
Weather Forecast 
Sunny and warm today with high around 
60. Fair tonight with low about 38. To- 
morrow fair and hot so warm. (Full report 
on Page A-2.) 
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Thomas Drops Not Guilty Plea 
To Payroll Kickback Charges, 
Puts Himself at Court's Mercy 

Sentence Set Dec. 9; 
Court Dismisses Case 
Against Ex-Secretary 

By W. H. Shippen, Jr. 
The trial of Representative 

J. Parnell Thomas on charges of 

padding congressional payrolls 
came to a startling conclusion in 

District Court today when the 

54-year-old New Jersey Republi- 
can withdrew his plea of not 

guilty and threw himself on the 

mercy of the court. 

Immediately after the Govern- 
ment accepted the plea, counsel 
for Miss Helen Campbell, 64, for- 
mer secretary to Mr. Thomas, re- 

quested and obtained a dismissal 
of the charge that she conspired 
with her employer to rig a “kick- 
back” racket said to have netted 
him more than $8,000. 

The Congress member, who was 

re-elected last year, changed his 

REPRESENTATIVE THOMAS, j 
At Court Today. 

—AP Photo. 

plea to “nolo contendere” wfcich. 
means that he does not contest 
the Government’s charge. 

Judge Alexander Holtzoff im- 
mediately set December 9 as the 
date for sentencing. Meanwhile,1 
Thomas was allowed his continued 
freedom under the present bond 
of $1,000. 

Has Nothing to Say. 
Penalties up to 32 years in 

prison with fines that could total 
$40,000, are the maximums which 
the lawmaker could get under the 
four counts of the indictment. 

One count, which carries a two- 
year and $10,000 fine maximum, 
accused him of conspiracy wnth 
his secretary to use the names of 
three women “employes” of his 
office to pad the Federal payroll. 

Three other counts against 
Thomas alone, each carrying 10- 
year and $10,000 maximums, 
charge he collected about $880 
on three fraudulent payroll vouch- 
ers signed as chairman of the 
House Committee on Un-Amer- 
ican Activities, which he headed 
when the Republicans controlled 
the 80th Congress. The vouchers 
call for three Government pay- 
roll checks to be issues to Mrs. 
Jacqueline Hill, who formerly had 
been employed in Thomas’ office. 

Thomas had nothing to say to 
reporters after the sudden end of 
the trial but referred questions to 
his lawyer, William H. Collins. He 
left the court immediately after- 
wards with his wife. 

Mr. Collins told reporters the 
original plea of not guilty was 

changed to one of no contest “out 
of consideration of the health and 
family of Mr. Thomas:” 

The surprsle move came at 11:30 

(Continued on Page A-4, Col. 1.) 

Gen. Bradley Satisfied 
With Defense Scheme 

By Associated Press 

PARIS, Nov. 30.—Gen. Omar 
Bradley said today he was “both 
satisfied and gratified” with the 
Atlantic Pact defense scheme 
drafted here this week. 

Gen. Bradley and Defense Sec-, 
retary Johnson paid an informal 
visit today to the Gen. Pershing 
Post, American Legion. 

Mr. Johnson tomorrow meets 
the defense ministers of the other 
11 Atlantic pact nations to con- 
sider the new integrated defense 
plan which the 12 army chiefs of 
staff drafted Monday and Tues-, 
day. 

Gen. Bradley told a reporter 
the defense plan outline was com- 

pleted in the 12-nation meetings, 
but “some regional details re- j 
main to be worked out.” 

He said he would confer with 
Canadian military chieftains on 
details of the North American 
regional defense system, one of 
five interlocking regional plans in | 
the scheme to defend the North 
Atlantic area from any possible, 
aggression. 

He conferred earlier today with 
Gen. Jean de Lattre de Tassigny, 
who commands grand forces in 
the five-nation Brussels Alliance 
—another of the Atlantic pact’s 
regional areas. 

Chungking Reported Captured; 
Acheson Criticizes Nationalists 

Chiang Arrives in 
Chengtu, Site of 
New Capital 

By the Associated Press 

HONG KONG. Nov. 30.—Com- 
munist forces moved in on Chung- 
king today, and reliable reports 
from Taipeh, Formosa, Generalis- 
simo Chiang Kai-shek’s head- 
quarters, said the city fell at 
noon. 

