Build 
Faith m Democracy of America 

By Dorothy Thompson 
PORT DODGE, Iowa.—The lec- 

ture business Is a unique Ameri- 
can phenomenon, mocked at by 
some foreigners Including those 
eager to exploit 
it, its trials and 
tribulations 
furnishing 
amusing copy 
even for Ameri- 
can lecturers 
and entertain- 
ers. At the end 
of every season 

I swear to do 
no more of it, 
remembering 
colds caught on 

trains; the six- 
hour nights in 
a Pullman; the »•»•**»' 

perpetual packing and unpack- 
ing; and the difficulty of keeping 
up with the news and writing 
comment en route. 

But eaqh fall I change my mind, 
remembering all the friends I 
have met and made via this same 

business, and that I would know 
little about the United States ex- 

cept for it. Once this season is 
over I will have visited every 
State in the Union. To these visits 
I owe much of my confidence in 
and love for my country. The 
more I see of Americans the more 

1 prefer them to all other peoples, 
and the greater my faith in this 
democracy. 

America at Its Best. 
I think America is best in its 

medium and smaller cities and 
towns, despite the satires of 
Main Street and Zenith. If I had 
not been invited to speak here I 
never would have visited Port 
Dodge. Iowa. The Rev. J. J. 
Davies, pastor the First Methodist 
Church, toured me around town. 
(It was about the building of this 
church, an imposing edifice, that 
Hartzell Spence, whose pastor- 
father built it, wrote "One Foot in 
Heavep.”) Mr. Davis, a native of 
Wales, repeatedly expressed the 
wish that the folks back there 
could live awhile in Fort Dodge. 
"They’d think they’d gone to 
Heaven,” he remarked. 

And. indeed, they might. Situ- 
ated in the midst of the world’s 
richest agricultural land, Fort 
Dodge, a town of 30,000, is the 
shopping center for a wide radius, 
and its stores and the quality of 
goods in them, show that these 
shoppers want the best. Its banks 
are so full that though they pay 
only 1 per cent on savings they 
don’t seek them. The original 
site, heavily wooded, in a rolling 
landscape with many ravines, and 
the Des Moines River running 
through It, has been developed 
into a town with six lovely natural 
parks. In these are many stone 
"cabins,” with large rooms, small 
kitchens, and open fireplaces 

available free to any family or 

group for week-end or after-work 
picnic*. 

Fort Dodge Inhabitants send 
their children to a million-doUar 
Junior high school, and to a mag- 
nificent senior high school where 
any youth can complete junior 
college at no cost. 

50% Own Own Homes. 

Way over 50 per cent of all 
Fort Dodge families own their 
own homes. The worst of these 
are four or five room cottages in 
the neighborhood of the various 
industries. These are wooden 
houses with essential conven- 

iences, yards and neat lawns. The 
finest are the mansions built in 
the Immediate post-war boom of 
the first World War in “Snell 
Park.” The new better houses 
are of the ranch type, with one 

large living room, ultra-modern 
kitchen, smaller bedrooms, and 
no waste space. 

The industries—gypsum, agri- 
cultural machinery, veterinary 
serums, packing plants—count 
their workers in hundreds, not 
thousands, and these earn be- 
tween $2,500 and $3,000 per year. 
There are no unemployed except 
those whose unemployment is self- 
induced. An 18-year-old boy can 
earn $100 a month plus board and 
room on the surrounding farms. 

I wish a dosen workers from 
Moscow and Leningrad could live 
a year in Fort Dodge! 

Among the population—pre- 
dominantly of Anglo-Saxon, North 
Irish, Swedish, and Norwegian 
origin—there are no racial and 
very mild religious stresses. The 
Methodist church is the strongest 
here as throughout Iowa, I was 

told, but Fort Dodge has three 
Catholic churches, and one small 
synagogue. All co-operate on most 
community measures. 
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McLemore— 
Marks Up 'Record' 
In Florida Hunting 
By Henry McLemore 

’The State of Florida is not with- 
out a sense of humor. 

It started the laughter going by 
charging me $7.75 for a hunting 
license, and 
then to roll the 
customers i n 
the aisles it 
gave me a book- 
let which told 
me how much 
game I could 
kill and warned 
me against ex- 

ceeding the 
limit. 

I just came 
in from the 
woods after a 

day of shoot- 
ing and if I had Hen" McLem8r*- 

killed everything the booklet said 
I could I would have been bur- 
dened with one buck deer, two 

gobblers, 10 quail, 12 cat squir- 
rels, three fox squirrels, 15 marsh 
hens, and an unlimited number of 
such unprotected items as Eng- 
lish sparrows, sharp shinned 
hawks, wildcats, skunks, panthers, 
and butcherbirds. 

Better Shots Than I Am. 

But what did I bring in? 
Well, let’s see. 

One lost temper, one disgusted 
bird dog, and the world’s record 
for shooting the tops off small 
trees and big bushes. 

There isn’t so much as one 

feather in my coat, and unless 
the other men who are out here 
with me shooting over Dixie Skin- 
ner’s acres are better shots than 
I am we are going to sit down to a 

game dinner of pork and beans 
and peanut butter sandwiches. 
Well, there’s this consolation—a 
peanut butter sandwich is easy 
to clean, and no one will be able 
to argue as to whether the beans 
are rare or not. 

Each year I swear on a stack 
of bird dogs that I won’t ever go 
hunting again, and each year I 

break this vow. I am going to 
alter my vow a trifle this year, and 
pledge that in the future I will 
confine my hunting to the main 

wing of some well-endowed muse- 

um of natural history, such as 

the one in New York. There the 
birds and beasts are stuffed and 
mounted, and inclosed in' glass 
cages, and offer a fellow a decent 
shot. 

Unfair to Hunter. 

Birds in their natural state are; 

not fair to the hunter. Instead of | 
flying slowly, in a straight line, ■ 

and out in the open, they shove 

their accelerators to the floor-1 

board, dipsy and doodle in a most 
disconcerting manner, and duck 

| behind trees and bushes which 
ihide them from view. 

I have a theory that part of this 
unseemly behavior on the part of 
game birds is the fault of hunts- 
men. It has long been the custom 
to begin hunting birds early in the 
morning when birds, like men. are 

usually at their best. It is Just1 
after daybreak that the feathered 
ones arfe at their friskiest. They 
have had a good night’s sleep, are 

as chipper as can be, and strictly 
on the alert. 

I believe that birds should be 
h cm ted in the early afternoon, 
after they have put away a ffew 
martinis and a heavy lunch, and 
are drowsing over their desks after 
the manner of radio and adver- 
tising executives. 
(Dlitrlbuted by McN»ught Syndicate, Inc.) 
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