Chiang arrived in Chengtu, new 
Nationalist capital, shortly before 
noon. He had been leading the 
defense of Chungking and trying 
to get Acting President Li Tsung- 
jen to return to China from this 
British colony. 

A dispatch from Chungking to 
a Chinese newspaper here said 
20.000 Red troops crossed the 
Yangtze at 1 a.m. today (12 noon 
EST yesterday), and entered the 
outskirts of the third Nationalist 
capital brought under Communist 
guns this year. A second Red force 
occupied Kiangpehsien, 3 miles 
west of Chungking, across the con- 
fluence of the Yangtze and Kialing 
Rivers. 

Nationalist navy headquarters 
said planes and warships had 
been pounding Red troop and 
shipping concentrations south of 
Shanghai for three days. The air- 
sea attack is an effort to forestall 
an expected invasion of the Chu- 
san Islands, off Hangchow. The 
planes, the Navy said, attacked 
by day and destroyers swept the 
Communist areas at night. 

These developments came as 

(See iCHINA? Page A-4.) 

Violation of Rights 
Charged; Ship Line 
Also Gets Rebuke 

By Garnett D. Horner 
Secretary of State Acheson to- 

day accused the Chinese National- 
ist Government of violating 
Amercian rights in shelling an 

American merchant ship near 

Shanghai Monday. 
He indirectly criticized the 

ship’s owners, however, for send- 
ing it into a “hazardous” area 
and made clear that the Govern- 
fhent has no plans for enforcing 
what it considers the legal rights j 
of American ships to go into ports 
held by the Chinese Communists. 

Mr. Acheson told a news con- 
ference the United States still 
does not consider the Nationalists 
have established a “legal block- 
ade” but will not convoy Amer-! 
ican shipping through the “so-1 
called” blockade. He reiterated; 
that any ships which try to run it 
do so at their own risk. 

Mr. Acheson pointed out that 
only one American shipping line 
has tried to send its ships into 
Shanghai in defiance of a Na- 
tionalist order closing the port 
last June. This is the Isbrandtsen 
Co. of New York, owners of the 
Flying Cloud, which was shelled 
several weeks ago and of the Sir 
John Franklin, which was hit 12 
times by shells from Nationalist 
warships Monday. 

Indirectly criticizing the Is- 
brandtsen Co., Mr. Acheson said, 
“I should like to commend the 

i See PROTEST. Page A-5.V j 

Italian Reds Order 
24-Hour Nation-Wide 
Strike Tomorrow 

General Walkout Called 
In Protest on Slaying 
Of Two Peasants 

By the Associated Press 

ROME, Nov. 30.—Communist 
labor union leaders today called 
on 5,000,000 Italian workers to go 
out on a 24-hour general strike 
tomorrow in angry protest against 
the killing of two peasants in a 

clash with police. * 

The Executive Committee of the 
Communist-led General Confed- 
eration of Labor (CGIL) ordered 

the strike to begin at 6 a.m. to- 
morrow. 

Interior Minister Mario Scelba, 
two-flsted chief of Italy’s riot- 
trained police, said the govern- 
ment “will not accept” a general 
strike. The Anti-Communist Free 
Labor Confederation (LCGIL) 
told its 1,000,000 members not to 
support the walkout. 

Police Clash With “Squatters.” 
Communist union leaders called 

the demonstration to protest 
against the police clash with peas- 
ant “squatters” trying to taljp 
over farmland near Bari yester- 
day. A government communique 
said the pair were killed when 
police “involuntarily fired a vol- 
ley from a submachine gun” at 
an angry mob. 

CGIL leaders first said the 
strike would begin at midnight 
tonight, but later declared it 
would last from 6 a.m. Thursday 
to 6 a.m. Friday, presumably to 
give them more time to organize 
the walkout. 

A CGIL spokesman said the 
union members on the nation’s 
railways would strike for only 
two hours during the general 
walkout. The hours were to be 
announced later. 

All other CGIL members ex- 

cept emergency hospital workers 
will be called off their jobs for 
24 hours, he said. The spokes- 
man said CGIL workers on city 
and inter-urban transport, fac- 

(See ITALY,' Page A-5.) 

Rostov and 10 Others 
Indicted in Bulgaria 
On Treason Charges 

Group Accused of Working 
With Yugoslav, American 
And British Agents 

•y the Associated Press 

SOFIA, Bulgaria, Nov. 30.— 
Former Communist Vice Premier, 
Traicho Rostov and 10 others were 

indicted today by Bulgaria’s Com- i 
munist-dominated government on! 
charges of treason, spying and 
economic sabotage. 

They were accused of having 
worked with Yugoslav agents and 
American and British intelligence 
services. 

(Rostov’s trial on such 
charges long has been expected. 
Similar trials in other countries 
in the Soviet sphere have been 
aimed at weeding out “Titoism” 
—support of Premier-Marshal 
Tito of Yugoslavia. Hungary 
recently executed her former 
Communist Foreign Minister, 
Laszlo Raj,k, convicted on sim- 
ilar charges.) 
The government published a 

20,000-wofd indictment which 
said that “with the knowledge and 
agreement of the English intelli- 
gencz service, Rostov got in secret 
criminal relations with Yugoslav 
leaders.” 

Macedonia Plot Charged. 
The indictment said Rostov in- 

; tended to attempt to deprive Bul- 
: garia of “her national sovereignty, 
| territorial integrity and inde- 
ipendence, by her annexation to 
Yugoslavia, and first of all by 
tearing away the Pirin (Mace- 
donia) region in favor of Yugo- 
slav Macedonia.” 

Rostov, the indictment said, 
“got in criminal touch with Col. 
William S. Bailey, following whose 
instructions and advices he later 
on carried on his hostile work 
against the Bulgarian state.” 

The indictment also said Ros- 
tov was in touch with the Amer- 
ican Minister to Bulgaria, Don- 
ald R. Heath, with regard to 
moves concerning Yugoslavia. 

(In London, the British For- 

(See BULGARIA, Page A-5.) 

Acheson Assails Chinese Reds 
For Mistreating 2 U. S. Flyers 

Secretary of'State Acheson to- 

day warned the Chinese Com- 

munists that the American people 
are “thoroughly indignant over 

the inhumane treatment” of two 

American flyers who have been 
j held incommunicado by the Com- 
munists for more than a year. 

The two men, Chief Electrician 
William C. Smith of Long Beach, 
Calif., and Master Sergt. Elmer 
C. Bender of Cincinnati, disap- 
peared on October 19, 1948, after 
taking off on a training flight 
from a temporary naval base at 
Tsingtao, China. 

Mr. Acheson told a news con- 
ference today that Mr. Smith and 
Mr. Bender have been detained 
by the Communist authorities in 
the vicinity of Tsingtao since 
then, “under condition! which 

have prevented them from com- 

municating with their families or 

others interested in their wel- 
fare.” 

A new letter demanding infor- 
mation about the men and their 
release has been sent to the top 
authorities of the Chinese Com- 
iqunist regime at Peiping, Mr. 
Ahheson announced. He said the 
Communists have ignored previ- 
ous efforts for release of the men 

or even to ascertain their exact 
whereabouts and welfare. 

The Communist action, he said, 
is “in contravention of all ac- 

cepted principles and practices of 
international behavior.” 

“These men,” Mr. Acheson 

added, “have been held for over 

a year completely incommunicado 
from their consular representa-j 

(See FLYERS, Page A-5.) 

Laborites Beaten 
In New Zealand; 
Ruled 14 Years 

Voters Turn Out Party 
That Passed Advanced 
Social Legislation 

By the Associated Press 

AUCKLAND, New Zealand, Nov. 
30.—A Labor government which 

brought advanced social legisla- 
tion to New Zealand in the past 
14 years was turned out of office 

today. 
The government of Prime Min- 

ister Peter Fraser went down to 
defeat at the hands of the opposi- 
tion Nationalist Party, which said 
the people were tired of govern- 
ment controls and would eliminate 
them where possible. 

The new prime minister will be 
Sidney George Holland, 56-year- 
old former businessman who has 
been opposition leader in the Wel- 
lington Parliament since the Labor 
government took office in 1935. 

Nationalists Win 46 Seats. 
Final standing of the parties in 

a Parliament of 80 members 
showed the Nationalists will have 
46 seats to Labor’s 34. 

Labor had a majority of four 
in the previous Parliament. 

The result was surprising to 
many. It may have some bearing 
on forthcoming elections in Aus- 
tralia and Britain, which also have 
Labor governments. Australian 
elections are scheduled for De- 
cember 10 and the British election 
is expected to be held next spring. 

<On learning the results of 
the New Zealand elections. Lord 
Woolton, chairman of the Brit- 
ish Conservative Party, said the 
defeat of the New Zealand La- 
bor Party is “a sign of the 
times." 

(He told reporters in London: 
“The political issues in New 
Zealand are basically the same 
as those existing here. When 
the time comes the people of 
this country will not lag behind 
their kinsmen in showing the 
world the right road to fol- 
low.”) 
Lasing at Controls Pledged. 
The New Zealand result was 

interpreted as an indication that 
the pepole had grown tired of the 
continuing process of nationaliza- 
tion in these tight little isles which 
have led the British Common- 
wealth in many phases of social 
legislation. 

The National Party promised to 
lift controls on free enterprise and 
reduce taxation. It also under- 
took not to reduce wages nor im- 
pair social benefits. 

The Nationalists increased their 
support in industrial areas which 
have been labor-led for many 
years. 

One of the Labor Government 
casualties in the election was the 
Minister of Industries and Com- 
merce A. H. Nordmeyer whose de- 
partment administers price con- 

trols, target of opposition cam- 

paigners. 
The Labor Party gained power 

(See NEW ZEALAND. Page" A-51 

12 Hospitalized in New York 
As Two Buses Collide 

By the Aisocioted Prett 

NEW YORK, Nov. 30.—Twelve 
persons were hospitalized with in- 
juries today when two buses bound 
for New Jersey collided near the 
Lincoln Tunnel, police reported. 
Sixteen others were reported hurt 
but they refused hospital treat- 
ment. 

Police said a bus owned by the 
Garden State Transportation 
Corp., of Delawanna, N. J., going 
south on Dyer avenue, smashed 
into the middle of a bus owned 
by the Harmon and Regalia Co., 
Inc., North Bergen, N. J. 

Ambulance physicians attended 
12 passengers who were removed 
to St. Clare’s Hospital. 

Two Jet Planes Collide; 
Pilots Reported Sate 

By the Associated Press 

MOUNT CLEMENS, Mich., Nov. 
30.—Two jet fighter planes col- 
lided today while flying in forma- 
tion over Lake St. Clair, but both 
pilots were reported safe. 

An Air Force spokesman at 
Selfridge Field said one flyer bailed 
out and was picked up by Canadian 
rescuers. The other was able to 
fly his damaged plane back to the 
field. 

The planes were on a routine 
training flight and collided while 
making a formation turn. 

The Air Force did not know im- 
mediately the names of the pilots. 
The two F-80 fighters were from 
the -56th Fighter Wing based at 
Selfridge. 

Bulletin 
Cochrane to Rejoin A's 

PHILADELPHIA (A*). —The 
Philadelphia Athletics an- 

nounced today that Mickey 
Cockrene, former Detroit man- 

ager, and Bing MiUer, one-time 
Chicago White Sox coach, have 
been signed as coaches for the 
1950 season. Both were former 
stars on the A’s championship 
clubs of 20 years ago. The ap- 
pointment, of Miller had been 
anticipated, but the naming of 
Cochrane was a distinct sur- 

prise. 

We've Lost Face, They Say, in China 

Chambers Completes 
Five-Day Testimony 
In Retrial oi Hiss 

Prosecution Colls* 
Minor Witnesses 
To Support Case 

By Newbold Noyes, Jr. 
Star Staff Correspondent 

NEW YORK, Nov. 30.—The 
prosecution in the Alger Hiss per- 
jury retrial today excused its star 
witness. Whittaker Chambers, and 
began bringing up supporting ar- 

tillery in the form of corrobora- 
tive testimony by minor wit- 
nesses. 

A former State pepartment of- 
ficial and former president of the 
Carnegie Endowment for Interna- 
tional Peace, the 45-year-old de- 
fendant is accused of lying to a 

Federal grand Jury last December 
15, when he denied he ever gave 
secret data to Mr. Chambers, a 

self-confessed former Communist 
agent, for transmission to Rus- 
sian spies. 

Second Trial* for Hfss. 
This is Mr. Hiss’ second trial. 

The first one ended with a hung 
jury last July 8. 

Mr. Chambers, the chief prose-j 
cution witness, took the witness 
stand on the second day of the 
trial, November 18, and has been 
subjected to exhaustive question- 
ing by counsel for both sides, 
through five full courtroom days, 
and a part of two other days. 

New Elements Introduced. 

Under re-direct examination of 
Mr. Chambers yesterday by 
Thomas F. Murphy, assistant Unit- 
ed States Attorney, three import- 
ant new elements were introduced 
into the story of the 16-months- 
old Hiss-Chambers controversy. 
They bore only indirectly, however, 
on the issues of the trial. They 
were these: 

1. The Government introduced 
documentary proof to support Mr. 
Chambers’ assertion Monday that 
the late Harry Dexter White, for- 
mer assistant Secretary of the 
Treasury, gave him secret docu- 
ments just as he says Mr. Hiss did. 
The proof was four sheets of yel- 
low paper covered with pencilled 
handwriting (allegedly Mr. 
White’s), said to be digests of 
secret Government documents. 

Mr. Chambers said he kept 
these after he broke with the 

(Continued on Page A-4, Col. 5.) 

President Arias Fires 
16 Panama Diplomats 

By the Associated Press 

PANAMA CITY, Panama, Nov. 
30.—In a wholesale shakeup of 
Panamas foreign service. Presi- 
dent Arnulfo Arias today fired 
16 diplomats stationed abroad. 

Dr. Arias, who was installed as 
President last week after a police 
coup, was declared the legal Pres- 
ident last night by the National 
Assembly. The Assembly rejected 
a claim to the presidency by Dr. 
Daniel Chanis, jr., who was forced 
out of office by Police Chief Jose 
Remon. 

Among the diplomats ousted by 
the Arias government were Pana- 
manian Ambassadors to Argen- 
tina, Costa Rica, Colpmbia, Ecua- 
dor, Venezuela and Nicaragua; 
Ministers to Italy, El Salvador, 
Honduras, Uruguay and the Do- 
minican Republic; the Charge 
d’Affaires in Cuba and consuls 
general in San Francisco, Calif.; 
New Orleans, La.; San Jose, Costa 
Rica, and St. Nazaire, France. 

Secretary of State Acheson to- 
day ruled out any action on dip- 
lomatic recognition of the Arias 
regime in Panama until politi- 
cal developments there are “more 
fully clarified.” Backed up de- 
nunciations of last week’s coup in 
Panama by Assistant Secretary 
Edward Miller, < 

17 Rebels in Batangas 
Yield to Constabulary 

By the Associated Press 

MANILA. Nov. 30.—Seventeen 
Batangas rebels surrendered today 
after government planes dropped 
leaflets demanding their uncondi- 
tional surrender. 

A cordon of constabularymen 
has been thrown around the moun- 

tain w'here 600 rebels have been 
fighting government forces sin?? 
November 19. Bombs and artillery 
were used against the rebels, who 
were dissatisfied with the Novem- 
ber 8 election in which President 
Elpidio Quirino was returned to 
office. 

EfiiwefolrA-BombTesf 
To Be 'Private Show' 
In Interest of Security 

Exclusion of Press 
And Foreign Observers 
Appears to Be Likely 

By John A. Giles 
The United States, pressing the. 

atomic bomb race with Russia, will 
explode some more, and probably; 
even deadlier, weapons at Eniwetok j 
Atoll in the far Pacific. 

A joint announcement by the! 
Defense Department and Atomic 
Energy Commission last night said 

only that President Truman had 
been “advised” that “a new series 
of tests of atomic weapons is 
planned” at the commission’s 
proving grounds 6,000 miles west 
of San Francisco. 

“Pull security restrictions as 

required by the Atomic Energy Act 
apply to all aspects of the test 
preparations, including the time of 
the tests,” the announcement said. 

Press May Be Excluded. 
This statement was taken to 

mean that the experiments would 
be witnessed only by United States 
military men and scientists—with 
no foreign observers or the press 
present. The same policy pre- 
vailed at last year’s tests, also 
held at Eniwetok, but at the 1946 
blasts at Bikini atoll foreign ob- 
servers, including the Russians, 
were present. 

The operations will be conduct- 
ed by personnel from the Army, 
Navy and Air Force and Atomic 
Energy Commission, under com- 

mand of Lt. Gen. Elwood R. 
(Pete) Quesada of the Air Force, 
a native of Washington.' 

It was clear that the forthcom- 
ing Eniwetok experiments are to 
test-fire weapons improved in de- 
sign and efficiency even since the 
explosions in April and May, 1948. 
The AEC has pointed out that, in 
addition to the computations of 
scientists and laboratory-room ex- 

periments, “the need for proof 
testing or the need for full-scale 

(See ATOMIC, Page A-4.) 

District Court Jury 
Gets Gambling Case 
Of Kopel, Plummer 

Hammel's Restaurant 

Proprietor and Waiter 
Accused on Two Counts 

The gambling charges against 
Harry S. Kopel, proprietor of 

Hammel’s restaurant, and one of 
his waiters, Walter C. (Danny) 
Plummer, weie in the hands of 

» District Court jury today after 
a 36-minute charge by Judge 
Richmond B. Keech. The jury of 

six men and six women retired 

to the jury room at 10:47 a.m. 

and, after two hours’ work, re- 

cessed for lunch. 
The trial resulted from a raid 

on the restaurant, a well-known 
steakhouse at 416 Tenth street 
N.W., in a widespread strike at 
gambling in a series of raids on 

March 25 directed by United 
States Attorney George Morris 
Fay. 

Both defendants are charged 
with two counts. Kopel is charged 
with permitting gambling in the 
establishment and possession of a 
numbers slip and Plummer is 
charged with accepting a $3 bet 
on a horse race and violation of 
the catch-all section against 
gambling in the District code 
which starts with "setting up a 

gaming table.” 
Entrapment Defined. 

Judge Keech instructed the jury 
that their verdict should be guilty 
or not guilty on each of the counts. 

The judge’s charge included 
definition of legal “entrapment,” 
Plummer’s lawyer made this his 
defense after his client testified 
that he had taken bets on three 
occasions “as an accommodation” 
for customers. The customers in 
the three incidents were employes 
of the United States Attorney’s 
office. 

As to entrapment, Judge Keech 
said, “decoys may be used to en- 

trap criminals and to present op- 
portunity to one intending or 

willing to commit crime. 
“But decoys are not permissible 

to ensnare the innocent and law- 
abiding into the commission of 
crime, * * * When the criminal 
design originates, not with the ac- 
cused, but is conceived in the mind 
of Government officers, and the 
accused is by persuasion, deceitful 
representation, or inducement 
lured into the commission of a 
criminal act, the Government is 
estopped by sound public policy 
from prosecution therefore.” 

Jury Asks for Exhibit. 
As the judge finished his in- 

structions one of the jurors asked 
if the jury could see Government 
Exhibit 9. The exhibit is a slip of 
paper with a peifsiled notation on 

(See HAMMEL’Sy Page A-4.) 

$1,000,000 La Fontaine Estate 
Is Left in Trust for Widow I 

The fortune of more than 
$1,000,000 which the late Jaimes 
A. La Fontaine acquired from the 
gambling activities he dominated 
in Washington for half a cen- 
tury, was bequeathed almost in- 
tact in a trust fund for "my be- 
loved wife Annie,” in a will filed 
in District Court today. 

On Mrs. La Fontaine's de^th- 
the will'directed, the estate should 
be split into equal shares and 
divided among 10 nephews and 
nieces. _ 

Bequests of $10,000 to Mrs. 
Nancy Leitch, a great-niece living 
in Marshall, 111., and $1,000 «kch 
to 10 other men and women rep- 
resented the only other disposi- 
tions the veteran gambler made 
of his fortune. 

La Fontaine, who died Npvem- 

ber 21 in Maryland General Hos- 
pital at the age of 81. named four 
executors of his estate. They are 

Attorney Charles E. Ford, the Lin- 
coln National Bank, Bernard A. 
Downey, 1719 Lang place N.E., 
and Emil C. Stamm, Hillside, Md. 

The will was dated September 
11, 1949, and a codicil dated Sep- 
tember 13 added the names of 
Mr. Downey and Mr. Stamm to 
the list of executors. 

On the death of his wife, La 
Fontaine directed, the residue of 
his estate should be split into 10 
equal shares and distributed 
among the following: 

Mrs. Helen B. Simmons, 725 S. 
Twenty-fourth street, Arlington; 
Mrs. M. Virginia Sayer, 5456 Ne- 
braska avenue N.W.; Mrs. Annie 
(See LA FONTAINE, Page A-4.) 
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Coal Strike Due 
Tonight as Lewis 
Delays Action 

UMW Chief Puts Off 
Policy Conference 
Until Tomorrow 

BULLETIN 
NEW YORK </P).—John L. 

Lewis again today postponed a 

meeting of his United Mine 

Workers’ Policy Committee un- 

til tomorrow morning—too late 
to avert a new Nation-wide soft 
coal strike due tonight. 

By the Associated Press 

NEW YORK, Nov. 30. —The 

strike truce in the Nation’s soft 
coal dispute went into its last 
hours today. 

Only a last-minute move by 
John L. Lewis' United Mine Work- 
ers’ Policy Committee seemed 
likely to avert a new' walkout at 
midnight. 

But new hard coal wage talks 
were scheduled in the meantime. 

Ralph E. Taggart, chairman of 
the Anthracite Operators’ Wage 
Agreement Committee, announced 
that he and Mr. Lewis have agreed 
to reconvene the talks here De- 
cember 6. They last met in Phila- 
delphia on July 7. 

Policy Makers to Meet. 

In the soft coal dispute, the 
200-man UMW Policy Committee 
was scheduled to meet here at 
4 p.m. today. Mr. Lewis, whose 

| moves in the last few days have 
been shrouded in secrecy, was in 
New York for the eleventh-hour 
session. 

Mine owners were reported 
standing solidly against any con- 
tract concessions, and there was 
no indication of Government in- 
tervention. 

Reports from Key West, where 
President Truman is vacationing, 
said presidential advisers ap- 
parently were clinging to the hope 
of resumption of negotiations be- 

| tween Mr. Lewis and the operator* 
i which would permit extension of 
their three-week truce, expiring at 
midnight. 

Sessions Postponed. 
The Policy Committee had been 

directed by Mr. Lewis to meet 
here Monday, but at the last min- 
ute the session was postponed 
until yesterday and then again 
until today. Mr. Lewis was busy 
6lS6Wll6r6. 

The UMW chief abandoned his 
old-time policy of “no contract no 
work” when the miners’ agree- 
ment with the operators expired 
last June 30. 

A short work week and a 52- 
day strike were interrupted on 
November 9 by Mr. Lewis’ brder to 
go back to work. The truce order 
was issued after a meeting of the 
Policy Committee in Chicago No- 
vember 9. 

The miners’ leader sent word 
Monday and again yesterday that 
he would prefer to have his fol- 
lowers mark time while he tried 
to forge a new contract out of 
the very cool negotiations which 
have occupied the soft coal oper- 
ators and union officials for 
months. 

Mr. Lewis offered no explana- 
tion for postponing the meetings. 
But he apparently decided yes- 
terday that another 24-hour post- 
ponement was justified, as direct 
talks, with major coal operators 
were reported in the making. 

Conference Reported. 
Mr. Lewis was reported to have 

held an important conference 
with Harry M. Moses, president 
of the H. C. Frick Coke Co., prin- 
cipal negotiator for "Big Steel" 
mining operations. 

The steel company vigorously 
denied that Mr. Moses had met 
with Mr. Lewis. 

The UMW chief remained in 
Washington Monday and yester- 
day while his Policy Committee 
assembled here and waited for his 
instructions on the possible ex- 
tension of the present three-week 
truce or for resumption of the 
strike of at least the 380,000 min- 
ers east of the Mississippi River. 

Should a walkout occur again, 
most union officials believe it 
would include all of the mine 
workers across the Nation—the 
anthracite diggers in Eastern 
Pennsylvania and the soft coal 
miners west of the Mississippi as 

well as the bituminous coal min- 
ers who were idle east of the Mis- 
sissippi for the 52 days up to 
November 9. 

Fireman Overcome in Blaze 
At 19th and K Restaurant 

A fireman was overcome by 
heat in a fire early today at Par- 
chey’s Restaurant, 1900 K street 
N.W. 

Pvt. George McMahan of En- 
gine Company No. 1 was admit- 
ted to Emergency Hospital after 
being overcome. His condition 
was described as not serious. 

Thf fire apparently started in 
the basement, burned it out and 
spread to part of the main floor, 
firemen reported. No estimate of 
the damage was available. 

Neighbors smelled smoke and 
called newspapers to find where 
the fire was just before the alarm 
was turned in at 3:30 a.m. It was 

discovered by two men walking 
on the street. It was put out 
shortly after 6 a.m. 
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